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The Athenian Mercury:
____ __________________________________________ /

^ a t u t o a p ,  M arch  5. 1 6 9 2 .

Q̂ efl. 1. N Mr. David Jones’/ Fircrtll Sermon p. 
34. he jayŝ  he that ttlietb arty inert tje. 

__ ntt fix  in the hundred̂  bui be it never ft 
iitile, htjhiUdje ftrhisU[Hryy and hit Blood Jhall be npon 
k(j rrn had-, and page 3 8. He that gives er ta{et upon Uju- 
rj UvfitUy be curjeJ.; Fray your Thoughts upon this Do-

An[0. This and feveral more QuefHons of the fame 
Nirure have come to our hands, fo that purfuant to our 
leaner promlfes, we have oblig’d our (elves to anfwer 
■ fiii but the Matter is of that great confequence, that 
wha: W8 oftl-r, is lUll with fubmiffion to the Judg- 
ne?t of the moft Learned of our Divines, procefHng 
oar 0 vn Sinceritjr in this Affair. And that_ ’tis not 
therefult of prejudice, or Spirit of oppofition, but 
purely refpe l̂ to Truth that has enf.aged us therein, 
lad we declare, that ’cis our great Trouble that we 
law any occafion to oppole fucli Perfons, as we have 
Ourity enough to believe, do faithfully ard (incerely 
ndfavour the Reformation of the Abiifes of Religion, 
ltd the Sins of the prelent Times.

Ŝome things are uecelfary to be premis’d, to prevent 
Miftikes, leaft we be thought to julHfie thofe whom 
«irc bound to condemn, to wit, fuch Perfons as come' 
under chefe two Charges.

I. Thole who are Rich, and yet ex ift from the 
Poor, whereas we are comminded to give to, and re­
lieve the opprefllons o f  our Brethreo-

t. Thofe who immoderately defire Gain orlncreafe, 
*re Idolaters, and God forbid roe Jhould blefs the Covetm 
*bmGtiabborreih.

Perhaps there never was a time wherein ’twas lefs 
’'ecefbrv to teach men they fiiou'd love themselves than 

tad perhaps at this time Covetoufnefs is a more 
diiserfalsin than ever, it being obfervable, that-ma- 
wwho pafs for good Chriftians, and abhorr the Ex- 
e»Tcs of Debaachery, are yet deeply Guilty o f this 
S'n.

tn come to theQueflion, which is ( i f  we take 
jwfevsofallour Querifts together) JTimher itbeab- 

Mnltteful for any Perfon 10 receive any Increafe of any, 
r>‘<eH(egf their Moneys, or whether a poor min may receive 

a fUch M rchant, whomakf^ro 1. 3o l.,fo  
money. T« which we anlwer; T is 

”ect(JtTy 4r,il Ui»fui it  (he- Srnce we k ŵ ule it, alsho in 
fignificathn of the word, (to wit, Extorrion„pr 

I’l  grinding the Face of the P oor) it iscertiinly dm- 
P \  prove this as fnon as we have remarkt

W Succeffion of Ages, Conquefts of Empires, and 
■ evolutions of Kingdoms, ’lis evidently known, chat 
,* fame words have loft their firft fignirication, and 

v̂echang’fj fometimes for better, and fomecitnes for 
.^fe, Miguŝ  Tyrinnus, and many more, have run this 

which we fhall (peak mo' c largely of by and by. 
our Saviour has fulfilled the Law, that only 
morally evil, and what the Gofpel forbids, is 

^ ib u tU .u r y , as now cftablifhed by Law, is not 
L .'. nor is it forbidden under the Golpel, there-

CIS no Sin----- -T h e Major has bin the Language
,n Chriftian Pulpits fince C hrift; perhaps amongft 
ĵ m̂e Herefies which have yet appear’d fince our 
jj.''”*r, not one has difputed this particnltr. The 

anything we lee, >s as evident, for Loan of 
is fo fir  from an Injury, that 

If kiiidnefs, and has been tlie rife of thoufands

on thefe words of the ijth. Pfilm, Hithnoi 
out to ti\ury, Paraphrafeih thus, ‘ ‘ The 

“ hirU j  not State it any ocherwile than the Law
forbiddeth it to Ilrael, but 

it to ftrangers 5 as ’ ris faid, To Strangers 
Uni iR Ufury, but ’cis not fo allowed to rob,

