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he Athenian Mercury:

NatlWDat, Mmarch 12.1692.

Ho if the Author ofthe of Job,
what Age efthe fP'orld did he live
.. in, and where's the Land #/Uz ?
In Numb. 10. Queft. 5 of this prefent Vo-
ve hope wc have already given a full Account
ns metter, to which w« referr our inquifitive
rl We (hall add here a tew remarks upon a
Mtors Indgment ot this maiter, who indeed be-
wtha very handfome Account, as thit Ortgen,
ad Gr«ry liippos’d the Book of fob to be
‘'eNpy~pthimfelf; ~others, that Mofes was either
\jtbr, or at lead t ranflated it out of the Ara-
&9yriisk Tongue, according to the Opinion of
Jidor of oae of the Commentaries upon fob"
in: fapposd to be Origens, ( which by the by
tnids the firft. ) The Thalmudifls, the Rabbins,
tQanion, as is aib Sc. feromei Gregory Napan-
«iRit to Solomon, but nothing is certainly dcter-
-spwthe point.
vr Awior fuppofes him to be an _Tdumean, be-
lisiomencion'd in the Greek Edition, acknow<
Kb)' TioittUn, than which (adds our Author) w?
1 <sIAmmerTeiiimonye] fob-, but this (hows chat
Kaxeumined all, nor conHder'd what himfelf
‘aalKkily advanc'd a little after, to wit, chat Ete-
offob. Next he refutes ch”r Error
~Nodd have the Hiftory of fob to be feigned, and
“iaiely after he endeavours to re-eftablilh it again
w«ry words, “ What is undoubtedly true in
ilory is, that there was a confiderable perfon
‘i Nare was who having been reduced to
Atreraity of Atftidlion and Mifery, by the Lofs
oods and Children, as alfo by the Severity
i Hngring Diftemper, fupponed himfelf
1 ilutwfe preiires with incredible patience, and
*NCitti?tobe i”-eftabli(h’d in prolpericy. But
RN<(de) the manner wherein it is related, the

which it is written, the Dilcourfes with the
K iaa'S; Tong "cooTcTfations th>: ar= h=Id be-

hi, Friends, make it appear, that this
tm miNUily m fiifiifi ddirnid withfi-
Circumfiances, to render tbe Narratitn nore
uiiirecable :” A very fair pofirioii for the In-
Atneifm, where by a Ily infinuacion, a part
ASiffedWrit is piiblickly maintain'd to bef£/J-
Jttriag all the reft into Queftion, and fo into
for not onlv fob, but alfo and St.
""‘memthis one aiTertion branded with theChara£ter
fine? they mentioning fo ill an Authority as
neceflarily be ill themfelves.
farther to add for the fatisfaftion of all
ire Curious about this Queftion of fob, that
,™wKen fib lived, wasundoubtedly before the
*~of Circumcifion, or Mofes Law, and the
J writ by fgb himfelf, for chefe Reaions tol-
His Friends were not Idolaters, fince
himfelf, v;?. Keiibtr have I ki™d nmy hand at
Sun, Job 51. ~7. that is as ldolaters
"«tlhipped the Sun. Then it is plain they_were
Reiigion, which was Natural, becaule they
breach to charge him withall, Job zo.
n"47. as injuftice, Bribery, they did believe it
7“PMblea Man (hould be fo punifhed, but for
7~ g5 impoffible as a riith to grow without hud and

- ™t they avgued from Natural Religion, is
~MNcafe they referr fob to the Ages before, vin.
110¥ </ Pejteriay j and was ever any punifhei but for
ffi' ~ theold IVofli drowned, but it was for Sinf
[iii who is the Almighty f what good or hurt can
t~ t Atbeifm he ewerwheimei their pounda-

Job 8.5,9. Jobla. if, 17, itf. And
fob clears himfelf of their Charge, Job and liimi
k all ap, and yet not one word is nenciou’d about this
branch ofthe Covenant of Circumcifion, or Mofes Lawj
which they could not have avoided, if it had bin then
the difpenfacion j neither could his Relations have bin
ignorant of it, nor wou'd they have loft their beft
ground tochargehim withal, therefore its undenyable,
that fob and his Friends lived before Circilmcifion,
and before the Law, and that he was no ldolater, and
his Longevity argues that he was near the long lived
Patiiarens. And ‘cis more than probable, that fob
himfelf wrote that Book, and becaufe he might well
do it when he was well, for he lived Ib long after,
that he cou'd not forget his defire, fobi™.%”. and he
was ~ft able to write what he fo earneftly defi-
led.

