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The Athenian Mercury.
A't Appendix to the Anfwer to two Athe- A general Reply to all the Pipers and

nian Mercuries , concerning Infant- 
Bapti[m̂  containing S) Hogifti-
cal Arguments to Aifprove ?edo Bap- 
tifniy and to prove the Baptifm of 
Believers,

Gentlemen,

SINCE you defire Syllogifins, I have gra­
tified you therein.

Appendixes that have yet been writ­
ten by the Anahaptifls againft ours of 
Infant Baptifm, and particularly a full 
and difiind Anfwer to the 27 S^llo- 
giflical Arguments of the Collateral 
Appendix.

7 S  very obliging ( Centlemen ) that 
X  ye have at lafi given the World an op­

portunity to judge o f your Demonftrations 5 
'tis an eafie thing to ridicule any Opinion, and 

tofatyriz^e and blacken even Tirtue it felf', but when we come to'plSsSstany thing. Truth tak^s 
place, fothat [Gentlemen) i f  your Tenets are Truth,they may be proved, and i f  you have prov d 
'em, they cannot be dif\>rovd, for "tts impofible for Truth to be, and not to be at the fame time 5 
if you have not *prov d 'em, you ought to difmifs êm ; for *tis flubbornnefs and folly to perffi in, 
and pretend to what cannot he done 5 befides, *tis worfe than all this, when the Vnity o f the 
Church lies at (lake, and is unhappily divided, or the Divijion upheld by fuch as pretend to be 
Difciples and Believers of the Prince o f Peace and Vnion,

J r g .  I. If none are to be baptized by the Anfw. The Argument is defePHve both in 
Authority of the great Commiflion of our the Form and Conclufion 5 Ctacbing, and be- 
Blefled Saviour, Matth.2%. but fuch who are ing 'Caugbt, are inconvertible Terms, and con- 
firft made Difciples by being taught j then dude like themfelves, which is equally abfurd 
Infants, who are not capable to be taught, mth the Conclufion you have given jViz. Little 
ought not to be baptized. But none are to Babes,/or Infants, 
be baptized by the Authority of the great
Commiffion of our BlelTed Saviour, but fuch who are firft made Difciples by Teaching 5 
Prgo, Little Babes ought not to be baptized.

Arg. 2. If Infant-Baptifm was never in- Anfw. This confequence is alfio irregular, 
flituted, commanded, or appointed of God, and borrows a Relative for a Subfiam ive, fo 
Infants ought not to be baptized. But In- that we might jufily refufe any Anfwer to it 5 
fant Baptilm was never inftituced,command- but fimee we find almofi all the refi o f your 
ed, or appointed of God J F.rg0, They ought Arguments o f the fame Thread, we fia ll trouble 
not CO be baptized. our felves no'farther about the Form, but exa-

As CO the M ajor; If one thing may be mine what you woud have made demonfiration 5 
prafkifed as an Ordinance without an Infti- only fince you pretend to Logkk,, we advife 
tution or Command of God, another thing you to go to School again to learn better, or elfi 
may alfo ̂  fo any Innovation may be let in- ft ay at home and ftudy the prudence of letting 
to the Church, thofe things alone which you underftand not.

As to the Minor-, If there is an Inftitucion To return then to your firft Argument, we 
for it, & c. ’tis either contained in the great deny that part of it which was defignd for the 
Q o m m i f C x o S i ,  M atth.zS. Mark.l6> orlome- M inor (for we (Isâ  examine the fecond after- 
'vliere elfe. But ’tis not to be found in the wards) but well give you fairer play than you 
Commijfion, nor any where elfe Ergo. coud expe^ in the Schools for we'll prove the 

The Major none will deny. contrary, without putting you upon that hard
The I prove thus. None are to be Task of maintaining ImpoffibUities, byjhew- 

baptized by venue of the Commilfion, but ittg that Infants are, and always were indud- 
fuch who are difcipled by the VVord, as I i» the Commijfion o f Difciple and Baptize 
faid before, and fo the Greek%ord <«!&«- all Nations, See our following Appendix. 
Ti-jy%ri fignifies. A s to the fecond Argument, the Major is

If any ftiould fay, Chrift commanded Ilis faljly fuppofitioHs, and therefore the conjequence 
L)ifciplesto baptize all Nations, ̂ nd Infants conclude no more thanfalfe fuppofitions, as 
3te part of Nations,therefore are to be bap- 'will appear in our following Appendix. 
tized. I anfwer ;

3‘ If all Nations, or any in the Na- the Minor (for forms fak^,but not for the 
tions ought to be baptized before difcipled, fenfe)you might have added, before Difcipled 
then Turks, Pagans, Unbelievers and their next after the word -.This Argument
Children may be baptized, becaufe they are indeed is fa r  beyond our reach,& we qneitionnot 
3 great part of the Nations. But Turks, Pa- any thing but beyond the Authors too ; for novne 
Sans and Unbelievers, and their Children, canmakeofitATisnonfenjetogoabouttoprove 
taught not to be baptized ; Ergo. what every body grants-,v'a. That Heathens ought

Befides chat. Teaching ( by the Autho- to be difcipled before baptized or that Heathens
. ricy

‘ '

f,

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



I  1

rity of the CommifTion ’muft go before Bap̂  children ought to he baptUed before theti 
tizing, we have proved j which generally all - or Parents Converfon; but the Cafe is fa r  di^e- 
’  arnedMendoaflert:if theinftitution is to rent betwixt the children o f Believers^ and 

