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The Athenian Mercury.
jftlDajh Marcĵ  4. 1692.

a.

C ^ d t  I . T  "XAvir-g iveighed a Body in one Li~ 
I — I  ûor̂  to find the weight of it  in 
X  another, the abfolute gravity c f  

the Body, and Jfecifick, gravities of the two Liquor Sy 
being given.

A nfw . Suppofe a Cube of Water whofe Side is one 
Inch and half,and whofe weight is twoOunccs;fuppofe 
Cube of Lignum Vita, whofe Side is one Inch and 

a half,and whofe weightis three Ounces j fuppofe alfo 
that thisWood Cube weighs one Ounce in thatWater: 
Suppofe again otherWatcr Ifrengthned by Sah,fo chat a 
Cube of it whofe Side is one Inch and half, weighs 
two Ounces and half; the Queftion what is the 
weight of the firit Wooden Cube in the laft Water: 
Anlwc;-, the eighth or tenth part o f an Ounce.

Qiicft. 2. %ur Opinion of the Book_, Intituled, 
The Frauds of Romiln Monks and Prierts, there being 
jo many ridiculous and foolijh things charged upon 
them.

Anftp. If the moft ridiculous Paflages are true, 'tis 
»ery probable theleaftmay ; but we are farisfiedby 
other credible hands, befides the Author, that the 
Story of and the Monks Preachiig/o merrily
‘i/'Wj Ealtcr-days, are, (though the moft fufpicious) 
>ery certain Truths, the laft taking his Origine from 
8 falfe Interpretation o f thofe woixls in die Pfalmift, 
Ihw K the day of the Lord, we will rejoice and be 
^ i n i t .  Becaufe every Perfon hath not read the 
w k , we will here give the Relation j Being once on 
3n Bajier-day in Bononia, I went to St. Peter*s 
Qiurch, the Preacher was one o f the Fathers Socco- 

j after he had ridicul’d other Texts he quoted 
16. The Maries came to the Sepulcher, orto 

Jam foie, after Sun-rijingi he oppofed to i\ii%^shn 
I'U I. They came very early before it  was yet light ;

reconcile which, he faid, That, for his part, he 
believed that the Maries did not rife till tong after the 
SuKWas rifen, and indeed till it was near Noon, for 

f fays h e ) that thn goes for very early rifmg 
fPithour l u l i i n  Ladies, who do not come to Majs on 
>̂ffidajs till It be half an hour after Eleven or Twelve 

the Cloek̂ -, andhereupcxi he began inaComicalman­
lier to reprefent a Woman waking out o f her fleep, 

time fhe cakes to rub her Eyes, to Itretch her 
and an hundred other impertinent Follies, 

which put all ihc Church into a loud Laughter. Then 
^  proceeded and faid, That indeed the Maries were 
tijsn very early in the Morning, but that they needed 

tnudj time to drefs andtrief^up themfclves, that it 
tPas very late before they could get out of Doors, 
^htch was the reajon they could not reach the Sepuh 

till after the Sun was rijen, Orto jam foie : 
“ fre he rejffefentcd Women dreifmg themfelves, the 

they (pend in drciling their Head, laying on of 
'^mt, fixing their Patches, and making an hundred 
faces before the Looking-GIailes, and exprelt all chefe 
f  ̂ rticulars admirably well with his mimical Geftures; 
W’s curious Thought he immediately back’d with an- 
Ouier, I cry Mercy, faid he, the M.iries scere not fueh 

âin pi.'omen as I  have been jufi now dejeribir.g, but 
"̂ty were Gojppping Houj'ewifes, they refe ana went 

indeed betimes in the Mornir.g, hut before 
b̂ey could take theif leaves of their Neighbours, much 
ĵf^U'itsJpent Jo that they could not come to the Se- 

t^her till it was too late. Orto jam Jole. He en- 
ĵjrgcd himfelf upon the Tattling and Goifipping Dif- 
wiric of Women, and mentioned fuch ridiculous ftulF 

.^ n g (t it, that the Cardinal Archbifhop who was
ficrcburft out into a Laughter.------- TneirProcef-
>ons are not kfe ridiculouily Wicked; the Anchor 

^*3tcs many Inltanccs on ihis Subject, as well as 
other Write, s, p.nticubrly Monjieur Mifjim 

“u Voyage iuto Iraiy, has an odd Defeription of a

Company of Beggars, who reprefented the Hidory of 
our Saviour's Temptation. T is  too long to infert 
here, fo that we refer the Inquificive to P. 90. Tom. i . 
o f the fame Voyage.

