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The Athenian Mercury:

NCUefDa'g, fdruary 25. 1692.

Queft. 1. A LN N *
/"A 1 gaydefervirig Young Ludy™ Ad tho hsr
L \ Fortune's rrfrt btlove mine™ made her sc-
~nted whh ny Pi8ion™ which Jhe neither encoursgd nor
rt/wi. but dejerrd giving me tn Anfveer, nor woudever
kir Infer meto cme into her Cotnpinr for 13 Tears. At
JiU jteh™ fttit fiir Mf ardr™pgr'd her Liil Brexthtn
aj Ams, with all tire expreffms cf .1l real AffeSlion, 3
Trtrf ire pnce pajsdy in which noiwithfianding all my en-
ibvvours to a ChrijUars Refignation, -} Orief hof at Uf
hrtuehi nreinto awiping Ccnfumpiion. jo that tis mpijji-
me to be cured, althh i viiy for fame tine™continue”™
(ntre while my requicfi is, ihatyotir Society won d give their
Opniononthe following .~eltms:

Fifft, H'ill this my uncccvuntible Love to a Creature be
injsfffi 19 mefor Sin, fince | can by no means whbaiever pre-
ivu this nyineviuble Fate™ SV

z. ifher departed Scirit car befenpble of this my Grip,or if
ti NeWsf of judgmentfe will hnow e thus tohave lov d her?

3 // vcemfttin Heaven, rvheiher there wefiull havemore
Lirr 10 each Quor tftan 10 the rep of the glorified Saints,
w.viihpaniing Al cirnd Love jhallbe gnite banijht in thtr
Stitt where there is neither marrying nor giving in Marriage.®

Alijw. The Gendeman who propoles dicfe “tfe/howx
Wreci us not 'o infert the Letter he lent with em, ac-
corciii’ ly we have Printed no more of it than we
thought ablblurely neceflTary, that the Reader might
Hoderflaiil the thing.  For the of the Relation, we
Ihaud think it n Romance, the palTages arc io jtrange,
alythe exprefTions feem too lively to be feignd : But
"htther one or t'other, we doubt not but the Ladies
*11 excreamly'.ncy ihe U'fortuyutel.o: er, and blame his
Mifti'efsfor her unac:ou” ible bev™ticy and Folly. _thé
o onthe ocher fide isbo. nd by all'he Laws' of Knight
Errantry, right or wrong, to de'end her, and find out
fore fikrec Reafon or ocher to call her the moft ge-
rerosromin in tne World. However, we thall med-
deno further with that Conti overlie, lead, luppohng
“Ye Story true, w'c Hiou'd be thought to make ont
[elves too men7 with the miferable, and therefore fhall
hnmediatelv fall to anfwering hiS Queftions. To the
fiirji, He calks more like a Lover chan a Chripian, in
nis Utvicable Fate, and his aSli-n' are but too corref-
pondent to his words. It's an u'ual thing with lovers

call that Face, which is only n inveterate habit, pr

unregfonelle Refoluiion, and to mink they have uled
til the m™ans poffible to conquer fuch a pajjion or ba-
when they do the quite contrary, and fted and in-

as much as they areable« Its a verydiffi-

thing QO love any Creature very pafTionately, with-
loving it better chan him who delbrves infinitely
"isrc than all our love 5 which is not only a Sin, but
e daming one without Repentance, and will undoubt*
Ny be imputed as filch to thole who are guilty ot it.
Idthis cafe nothing of difculty, which Lovers call im-
~bility can excufc, the Conqueft being ablblucely ne-
~N*ry, and therefore, as Catullus fays in a like cafe,
“ nttft be done, whether it canor no. Twou’d be enqui-
r<#v.hetlier he s lodeed ufed atk the proper means,

"'ell asendeavours, to obtain this Refignation. Has
ACall'd in Religion as well asR«<«/a»to his aid agalnft a
Wi/efi Lowi Has he defired Itronger help than his owm
jelolutions. both from Earth And Heaven? Has he ac-
wiowledg'd his Idolatry in loving toowell what he has
sjow loft, and which might be the occafion of his lo-

Has he read .Mr. Boy/sof Love, wheie

Cafe isvery near the fame with his ownjifhe

*Msdonealichis, we think he may look on his diftemper

>s (e pUBIifhmen:,as well as effeS of his extravagant Faf-

andwou’d hope he has had all his Hflf here,as we are

« had all hisPargaiory, and that on aasofconti-

m g Rifignttion and Repentance he may hope to be happy
better World.

