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Qacft. ‘ H  E tncamvg of that Text k Cor. 
I I .  I o ? Woman ought to have

f VT . J  t.  ̂ a C  Aim a
.........................

A  fever m  her Head becaufe of the 
Angels.

jnCtP ThU is a Queftion admitting of fo much 
Difputr,'and there arc others o f fo much difficulty 
R id in g  on it, that it rather riccds a Volume than 
5̂  a Paper as this to difeufs it. And indeed one 
SLch cf honly, that of Long;Hair (as we generally 
intcmr««J in the 14. ot this fame \az
« o X ‘d fome of the moft Learned Pens m Eitrofe, 
wbohavc compofed jurt Treaiifes thereon. However 
we'll endeavour to give as full a View of «  “  ° “i  
Ihort Limits will penm:. and in order t^reunro muft 
be forc’d to touch on fome of thofe Qucilions we 
hate already hinted at: What is meant by Profhefic, 
what by being Cover% and what by that t» ito.wv, 
or having longer Hair, as well as the mam^fficulues 
intheTextitfclf, what is meant bythis 4««;w. or 
tower, and what by the Angels, nnther of •vhtchcan 
be very wcU clcar‘d til! we have firft difpatched the 
others, nay indeed we muft explain moft o f the Pre­
ceding Context for the fame Reafon. St. Paul in this 
CUpter exhorts the Corinthians to keep thofe

or Traditions, which for fear of the Papdts our 
Tranflatorshave turn'd Ordinances; which he had dc- 
fivered unto them, whence E fim  and omcre ot the 
Romifli Communion indeed weakly Argu^orfficjr un­
written Traditions, relatings to Points o f Doctrine and
Articles of FaitbaftertheCanon of Scripture w a s^ fe -
ded, and miraculous Gifts ceaM , and the GorpcI 
plated in the World, neither o f which takes place 
K ; thofe Traditions or Ordinances being only mat­
ter* of Difcipline or outward Behaviour in the pubhek 
AOcmblics or Churches of G ^ , that all things might 
be done decently and in ordw, and accordmg to the 
Cuftomsdireded by the Apoftlcs, and JJfc ^
aU regular Chriftians: Amongft others, he treatsot 
tbcGcfture or Potturc in Praying or Prophefying, 
both of Man and Woman, wherein the (Corinthians 
itfeems, had forgotten, or regarded 
taught them; probably becaufe he had w  wprefs 
Direftion from our Saviour for it, and contrary to 
what he had commanded the M w , F/Y d and Fophe- 

with their Heads cover'd, the Women m th  Aeirs 
utKovered; and he in the former part o f this C/M^ 
endeavours to bring them to the quite co n tr^ . T o 
clear which Cuftom, as well asthefe in the Text, we 
muft firft, as was propofed, enquire what is meant 
by tWs Prophefying fo frequently mennoned m tĥ » 
Writings of this Apoftle. By l r̂oPhefylng ŝ̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
firft a miraculous Gift of Praifing God cither by 
Pfalms, or Hymns, or otherways: Sometimes prai­
fing God without Hymns, and in plain Prole, '^hich 
is prov d as far as can be done by a 
ment from A B s ro. 46- When the Holy GhoftfeU 
on the Friends of Cornelius, they were heard (peak­
ing with other Tongues, and Magnifying 
God, but nothing there of Singtvg mennoned h b  - 
ever by Prophefying is fomeumes meant linging vjoa 
Praifc$, as appears pretty plain from i Sarn. 5- 
wlicre the Prophets arc deferibed coming down the 
Hill and Prophefying widi a Pfaltcry and a Tabrct, 
and a Pipe and a Harp ; and rhus indeed the very 
Heathens ftile their Prielts, Vates being applied to 
tlicn:i as well as their other Poets ; (o-ZEneM inK^r- 
g'i calls Helems Vatem, and juft after laliitcs him 
by the Title o f Interpret Divum, and the Devil taught 
bis Proohets as wcU as Gods, to give out Aeir Ora­
cles in Verfe, { fuch as they were) but bendes this, 
Prop'.icfying was taken for revealing aiw SecrcUhing, 
cither future or prefen:, the fecrcis of Mens Hearts, 
or dark places in Scripture, or future Events: Laltly,