Queft. 3. J9''hat was tbeThule o f the Ancients ?
Anfw. Both our Ancient and Modern Geographical 

Hiftorians have difagreed upon this Point, fo diat it 
would be a great Folly for us to pretend a decifion o f 
the Queftion; indeed a late Author has offered to 
determine the Cafe, but he has been pleas’d to keep 
his Reafons to himfelf: the Phenicians, to obfeure their 
Difeoveries in this Ifland, gave out it was a Land of 
Darknefs. However we will cell you what has been 
writ o f it, and leave it to the Querift*s Judgment to 
decide as he thinks f i t ; Ortellius fuppofos it to be 
apart ofNow/i;'call’d C/unbden thinksic 
is the Scheland IJlands in the Caledonian Ocean, now 
call‘d Thylaujel, others fuppofe it to be Iceland. I{ud» 
beckius Olavius fpeaks o f the Voyages o f the Tyrians 
in the Ifland o f TyWe, Pt'xIiivitxcSweedland. Anto~ 
nius Diegenes compofed Twenty four Books o f this 
Kland, relating in them many flrange and incredible 
things, (a little after the death ot Alexander the 
G reat; which according to Pbotius he boafted to have 
read amongft the ruin‘d Monuments qI Cyprus. The 
Learned Dane, Ijaccius Pontanus, believes it to be the 
Tyleufcs, and he backs his Opinion with the authority 
o f many Greek, and Latin  Authors, as from the Hi- 
ftoryof Adam de Bremc, Written in Anno ic6 y , of 
Saxtn the Grammarian, and o f Andrew Velleius. But 
Arrgrimus Jonas, who was well skill'd in the CoUe- 
(ftion of Iflands gives it to his Country ; for innumer­
able more fuch Opinions, fee Cbrymogaa feu rerum 
IJIandtcartm librt tres. Hamburg 1630. In quarto, 
and Specimen IJlandia Hyjiericum, &  magna ex  
farte Cborographium, at Amfterdam, 1643. In 
quarto. Anatome Biefkeniana. Hamburg, 16 18. In 
quarto.

Queft. 4. What is your Opinion o f that famous 
PaJJdge in jofephus in the a^h Chap, of the i %th Book, 
of his Antiquities that relates to Jejus CbriJI,

Anjw. We have reafon to doubt that the Author o f 
this C^ery is rather a Deifi than a Chrijltan: 6y the 
word Opinion is cunningly infinuaced a Dilemna, vir,. 
either the Paffage is true or falfe, i f  true, why fo 
many good Teltimonies againft it as we meet with of 
lace ? i f  falfe, why is it brought to prove there was 
fuch a Perfon as our Saviour, who !iv‘d at fuch a time, 
work'd Miracles, was Crucify'd, tŜ c. We would not 
have medled with this paifagein Jofephus, had not a 
late Author determin'd it falfe, perhaps to the preju­
dice o f feme weak inquifitivc Chriftians. But this 
Author, who by the bym uftbevery narrow fighted, 
or fee chat an Ingagement in this Qucltion would be 
but little Service to any Perfons but fuch as lay hold of 
every opportunity, chat may Scandalize Chriftianity j 
but we have to tell that Author, and all others that 
are inquifitivc about the Truth o f Chri(tianity, that 
we may fafely grant that Paflage to be fictitious, fince 
wc have enough more to our purjwfe, from tlie Te- 
ftimony of the greateft Enemies o f Chriftianity, as 
Celjus, Julian, ApoUoneus, Thyaneus, African, Lucian, 
Porphius, and Pilate himfelf who Crucified him fcii5 
to Tiberius a full Account of our Saviour and his Mi­
racles, which were Regilh-ed in the publick Anna's at 
ppme, whence we find the Primitive Fathers, as Ter- 
tullian, Apol. Chap, J u(iin Martyr, in Second
Apology, refer fo often to the Records in the Ppgiflrjs 
for au Evidence of the Origine and Truth of tlie Cliri- 
llian Religion; but we IwvcaCIoud of Wicnefles to 
confirm what JoJep!rus*̂ i paffage fails to do with fomrf 
Perfons, as ?aul Horattus, Lutropm, Pliny, Sueto- 
mus, Dion, Tranquillus, CoTnehiis Tacitus, yplm,
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!.ampriJius, Satnwiniif, all v̂htch fufficiendy 
Evidfiice the matter o f Fadt, if  ^ofephus had never