Queft. 1. Mofes is alwi”s fpdi eof in the Pentateuch ;*
the third Perfon, but whatis more obfervable, he is praifei
in feveral places, particularly in jz. Chap, of Numbers™
wherebe iscalled the meekeft of Men, how con'd this be,
andyet Mofes be the Author himfelfs

Anfw. This is urg’'d as Reafon by thofe who deny
that Mofes wrote the Pentateuch, but ‘cis very Common
for an Author to fpeak freely of himfelf in the third
Perfon, efpecially the Authors of Holy Writ, who as
they were immediately inlpir'd, they were certain of
what they fpoke, and chat it was not prejudice or felf-
love, that cou'd have a partial influence upon 'em as ic
has of other Perfons. Thusaioftof the Sacred Writer*
have occalion fomecimes to ciwnmend chemfelves, as our
Saviour himfelf, the Apoftles, St.John, St. Paul, Jeremi-
ah, and moft of the reft, and 'cis frequent amongft Hea-
then Writers, as Cafar, Horace, &c.

Queft. 5. Pray tbe meaning of tbtfe two Verfes in Firgil,
11 neid ?

Hec Draaces potius, jfve efi hxc ira Veorum,
Morte luat, five efi vinua, CT Gloria, toUai.

M 7 - e Cou”il of War ail'd by KmgUmur
(the General) (houd either make a .poacewith

the rro/aar, ¥Wfhght a fragle ~ombate with ySueig
and this in an Eloquent Stile j Turntu checkc him, and

cold him he was fitter to plead at the Bar, than t<*
come into the Field; He granted the Siege was pref-
fing, but not fo much but that he had formerly van-
quiftit greater dangers: You Stances (fayshe) would
cxtoll the power ofan Army that has been twice o-
vercome, and do what in you lyes to diftiearten ours
by celling us, that Death threatens us all, and you *c-
cufe me for the common Calamity.
- Pormidine Crimen Acerbat.

No Drances, Tm not the Author, nor will | enter-
tain thoughts below my felf, and which are only fit
for the mean Brcaft of Vrances j Ttixnus then direCfs
his Speech to Latinus, Nunc ad te, &c. Magut Pater, by
anlwcring his Objedlions too, who was tor finding out
fome Mean between the Counlel of Prances, and relo-
lutenefs of r«r«w. If ffaysrur««/) we have no fur-
ther hope, if no more Succors, if by flying we muff
dye, and it Fortune will never return, then lets lue
for Peace 5 But ft we have uncry’d Youth, Italtan Suc-
cours, (irc. then why tear we? will not (adds he)
fuch and fuch help us ? But (continues he) if after all
the Trojans are contented, chat | only and .rEMess (hou'd
decide the parrel, I'm willing to devote my left' w
it for your fatecy.

---- — Solum ji-nets vocat, iyt vocet, Oro.

Does JEnews call upon me to do k ? Jet him do lo, |
wifti ic. Nec Vrances potius, but let not fuch * "jl®
Coward as Vrances call upon me, (let the peri(W b«
here. ) fivr eft hue ira Veorum, Mtfte luM» Sive efi ver-



wj er TblUt. _lither this determination i? the
Anger of the Gods >if Ib, Marie luaty let me be the S*--
crihce to aftpeale it j or elfe, it is Vetme and Glory,
iflb, Tukty let it take away ( or put anend to) the
common Calamity. Indeed the place is very dimcnlt,
but we fee no Interpretation inore Genuine, fince pran-
cei never ofler'd to interpole or fight for Turmu, or to
take the danger upon himfelf, as is fuggefted by divers
Interpreters upon the place, but this is o/fcr'd with fub-
miflion to the Learned.
C™ed. 3. A ctrui* Gentlemin® nho defirer to be nxme-
about 1 months ago bought a vtrj~ratj Mart in Smith-
field, which it [eems a Friend ofhis bad had i great fancy
for long before. Seeing tbevjcre his dearly beloved Mare in
avdf~eeps
that be

bt pines, ani UnguiJJoes,
lihe any thing. The Phyfiduns declare,
if he does netone way or ether cempsjs bit
Neighbours Mare. The Gentleman, rather than Itfe bis
Friend, being drfirour to indulge bis Paffion,
freely confents to let him have the Mare at cte fume price it