id, For the fecond, it confiRs oftwo parts, IVhetber
her departed Spirit can be nowjenfible of his Grief." And
whether at the Day of judgment Jhe will hytow him thus ta
have lovd her ? To the firft, we are extreamly in the
dark as to the Law's of the Inhabitants ofthe other
W<)rid. It fhou'd feem by many authentick Relations,
that at leaft on extraordinary occafions, there have bin
appearances in  the e>hupes and Names ot deceafed Perfons
to their Friends. But this we are apt to believe to
haVe bin either the illufions of the Devil, or if the
deceas’d were good Men, fome good Spirit forming
themfelves an airy Body, (tho’ the cafe of SawKf/ is per-
haps an exception) fince the Spirit of the Righteous are
at reft, far remote from our dufty little (pot of matter,
tho’ we know not but iliofe of Bad men, being already
in the Cuftody of their Tormentors, may be hurried a-
bouc (like the Roman P;ilbners) wherever their Jaylor
pleafes. To the (dyeftion then. If the Lady were re-
ally fo Pious as her l.0'-'crs Character de'eribes her™
Ihe’s now Happy, and ch6 not in a State fully perj-M, yet
liire in fuch a oneasadmirs of no Pi/rwKf/on.  But this
it muff need’; be, cou'd fhe know how mijerahle fhehas
made one chat loves hc-r, fuppofing (lie has yet any of
the Sentiments of humanity left, which i fhou'd feem
by the parable of Dives, arc not quite diverted, even
in a darker M'orld; anftif fhe has none fuch, ’tis in-
ditfcienc whether file knows her Lovers Grief, or is
ignorant of it. To the ai. partofthe (iuery, Whether
at the Day ofjudgment JJt reillhnow him thus to have lov'd
her ? We anfwer, if fhe knows it not before, 'tis not
likely flie'll know it then, unlefs he’s call’d to anfwer
for it at tiiatdreadful Bar. However, whether fhe
does or no, he may affuie himfelf they’ll I>e then both
too much concern’d, eirher with fufpenfe, or rather
Joy or Sorrow, at the Succefs of the Great Aifize,
which muft conclude their Lpates to endlefs Ages, ever
to mindthe EfFedfsofa v.’hich iartedfbr
a few momerti while they were upon Earth. To the

3. 'I"Yhethi-r if they are ib liappy to meet in Hea-
ven, there will be more Love between ’em to eacho-
thcr, than to the reft- of the glorified Saints : M'e muft
firrt enquire, wT.erher we rtialllb much as linowone ano-
ther these if not, we doubt Lovers Souls will be in
the fame cafe with others, unlefs they make ul'e otMr.
Drydens expedient, and wear reT/>/02u to
dirtinguilh 'em:” Tho' we muft confefs ojir
Judgment is for the Atfirniative, as we
chink we have furmerly declar'd it, and
chat feparate Souls fliall know eadi other, acleartglo-
rify’d SainCi, when perfect in Heaven j becaufe their
knowledge wou’'dbe impeifedl if they rtjou'd not,and
that in relation to fuch Ohjedfs as wou’'d conduce to
the addition and perfeiSion of their Happinefs, aswell
as the Glory of him who chiefiy makes it : Becaufe the
Society ofSaints in Glory, is by all granted to be one
ofthe Bl'ffes of Heaven, but Society without “nowledge
can't be eafily conceiv’d. Becaufe we fliall be then
like the Angels, who wcare fine know eai.h ocher, and
whom we believe indu'd with all knowledge they are
capable of, asthey feem to be of all but what is itifi-
nite. Becaule otherwife we fhou'd be lefs perfeibthan
we are upon Earth. Becaufe if there be any thing gt
humanity left, (and the Elftntials will fiill remain; it
feems congruous to fuppol'ewe fhan't be without what
we fhou'd think wou’d conduce Ib much to qur happi-
nels, as to fee our Friends partake thereof. Becaufe
there are no valuable objeblions againft it, that _of.(<-

being ignorant ofus, and St. Fuk/xknowing no

Plan after :he Fhjl), relating plainly to our ftate in this
M'orld. Andlaftly, Becaufe it feems agreeable to the
Divine Equity, chat the OUigaiions (] Graipude fliou d ne-
ver ceate, but Urtesento the other World, we njea%
iuc