C iu eft. 5. Gentlemen, I  defire you would Anfwer 
th ^ lo w in g  QuejUon in your next Mercury tffojji- 
h!e, becaufe tlxre is a Pf'.iger defends upon the An- 
Cwer, and t̂is to be decided by you j the SHtejUon k 
this, -vi:(. What Land is that now that is caUed the 
Land of V:(, and in what Year Job lived m

Anjiv. U t: or Au:{, was named from XJ:{ the cldclt 
Son of Abraham’s Brother’s Son Bu: ,̂ and unra this 
Au:{ or Vs;_ Abraham fent the Sons of his Wite Kp- 
tura from whom Job defeended. ■ Elihu the
BuxitevtiiSoiBu:^, and in JerewjW; the 25. 2.0.23. 
Aux or V^, and Bu:{ and Tema, Saba, Median, 
Chaldea, Minvai are adjacent, and from hence comes 
the Aujitee Ptolom. Tabl. 4. — —“ Dionyfws the Greeks 
Cofmographer was born at Teredon on the Perliax
Gulph, which was n e a r  Job’s C o u n t r y .  ------- The
J/hmaelites were his Neighbours, the Wild Arabians, 
the Caldeans and Sabeans were alfo near; but by reafon 
o f the Viciflitudes of Kingdoms, L.inguages andSuc- 
ccifion of Ages, we arc at a lo fs, many Towns 
and places in England in Ancient Hillories and Chro­
nicles are named, but none can tcU which were 
the places at this day, much more in places fo re­
mote , in Languages fo unknown, in Nations fo 
Barbarous. So it was not V :', o f the Race ot Efau, 
that is mentioned. The Difeourfe he had with his 
Rel.ations that came to vilit him, was about the time 
of Mojes Birth.

Querft. 6. fVnat is the reafon why a Chequer is 
p ! a ^  at Ale-houfe Doors ?

Anfw. This Queition was fent us fome Months 
lince, and we then thought it not convenient to 
anfwer it, becaufe it was o f no more ufe to a Wife 
Man, than to know how Old Prejior John’s Grand­
mother ipas; but becaufe fome Perfons arerelolvd 
to befatisfied, thoatthe Expence ds Abujes, we de­
f i l e  the 'Xhougbtful to pardon our Digreifion, whillt 
wc thus anhver in our own Defence. The moft 
Ancient publick Houfes were Inns, which had parti* 
cular Licenfes from the Barons o f the Exchequer, and 
paid fiich a Tribute into the Kings Exchequer for 
liidi Licenfes, and therefore were marked with a 
Chequer, as the only Sign then o f publick Enter­
tainment. Some have believed that Chejs was all 
the Play ufed by our Ancejiors in fome publick 
Houfes, which therefore had a Chequer for Diftindion 
lake, RSzBilliard-Iable.Scc. art now: Ewilhs A nti­
quity o f Chequers (as being the firlt Signs, as allb 
that for a great while after that Branch ot the Revenue 
was Tributary to the Crown,no other Signs were ufed) 
fiiowsthis lalt Opinion to be Palfe, utdefs they will 
have it, that no other Game was ufed by our Fore­
fathers but Chefs; as alfo that all Houfes of publick 
Entertainment v/eve Gaming-houfis. W'e could find 
in our Hearts to be merry for once, and tell the World, 
that we have read of a Monkey in the King of Spains 
Court, who was very Skillful at [VideBel-
thaŝ pr Cajhlion de Aulico) but that would be .as 
Forreign to the Matter, as his Fanev was from Senfe, 
that would needs tye a B^ven and an Owl together. 
becauje they were Birds of a Feather.

Q ueft.y. O f what Antiquity is Dancing upm the 
Bppes, and what may be fuppofed to give tbefirjl Btfe 
to that PraHice ?

Anfw. ’ Tis too Ancient a Cuftom to determine 
its Original; Terence mentions it as a Pradficc in his 
days; fee his Prologue to the Hecyra: And long be­
fore him we read o f it pradbe’d amongft the Ancient 
Grecians, notonlyby Men but by ElepKancs them- 
fclves. Scaliger in his Exercitations 232. p. 728. 
f|x*aks of Elephants dancing on Ropes. Arijhtle fpcaks 
o f  walking upon Ropes; asalfoStti^ww/Uj lib.y.cap.d. 
and dE//d?nn lib.de Animal tells us. That Elephants 
were taught to walk upon Ropes in his time; and *tis 
a fair Suppoiiiion that Men were not lefs Adive in that 
Age, nor unacquainted with a Pradicc they would 
teach to other Creatures.

