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Athenian Mercury:
Ff̂ r«4r7 20. 1692.

(Wft. 1. "\  7  W<ir i/ rfrf /or»M/ diff'erence »f fl«f
Spirit f"om inttbeVy 9r whst indivi- 

, . Vw
Anfit. If wc IhouM go aboac to tell every Body 

»lat we mean b'' IndijiduitioH,'ptThij>i we fhou d leave 
’eta more in the dark than we Found ’em j 
ire Definitions are abfolutely neceflary inall abftrufe 
Notions, we fhall do it not only for the fatisfaftion of 
iadi as cm underftand it, but alfo for a clearer light 
ia the prefent Queflion: I»tdiviiuitm (then is) tht U»i~ 
p if nj thing with it fdU or that whereby any thing is 
»W it it. The Definition indeed is fomethinj dark, 
btrt we having already run thro’ the different Orders 
of vifible Beings, and confider’d Individuation in ’em 
»U>aay one that has a mind to be farther fatisfied a- 
bwt ’em, may ihe a full Anfwer to it in yd. i .  N. 8.

I. Bur the formal Diff'erence of Spirits is yet a 
I4W task, and if  it coud be found out by Study, 
’f*ou’d delerve fometime; but fince the Queftion is 
wrefolvable by Humanity, we may refrain ourfearch- 
8).o»y tho’ an Angel (hon’d come and didface the So- 
Won, it wou’d be unintelligible to u s; All that we 
twhyiaAnfwer to 'it , is this, that as it cannot be 
refolv’d, fo we can give our Reafons why it canimc j 
i. hmft a Spirit is not to be defind. 2. Beauje a Spi- 
V itimnHterial. What a Spirit is. we know not, we 

weilreprefent it by a thought as any tiling ellej 
w  feeing we are ignorant o f its very being, its very 
™ ous to afilgu tTie Modifications o f what we know 

Again,the words Forw and Individuation necelTarily 
feppole Milter, but a Spirit being immaterial cannot 
wty’dio fuch Terms as are adapted to matter. Hence 

we ask, IVhat is the formal differenie of out spirit 
f^mbtTy er what individuates ’ew, ’tis altogether as 
“ P ^ r as to ask, tflu t is the Judibiliiy of Sapors, or 
‘̂ { ‘fiilitj of Sounds P or plainer yet, lybat can that be 
^irin^ffibU to be?

i. Whether the Soul doth always aHuallythink?
To anfwer this Queftion, ’cis neceflary that 

J .w c  a true Definition^ the Soul, but ignorance 
J us Nature denies that, therefore we (han’t enquire 
■ “ether ’tis a Cogitative Subjiance, as fpme wou’d have 

,̂or what elfe, but what are the EftVdls of it. And 
find to be MIlraH Ideas, Ratiocinations and Cm- 

is the ordinary Method of the Souls adf-
*11 this is by m*ans of the Senfes, or by 

of I'ome Idea formerly had by the Senfes 3 
*** now to fay the Soul afts* no other way, 

no other Ideas but what the Senfe gives, 
J..W fupp.,rg Children think not at all in, 
'leir Mothers 

.̂itsfepa

now 
pMiaj 
K to
„  Womb, or that the Soul is either afleep

leparation from the Body, or chat it is void of 
plfjiyrp j  feparata State 5 but that everyr  T-raiurp in a leparata btace 5 our laai every 

ihinU‘*L̂’ and by confequence grant that the Soul 
witk impofllble to refent any thing
that f̂iiuking: In fine, we muft either conclude 
^ t  .tSoul is lomatimes afleep, uniftive, nay not a 

;'«he Chat it is a lw a y s  thinking, chat being as 
to a Soul as Vegetation to Vegetables.

About a fortnight or three weeks, or fome 
ujjy before the Death of any perlbn in the Fa- 
W n  ^ Appearance vulgarly called zFetch- 
> ) ora Dead M.ms Candle, fo denominated,-L pre- 
it ■ '‘‘“'’ .̂the form or figure of a Candle in which 

lelf. It is obierv’d to come firftfrom 
^ified ^ b̂e Perfon whofe Death is thereby 
O u n i i J t h e n c e  to move into all other 

