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TheAthenian Mercurv.

Queft* 1. N Difpute  between M-
X chad the Arch-j*ngel, and
the Devil concerning the Body G/MOfeS | IVhat
arethe Conjectures of the Learned on that
fair }
Anfw, The place where this paflage is
foud in the ninth of St. jJude— “ Thefe
“ fpeak evil of Dignities, yet Michael the

“ Archangd'when contending with the Dc-
*vil he difpnted about the Body of Mofes,

aurft not brin a%alrrft hima railing accu-
fation, but faid, The Lord rebuke thee —
Which words are plainly an enlargerment or
kindof Commentary on thofe in the ft-
cod of Sr. Pttfr2.10,11.“ They are nota-
fraid to fpeak evil of Dignities — where-
& Angels which are greater inPower and
(("™*ght,bring not railing accufations againft
them before the Lord—Andjliere wemuft
nrft enquire Who Michael the Archangel is,
ad fecondly, what is intended by tlie Bo-
dyof and the Difpute between the
Uevil and theArchan?eI concerning it. By
Mdfjeel the Art forme underftand our
viour, whois calldan Angel in ftveral
aoss in the Old Teftament, and as fome
V?%partlcularl ‘in the third of zechariah,
ch think is here alluded to: O-
Jrers unde it of a Created Angel, a
Mief, or Archangelf one of the higheft Or-
cer, nay, Head of that Order,
wught andhis Angels) for thet there are
dminct Ranks among thofe Blefled Spirits
W the Judgment of all Antiquity, and will
N madegood in the Anfwer to the next
~eftion.  Now that it wes a Created An-
£fYere mentioned, we are inclin'd to think
tor ftveral Reafons.  Firft, Becauft chrifi
ad the Archangel are difHnguipj'd both in
the Old Teftamentand New. In the Old
bs hardly to be doubted but that Daniel
‘Naksof twodiftindi  Perfons in *thet M.
Pxefthe Prince, and that Meffiah that wes
tobe cut off, which he mentions5 but it's
yet made plainin the N. T.  See | Thef,
\ “he Lord fhall defeend from Heaven
~ANhaflmty with the voice of the Archangel”®
*AWUK the Trump of God, &C. and 2 Thef.
*& 7* The Lord Jefus Jhall be reveal’d from
Agels™ which may

_ Archangels. He that ftiall be

veg] dwnh the Angels® With the Archangel
mf  hittiftif that Archangely or any of
fmtif ~ ftcond. Argument is
rathe lame'piftfage menti in St. Pe-
Sr firvvYWW"W\inve ; this whole Epiftle of

Dtcu-plainly toanywhobut
of th beingan Abridgment
Plamp™ #¥ord of St. P«rr, though In this
N Enlargement thereof. “ The

greater in

“ M8 ot railing Accufa-
tis. Had Itbeen chrip, ﬁ'ne gument

Michael.

woud have run higher, he being greater
thin the Angels, above all Principalities and
Powers', Nor are we to think the in/pired Au~
thor won'd have omitted what- wou d have
added fo nuch more force to his Argument.
The Angels, that is, Michael and his Angels,
( for they were all feven preftnt at this diA
pure in the Temple, See zeeh. 3. ult,)
though grewer inpower and might,bring Not
Youiatias againtf them before the

Lord. Greater than whom, againfi whom,
greater than thofe Dignities, and againfi
themand who thofe Dignities are St. Jude
tells s (compar'd with the Apocalypft;
Satan, Or.the Dragon and his Angels, thofe

s crydTitlf 7« aif£m ( wherCof
formerly ) Rulers of the darknefs of this
iPorld, Princes of this World, who by the
Fall of Man obtainda fad Dominion over
the World,whofe Thrones are inthe Hearts
of the Children of Difobedience. Theft
are Dignities and Powers certainly de FaClo
only, yet againft theft for that reafon be-
cauft permitted by God to Lord it here-
the Archangel himftlf did not, nay dared,
not bring arailing accufation»