Queft. 8. Whether Dr. Chamberlain’/ Prefent State 
o/England he themofipernicious vile Book^that ever 
appeared in the World r*

Anfw. We hi^c w'e have already given a fufficient 
Anfwer to this (^eition in our ialtMercury,N«wi».9. 
iiteft. 2. .

Gentlemen, I  makp bold to interrupt your msre 
Serious Occupations with this pretty merry Story: 
I  wasth'other day in a Company of Ladies, one of 
them a brisk, young Widow, of a She-friend of
hers, a very handjbmc and lovely Creature, who, before 
her being married to her now Husband, had been 
courted Jix Tears by a Gentleman as well accomplifM 
as any Man. This late Wooer of hers, Jdid fhe, is 
always with her at home, at Meals, at Walks, at 
Church, iieth at her Hlnife, fometimes whole Months 
together; her Husband Jeeth, and is privy to all this 
yet finds no fault in it. I  was asked, whether beiw 
married with fuch a Wife, I  would approve of it, and 
be pleafed at her carriage, lanfwered. No. Then fhe 
fe ll foul on me, and call’d me Jealous, addisig,That if 
fh e had a Husband of my Humour, fh e  would makp 
him a Cuckold. A  Gentleman married to a vtrj 
handfome Woman, now beyond Sea, took, part with 
tlse Widow, and faid. That a Husband ought to have 
a blind Complaifance for his Wife, and approve of 
any thing fhe doth.I beg your Ivfirutiions and Anfwers,

Quell. 9. WnetJjer I  was m the right or no, and 
your reafons for it ?

Quell. 19. Whether the Widows Virtue is BpaUnd 
True, fmee fhe feems ready to part with it  upon a 
Caprice or Chimera ?

QueA.i i -Whether the Gentleman did not givelooi 
ground to fujpcii him to have been, or to be in the way 
to Horn-Fair ?

Anfw. T o  the firft Queftion, The Querift might 
polfibly be millaken, lince the Friendfhip might be 
veryjult and Hoaourable, both to the Lady and her 
Husband; and *tis a very fair Argument it was fo, 
lince her Husband has by this time h.id Oppormnitiei 
enough to experience liis Merit or Demerit.

Tothefccond we anfwer, That ’ cis veiy probable 
that the Ladies Railery w.is Innocent, and what (he 
faid was only for Arguments fake, and nothing farthtt 
really intended by it} but if Ihe was in earnelt (which 
weeanY believe without knowing the contrary) flielet 
her Verrueatacheap Rate, by Bartering it awayfot 
Humour or Revenge.

T o the third, The Gentleman’s extent of Charity in 
approving every Adionof a Wife, might be a great 
Prejudice to his Credit, if he purfu’d it;  but *tis »ery 
likely the Gentlemancamc in fora Ihare of theM ^  
atid out o f pure Complaifance to the Lady, took h*t 
part in the Railery.

Quell. 12. Some Philofophers fay. That a Mw 
weighs heavier before Dinner than after i Pray the 
reafon o f i t  ?

Anfw. There can be no reafon given for that whiw 
is not, but we are experimentally allur’d the contrary 
is true, which is anlwer enough. There are a great 
niany Vulgar Errors which Sir Thomas Brown hasnt* 
taken notice of, that pafs for Truth amongft fo®®. 
Perfonswho are not willing to be attheExpcncc^ 
a little Examination.

Queft. 13. /  dejire to know whether *cis Poffiblt 
there fhould be any Day-light without the Sun t

Anfw. Light was created at firlt, .and had its CiT* 
cumrotation «f Day and Night three days before th® 
Sun was made; See Gen. i .

sol
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*#* A  Fricntlly Difeourfe between an 
DilTenter .and a French Protertant, concerning 
Liturgy and Ceremonies of the Church ot 
By Daniel Lafite M. A. Redoc of Eaft-Dean J 
Sujfe.x. 1

An Hiftorical Account o f the Antiquity 
Unity o f the Britanick Churches, continued from t- 
Convcrlion of thefe Illands to the Chrilti.m Faiclj, J 
St. Augnjiine, to this prefent time. By a Presby <• 
o f the Clnirch o f England. ■ i

Both Sold by William Wpitwood at the Angci 
Bible in Little Britain.
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