Honfe where the Body fh»Il be car- 
tg fp{i 9̂ be Coffin’d, to lye in State, or, (f'c. and 
’*^1 th f ] ! ' ne i'mall (pace at each ot thofe places 

dead Body is to be laid, thence to move

the very fame way, and about the famediftance from 
the ground as the Body is to be carried mitill it comes 
to the Church; it obferves with fuch exaftnefs the 
motion of the Body, that fome perfons who have feen 
chefe Lights, and afterwards the Body carried to the 
Grave, affirm, that now and then they took notice 
that the Light halted for a (hort time, in the very 
fame place or places where the Body was afterwards 
Root either to change Bearers, or upon fame ocher oc- 
cafion i to fatisfie you further with what precifenefs 
this Light imitates, and as it were Apes the motion ot 
the Body, I (hall give you this inftance from the mouth 
o f a Gentleman of unquelttonable Credit, now in this 
Town. He was fome Years ago in Bed at a Relations 
houfe fti Carmartheft-Jhire, and being fully awake about 
one or two o f the Clock m the morning, he oblerv’d 
a Light to comeintodie room, at the doo*' which was 
on the left hand as he la y ; it came not iminediacely 
on the Bed on that fide which was ntxt the door, bnt 
moved round the Bed, and came upon it on the other 
liile which was farthefl from the door, whereas it 
might have come at chat fide which was next the door ; 
after this it fix’d upon that part o f the Quilt which i  
lay on his Breaft, and after a (hort flay went out o f 
the room. About a Fortnight after a Gentleman dy­
ed in an upper room in the houfe, and the Gentlewo­
man of the houfe (knowing nothing of this Light) 
order’d the Body to be brought'down into this Cham­
ber, and the perfon who had feen this Light hapnei 
to be then alfo there, and obferv’d the Servants to 
carry the Body about the Bed, and to put it in on the 
farther fide according to the motion of the Candle. 
That thefe Lights do appear is a molt certain Truth, 
ar\d can be attefled by feveral Gentlemen now in Town, 
whofe Reputation noMan will difpute, and by almoft 
an iafinite numl^r in the Countrey where they, ap­
pear. Dr. Hicbclfon, after Bilhop .of Glocejier, and Bi- 
mop Taylor, who both lived in Carmirtben-finre, could 
not believe that there were fuch things, untill after­
wards they were convinc’d by Ocular demonftration, 
as they themfelves- own’d. There was a Man chat 
uled to keep late hours in cenning home, who fre­
quently law them, and particularly _ one Night ac­
quainted the Family that he had feen five or fix move 
at fome di(tinre from one another over Jjch a Moor 
near the Church; they fsein’d to queftibn the Truth 
of his feeing fo many at once, but about 3 weeks or a 
month after, he call’d his Brother out of the houfe, and 
fliew’d him fo many Bodies as he had feen Candles at 
that time, carrying to be inten’dall at once in fight. 
Thefe Lights hare been feen to reft in Highways where 
lome men afterwards dyed, and upon the face o f \s'a- 
ter where fome one was afterwards drown’d, as allb 
upon Trees where men bang’d themfelves. I dare not 
take upon me to affirm chat thefe Lights are foen no 
where elle, but I alTure you I could never hear that 
they ever appear’d in any place out o f the Bifliioprick 
of St. Davids, nor in any part o f that fo frequently, 
if at all, as in the County of Carnurtkit, wlicre there 
is hardly any one dies, but fome one or other fees 
his light or Candle. Now Gentlemen, for my pare 
I can find no Realon either in Nature or Reli;'ion tor 
this, and therefore I’ve had it long in my thoughts to 
defire yours upon it, and upon the whole ftate otche 
caftthen I put thefe Qneftions r

Queft. I. fybat the Nature of theft Lights is ?
2. To what end they appear, finer thty are never fas I 

could hear ) jesn by tboje ivhoje Death they portend, but by
others. • ,  ̂ >j f T̂ -

3. How this Phanmnon comes to bteonfind totheiait-
cejs of St. Davids, and jar the moji par:, 1} net altogether, to
the County«/Carmarthen ? . . ^

An}0.
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We wou’d defire the Querlft tbit he wott*d
add to this particular Relation, an account of the 
time of thefe Fetcb-li^bts appeafing j i f ’tisin theni^ht 
only, we may fuppofe it to be natural, as Will-hb- 
w/fy, &c. which are common In all Marlhy places in 
EjtgUnd i if  in the day-time, ’tis unnatural i till we 
hear agaia we fuspend our Judgments, promifins our 
Thoughts upoi the next information.