*tis taken as many think-'-----  -r viMr,.
For publickly Preaching, InftruAmg or Teach.ng 
others. W emuft now enquircwhich of thefeways of 
Prophefying is here intended, which will give 
con&erabre Light to the prefer^
Laft we conclude it cannot be, tweaufe Lhat Office is 
plainly reitrain’d to the and forbidden
Jo fp« k in that Sence in the 
more than once, to learn in Silence with 
(ftion. But this way of Pro^cfym g, if  any where 
intended in the Apolllcs Writings, feems to be inclu­
ded in that Exhortation o f h«, Cap. i^.verf. 29. Le 
the Prophets /Peak, two or three, and let the othn 
Judge,— n v i  31. For ye may aS Prophey one by 
one. Though ihefc Texts alfo relate to thofe admi­
rable Gifts £fore mentioned, whereby they reveal d 
the moft fccret Thoughts of ihofo '".bo came into 
their Afemblies,\s St. Peter thole ot Ananiasjnd 
Saphirl But other fort o f Prophehes tlierc were m
which the Congregation might alljoin, nay the ^
wen as well as Men, which muft be Praying or W -  
ing Pfalms, one great part o f Prayer b.ing Praiji s, 
or celebrating the Praife and Honour of God the pro­
per Work of a Prophet, which are here put together 
i a Woman Praying or Prophefying ] not ijnP'‘obab^
10 give a hint what fort of Profhecy ihe A ^ ftlc  
meant. T o be yet clearer, as far as tis P° J ‘b « in 
thefe ancient things concerning which wc « n  do little 
more than guefs; lets enquire into that Text in the 
i4 .o f  thistpiftle, 15- '"here mennon is made of —  
a Pfalm, a Dodlrine, a Tongue, a Revelanon, an In­
terpretation : And here feme have thought that the 
firft of thefe, a Pfalm, was not joined in by tlie reft 
o f  the Congregation, becaufe t^ y  are reprov d fo 
having every one a Pfalm, dnsmay be cafi-
ly foIv‘d, for each Singing a different Pfalm undoubt- 
cdlv muft caufe Conmion, which if tliey tookmcir 
Courfes, as the Apoftle diredts a little lower, and all 
Sung one, as the Congflcgation and Pnefts i n ^ » ^ s  
tim e; and no doubt the Prophets before in Sa7nueis, 
would be eafily remedy'd. And were only this man­
ner of Propbefing ufed by the Women, it would have 
been Efficient to complete the Prophecy ot m 
the Old Teflamcm; lhat on hi$ Servants and ^ n d -  
maids hee'd pour out of his Spirit, and they (hou.d 
Prophecy: But we arc ready to believe anothw fore 
of Prcpfjecy was alfo granted them in the fulfilling ot 
thatPromirc. namely that they alfo revealed Secrets. 
This we arc furc was done by Icveral H d y W ^ ot 
in the Hew leJUment, as Anna, the Blcifcd Virgm, 
and Elixahetb, and the Daughters of Agabus. So 
ihata pfalm, or a Ryvelattoni\\t Women have; but 
a tkicftrinc or an Interpretation we believe they never 
had as being the Mans Province, much Icfs can wc 
think they w'erc trufted vnth the Ct./f o fT w a e / .—  
Let thus much then fufficc o f Prophecy. W e may 
now advance to the Second thing, The Gefture, 
Pofture Vclhire or Habit, wherein they were to 
Prophecy, a Man aperto capite with his Head unc^ 
vered, a Woman operto, with her Head covered: 
thcReafons whereof he adds. Becaufe the Head of 
every Man is Chriji, and by Praying or Prophefying 
covered he diJJoonoureth his Head, as ih e ff oman doe* 
by having hers uncover^. The meaning of wliidi 
Rwfon, and fome of which words ^
into before wc can get any further, m t  Chmt i» 
now the Head of all Mankind none can deny who be-
f e e  the scripmr«, and g ™ '

included. That hte
own Head is here included, and that it was at ih*. 
rime, i  thofe Counmes di/hono:.rrd when«.ey^
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tJ  is Tfrypuilttfrom tlie whole fcope o f  the Words, 
;u;d the opixjiicioii in die cafe of the Woman, but 
hy the Head two other dmigs were alfo intended: 
Firit. all the Eotly, or rather all the Alan ; this is 
beyond difpiice, it being.a common way of Expre.H- 
on both in thofe Eai.ern and even our Euroiiean 
We;tcriiNations,now knoweft thou not that I thy Ma­
ll cr will be taken from thy Head to day, —  per Ca- 
p \zhoc jiiro are fufTcient proofs hereof. But we 
think it as evident in the (ecniid place,' that our Sa­
viour IS here chiclly an'd liltimately intended, elfl* 
why is he juit the very vcrlc before mentioned as 
the M.ni's Head, and wl.y is the Apoltlc fo careful 
to ler ’an  know, and To folemn in making the De­
claration on’c, ( I Would have you know } rliat the 
W ad  of every Man is Chriji } In the fame manner 
we believe is that of the Woman to be underltoodj 
and indeed i f ’tisoncc granrea that the Head which 
the Man Dilhonours by being Covered, is his own 
Naniral Head, and alfo thereby Chrift who is his Moral 
or Political will not be denied; chat tbe Head 
which the Woman Dilhonours by her being Unco­
vered, is firlt her owv, and then the Mam, who is 
her Political, or OEconoinical Head.