.'found any where elfe, they mult (liew the thofe of Heathens, as m  (liall hereafter take 
|3Ce, occajion to demonf rate ; and as for your fub~

joyning, thatyouhive prov'd that Teaching goes before Baptizing, 'tisfalfe *, nor have you 
convers*d with the generality of Learned Men, who agree with you in your Judgment about the 
order of'the words in the Commijfion, for they are truly rendred thus, Co dif.'iple all Nations, 
baptizing/‘/7CW, &c. Teaching W, &c. The word Difciple Emphaiis of the Com-
fnijfton, and Baptizing and Teaching the Modifcation or Form of the Commiffion 5 thd* i f  the 
Order had been inverted, and Teaching had gone before BaJaptizing, it woudnot at all avail you*, 
for the Co/nmiffion mentioning neither M en, Women nor Children, includes all in their feveral 
Capacities, and you your felves will never be able to prove a dijlinblion from the words 5 but we 
flmll jhew you by and by the true meafure of Judging in fuch inexprefs Cafes,

j4rg,df. Faith and Repentance are required Anfw. 4. Taith and Repentance are prtre- 
of all that ought to be baptized* Infants gui/ite to all Adult perfons only. But how can 
are not required to believe and repent, nor ye have the Confidence to comradiBi our Saviour 
are they capable fo to do. Ergo, Infants after ye have already been told of it ? He fays, 
ought not to be baptized. Children have Faith. (See our fecond Paper.)

TheA/‘*;Visclear,y4^?J2.8,io,t6.Chap- ^ s  to Repentance, they have no need of i f ,  for 
ters 5 and ’tis alfo aflerted by the Church of what mufl they repent of? aUual Jins they have 
England. What is required of Ferfons to be none-, therefore in that refpeSl they are as i/mo- 
baptized.̂  that’s tlie Qjieftion. The Anfwer cent, and as fit for the Seal o f the Covenant, at 
is, Repentance, whereby they forfake Sinj Adult perfons that a>.e made innocent by Repen- 
and Faith, whereby they ftedfaftly believe tance : And as for Original fin, wemufialldie 
the Promife of God made to them in that a Temporal Death, Young and Old ;■ but it 
Sacrament. damns none eternally, according to your own

The Minor cannot be denied. DoBrine: A nd as we remember  ̂ you maintain,
it from Romans the %th, and Ezekiel the iSth. So that this Argument is very irrational in its 
refiriSHve application from your own Principles.

Arg. y.That Pradlicethat tends not to the Anfw- 5. h  mufi firfi be provd that CkU- 
Glory of God, nor to the Profit of the Child, dren are excluded the Commijfwn, Matth. 28. 
when done, nor in after times when grown Jfw e  prove that they are in the Commiffion (as 
up, but may prove hurtful and of a dange- we Jhall endeavour when we have run over aS 
rous Nature to him. cannot be a Truth of your Arguments) we can eafily prove that r> 
God But the Pradtice of Infanc-Baptifm foSow the InJHtution and Command of our Sa- 
tends not to the Glory of God, nor to the ' îour is both to the Glory of God, and the benefit 
Profit of the Child when baptized, nor in of the undertaker. But pray how can it prove 
after-times when grown up, but may prove hurtful (as you affirm) or of dangerous confe- 
hurtful, and of a dangerous Nature to him. quenceto the Child to be baptized? is it be- 
Ergtk. See Levit. 10. l ,  2. Where Mofes caufe he may cornsnit fin  afterwards ? So faid 
told Aaron, becaufe his Sons had done the Antient Hereticks that deferred BaptifmtiH 
that which God commanded them not, that the U fi gafp ? or is it (as youfeem to intimate) 
God would be fanSlified by aU that drew near becaufe he may turn Reprobate ? So God knows 
unto him ; intimating, that fucK’vvho did that do too many Adult perfons after Bdptifm: Bat 
which Godcommanded not didnotfan(5tify what is that to thepurpofe ? i f  they reUpfe, they 
or glorify God therein. Can God be glorifi- muff anfwer for it ; but this does not invalidate 
ed by Man’s Difobedicnce, or by adding to the Bapti fm of others. A s  for your Inferences 
his Wordi by doing that which God hath of not commanded and Commandments of 
not required Matth. 1 6 . 9  In vain do you Men, wejltallfullyconfider^emby and by,and  
worjhip me, teaching for DoBrine the Com- as for Baptifm being calf d Regeneration in our 
mandments of M en : and that that Pradtice Church Catechifm, in faying. This Child B 
doth profit the Child, none can prove regenerate and born a-new, we believe not 
from God's Word = And in after-times toith the Papiffs, that the aSl o f Baptifm imme- 
when grownup, it may caufe the perfon to mediatelypionfersGrace ex opere operato, but 
think he wasthereby made a Chrifiian,( ĉ. that it is only a Confignation or Sealof thep)- 
and brought into the Covenant of Grace, venantof Grace upon the SubjeB baptized. Th: 
and had it fealed to him 5 nay, thereby Antients call'd Baptifm IWummuion^j wcRe* 
regenerated,for fothefe Gentlemen in their generation; 5f. Paul bos a term pretty 
Mercury, Decemb. 26. plainly intimate, and ” ear it. The Laver of Regeneration j and 
that Infants are thereby ingrafted alfo into oar Saviour calls it born a-new 5 ^hich we 
Chrift’s Church-Sure all underftanding Men takgto be Symbolical, as in the Lord's Suppetf 
know Baptifm of Believers is not called Re- This is my Body. So that all your long Para- 
generation, but only metonymically,it being phrafeis to maintain what is already granted. 
a Figure of Regeneration. But they igno- _ , , t !•'
rantly affirm aUb, that Infants then have a Foederal Holinefs; as if this imagined Holi- 
neE comes in by the Child’s Covenant in Baptifm, which may prove hurtful and dange­
rous to them, and caufe them to think Baptifm confers Grace, which is a great Errour. 
‘ How can Water, faith Mr, Charnock, an external Uiing, work upon the Soul phyfiew?
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