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(hift. »• X  7C  T  Opinion of «■  fee-
ing Plays, whether Comedy cr 

,  .  Tragedy ?
/flf#. We are not ignorant with what l£z\ and Fer­

vour the Primitive Fathers inveighed againft all Plays 
in general, efpecially the being prefent at em ; nay, 
they generally held that in the very Perm of Bipn{m, 
the perfon Baptiz’d did exprefly renounce ’em as inclu­
ded under the Pumps and. vanities cf tbk wicked world. 
Tho it mull be cnnfefs’d that moft o f their arguments 
rather bear againil their f« iag , than reading em, ( for 
We are pretty fare St. Paul himfelf read em, became 
he quotes ’em ,) and ^fides, refpedled ’em 
(ts to Idolsy being a j»rt o f that worfliip  ̂ which the 
Vennnt of the Gentiles requir’d to be paid em, and 
'tvy tcceptiile no doubt it was unco ’em. Now this 
■ ot holding o f our Modern Playsy chough often zealoul- 
ly urg’d againft ’em, we mull look out for lome 0- 
therfeafons which may nuke the feeing’em unlawtul i 
fcrthatthey are fo, ’cis not only the Opinion of ^ tU .

or the Dî enterSy but of feveral excellent Divines 
rf the Church o f England now living. The Uealons

l̂*-L r i« * . -?_La aUa* m

Mck, and fweets of Fancy and Language j and on the 
coarrary,not only llripping Virtue of all her &4«r/«,but 
Kndring hernot only deform’d,but what’s wariiyridkuUus 

cttittmpiibU ; and the many Oaths and Cwr/rxjwhich are 
ftttckalmoftas thick in our Modern PlajSy and indeed in 
tlmoft all others, as in an /'//& Bo.n'which are
ftchdaageroas inciremencs toVice and Irreligion,that we 
know not how to recede from their Opinion, who 
*htalc moft o f the. prefent Plays unfit to be feen, and 

verylafe to be read j efpedady our Comedyes, which 
f»r the moft part divert us with Pice inftead o f Hu- 

give us but too exaft a Picture of the Age, 
>ndto omit others, reprefent all forts o f Intemperance, 
either as no Criuie at all, or as C r t e  lo Imall, 
that they deferve not to be taken notice of. And this 
runs through moft of the PUys that ever yet came to 
wr Knowledge. However, ’cis urg’d on t’other hde, 

thelc Inconveniencies are not Ejfentiil to Plays, 
^Mule thev are not in all Plays, nay not in all Come- 
'l|es: That if  the Tables were turn’d, f'irr rendred ri­
diculous and odious, and Virtue amiable and lovely j 
»ud where opprelVd for a while, yet a: laft profperous 
*ud happy, or at leail criuinphing in mifery, glorying 
Wits Suff'trinzs, and even in Death a Conquerorj in 

Circuinftances, none cou’d be againft ’em with 
juft reafon, fince we find the Drama ufed even in 

rfVir, (ince it can be no Crime to recommend 
'■ ‘Hue in Verfe more than Profe, nay, it has there a
r« t advantage; and ftace it can be no greater a fault 
f . 1 i- . . . . .  ......i:,- by fit-

’ and grace-
ictice cm. if  cncieiuic v» making the
an Image of Lije, we call’d it, M  Image of what 

in Life reprefented as imiiable j and lo on the 
^trary, there cou’d none fur# be Enemies to it who 
*!3dcr!lood themfelvcs. And fuch it wou’d be, were 

Abbjt Htdelins Model only to be follow’d ; but were 
once brought into that Form, we doubt the Play- 

^ufe woa’d foon be as much out of requeft as the Church- 
‘'j and the price of a Play be lower’d to Sixpence as well 
*5 that of a Sermon.

Qsjeft. i. ATiung tVoman, who 'tisnot ûejlion’d is in 
^  ■ win ebafh enough, yet being unmarried, gives great 
-^^ragemenc to a Man who it married to a Crofs ugly 

that be bates, and whom be does not dwell 
be allows her a ho'tdfome maintenance ■■ She

keeps him Com^ny, receives trefents from him, and its 
(Irongly prefum d be promifes her Marriage when bis Old 
woman dyes, and will no doubt never attempt her Chajiiiy, 
or do any thing k>towinglyto leffen her Reputation. Its be­
liev'd they love one another fo much, that they are fo blinded 
M not to think their keeping Company, though k̂ own to ma­
ny, isfcandalous, or that they are laugh'd at for it: Pray 
your judgment as to the honefiy of the matter, and bow their 
Friends may awaken them out of this fiupidit^