Having thus uken this rub out o f the way, and 
reconciled the two Opinions, yve go on to inquire 
into the rcafbn why the Man’s being Cover'd Dilho- 
nours him and his Head, and the Womans Head 
Zdneove) \i, her and hers. For the Man there were 
two Reafons, tlie firlt relating to a which
more innediately we might refer to his own 
Natural Head. The fecond. Sacred reUting to Chrift, 
his Political and Spiritual Head, tho botli having 
a clear depcndance on each other, the Civil Right is 
that of all ingenuous and Free Men among the An- 
ctencs, to walk aperto Cafite, with their Face and 
Heat) open and bared to the Air, the contrary where- 
unto, was thought cither a Badge of Slavery, ora 
ma'-k o f a Luxurious Delicate and Edeminatc Per- 
fon, who could not (lifter as we lay, the lealt 
breath of Wind to blow upon him, either to dif- 
enmpofe or hurt him. And this the Eallern Nations 
fo farobfcive, that they make Baring their Feet, and 
Covering their Heads,a token of Subjedion andObey- 
lirnce. Now in a Man appearing in the Congregation 
when lie fijoke in Qiriit’s Name and by his imme­
diate Infjiiration, in the habit or pollurc o f a Slave 
with his Head Covered, did Dilbonour his Head; 
Dilhonour, or Dchoncltflre himfelf, and thereby his 
Saviour in whofc namehefpoke, as i f  he were only 
King o f Slaves, and had not rather broke our Yo.kc 
made iisC/!7/Wre« and and vindicated us uir.o the 
lloricus Liberty o'txhtSonsofGnd: But by thus ap­
pearing Cover'd, a Man did Difhonour Chrilt his 
Jlcad, more immediately, as relating to a Sacred 
Highr, in ufe not only among die Jews, but all the 
Eallern Nations, but even all the Hu-athens, which 
was being always Covet'd, intra Sacra while they 
were at their Devotion. The I p̂mans efpccially, as 
the Learned Lud. Capelins has obferved both ’the 
PneKs, who were covered cither with a Cap or Mi­
tres, or Garlands (that Learned Man Ihould have 
added, as Servius Hid upoiiK;r^/7, except when they 
Sacrifice to SatHrn, or Hercules, whicli tiiey were 
to perform with Heads Uncovered) and this the 
People us’d to do with fome part o f their Garment. 
^  this it Ihould feem by die Poets manner o f 
Wrmng its Original, fhouid be a very ancient Cnitom, 
i ifi hhlenm directing liis Hero. Q nn

ubi pojitis ans jam vota in littore folves. Purpureo 
velare cemas adapertus atnichi. Kequa inter Sandos 
ignes tnhoHore Deorum. Hofiilis facies occurret^ 

Nay, he adds. Homo focii moretn facrorum 
bene ipjetercio. Ilac cajli manent in i{eligio/ic nepo- 
tes! —  turler. But whatever pretences they micht 
hive for diis Practice, there is no doubt to be maoe 
that I t  proceeded from the Slaviih Superltiuous Fear 
the Heathens were under in the Worfhip of their Idols 
who indeed were Devils as the Scripture tells us’ 
and tyrannized over their milcrable Votaries. Ami 
indeed the Jews themfcivcs were a ititf neck'd People, 
and when they did Worftnp the true God, generally' 
did it more outot K u r tii.in/.otr • and for this rca- 
ioii we may prefume took up the fame Cultom,for wc