s Firhmmio
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fuch real Obligations, as the Effe»Jisof 'em are Eternal,
fucji as make us more Virtuous and Holy, and fuche-
I'pecially as bring us to Heavenj and it they laft lo
long, how can they be acknowledg’d and repay'd, un-
kfs we know thole who conferrd 'em : Notwithftand-
ing which lower degree at Happinelis, the Infinite Being
nuy be ftill all in dJ™ and we may in all the reft only
admire and love the expreftions, or Eminations ot his
Goodiiels. That’sa Notion which may add fome light
to tliis, which is embiac'd by peribns ot very good
Senceand Leai ni ig. and whioii we think, but few deny j
namely, That luchgood Works of good Men as furvive
‘'em here, for inftance Books ot Devotion, and in a fence
good Examplef™ (~c. when they have an elTed on fuch
as they leave behind, ftiill thereby advance their actu-
al Glory and Ftlicicy in the other World. And xc
not then highly probable, that luch as are advantag'd
by 'fn;, nay, diredied to chat happy place, ftiou'd, when
they on<e V..iive there, both know and acknowledge
their B™nefa.ors?— And here may be room for the
Unhappy Ic™:' ;i pleafe himlelf with not impoftible
hopesj for iiM))' or liofe pieces of Service he did the
LOdy while fhe ufic furh as made her really
more Religious here, am! -..'-le iiappy above 3 nay, if
he imitates her Piety arid virtue, whereii he thinks
the as tar exceeded o::.eis,usi;j he. Gc ero'ifyandBeauty,
tiiPnt.hey may proba.dy notonly Fyoar, but Love each
other becter than ochois in .a barer World. But then
he muft have a care to ieguUte his extrjvagant Pajfun
for her Menmory here, or elfe he only fiatcets himielf
when he hopes to get thither, and muft expertto ex-
change this long fepamion for what will be Eternal. And
thus i»uch for the 3 ~uefiions  cnxtdespairing Lover.

Queft. 4. A certain perfon having bin contracleito avir-
tueus Gentleivm.tn, being troubled in Confcience about jome
unjufi anions be bad formerly committed, he reveals his dijcon-
tent to her, buiveiihal promifes to mafie afull reHiiuiion to
allthat he had wrong'd, and immediately jets about and per-
formsit, withont prejudice to his Reputation; However, this
Vifeovery has ful;_him fo low in her ejietm, and'its fo great
a Trouble to her tofind her felj engagd toa Man that has
own d himfelfguilty of fuel) Crimes, thatjhe thini”™s Jbemay
juftly fieeher jelffrom all the promifesfix has made him ofbe-
ing hu IVife. The MNixftion is, ff"hether a Man that has mede
avoluntary rejliturion without any cmpulfion, but that ofhis
Confcience, andfirmly refolves never to commit the leaji inju-
fiice agen, ought to be refiaSled upon, and treated as a dijho-
neji Perjon, when be hopes the jiains of what* paft may be
wajhtoffby his repentince,and whether this beajufi Caufefor
her to difengage her [elffromhim? A fpeedy Anfwer is defi-
red,for the parties concern'd referrthemfelvestoyour determi-
nation f

Anfw. Then we’ll foon decide the Controverfte, and
doubt nor bur the Ladies will be of our tide, and for
once all vote 'againft their own Sex. If Ingenuity or
Repentance be a Sin, the Lover has certainly committed
the unpardonable one. Sure the Lady never lov'd him,
or elfe her ocher now properly jcrupuUus Virtues have
perfttaded her that neither Prudence or Generolicy
were to be reckon’d in tliac number. Where thoud a
Lover triift a Secret if not where he loves, and its but
avery ill return to ?eje(ft him for the liigheft volun-
tary Argument ot his confidence and Efteem ? But the
thinks he’sanill Man, and that diiengages her.> No,
he’s good and virtuous, and this fliou'd chain her more
clofely than before. Rcpeatance is a lovely Virtue, and
it ought not to be frown’d upon, butto be encourag’d
and rewarded, and gives a new Title to her Heart: He’s
really as good, nay perhaps better than he was before,
nay we dare pofitively affirm he is fo, on fuppofi-
tion he's fincere, for true Repentance is better than bare
Moral hongjly 3 and that this is true, we have all the
marks whereby it can be known to Man. Here’s Sor-
row, here’s here's Refihution, nor is fo much as
his Reputation lully’d, 'tis clear befoft God, what was
done being now undone agen, and man knows it not,
nor any but the herfelf, who knows icasalecret only,
and therefore’tis to be asif not known, and at the lame
tima knows his Relfitution and Repentance. Tis no
Crime againft publick Government,for which reftitution
can'tbe made, asTreefon or Murder. But iiereRf/vu-
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tMC! has remov’'d the [tain, and Reftitution the Injuftkt.
The Cafe being thus ftated, and the Evidence lummerf
up, we now gravely proceed to Sentence, and'tis. That
the Seal his Pardon immediately, and iii witneis thereof
give him her Hand at Duf"es-place,or where elie the pleales,

Queft. f. fVhtther it be lawful for a marryd Man tt 1fs
his Neighbours Wife, out of realref~H and afeSlion /

Anfw. Yes undoubiedly, out ofretpeit none willd™
ny, and if not real, fo much the worfe 5 out of affe<fti<
too, for we are to Love our Neighbour. Tis tah-
(TiW, no Sex excepted, or mention’d 3 but it muft bean
honeft affedtion andielpedl, tho’ we may thus ar
Neighbours Wife, we mayn't Covet our Neighbours Wife
The Aitedfion Ihou'd be pure and innocent, as was that
ofthe Primitive Chriftiaos in their Rifs of Peace, andif
either the Caitfe or EffeU of what’s mention’'d be other-
wife, we ought to forbear it.