Thus much for Michael, now for the fe-
cond difficulty, the Body o/Mofes. The
Interpretation which atfirft fight ftems moft
eafie andprobable, is, that thisdifpute wes
between' em cqncern!n[q the divu glng?(the

lace of Mofes his Burial, which was kept
crec by God, as Deut. 34.6. the Devil
being willing to difeover his Body on pur-
pofe to make the Jews Idolize it; the fame
way he firft brought Idolatry, bothinto the
Heathen and Chrifilan World, and Michael
refifting him in his Attempt, which both the
Apoftles might have by Tradition, confirm'd
and guided by Infpiration, {as Mofes hivnklf
alfo wrote-) Or perhaps out of Sanbook
of theJews then extant, which might relate
it, they having undoubtedly which
were not Canonical, tho the Holy Spirit
might direll theft Apofiies COwhat wastrue
therein, if as here neceffary to their preftnt
Argument.  And fuch a Book is mentioned
by crotius and others of the Moderns, nay,
even by Origen and Epiphanius, if not more
of the Ancient§Under the Name of "ArAHIK
or the Affumpnon of Mofes. And of this O-
pinionare Crotius, for/Hus, and moft
other Commentators: Nay, fo confident
in it that theyglve iC>ith an haud-dubie, un-
doubtedly, fay fome of 'em It muft refer to
that 54th of Xee«/eron7>  But yet the O-
ther fide are as confident as they, and both
the Learned junius, and our own excellert™
Dr. Hamond tell us that it does indubie
(full asgood as haud-dnbie) refer to zech.
3.2,3, &c. wherecl” very wordsarefound,
and that fpoken to Satan by the Angel of
Jehovah” Very probably this fame I\/IicFaeI’\
Ince



fincc one of the Seven, as before. ‘ The
“ Lord rebuke thee O Satan, &c. But
ftill here’snothing concerning the Body of
Mofes, nor o'cother fide is there any thing
of mis dfpHe, where we read of his
fomething therefore mufc be [apply d IN ore
place, why not rather here tliRn there,
fince fo many other Circumfiances meet ?
The Body of Mofes therefore thefe two great
Men take inaFigurative Sence, for the Tem-
ple at Jernfalem then Rebuilding, and the
fforjhip of God then about to reflord,.
which Satan no doubt wou'd have
ftanding torefif Jofiua, andwhichis call d,
“ The Body of the Jeves IN the Maccabees, and
may asfitly be the Body of M fes, becaufe
depending on Mofes as the H ad OF | egifla-
tor, (We are Mofes his Difciples fay the
Pharifees.) Nor is this'fence of the words
'witUout zprefident, & harlh as it may at
firfi found,for exactly after the fame Scheme
or manner of Speech we find intheN.l.the
Chr. Church, or Chrittv-ns gathered together
to the worihipof Chritt who is their Law-
gi_iver,and Inftituted their worfiiip, are call'd,
he Body ofchrift, ason the other fide the
Body ofChrift iscalleda Temple, and our
Bodies the Tonp/g of the Holy Ghoft, and
this latter Opinionis in our Judgment the
more probable of the two, leaving others
to their ovwn Thoughts in this matter.

Queeft. What we are to think of St. Denis
Ar eopagites opinion concerning the Hierarchy
of Angels which he divides into nine Orders—
whether there”s any thing in it, or we are to
fuppofe aperfe” equality between 'em ?

Anfw. For that oenis whofe works we
now have, we are not very fure hewas a
Saint, but we are certain hewas not the
~reopagite, and for his nine Orders, or
Trinal Triplicity, a Spencer calls 'em, they
aremore fit for Poetry than Divinity, fince
there’s nothing of cerlNincy, nor lo much
asany fair or tole>:;ole probability for em
inthe H. Scriptures, and whence elfefiiou’d
we know ;:ny thing of ’em, fince meerrea-
fon only tells us that they may be, but can
never without help demonftrate fo much
as thtirreal exiftence, much lefs their quali-
tiesand orders. That which this Man of
myftery Waliocver he was, pretends to found
his Dodtrine upon- is no more than the
mentioning thofe nine words in the Scrip-
ture relating to Angels, and nomore than
bare mentioning Moft of 'em, namely
Cherubims, Seraphims, Thrones, Powers,
Hofts, Dominions, Principalities, Angels,
and Archangels-----of whom he gives us
as exaft a defcription as Mahomet himfelf
does of thofe Angels who had one Horn
Snow and the other Fire—and perhaps for
the moft part one asauchenrick as the other
—His intention. feemingonly to be, that
H#sdbe thought to know more thanall the

