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of the Creation, but the Light, the ExpMnfe,
f and fo the ) the Earth, theW'Wtrj, &c.
Were made on the firft and fecond. Now
whcre-ever is Earth and ~ir, to go no Fur-
ther, there muft be Gravitation and Levitati-
on, otherways the Earth, Trees, See. wou'd
have all tumhkd into the and return'd to
Cliaos. We muft therefore find fome new
Hypothefis COFolve thefedifficulcies— and we'll
freely give him our own in return for his.W e
fuppofe, nay think we can prove, a Center of
gravity in the Earth, thatis,a Point to which
all other Bodies tend, but the Queflion is how.
We anfwver, the Earth is in the Nature of a
great Animal, and has fomething equivalent
to breathing out and drawing in the Air ; Or,
to fpeak with the new Philofophers, the one
great Magnet, and has a Magnetical Quality
inevery part of it, and much ftronger in the
whole. Now in all hkElrical and Magnetical
Bodies, there muft fome Banklesgo out, and
forme be ftlll returning in the Current, wliere-
of fuch things are drawn along, asit lights on,
whofe Fores are proportion’d for thofe little
Bodies which feize upon’em. Now Light
things make not e~ualrefinance, or rather don’t
Laity fo well with the returning hamated Par-
tickso f the Earth, as thofe that are heavy.—
for Example, aFeather, as a Stone, Or lron,
whence thofe heavy Bodies are fooner drag'd
tothe Earth, whereas the Magnetical particle
canttake fuch faft and fnre hold of thofe Bo-
we call Light 5 befides the istavy crou-
oing fafteft under, thrufl ’em by. If nothing
fife, yet fo much Air getting under 'em as
trePillar of Air is altogether more folid, and
itronger than me fingle weight of the Sraw or
Feather, efpecially if mov’d with aBreath of
accordingly the lighter Subn-ance muft
neceffarily floaton the Surface of the Air, e-
\Venwhen fmooth and imdijhtrbed, tho' eafar
when there's more Air beneath, asWood in the
~nter, nNay when agitated with wind it takes
~heavy Subflanees, more of I*S Particles
then crouded together, asinanAir Gun,
~nich we know throws a Ballet feveral yards,
3safwift current of Water will for a ftiort
fuflain even Stonesznd iron, znd hurry
along with it.
,Queft. 1. Whether Men fhall be tormented
With Fire and Brimftone, or any Torment af-

: We receiv’d this among feveral o-
trer Queftions fometimefince, from thefame
md. Yhe reft will be anfwerd either in
next tw'elve Numbers, or our promisd
~pptndtx, hntthishem gof more concern, and
~ngbeen hinted at, inourdifeourfeagainft
'S ordaining or neceffitating Sin, Vol. 2. N.
"T We think it moft proper to reply to it in a
~l~rorcury.  Only we muft here ask the
Shrifts leave to give liim our own Thoughts,
" e produce his, and to let the Ami-

inC the Foifon, Accordingly we
iwer tn the Affirmative, which muft be true,
t/uit ~Torment zfttr this Life, that this Tor-
is exprefs™din the Scriptures by chat of

tre and Brimftone. Nay, that the Scrp-
fAUDdiifwerably affirm thofe lormms ihzW.
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be &a »</, and tliat therefore they muft be
10 if the Scriptures themfelves arcfr«.

Our Arguments for it (quw betaken from
Scripture, and from Reafon — Thofe from Rea-
fow are as follow — 1.Sin defervesit. 2. Man
chufes It. 5. There's a Necefuy for it. 4. Pro-
vidence requires it. 5. All LPations acknow-
ledge It. 1 hofe from Scripture will come in,
in their proper Places.