Anfw. There are two Queilions grounded on the 
matter o f Faft3 the former, what we think o f the 
Honefty o f fuch a Correjpcndence  ̂ The latter, how to 
convince thofe who maintain it, o f the fcandal it 
gives to others. To the former we reply, that we 
neither think it prudent nor henefi: If it gives Scandal, 
and may have worfe efe^ls, it can’t be prudent 3 nor 
pto it be honefl either on the Mans part or Womans. 
’Tis diflioneft to make a Coritradl for a fecond Wife 
while the firll is living 5 nay,luppohng they come not lb 
far as a formal Promife, to give that Love to her which is 
due to his Wife, notwichftanding thofe three difpleafing 
C^alitieSjUglinefsjAge, and Ill-humour,fince for Deformi­
ty and Age they are not Faults, becaufe not volunta­
ry 3 and for Ibwrnefs ofrew^^r, ’tisalmoft as inferra­
ble from Age as Deformity, being a fort of Deformity c£ 
the Mind, as the other of the Body. Befides, its very 
probable his behaviour to her has given occafion for 
her being out of Humour: For to crofs the Cudgels, 
fuppofe his OU IVife ftiou’d dye, and he marry this 
Toung one, it may be his turn then to grow old, and 
muft expedl the infeparable Irfmities o f Old Age as 
well as others, and wou’d he then take it kindly fliou’d 
his H'ife find her a Toung Gallant, give him Pre- 
fenrs, keep him Company, and promife him Marriage 
«  foon as the Old man w’as grown a little colder, and 
in the m en while civilly turn him out 0’ Doors, or 
put him abroad to Hurfe, without ever coming near 
him 3 and wou’d not this be enough to fpoil all his good 
Humour, if  he had any left >

This for the firft Qaeftion, the honefiy of the Corrtf- 
pondencei Now for the method how cneir Friends may 
convince ’em of the Scand.1l thereby given 3 and here 
we know no better a way than our old one, fend each 
o f ’em one of thefe Mercuries, and it muft needs open 
their Eyes, unlefs little Cupid has made ’em as blind as he 
himfelf is.

Quell. 3. Whether K̂ 'Jfes and ebaft Embraces may be ad­
mitted into that Friendjhip between different Sexes, which 
you have formerly mention'd ?

Anfw. Hold, good Mr. Plattnique! not a Lips breadth 
further, till you have aiifwei’d thelc Qpelhons, out 
o f which you may make a fliift to pick a Rclolution of 
your own. i. Becaufe all agree there are no Sexes in 
Souls, d’ye thinkthere are none in Bodies > 2. O r are 
you Marble ? 3. Or is your Friend of the fame jubfiancei 
or kin to Sc. Francis's Wife of Snow ; I f  not. Hands 
off, unlefs enpaffant, as you may embrace or falute i  
Sifter or a Neighbour.

Qyeft. 4. A Gentlewoman forc'd by k r  Guardian to 
marry one jhe never liked, Seals out after Dinner, and mar­
ries one Jhe bad long entertain’d as her Servant, who beds 
her immediately: -^ery, wbofe Wife it Jhe .<* or can the 
Prime Marriage oblige her so live with him fte loves
not ? . I J

Anjw. Many an unhappy Marriagfe is thus made, and 
Young Perfons ruin’d by the Treachery and Covetoujwfs 
o f Guardians, which its pity can be no way r®>̂ ôy d, 
Butin the prelcnt Cafe, the Lady t o o k  an effectual 
Courfe, though methinksthe Day before had been much 
better than an hour after, if foe had any notice othw 
Defign. However,' i f  were really fore d by her Guar^
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^Un to do wiiat did, there w «  hirdiy f t  much 
as the FcrmMity of a FomtlHy in the firft Obligation, 
tiiough even that fte ought not to have fubmitced to j 
and for her Old Servint  ̂ he was rcfolv’d to make fure 
worh, and is much o f the better Tide of the Hedge. 
I f  then the former Marriage, (or rather Ctrtmeny) 
be null and vo/7 , as we think the Force makes it, the 
4ec©nd muft ncccflarily remain good, and the Lady 
muft be his Wife, whom fhe was relolv'd to make I'o 
fure ?