of theWorld,to attain which he cowYd
1hthat he loft both himfelf and fence
handall. But not thinking it worth

. to follow him in his Dreams, we

only obferve, with the great Grotm,

It tliefe nam” feem tobe brought with

the Jews from the Perfian Empire—Thus
much however, we fliall obferve from’em
that there certainly is an Order, a Govern-
ment, a Hierarchy among 'em, thefe Bleftl
ed Spirits which we think very clear from
Sacred ScréPture; and even that particular
Angels prefide at leaft over particular
Countries, and the Archangels over Ae
affairs of the Church. That Tonreof 'em
prefide over particular Kingdoms, or
Empires, feermrs plain from the Pr
oiDaniel, Where the Angel that e ur
to him mentions the Prince of Perfia, the
Prince of Grecia, and botli thefe Angelsas
Well as Michael oneof the chief Princes im:
mediatly after namid or MichaelyoMy Prince
—The Guardian of the Jews, at tint tine
the only Church of God, as afterwardsof
the ChrilUan Church, for which Mmichael
fought and his Angels, aswe read in tre
Apocalyps.t*ow Where ever there are Princi-
@Iities,na Princes, there muft as certainly
fome Order, fome in Subjedion, as the
Relate do's infer the Correlate, the Father
the son, fF]yrther, and V‘ﬂat elffe ﬁ:dthe
meaning of fo many exprelfions founding
this way fo fairly inthe H Scripture what
ISa mighty (Irong Angels,Revelation,—but an
Archangel? Whole Number our Church
alfo holas to be more than one, as well a&s
their Order diftind from the ordinary An-
gels. For thusfile exprefc her felfin thet
Seraphical Hymn at the Communion —
* Therefore with Angelsand Arch-Angels,
&c. That this was the Opinion of the Jewifh
Church, we may learn from the Hiftory of
Tobit) am Raphael,(zys Az.ariah there, one of
the feven Angels which ftand and miniftef
before the Holy Ore.  So their very num:
ber exprefs—In this Apocrypha, fo fay many,
was the Book whence both St. peter ad
Jude quote their Hiftory, as before,yet thet
Wes certainly true, fo may this—Nay,
there’s more than a probability on't, for
Canonical Scripture confirns 1t—See zech.
4.10,12. ¥Thofe[even are the Eyes of the
* Lord,which run toand fro thro' thewhole
*Earth s relating to the feven Lamps oftre
Candleilick in the Temple, by which tre
feven Angels were figur'd, which were
alfo mentioned, cap. 3. v. 9. asall of'em
affifting at the Foundation of the Temple—
Upon ore Stone fliall be feven Eyes. * The
* Angels, fays Philo, being thu Eyes of tre
* great King. 1 he Eyes ofthe Lord, fays
‘ nani the Seer to King Afa, 2 Chron, 16.9*
' run to and fro thro™ the whole Earth, to
‘fhew therafelves ftrong in the behalf of
* thofe whofe hearts dxtperfe’™. towards him
So the very expreffion ufed here by Ze-
chary--— But'as much IS faitf more then
once in tlie New Teftament, where are
mentioned. Rev. 1. The [even Spirits before
the Throne of Cod—But iIf that be doubtfol>
(tho' it cannot be meant of tI™ H. Goft*
Who is Cod himfelf, and therefore in the
Throne,uot before If.See cap. 4. andy. * There
* were feven Lamps of Fire burning before
heThrone, and thefe are the feven Spr'
‘rits of God—alluding plainly to th§| place