Bat his Friend went heari®en now to that Propo-

another Mans fofjejfm .,
his Bed

muH certainly die,
and withal

ceji him:
but o»ly dejires the Genthman to lend him his Mare
andthai will do his bufrnelfjuii at well,
oibtrwiji be is refolvd to Starve bimfell, The Gen-
tleman, miglotily difcompofed at this odd humour oj his Friend,
dtfires jour Advice on this junSfure ; for be Hillfinds in him -
feifa jtreng panchaiit ( ar M French «//« ) or an Incli-
nation for his Mare, andyet is not willing to facrificthis
Friend ?

anfw. This Queftiou we have anfwer’'d already, ina
more humane drels, but neither that nor this will bribe
trie penalty of the laft of X.

Qijeft. f. An Aiquaintanceofmine madeafolemn Vow to
no FUJI) this Lent and his fP'ife being lately com
out ofthe Coumrey to Town,
be comprehended in bis Vow ?

Anfw. Aftions, irnot immediately prohibited, are
<mly ill as they are Circumllantiated, no: otherwile;
Tis only the immoderate Ule of any enjoyment of a
thiM, tliat turns it into an Abufe, and fo into Sin.

whether M r. Crowns Dseneids ought not to be

bound M in the fame Calves-sl(in with the Dutch Hubibras?

We have nothing to do with the Merit of the

vinemon, and as to the Humour, let the Bookl'eller

and Buyer a™ree. A wile Man will take what pleales
him belt, without condemning what hedillikes.

Queft. y. Tou feem to grant that JofephpsV Teftimony
that you

rtion,
for a nigbtortwo,
and die.

touch
beis earnelf to li/sow whetherJhe

was Spsirious, and '(is not iliogether Jatisfa”ory,
jhould. bring a great many Ancient JVrhtrs that are dlo
thought to he Auchorcs in Nubibus; as Paul Horatius,
who fame confidently avert never wroteany thing, asalfothat
jome Names are divided, and that Phlegon Trallianus is
brought for a Grecian, as alfo the Enemies of Chrifiianity
for a proof, and fame other fuch things', whichyou'd do well to
give iht World abetter [atisjaSlion oi.

Anfw. \Ve hever grained that jofephus’s Teftimony
or ouj- Saviour was fpurious j but laid, that we might
lately grant it without prejudicing the Cault of Chri-
Itiamtj’, urne there are fo many Ancient Authors that
nave been fo copious on this Subjeft, which we fInll
prelentlv fpeak more largely of

But finces”™ are call’d upon again for our thoughts
upon that paftsge, we atfirm it to be Natural and  t-
rtuiUcy z.nQ” oftpbus'i OWN.

L* granted on all hands that it is now inJo-
ethttsi Hifiory, it lyej upon the Adverlaries of this
reftimony to prove the whole Hiftory to be Ipurious,
or to prove that this particular palTage was inferted
initi bare Su”iclons won't take with perfons of fobcr
Judgments, it rouft be matter of Fadt, which it cannot
be, without particularizing the Circumftances of Time,

Nlons, & ¢. but inftead of this ‘tis alledg’d,
Ob”edtion i. The stile differs. ODbj.i. That it breaksoff
tbtSeriesofaDilcourfe. Obj.3. Tim it (peaks ico favotcra-
bly 0} CUT Savitur, in owning his Miracles. Obi. 4. Thai
thispajjage was unknown to the Authors who peceeded Ku-
lebius, and thato ~ obi. y. Pho-
tiuswho -~ ridg dJolephusmentiond it not. ODj. s. some

r ({*"Naps)«o«. Extantdon't jpakofii.
We fball anfwer thefe in their Order. anf.To the

deny'd it.

LONDON,

l. Mot.

ir IC fhou d be lo, it proves not what it w« Lj

for, no more than chat an Authors Exprefliofci!
*11 equal, or they are not his »wn 5wLh”™SS

m-w exanc wou'd confute. Aniw.i. Tothh S
A Naturally as anyt™

Maftacre gfthe Jews by rilate, and then comtsL
ofour Saviour, faying. About this time, the”ic
Jelus, &c, that ISabout the Time oftheMaiicrf «
ISas Natural a digrelTion as can be, and then -
again to his proper Subjeft, the Calatnitiesoi’™*";'
Anjw .~ .~Thc owning the Miracles of our

but the lame thing chat our Modern Jews do « On
an Impoiior, cho'

much Realon to believe our Saviour to be chaCki

any Jew whatever, lince he being one of trer

knew the Prophecies, knew his Death, theRenri:

piute himlelf gave to Tiverivt, and many nut To long

tilings j behdes, being out of the Jewifli Nation» W_Zefﬁa
might fpeak the iTiadd. -A}Iahte er

