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The Athenian Mercury.HAving lately received a very Civil L et­
ter, from an unknown Ingenious Gen­

tleman, Its  diought fit to Print fome part 
thereof, as well as a S^iery contain d 
tlierein.

Gentlemen^
“  I liappf.*n’d to read that Sheet of your u4- 

“ thetiinn M ercu ry , in which y O U  refoivM a 
“ Qpery concerning fome ^ B io n s  o f Brutes 
“ that reTembled Reafin. Your Difcourfc 
“  there, was fo very acute and foUd, that it 
“ invited me to perufe divers others, which 
“ withcrtjt Flattery gave me that efteem 
“ you, th-' I refolv’d to lend my bell affi- 
“ to render your endeavours benefici- 

al to the World, which 1 ought to fuppofe, 
“ is the mark you aim at. I look on your un- 
''dertaking, as on one o f the moft laudable 
“ ProjecTs our has invented, and if  pru- 
“ denti y managed, the moft conducing to im- 
 ̂proV(2 Knowledge in the GeneralityoiM an- 

“ Kind, according to theirfevcral Capacities .• 
“ Whence out o f my Zeal, for the Common 
‘‘ good, I make bold to offer you my Friend- 

ly Advice, that you would not beftow one 
“ Minutte of your precious Time ia anfwering 
“  Imper. tinent and Pi(juei(h <^ueries, no not even 
“  thofe that concern the Intereft o f  any Party 

or F.ttBion, The Promoters o f Truth (houd 
“ mow: in a higher Sphere, and indeed fliou’d 
“ wrin; to none but Cofm opolitansThe de- 
“ feenefing from that heighth, declines you in- 
“ to a lower CUfs o f Writers, it abates the rc- 

otherwife due to your Excellent Labours, 
“ it ex.pol^ you, as the World goes, to ridi- 
'‘ cule, it leftens the Credit and Currency of 
“ your Papers, by ftirring up the the
“  Parties you difgujk, and muft needs force 
“  you upon Banter now and then, to humour 
‘ ‘  th(i Palate o f the Times. And whereas 
“ isb«worf4/, and thofe writings which have 
^  only Truth for their !^otive and OhjeB, do 
“ partake a Laftingnefsfrom her unchangeable 
“ Mature, the meddling with the Intere/l o f 
“  any State or Party will reduce your Works 
“  to the Tranjitory Condition o f Goz.ettstad Al~ 

manacks  ̂ aud ihou’d a Revolution happen, 
“  Would render ’em obnoxious, blafl their Cre- 
* dit, and to make ’em become ufekfs.

,, “  One thing more — I think it a very ne- 
ceflary rule t o  be obferv’d by all thofe, who 

“ are task't to give Anfwers to many cramp 
Queftions, never to puzjz.k their Rr>ains by 

* lik in g  out a Reafon {or  any llrange p reu n -  
ded £ fe a ,  till they had perfect ^ fu r a n c e  

 ̂ the ^idatter o f F a B  was T r u e : Particularly 
/to fuch, as that o f the F tu h - L ig h t  in  Car- 
^^marthenjlitre, V o l.6. N u m .6 . My felf havc 
,j been divers times impoled upon by Relati- 
j onset Spimj liauming Houfes, which 

I fear had as great or greater A u th o rity  than

“ has that uncouth and very unlikely Story, nay 
‘ ‘ fome of ’em pretended to have abovea huo- 
“  dred EyeWitmffes, which yet upon narrow 
‘ ‘ Examination'^xo^^d but meer fopperies.

“  I heartily Congratulate your defign, tp 
‘ ‘ lay open the Vanity of the SUly, W itty  A t h e -  
“  i^ , Mr. H obbs, whofe bold unprov’d talk 
“  has done much mifehief among that pitch  
‘ ‘ o f M en , who are meerly given to yuaint 

C onceits, and plaufible Drollery, which un- 
happy Temper inclines ’em to put off 
t h t k  H untane N a tu re , as far as they are a- 

“  We,by fubjeCting their Reafon to their F a n -  
“  cy , and ’cis but fitting, that they who de- 

fert their C h r iB ia n ity , fhou d firft renounce 
“  the true N a tu re  God has given ’em, their 
“  Reafon,

Thus much we have Printed o f this Letter, 
to let it be known chat there are fome Inge­
nious dideft, who don’t think fo ill o f us as our 
B rethren  o iL a c e d e m o n , tbo’ perhaps die Gen­
tleman maybe almoft as much out, o f one 
fide as they are o ’ tother. However wc muft 
own our felves excreamly oblig’d, to fof
his £pod Thoughts, and IViJhes, J ^ sp k es . 
As to the o f tliofe, the Advt^^e hej^gives 
to be o f  no P a r ty , or at leaft to a^p^r pf 
none in oi^ P a p ers— w'e own ’tisfa f e  andpr#- 
dent, but confefs, we can’t think it honourable. 
Not but that we Were once in the Mind to 
have done fo, for fome o f  the Reafons he gives 
us, but our Sentim ents as to matters o f Policy
were unawares extorted from us by the------

o f fome men, who woU’d not
be quiet, neither with Letters, nor Abufes,
till we at length return’d ’em fuch anfwers as 
we thought they deferv’d.