<«

Kid

** fteal, GTf. o f Strangers, bat Ufury which takes from 
“  him with his Confcnt, is permirted, tho’ it hurt him : 
And a little after, “  But Israel are not bound to do fo to 
“  a Heathen, for he is not bound to (hew mercy to him, 
“  and to lend him for no^hing, becaiife they common- 
“  ly hate I'uelites j but i f  tliey (hew mercy to Ijrat- 
“ /iVf/, they are bound to (hew mercy to them':
“  And I have been the larger on this, that thou mayft 
“  anfwer the Chriftians, who fay David here makes 
“  no Difference l>etween an Ifraelite and a Gentile, birt

forbids all Increafe j but neither David nor the Pro- 
“  phet Eie{icl, &c. forbid or permk any other thing 

than the Law doth: As the Law laith, Thon Jhalt 
neither add to it, nor diminijb from it any thing.
Now Llfury of Money was allowed to be taken of 

Strangers, therefore not morllly evil.
Again, I f  Loan of Money at tf ^  Cent, is Snful, 

then allb all Trading, and every thing elfe that pro­
cures Money is a Sin 5 for no Man can Qjow how 
there (hou’d be a greater Moral Evil in Moneys procu­
ring Moneys, than in Houles procuring Houfes. As 
for Inftance, a Landlord Letts a Houfe to a Tenant, 
who alio has a fmall Houfe, and they bargain that the 
Tenant (hall have the ufe of the great Houle for fo ma­
ny Years, provided at the Expiration of (o many years 
the Landlord have his own houfe again, and the (mall 
houfe in lieu of Rent. Why (hou’d there be fuch a 
profound Veneration for Mimes and empty Sounds, as 
if  things were made for Mimes, and not for Names 
Things, is not Money and Money-worth the lame thing in 
Nature, tho’ two Names : All Merchants ( at this 
rate) that barter Goods for Goods arc llfurers, there 
can be no Trade, no Employ whatever withous 
llfury. The Lawyer puts his Law to ule, the Gown- 
man his Sermons, the Souldier his Blood, nay all the 
World are Ufurers, that endeavour for an honeft live- 
lidood, and provide for tfheir Families. Where’s the 
difference, if  I put out ?oo 1. to Incereft, or b y  it out 
in Lands, to have the Intereft o f it that way ? Hemuft 
make a very great difeover^ that can tell us in what the 
Moraliry o f thefe two Aflions differs.

Befides, llfury is not forbid by any exprefs Prohibi­
tion mder the Law, but only to the poor ; Vivid, E^?- 
hiel, &c. are properly Commentators upon the Law, 
therefore we muft look into the Law it lelf for ft, and 
there we find it but three times mentioned, Exod. 21. zy. 
Lev. 2f. i6 . and Deut. 23. 1$. in the laft place it is (po- 
ken indefinitely, thy Brother, which muft be expeunded 
as all other Scriptures are, bv ocher places svhich raen- 
fion the fame thing, and we ftia!) find it exprefiy fet down 
in the other t w o , F o o r , h i m that is waxenpoor-, whence 
’cis plain the Prohibition confiders the Poor as the only 
proper Subjefl that we are foibid to lend to, but rather 
to give.

We may obferve, That fince the Reafon of forbiding 
llfury to f/raf/,wasbecaufethey were bound to help their 
necelfities in (hewing mercy ro the poor, that thf Law 
only forbids exading Ufe o f the Poor, where the lub- 
JeCt is mentioned. As ’tis written, Extd. 22. zy. If 
thou lend Money to any of my People that is poor by thee, 
thou jhalt not be to him as an Njerer, neither JhiU thou lay 
upon him Ufury, Lev. ly . x6, 27. And ij thy Brother he 
waxen poor, and fallen to decay with thee, thou jhalt tâ e no 
ufury of him, or Increafe: So Prov. 28. 8. Hethat by Ufu­
ry and unyuji Gain increafetb his Subjtance, he jhall ga­
ther it from him that will pity the poor. Here Tarbish is 
tranflated unjuji gain, which in P^ehiel i f .  8,13, i 7-( rhe 
place Mr. ^ones fo. much infifts upon ) is Tranflated 
barely Increafe-, both places relpetft the poor, fo that 
the ifiury condemned by Scripture is the taking Ule
of the Poor. ----- And I'o R. Lrvi Ben Gerjhom. ob-
ftfivcs in Proverbs i Z . i .  “  Cod ib orders the matter,

that
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"that he that gathereth his Wealth by taking ufe of the 
“ Poor, fiiall leave it to one that will pity them, and 
‘ ‘ thereby reftnre it to them.