Queft. 4. Whether there be e.ti Liquid fe buojint it  t» 
biiff i/p'dri thing whefe Oravitj Jhill be mere
thin the lihf S ^ n th j of the (me Liquid, i

Anjv. No — To give a fuller Anfwer, wou’d be 
more than the Author ot thi$.^«<7 cou’d expe^, if  
he refleds what a fcurrilous Pretace there was to it j 
but this only by the by, to let the Author know, 
that as we are below refentments, fo we are above 
the requital o f an Affront. -  "  ■ The Realbn then

where they livt, and their Imploy. whom yeu IK
pe^ of aiw ill defign, and you mall near further fm  
us. As for the words, or any other Advice, if 
you’ll come to our Bookfeilcr, we’U affiR you (» 
then

QueR. €. Art there MabemittcUns «f jont Suinj, Af 
ff  A in Algebra jheuli be fnpofedy muUjtit a-
fwer it Analiticilly f

Anfw. I f  ̂ ou pleafe to nuke tryal, wd*!! anT\cet yoi, 
or own our ignorance.

Queft. 7; Whtiber * Perftn t9teludi«g hit privttt ih 
vetient xtitb the Lords tnjeiy is to fij  Our Father, er A) 
Father ?

Anfve. Read^a^e 17. I I , i s ,  13. and you’l befatat 
edtlpic you ought to repeat Our Futber.

is this. Where Bodiesare Tenuiousor lax, by reafon of 
the Soluble adhcft t̂i o f their particles, as are all 
Fluids, experiment fliows that in a mixture of fuch 
Bodies, the more grofs and heavy pahs lubfide and 
prefs through the reft towards their Center: Thus 
in a Viol fill’d with feveral forts o f Liquids, as is ve­
ry common in your Apothecaries fultpsy and othei* Li­
quid Compofitions, if  you Ibake the Glafs thefe’s a 
mixture of all together, which as it fettles you’ll 
find 'em feparate, and the lishteft, as Oyl, & c. will 
mount upperTnoftj not that it wou’d not tend to the 
Center as well as efie reR, but becaufe the other be­
ing heavier, force their way through the lighter, and 
there being no penetration of Bodies, they are forced 
upwards. This is the Reafon why any Glafs or Vef-' 
iel full of Litjuor, runs over when you put any Bo- 

*d y into it that is heavier than the fame quantity of 
the Liquor into which it is put. But the QiieRion 
yet recurrs, fPbat it the oectfion of aU Bodies tending w- 
retrds the Center f  To which we anfwer, that oupMo- 
dern Virtuofo’s fay, ’ tis from a prefTure of the Atmof- 
phere, which prefiing always dowaward toward the 
Center o f the Earth, it takes all Bodies along with 
it 3 and fuch as are the leaR porous, as Gold, Silver, 
Iron, <yc. fiill, or to fpeak properly are prefs’d down 
fafter than other Bodies, becaufe the Atmofphtre can 
take fafter hold of ’em, being folld, whereas it pier­
ces and flies through the other, being loofer and more 
expanded j but tha this reafon has fomeching of plau- 
fibility, we are fure ‘tis erroneous, till the Patrons of 
tins fine thought tell Us what it is that alfo prefles down 
the Attnofpherty befides other ObjeiHons which wcfliall 
foon take occafion to treat more largely o f j but the 
Queftion however Is anfwer’d by the Experiment 
above.

QueR. y. ^f; Wife kept Company three monthr within 
HI Miny by whom Jhe received in Injury, but revealing of 
it to me I freely forgave her, fpird no ce/I for a Chyrur- 
geon, and kepf it private j which Clemency Jhe Infulied 0- 
ver, and fiill kept him Comany abroad, nay when I  found 
it out hy undoubted Witneffes, Jhe again and again deny'd 
it 5 this incens'd me againfi any farther recontiliation, and 
being Trilling to part with her privatelyy I  gave her three 
days notice to provide her wearing Apparel, but Jhe refus'd 
it till I  forced her away The next day came two of her 
friends to moderate the matter, to whom I  confented again, 
and received her tbt fame Night, but the day following 
{being rbe 15th. of laji January) I  was deck’d to a 
Breakfafi, and in my abfence Jbe ran away with all my 
Plate i I  am tbreatned by her Friends to be Ruin’d, and 
do expeSI to be run in Debt by her, Jhe being in South­
wark, and likewife I  am afraid of a decay in Trade, 
iktfpi^g a puhlick Houfe :)  I  pray your advice in this fad 
Calamity?