are as fijre that they ufed it long (ince,as Maimcnid, th 
h\sMifna inforaas us,as that they do it now,or that they 
have no warrant in Scripture for fo doing Now if [}ft 
Corinthians it’s prob.ible had taken up this Culto a ci­
ther from the jews or Heathens,biu: we believe froin the 
latter by what remains to be faul of the Woman. No# 
by this following the Jews, Heathen, ddgr.idng Godj 
Service, appearing before him in the habit oc Few 
and Grief, or Mourners ; the Corinthians did repre. 
fenr our Saviour as a hard Mailer, and fo diihocour 
their Head before the World, making him like to 
the Gwls o f the Heathen, whereas he co.nm.’nJs ihcni 
to go boldly lo the "Phronc o f Grace, and yet 
rcndly too, and has made Faith, ora firm CuniidcnM 
in him when our works are fuitable; the Condition 
not only of any Bldfing we are to obtain from him, 
but even of Eternal Life. This for the .Mans being un­
covered, now for the Womans having her Head co­
ver’d lead Ihe difhonour her Head. When we lirlt 
read that ;Tcxt, and what fuccceds it, o f a Womans 
long Hair, chat ‘twas decorous for a Woman 
and Salrnajius’s Learned Notes upon’c, wherein he 
iinderftands not yjfxeiy oflong promifh Hair, butra- 
tiler o f c!ir‘d Hair, which thereby is fhorten'd, b̂  
ing tyed up and plaited, and roll’d in the form of a 
Crown on the Womans Head, which is indeed a Glory 
to them, as *tis call'd in die Text, not the conirjry 
when we read this we immediately refteded on the 
Cultom of the Prieftefles and Prophctcllcs among the 
Heathens, who when either Sacrificing or delivering 
Oracles, ufed to have their Heads uncovered and thtr 
Hair d'fheavclM loofc about their Shoulders, towhid 
there feemed to us fome Allulion in this Cuitom of 
the Corinthian Women, and this Judgment we ait 
ftnee confirm'd in by finding *cis the fame with the 
Pious and Learned Mr. fo . Aiedes in \\i% Diatrib.oa 
the Place. They did it, fays be, out of a wtcifi 
Imitation of the Gentile Heathen Prieilcjfes, trit 
when they Worpoipt their Idols or gave forth tktif 
Oracles, tfipythca, or the Sibyls, or perform'd SacH’ 
fjecs, ai the Menadcs or Bacchanals were went to i> 
St in an unujual Habit, with tixir Paces barei, 
and their Hair loofe and dfjheavcl'd. Thus f.ir hf, 
iind innumerable Inftanccs might be brought oot 
o f the Heathen Poets and Hutorians to confinnit, 

Ovid is full of fuch Diferiptions. Thus Ovid deferibes 
Medea Sacrificcing to Hecate. Nudos humcris 
captllos-, agen, E f tantum Cah  rr^Z/wr,-which 
believe may refer to her Head as well as the open Atr. 
Tills Cultom it feeiiis the Corinthian Women fol* 
lowed, unveilling their Faces, and diflicavelling their 
Hair when they Prophefted, that they raightappwr 
in_a Sacred I{age as well as the Sibyls and Prieltelte 
of dpollo  ̂ this the Ajx)ltle tells them is dijloonoursfii 
their Heads, For two Reafons, becaufe the Veil is * 
token of Subjection and Modelty, and becaufe the 
difordercd drefs was Immodelt; now by throwing o.d 
their Veils without their Husbands leave, they Ihcwd 
they regarded not their Duty and Subjection to them, 
by uncovering, luidrcirmg their Heads and iliOieavell' 
Uig tlieir Hair, cliey fecmctl like mad People 5 and fo 
d f̂lionoured or expofed both their natural Heads, 
ihemlclves, and their Political Heads, their Husbi xis- 
After all this we chink what remains eafie, that by the 
VV^ans liaving Power on her Head, or Governmat, 
which IS the fime, and molt pro*
perly lignifymg a Moral political Authority or Power, 
we lay by her having Goyernment on her Head, is n® 
moreilian her being under Government, nameJv btr 
Husb.inds, on whom the power is placed by God; 
Hejhall Puk over thee: the Symbol o f which Sub*
 ̂i t Z  Ealtern Nations. As for

thclalt l>ithc[xky,BecauJeoftheyInire/s.Vic believe ar: 
eiclier meant thole Angels or miniftring Spirits, which 
look into the Church, and arewitncflcs of our lieiu- 
viour there, or ellc the Angels of die Churches, the 
Bifnops or chief Men who prefide in the Church, who.n 
they ought m RefpeCt or Reverence ; both OpinicMiS 
we hueem probable, hut rather incline to the lonnef-

« 0

*J~Hc
3 ttUEi‘t iT c m c n ti5.

P ^ tic a l OnelVions will he Publilhed to  Morrow- 
^  „  ^'onrinne iriiding in your Caiicdiuiis toOM/r^'s Ca^' 
rv-e-Moiiic iu Slocks-Market-
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