<~eft. 6. Whether a Lady beingin Levs with anyVan, it
be lawful for her to a{_his Confent f

Anjw. Yes, yes, poor Creature, its hardto ftarve out
of Civility, for want ofasking meat when we are hungry.
But if the has no Friend in the World to fpeakagood
word for her, if flie can't fo much as write neither, let
her thow him the Athenian Mercury, Vol.y.N.
and that’s as much a handfomer way than downright co-
ming to the point, ar thole are accounted more
Beggars, who trudge about with their Papers and R
commendations, than fuch as ply in walks, with
Pray Mr.-for Godsfal”™e beftow the Gift ojone furthing.

Queft. 7. 1 defire thefpeedy Anfwer of this d”~ftion 1 Fe
years ago! marryd a Gentlewoman onlyfor her Virtue sni
Beauty, which Jheyet retainsto the higbejt degree. A Fried
to us both being very nslanchoUy, and near raving mad »iib
diforder of Mind, lIprefs'dto hnowthe occafion, heUdsmtiit
is pafiionatelj in love with my Wife, and without Enjoyrera
Jhall lay violent handson bimjelf, hecaufe his torment feem
infupportable: Confidering be is my Friend, £ ought tosfiji
him, unfidrringfhe k my Wife | ought not 3yet | havegiva
my leave, andjht N ..,iw:th nucbii-
luciancy,a>".' Jd.jerrd till we haveyour Opiim
Whether tt_ .ueorall threesand i f aSin,as undetk-
edly it muji,wbetheritsnoi better to commitit, thenfor ourgui
Friend to ufe violence, being the former may be repentedej, irs
the latter,accerding ;y H.Writ,m:ijebebk inevitable damnum}

Anfw. Ifever a ftory had the Air ofa Romance, thJ
certainly has, (and indeed there’sa Novel extant mud
like it.) But it really true, lure they are all 3 ravingttai
as well as one o f’em, for that’s the moll charitable O™
pinion we can have of the matter: Its plain the Man ii
no Fool chat writ the Letter, and yet we can hardly thiii
one who wou’d be luch a Contented Beafi, cou'd be cgq&
ble ot writing at that rate j therefore we rather fufpd
"twas the Spark himfelf,or the cunning fomewhat ofawlle
that indited it. Butif there be any thing offincericyM
truth in the bufinels, (fince as to bis Wives admired Vir-
tue we muft beg his pardon) we anfwer what lure rwe
doubt but themlelves, that luppoling the Spark inary
haft or neceffity of killing himielf, which itTeemshe S
nor, for he can ftay till he hears our anfwer, better ke
fhou'd do lo,than all j be guilty of wilfully pondred Aid-
tery,™ damning Sinaswell as Murtbtr. 1f he’s really Ibind

as reprelented, get him chain'd, tho’ we doubt BdU*
wou'dnoc be lo fit for him as Bridewell.

An Advercifement to all our Querifts.
we MY gl llymalfegMd  jiTji premie & /n-
fwewig aU msmtfr of Sueftums fern us rtLtunt u Xeii-
. r 8l®™fohricks,Portry, Miiliclc, Anti%uitg,Hiftory,N*ni-
rdl Phiiolopliy,ti?f. we dofi™ toyrint an APPENDIX
7P J> Volumew/wAtliemanMercury,wfcici faul.~ppendix (bdea-
pjt 0/120 joeets, with .Xnfwers to aU theft ingenious SneUstnseed
Octurrextes,Otc..whicb we have not room ie vnfert either ineurlSreetlll}
Mercuries or 12 Numbers that cempleat “em, or Supplements
which /did Supplements now to contain .Anfwers
4 iTtf/l« ti# Kantics efEnghud, &c.This is therefore to defved
«« Querifts te continue finding in their S*Aims asfermenj >
Smiths CofFcc.houlci» Stocks-Market, and when we have receh-d
Suefiiom enough ( with what we have already by vs ) tofill
feremenihn*d*ppendix, wefiaUgive publiclt Notice thereof.
carry onthk greatand difficult iVor{, we have in our Societyfnerd
Cambridge Oxlord StbeUrt* m uttndet curVnitfr*
Mingcompledd, andtdgive ful fitisfa&ion to aUour Suenfii. 1>
Appendix here promis’dwefiiall addan Alphabetical Table, centpr*

bending the Ontents of it, andofat our Mercuries atid SupplcmeoM
for the Tear t6°2.
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