Quefl. f . Tm  Genilemen having Uiely contrived an in­
timate AcqumtAnce  ̂ the one was defirei by the other to de­
liver A Letter to a Gentltwotnin for whom be hid a greit 
a^eflion, to mfon the d fe  with her. And to bring him an 
Ar.jwer̂  which be diJ, but not to his Friends fAUifalUon  ̂
for J})e WAS very pojidve, and [aid fh. 'd have riihirg to fay 
to him'y hereceivinr this Anfwer by his Pritndy wenthim- 
f:lf and return'd with the lilie fucceffy injomuch shat he 
dcfpiir'd of ever prevailing with her, fince which time the 
other GemUman bn nude his Aiirffj'es to her, and has 
acquainted bis Friend how far he bn proceeded: But he's 
very much ojjendedy [ays 'lis treacherous and ungenerors, and 
shaihebaftranfgrefs’d the Rules of Frienijhip. Tou ire d:- 
fred Jpeedih to giveyourOpinion in ihemauerP

Aniw. The mifchief is, that very few of thefe Love 
^pperies will keep cold j they are all for fo much Ipeed 
that they crowd out one another, and we fee no way 
to avoid it, particularly in this, we know not but the 
Ihiends may nave fought and run one another through 
the Lungs lu lf a dozen times before our Anfwer comes 
to unite ’em: However, it Battle and Murder has not 
y et follow’d, we hope this may prevent it, at leaft do 
lb in any other llich like occafion: For W'hich end we 
reply, that we mull confefs our felves of the rejeciei 
Gentlemans fide, and think his Friend has neither dealt 
handfomly nor generouHy by him, and need appeal no 
further than to his ownThoughes,whether he’d have taken 
it kindly himfeli had the other lb fupplanted him ? With 
defign or without at firll, is not the Queltionj tor 
his Friend employ’d him, he was a Trujiee tor him, he 
o f all the World ought not to injure him in an Affair 
o fl’o tender a Concern. Its true, there are not many 
as the World now goes, that w'ou’d fcruple liich a pjtce 
o f Treachery, erpecially it for their advantage j however, 
we mull not Hate the KuUs ot Friendthip by cullom,buc 
by Generofity, Juflice and Reafon.

QueR. 6. I  was fometime fince contraBed to a Lady of 
BeiutyyH'it  ̂ and reputed Virtiity but a little before the time 
appointed for Marriagey I found her nty felf in Sed with a 
Tsung FelloWy and have no room t» dmbi of her dijhonefiy : 
The ^ery  /J, wbeiber I ’m now bound to perform viy e’en- 
VtiB ?

Anfw, No certainly, unlefs you have a fancy to be 
Chronided iot d. Contented oae, fince had you bin ad'tually 
marry’d, this Crime had diflblv’d the Comradl, much 
more when ’twas betorc Conjummation.

tnat they are in any Proportion, BlrtBy hverfî  
duplicttty Tribtey or any othtty unlefs in a protortin ih 
verfe to all Reajon and Truth, and tber/fere I  depre« 
bow you maf(e tisem what you affertyortbat you would nr.<;rtxftit 

your Ignorance to tbeWorld, which in my Opinion you have Ixf. 
fciettcly done in [uniry.RefpeBt in the£^^. above mmienjp 

Anfw. Pray Sir don’t be angry till you look upon 
the latl Number again, and fee whether it be a deej. 
mal Frtdion or no, as well as half the third-, after, 
wards try again whether the Numbers are not pro. 
portionable according to the Rule o f Three Inverfe, !f 
they are nor, we are Fr» fumfanum, &c. if  they arc, 
we thank you for your Generous Correihon j bat 
being contiden t o f the firll, vve have this to tell yoa, 
tnat as revers’d Letters fuppole a reverie Seiice, lo 
fome Abufes are Panegyricks. A  Univerfal Praiftis 
the greatell Scandal in the World.

C3»The Queffions concerning Punch,Cards,Books writ* 
ten by a Perlbn of Quality,Corns, Religion,Chetle, 
Tripewomans Daughter, Marriages without Li- 
cenle. Penurious old Hunks, why we call a fiogi* 
week a Sevennight, and i  weeks a Fortnight, wtac 
was the Ceremony ufed at the Baptil'm tor the Cfslj 
whether the Lords Day be of Divine Inllitutiofl, 
and whether Bull baitings, (^c. fcall according w 
our promile be anfwer’d next Saturday, together 
with all thole mention’d in our lall Mercury, t!ui 
fo by anfwcring all Quellions whatever we ra)' 
render our Undertaking perteft.