All which things conficlered, ’tis plain that Ufury fup- 
pofeth Opprefllon of the Poor ; and the word rnj In- 
ere.:(e, does in the Original fignifre unjuft 0 .iin̂  and no­
thing at all o f that we now call Uliiry j this is evi­
dent from the Rabbies Expoficions, as we ikali now 
prove.

In order to the clearing this Aflertion, we (hall 
eonfider the Oiieinal Texts, the Jewilh Cnfloms, (s'i. 
and firft we fnall come to the proper fence and mean­
ing of the wo'-ds, svhich fignirie Lliury, and they arc 
thefe two, HtP̂ tck. and T̂ rbitb̂  the one iignilying 

Ufurŷ  ( or Extortion ) the other multiplying 
tncreift  ̂ as the Jews themfelves declare. To make 
this plain, we fliali examine, the Sennments ot the Jew- 
ifh Doiffors, upon thefe words Nf/&ec/; and Tarbitb.R. 
Scl fiTchi on Exod. 22. ijth . faith,

iV  V'T'' n n K  u j K  n p T O  ijs jn n n  
1T S D  k V s  ‘in ’ iV n  n m  h i n
n ' m  i t y j -  ‘ o iVd  tn ^ V n  h n

" i m  n jo p  h t o j d

i“Tp^p " y  D i- Q O  a.r\ cnii^nEi 
n'n'^.Tsy "ty "id'j  i r s  n u n
^  , -n a n n  r c Q  i iD n a i  r h v
On the word Nojeh, an Ulmer, i.e uuh, '* lhoU lhalt 
"  not importunately require it o f him ; if thou kn.^weft 
"  tliat he hath it not, be not like one that hath lent 
"  him any thing, but like one that hath cot lent him: As 
‘ ’ hisfaid, Thou flialc not make himafliamed. And on 
"th e W'ords Nejhec  ̂ and Ribhhhy he laich, Nejheci îs 
"  Ribhiih, or Increale, which is like the Hifhii{iith, or 

biting of a Serpent, whobloweth a little braifeona 
“  Mans Foot, which he is not fenfible of at the firff, 
“  when fuddenly he is bloated, and fwollen to the top 
“  of the head t So is Ribbith, a man is not fenfible o f it 
"  nor aware on’c until it amounteth to very squch wealth. 

M cbhl ̂ opbi faith ’tis called Nejhtcf ,̂

.  r - ^ihBeeiuje tt oitttb and devoureih conmually.
And herein Nejlxcti and Tarbith, Ufurj *nd Increaft, 

both agree, in that they both fignifie Extortion; Info-* 
much that the Chaldaic Paraphrafe does often render 
Nejhecl̂  by Tarbitĥ  Increafe : Miimonidet alfo afiirmeth 
in Hilceb Milve Ulavth, Chap. 4. Nejhecf̂  and Turbitb 
is all one, Exod.ii. i f .  Nefbecî y Thou fbalt nttgive him 
tby Money upon Ufurŷ  mr l̂ nd bim thy ViStmls for Increafe, 
Deut. 13. 19. NePhckt Ujury of Money, Ufury of ri^utu\ 
Ufury of any thing that is lent upon U'.ury 5 and why is it 
called Nejhecb Bscaufe, Nojhrli, it biteth, that is, di- 
Arejfiih hit Nei.fbboiir, and devturetb hk FUP) ; by which 
it appears that,Viffuals upon increafe in ly .
M expounded by Victuals upon Ufury, Vturt. 23.14.

1. As to the Jewifh Cuftoms about U.'ury, we fhall 
®b!v declare what tlrey call Uliiry and Increafe in the 
Mijhaa, and what their Rabbins expound the fame to 
import and fgnifie. In the in the Ara/f«ren-
tituied, biba Mitjii, cap. j .v .  lil. They fay, i . Wbat
is'Nefneck.. ----- " K e  that lendech a SeUhor (a
"Shekel) for five PxffjriiB (o r  pence J or two Seas of 
"Mcafures o f Wheat for three j this is forbid, Ncfheck 
"v id .B u x t.in L fx R ji. ^

"  So in Chap. ;. ibid, 'tis asked, what is Tarbitb P 
">#. When a Man bqyeth a Bufhel o f Wheat for fo 
"  much, but before he can pay for it, the price o f 
"W heat is lifen to double the value it w'as at, w-hen 

he'bought it ; hereupon he that fold the Wheat faith 
"  let me have my Wheat again. ” HHcotb Malve Uloveh 
€b. "  He that lendeth his Neighbour, and after a time
"  iaith to him, pay me my Debt, The Borrower faith 
"  Dwell io my Court n'll .1 pay it: Lo this is rheduft 

of Ribbiih, l>ecaufe it was not agreed in the rime 
"  when the Money was firfl lent, as ’tis faid, Tbou Otalt 
Mt lend to him on Ufury. •'

Thus far for the Cuftoms and Sentiments of the 
Jews, who were certainly the bell Judges of their own 
Eiymtlogy, from whom we are certain that their word

W/iiry fignifi’d Extortion, Injuftlce, or overreachiMtlMif 
poor Neighbour, and not our Manner ot Ufury, as now t 
flablifh’d by Law and founded upon ver? eauirikt 
and juft Reafon.