Wlthout being afraid of the reft of the Jews. A

How cou’d origen formally deny that whichlie 1- fee war

wing of, and yet he was 2™ years bei-nre Eufim . GO«'I

This is alfo a poor Argnmcnt,if we confiiier tret ¢ Witrel

made his Ablh-adl, when everyBody knew the pisk-.. Ongeth

in jojephut, tho ibrne o fPborpberies Di|CipiC* I’Iﬂh fﬂiaeirﬁ

rei withic becaufe ‘twas againft his Principles.Ar '

Tis well the word perhaps isin, but j-jjepbuss. T, ';egare

rity ISgood when attackconly with perhaps, Scpie%¥i

ons. Prejudices, Cavils, ds'c. but 'tis nowo.ider

know the Authors of thisQuety) that liichjwtc .

deny the Authority of James, Lg’ﬁ

queftion that ofjefepbus. See Vol. 3. N.17.4 1

Now for uurCjtaciOi.-,of P.ifcl

waitpe Secretary or OHavim, every body aimoffkwtji::l.  *«'dhe

vvrmngs he mentions the River of Oyl that broke ronbinw ™ trr

InnatRswf, when our Saviour was born.  AstototJA*:**  Ajreg

not PhUgmTrfizunus, bat the Greek Hiliorij, ti

A? ““kcs™rcnuent mcauo.i 3 why webraight ttclx IO

Chnfhanity tor the proofof the Cbn'lian Rdigioo. ncei
askt by any Pcrlons or common Scnce, tor an Eticmie>Tritasw ~  t
always better tlian a Fnendj ¢ luch Pedbus as will lceibfw » | "Mt |

A"Pybery, ~citn, Julian, &c.fof Chrihianiry, l«‘ar- :1 hdI]\
Works oi LaBanritis, Cyprian, sad otiwr otiht Aocdes N,
and they will find the dilpurc about ir, wlarethofcHclJi-=- ~ 1j?,

vourto mamtuin, thattfcv ourS.niiur did fkeb

wre but Juggles, Cheats and Imfofitions n*a the J.
gucs there vvere luch thinof, true ortullc, andthat’e-~”J Aldfiif
we defire or their Wntingr, tor tiie divifion ol*cas,.<m 7
fault or the PrejS. |

c¢'merrningalroadandUnfSp'hak.}-'  iJioiib

ApulciUi, the Prehce, and the .Algtbriic

fia- fﬂuWorks' of tlw Ian‘ich’wVii'rt riS'

theMsnthofFehruary, Printed}<m J. Dnrtsonat the
Poulrrcy™ , [

An ADVERTISEMENT toallm

finding that publifoing ofour Mercuriesfour sms"”
wou‘d quite clog our Undertaking, and re*«
we {ball lor the future only publilL ‘einon h,
u
N

Tnefdays and 1) ,
formerly-

SaSHrdnys — J'

And that we may render our Undertakiag wr/ell, »" r*fl
Sthifit,tVtun rafeon P.v./S//hn<j iiusrtere j

our”m days mnury anlwers to all his Snell,e«s vitiKf-'*
our ~cnlis may nor fepurto d,idte c(al~iL (bv byt~
SifJUoHS twteeanfrered, nortlic CofTee-honles bu.ineiwi*"
many P ~rs) but more ofthis if rliere foould ever be

for It. Continue fending in your QiicUioni a* formerly
Cottce-houle in Stoeb-market, or”torthe Reiigndem Coes
ia Finch-lane, till wc give noticeto the co*trary.

A Catalogue ofBooks,conliftiug of Divinity, H
Law,VVoyages, Traveir,andothcrmilccllaTjcouil'

on various Subjects, will be fold by Auetiofl on

vinfe s day of this InftamcAiarcf;, 1091. 1 IV

of Maidllonein Catalogues of which

ed Graii, at the Coffec-houles in virver, ctr.iir

verjham, AJhford, Kochefier, and at the AU(ftiOﬂ*V\

Maidjione. At which Place you may have

for any parcel or Library of Books.

rff,

Printed for 30"BT IPimtOR at th* Revtn in the P(».rrr;.