How'ever, Ja B a  efl alea •—  W e are now 
in, and we muft thro^h  as w'ell as our betters, 
or elfe juftly fall unpitied, and finkfor ever, E- 
very one now knows what Party wx have en­
gaged in, ’tis fo notorious that fome o f the ctm- 
trary fide have thought it ivorth rhe while 
publickly CO oppofe US, and ’cis the fame that 
all that’s brave in Europe now draw their 
Swords for i and at the Head  o f ’em all the 
bravefi Prince in the World. Nay, i f  it be 
a weaknefs, we muft acknowledge it, that had 
we our Liberty dxid Choice to begin again, we 
fliou’d frankly efpoufe the lame Caufe, tho’ 
perliaps with lefs RefieBions on the contrary, 
which we confefs are vituhor Necejfary, nor 
Prudent in fuch a way of Writing, for the Rea­
fons die Gentleman gives, ana which for the 
future,w ê lhall, unleft extreamly provoked, en­
deavour to avoid — upon all otl^r Parties aS 
W'ell astbac which w'e inge-
nuoufly confefs, \ve can n^er love : But this 
not out of any mean Politics, with vain hopes 
that our little Cock boat Ihou’d fcape if  the 
RoyaUSoveraignpertfij d. ( better we and 4//our
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OncriBs l*th* bo tto m  o f  the Sea) for w e nei­
ther reify, hope nor defire  ̂ to OUtlive the L i ­
berties o f  Enropey and are much o f  the ingenu­
ous D r .  Browns mind, that ' ‘ he m ud ex- 
“  tream ly value Ufe, w h o  wou'd ou tlive the 
“  Rhims o f  the World —  this w e  fay is not the 
ReafoKy and to  preclude any fuch expeUationy 
( tho* God forbid there f lm 'd  be any occafion 
for’t ) have thus ^\d\n\ydecUrdo\XY Judgments, 
and not to  flatter (uch Princes as need it nor, 
fo r  w e cou*d exp ert no Benefit by it , fome/eip 
o f  our Names being only guefs*t at, which w e 
never intend publickly to  oxen. But the true 
C a u fe , w hy w e  Ihall forbear anfwering fuch 
Eigueip S e r ie s  (  only begging pardon for 
onefingle, \cty  voitty, ytxy waggipont, w hicli 
w e  arc afraid w ill  croud in, in our next Love- 
Taper,) isbccau fc, w e  w ou’d w rite more lik e  
Phllofophers, and offend as few as poffiblej 
and therefore, i f  hereafter w e  find aneccifuy 
o f  anfwering any thing o f  controverfic b e­
tw een particular SeSisov FaEHons,v,x (hall only

f)roducejhe Arguments on both fides, and 
eavc ’em fairly to fiiift for themfelves.

For the Gentlemans further advice, not to 
be too credulous, we acknowledge it’s very 
metffary to thoic who have undertaken fo'«i;/- 
fc u lt  a Province —  But we have in very many 
Inftances already obfervd^ it, continuing in 
pure fufpence till the FaSi is more clearly at- 
tefled,'pl^rtkuhrly that o f the Fetch-Lights he 
mentions ^ b u t  on the otherfide—  we muft 
tinnk etcrnal Sceptidfm, or a continu'd and re- 

folute ht^uhting after fufficient Evidence, is e- 
ven a 'greater Enemy to Philofophy and true 
Knowledge, than Credulity it felf The latter o f 
which may croud in fome Faljhoods, but the 
if̂ ormer will ne’rc fuffer us to acknowledge any 
Truth, Now we think we have reasonable, 
creditable Evidence fora thing tho’ ne’re fo 
ftrange, where Fadt is amfted^ efpecially if  e- 
ven upon Oath, by many credible Witneffes, as 
in- the Story o f the enchanted Ship, lometime 
fince publilb’d to the World. However we 
own the Advice is kjnd, and perhaps not alto­
gether medlefs, and (hall endeavour for the 
future to obferve it