We have yet more to offer upon this Subjedl, therefon 
we defire Mr. Jones to fend in to us his fuither Objtdi. 
ons, which we ftiall tarry for P and we will alfo ctoi 
der of ’em, protefting the fincerity o f our defign, ajii 
that our engaging in this Affair was' purely out oftb 
rcfpedl that all good and wile men owe to Truth

The Queftions concerning 7o£, Msjex, ri>f//,theMa 
that bought the Mare, Eating Flefli in Lent,Hr. Crm 
I)aneids,fh \̂\ be Anl'wer’d in next Tuejdjys

SDbcrtifetuent̂ .

W E having alre.ady promis’d our 0«.
that i f  any Interloper inter* 

fored with us in our Defign o f  Mwem 
Jieejhom, that they ihail find in Ottr Pm] 
Acfwers to all his .Qitefiious Tphafever-, whki 
Promife we here again renew, and we (till 
make it good to 4 tittle., that fo  the Cifti- 
Houfes may not be burthened with too nij- 
ny Papers, nor our Querift.s impos’d oibf 
buying the fa}ne Q^fUons twice ĵ nfwtr'i: 
but more o f  this it there Ihould everbeaDf 
occafion for it.

THc Good Old Caufe; Or the Divine Captain Cb- 
rafteriz’d. In a Sermon not preach’d, nor wfi 

ful to be preach’d in any place fo properly inadrp 
By Edmund HickeringiU, Reftop of the Redloryof-d 
Saints in Colcbejier. Priated for J .  Vunm at ihefo-.# 
in the Poulirey.

‘̂ 1 ' / / f f  JForh of the Learned, O r a n H i f t o '  
J .  rical Account, and Impartial Jtidg' 

ment o f  Books newly Printed, both for- 
reign and DoracRick : As alfo the S ta te  o( 
Learning in the W orld . T o  b e  publiib«l 
M onthly, Jdm .iry, i6 ^ [ .  .by J . D e l a  C4  
a late Author o f  the V n ivofal  and 
BMotheque. London Printed lor John 
at the Baven ia  the Poulmy.

A LL Gentlemen and Ladies that defire to fpaib’ 
tin or French fluently, and that truly and propB̂— — . . . . . . .  iiu^ijLiv. atiu u i a t r r u i y  ana pin

according to Grammar Rules, and can but fpartt** 
hours a Week, maybe faithfully taught in one Yrtfl’l
m r. Sxeicfrd,iy ar Viic T . __ . ____
MW...., u uirty ue raupiuiiy taugr.t in one
mr.Sviterday at his Lodgings in 
non-ftreet, at the Sugar-loaf, Tuejdayr, Thiirfdays aixiJ<- 
sirrii;/, and from 3 till 10 a Clock in Abchurcb-lafi- 
the Lamb, and in High Holbourn near little Turn-S ĥ  ̂
to the Faulcon, at Mr. Claris houfe, Mondays, 
days and Frydays, where you may have French 
Grammatical and Hiftorical Cards, by which be 
taught Children of 7 or 8 years old to Ipealc 
French, Thofe who have learnt formerly, tnay ^  
ver the Latin Tongue in 3 or 4 Months.

z y  ^TTIe F;rf7,yf«r/ 1d.4th.md fth Volumes oUYa A
J- wrfTJji/frfury, ( relolving all the mefl Nice 

Curious Quefiions propos’d by the Ingenious 
ther Sex ) and the Supplements to ( cofiwii*̂  
Extrafls of the mefl confdtrable Booh Printed  ̂
England, and in the Fmeign Journal. ) Printed » 
John Dunien at tire Raven in the Foulirq'. \Vhcre 
alfo to he had the Preface, Index and n  
that compleat the firff 18 Numbers o f tkeftk.FolmMi* 
which 12 lumbers are relblvcd many of 
lately lent us) or Angle ones to this rime.

L O N D O N ,  Printed for 3 cl^  B tm ton  at the Httvrn in  the Pouftre;.
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