We iiaving receiv’d i  Irlenions Poems, one from i 
Perfon Aged and in Love, the other cojKcrai» 
Eve in Paradice, both which are unhappily loî  
We defire the Gentleman wou’d beat thetroubk 
to fend ’em again ; and the fame favour wedefift 
from a Gentleman at Darby, as to two or thr® 
Quellions in Profe concerning the Eternity of cii 
the World.

We had here according to our Promife infertedoat 
Projc(5l  concerning the .\<tare/and Artificial Ui- 
ifexof England, and other Countries, but cĥ tl̂  
veral Ingenious Gentlemen ( well skill’d in tbofe 
Affairs) generoully offering to contribute tbw 
alTiffance therein, upc-.i which accoua, that tb 
faid undertaking may be the more lerviceabk 
thepublick, wedeferr the publication of tiili*  ̂
Tuefday.

auberttfement.

QueR. 7. A  Perfon reafonably well qualified in one ccurfe 
of Study, which he has addtehed the mojt part of bis Life 
to, but without any other qualification of Breeding, or Ltar- 
ning wbitjoeveri ispufiiup with an infufi'erable Pride, in- 
jomucb as to defpife and affront his Acquaintance, tko in 
general they are of better Fortune, d^uliiy and Learning than 
Idmfelf: <£̂ ery, how prudentially to bring this Man to a 
true i^nowledge of bimlelf, and to right Reajonf'

Anfw. The End of Learning is the Good of Society, 
the real happinefs of the Perfon that enjoys it ■, and w hat 
i m ^Rfueb a uje of it as ai\ntnr ledges it to I e irihutarj to the Au­
thor of allRnowledge. Now every LeaniedMan eitner docs or 
does not anfwer thelecnds if  the firll, hehasLearn’d 
in vain, and who can’t be alham’d of fuch an egregious 
Folly: If the h l l , ’lis what he has receb’d by a Me­
diate Chain o f Caufes, which Heaven had cj’d luch 
and fuch EfFefls to, and if  lb, the old Rule is good, 
^ an io DoBior ts, tamo tegerof Submijfius, W'hich Max­
im is founded on this Realon, Shou’d any Man delpiie 
his Neighbours, becaufc he’s a greater Debtor to God 
Almighty than they arc ? This will convince your 
Friend it he is no: a hater of thinking if  he be, he is

 ̂ c5* THE Gatpeteer's or Ncw’fmans Interpreter t Be 
mg a Geographical index of all the ConfiderableCiod 
Pacnarcklhips.IiilhoprickSjUniver/ities, Dukedoms, 
corns, and luch like i Imperial and Hance Towns, Forts. 
Forts, CaRieSjC^r. in Europe. Shewing in wbatKif̂ ' 
doms, Provinces, and Counties they aie in i to 
Prince they are now fubjeiR 5 upon, or nigh whatR̂ ’ 
vers, Bays, Seas, Mountains, pyc. they Rand j their 
Ranees (  in Engiijh n.iles) from Icverai other pbrestf 
Note, wirh their Longitude and Latitude, accoruingto 
the bcR and approved Maps. O f Ipecial life for the irsn 
underRandmg ot all Modern Hillories ot Eutope, as 
as the Preient Affairs 3 and lor the Convenlency of cht̂ ? 
nels and Pocket-Carr iage, explained, and Abreviatioos 
and Figures. By Lawrence Eachard, A. li. o f t-hriffs 
ledge in Cambridge. London Primed for 7U. Satushun »t 
the RJngs Arms next St. DunjUnj Ciiurdi in Fleet-dri!̂ - 
Price bound 1 x.

There is juR now Reprinted Mr. Smithies of Cnp 
pltgate\ Book on the Sacrament, cntituled, 
thy Non-communicant: the 3 d. Imprdlion, with the ajf 
dician of Prayers before and after the Hereivin? cJd'dicioii o f Prayers before and after the Receiving 
Saciament.

paR recovery.
QieR.8. Gentlemen, you fay that the tiumhen i , i ,  x 

.y and8 are in an in\erted Proportion: 1 cannot fee

Some Rcfledlions upon the Ihort confideratics) 
the Defence of the Exceptions againll the Theory 
Earth, by E. IK  M. A. Bo:h Sola by ^obii souibby at 
Harrow iii Comhill.
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