For the laft Branch concerning Mr. Hobbs 
vre are ftill o f the fame mind we ever were, 
that he has done Philofophy almoft as much 
mifehief as Religion It’s true he’s Dead, but 
his rporks yet fpea^, tho’ not at all to his Praife, 
and tis a juft Curfe, “ That the Name o f the 
“  W icked  ftiall rof, and we may here as lawfully 
call and prove him a Fool, as he does, ( the 
firfi we mean, for the laft he never can ) by 
fo many thoufands of Holy Martyrs —  and 
there are but too many o f his Gang ftill living, 
with whom we declare, we’ll neither give 
nor take g a r t e r  5 and hope as little W it and 
Rea/bn as we have we fhall at leaft make 
fhife to be hard enough for the Atheifl, who 
has been a Fool upon Record for above thefe 
three thouland Years.

Now for the Gentlemans Query —  What 
is the Caufe o f that common Motion in Nature, 
call'd Gravitation, or the Defcending of thofe 
Bodies we call heavy ?

A n f  The Querift himfelf juftly rejefts the 
Caufe that was ajftgn'd by the old Philofo-

phers —  “ Becaufe they have an innate 
“  ty call’d weight, w'hich determines tlieir Na~ 
‘ ‘ ture downwards 5 for that, as he oblerves, ij 
only Idem per Idem, or it do« fo bccaufe ic 
does fo. He as juftly rejedts the fecond Rea- 
fon alledg’d for it, by the Followers of the 
Garden, namely, “  that all Atoim  move dom- 
“  wards in an Infinite fpace, whereas in fuch a 
/pace, there’s no higher or lotiycr, becaufe ’tis 
Infinite, having no Terms to move towards or 
frontwards. Further, if he tskesdownwerdsla 
fignifie the Line from our Head to our' Feet 
he adds, 'twill be ask’t why they move that 
way rather than the other, fince dieir Nature, 
and Figure are indifferent, &  ex indifferenti nj- 
hilfequitHT, ( ŵ e may add that, turn but 
Man with his Head in a contrary Poflure, and 
at that race downwards wou d be upwards, and 
upwards, downwards, heavy wou’d be Light, 
and Light heavy, which confounds ^\{ again J  
Nor, he goes on, are there any different De­
grees o f Refifiance in the Medium to incline 
th o k  Atoms, cou d they at z\\move themfelvet 
to take one way rather than the other.

He next produces the opinion o f Mr.PVhite, 
Sir Kenelm Digby's Tutor, with Sir ^enelm% 
Improvements, and his own Thoughts upon 
’em. Mr. Whites Hypothefis was —  ** That 
“  the firft natural Caufe o {  all Motion \% the 
‘ Heat or Fire of the5 «», and goes a bout to 

demonftrate, that this mult it lelf firft have 
been put into motion by an Incorporeal, agent. 
Sir Kenelm hence fubfuming, and improving 
the notion makes the Sun-beams refledting up­
wards to  refill thofe particles that ar e more 
Rare, w'hich muft neceflarily caufe thofe that 
are more denfe to Depend, whofe fall deter­
mines the motion o f all thole others on whiti 
their Impulfe Lights downwards. Agai nil this 
the Querift himfelf Objedls —  That i f  this 
held, then on the tops o f higheft H illy, whi­
ther this RefielHon either reaches nor, or at 
leaft is not fo ftrong, there wou’d either be 
no Gravitation, or not fo great as is in the Air 
near the furface o f the Earth below, which 
none e re obferved —  But in this w'e idoubc 
the Gentleman is miftaken, for unlels vvearc 
fo , the Gravitation is not fb great on high 
Hills, as nearer the Center, as appears by the 
Barometer. He adds, he has walkt unuer Mitr̂  
ble p a r r ie s , entring in at the bottom of a 
high-Hill, yet cou’d not difeern there was 
Jefs Gr^wf f̂iow there than i’th’ open A ir, nor 
that his Legs did bear his Body with more 
eafe- than when he walk’t on the Tops o f the 
higheft Mountains, and it feems incredible  ̂
that the denfer Atoms Ihou’d fall upon thofe 
Bodies, which are under that Mountainous 
Bulk of Stone and Earth with the fame tuA- 
lity and force, as they do upon the Top of the 
Hill, where there’s nothing but the free and 
liquid A ir  to hinder their depent. Laftly the 
RefielHon o f the Sun carrying up thofe rarer 
Particles is far more vigorous in Summer than 
Winter, and Day than Night j but there’s no 
difcernably lefter Gravitation in thofe latter 
Seafons ihzn the former.— Which Arguments 
we think do abfolutely invalidate that Hypo- 
thefts, to which we can add another of our

The 5 /w was n o t  made till the third day
or
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own.
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