Anfw. The firR thing you do, put her into the Ga~ 
qette, declariog for Reafons befl known to your felf, 
that no one give Credit to her, either as to Money or 

■ Commodities, as alfo give notice that all your Credi­
tors (if any) do forthwith in fome fhort time bring in 
all their Bills, Bonds, Obligations, (yrc. to whom you 
now Rand indebted. Alio for preventing other Mif- 
chiefs, fend us in the Names of fuch pprfons, the place,

V* may e^Hually nuk* good out Jirft Prtm ji t f ^  
I  fvering all vumter t f  Sl*f*(ilens fen* us, we d tjip  u  frig 

an APPENDIX ta i f  five Vollum«»/ig
Athenian Mercury, which faid Appendix JbaU ijo  jI»b,
andemtain ^nfwers to aU tbefi ingeitieus Sluefiins andOcwiw- 
eesy&x. which we have net n m t o  tnferx euhtr 
Mercuries or i2 lumbers that cemfJeat ^em, or Supplements uki, 
which (aid Su)>plc[nents are now tf c«Rt>ns .^nfwers so 
fr vei/«  tAe Rarities f/Englatid, ^ c . Tint inhertforeuA prti 
out (^erifis tt continue fita in f in their S ^ flio n s as firm ii 1 
SmithsColfee-houfctw Scocks-Market, and when we baverttmd 
Sjiefiions enough (  with what we have already by w  )  to fill ttfhi 
feremensian*d^ppendixy we Jhill give themf. S
carry on tbit great and difficult aVfrb Society fiwi
Cambridge Ostord m  pwpo/i to render our Vniae
l îng cimpleat, and to give fu ll fitisf/sAien i f  all our Sutrifis. T«* 
.AppenOix here promised we JbaU add an ..Mpl>aketlcal Table, ctafr 
bending the Contents o f  all our Mercuries and Supplements.

That Gentleman that fent word he has ftv« 
Poems, and other remarkable things by himi/u» 
ference to thofe that fuffer’d in the Wtfi, 
deftred to fend ’em with all fpeed to foU vm  
at the Raven in the Poultry, we having a M  
receiv'd feveral Occurrences to cempleat tiioBiaii 
Affixes, & c. will foon have it in the Prcf&

The Fifth Polume of the Athenian KerciHT * 
now publifli’d, refolving all the mofl Nice aniCteim 
^efiions propos’d by the Ii^enious o f either Sex, frcii 
Tuejday December iR. to Saturday ^anuery 3otb. iSf}- 
Price 1 /. d d. This Fifth Polume is neatly dale BP * 
Marble Paper, with a General Title, Preface iiwl®' 
dex to it. Printed for ^obn Dunton at the Raifliatb 
Poultrey j where are to be had the Firfi, seced, iW 
and Fourth Fclumes of the Athenian Mercury j (imc!* 
Supplements to ’em ) and alfo the Preface, lcd«“J 
1 a Numbers alone that compleat the fliR 18 NibbI)̂  
o f the Fifth Volume, or any of the fingie M»rcoi® 
from the HrR publication to this time.

antertffement̂
Good Old Caufe: O r the 

J  Captain C haraileriz’d. InaSerflW* 
not preach,d, nor needful to be preacliM » 
any place fo properly as in a Gamp. 
Edmhnd Hickeringill Redlor o f  the 
o f AU Saints in Colchejfer .yPt'inted for J. 
at the Raven in the Roultrey.

* *  The New Wijh, in two Parts. To tbe Tun*̂  
the former Wilh, J^lUve to grow eld- Printed tor n* 
Burdet.

The Ladies Queftion will be anfwered nett 
and the Poetical* Queftions n t j x  Saturdt^.

Some confiderable time Cnee we received a.ti®mi .jvuic n in e  unce w e  retcivcu
piece o f Fire-Turfr, id order to make an Experin  ̂
- - 1 - ^ - 1  '* '** • •'we defire the fame Opportunity again, together wit
Name o f the place whence it comes.

'His is to give Notice, That Dr. Cafarelli
nijier, will preach every Sunday in the 

Guild-hall Chappet, continuing next Sunday of ihis f ^VJUUU-U4U î nappei, conttnutng KxtSunaayej r u 
February, where will alfo be Prayers according tom ^
and Liturgy of tbe Church England

L  O N D d N ,  Printed for 3 o ^  ®antOU at the RdvctiLn the Pou^ne;.
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