I. Sin defervesit, and that irt its own Na-
ture. This all Froteftaats hold of every Sin,
Who a low none to be in themfelves renial,
and unleft this be/?rovV, we in vain attempt
m falve Gods Juftke-, nor isany way fo efe-
Uuai to evwece if, as by the confjdering 5was
objeShvely infinite — againft an Infinite God, or
Why eJfe lliou d it deferve infinite Punifhment P
1 his IS confirm’d — becaufe Man’s option or
Choice of this infinite Punijhmem, the known
unavt”*dable confequence oi Sin, tho’ it might
oe luftcient to render Man inexcufablt, does
not, we think, clearthe J«/?x«ofGod inw-

fillhngM, unlefsthe”™wit felfreally defervd
It, any more than the Refolution or Will o f fin-
nmg infinitely, for tho’ luppofing Sin in it felf
deferves infinite Puniflment, both the Option of

and Contumacy of the will are ftrong
Arguments both to Silence Man, and to vin-
dicate the Jhflke of God 5yet itfeems not
Confonant unto it, to infiiu Funijhment a”ually
infinite for Sin that is not alfual, orif fo, for
no other Reafon than becaufe it deferves it.
Befides Men are punififd after this Life, for
Sins they have committed, rather thanfor thofe
they would, at leaft thofe diey might have
committed — or if thofe they waud, fuch as
th&f immeaiatcly will'd, not fuch as are re//<ec
a difiance in caufes far remote, they having ac-
tual Sins more than enough to anfwer for. The
Objeaion here urg’'d is, “ That this makes all
‘ Sinsequal. In anfwer, they may be 7//faid
to be equal, as to that infinite Object againft
whom they are ultimately committed, and fo
arepunilhed wicli infinite Pains, which are e-
qual in their Duration — But.they are unequal
as to Degree, one Sin admittihg more or lefs
W'AvAfwwnhan another, or being in its own
Nature more hainousi and accordingly there
are unequal Degrees 0f Pain appointed for 'em
— asour Saviour himfelf tells us, who fays.
M at.10. 1f. Ltffiall be moretolerablefor Sodom
and Gomorrah than for Chorazin and Beth-
faida in the Day of Judgment.,

It'sagain nr~d— infinite. Eternal Punijh-
ments are unproportknate tO Finite Temporary
ASs. It's anfwer'd, as before, the objesi
inhances the guilt of the aei. It's a higher
Crime to attempt a Princes Murder than ano-
ther, and in our own Laws ihe Punijhmenthds
longer than the Crime, which may be commit-
ted in a Moment.

2. After this. ppo'ox comes in. Manchu-
fesit. If Sin deferves Infinite Punijhment, and
yet God has f und a way for Man to efcape it,
and he yet chnfesSin, when he knows what’s
the unavoidable confequence thereof, then Gods
Equity is fufficiently vindicated in the infilling
it, nay Man may more properly be faid to in-
fiiSt it upon himfelf than God- His deftru-

SHon is or himfelf, and he as much bamns him-
felf



M f when he leaps into Hell, as drmss hwfelf
n Un the Water

'""fAThere’s z Necefftty for it— by which
we mean Eterval Emi~mems are the mcefary
cMfessuetices Of Sin — Neceffary both from the
Nature of the Soul and the Nature of Sin.
From the jpatute of the &ouf — tis tmmor-

tal and muft ekiSt after Death: It can't m
y 1 becaufe habited to r-«and Hatred of
God- It then in Mifery. fain of Lofs,
is it felf a (islofs of paim real

Lminefst1 ) Itcaufe Defpair, and thatalone is
hdppW Ji-yy - r-

‘aovtlrm g”, unlefs checkp by fome contrary
PeNirirLp nr Hahtt  This, in this World Gods
creW ornw, in thofe who don’'t too long
xtnIMyrtmiv, There it mil not, for the

o f Probation is over, ( unlefc we allow a
~NAtorv) and the miferabk Damned Souls "rt
Mder the Government of his Wrath, and not
his Mercy : They have no Grace, no Media-
tor therefore they muft a®uaUy Sin eternally,
zni could they ceafe finning, cou’d yet have
no attonement for thofe Sim they formerly
committed-, and this is much more than a WiU
or Refolution of Sinning, and for this their
Pains muft be aSluaUy eternal.

4, Providence requires it. This is plain as
far as Puniflment after Death. For how elfe
can God be a jufl Judge / how does he equally
difpenfe Vunijhments and Rewards, both which
arcrequired from the Governourofthe World ?
This is not always, nay not often done in this
World at leaft not clearly and evidently, A
guilty "confidence does not do it, for generally
the more Wickpd a Man isjthe more 'tis caute-
rizd and harden'd— at which rate the wore
a man defervd Hell, the lefsof it he’d fufer 5
where then is he punifi'd? ifnot here it muft be
hereafter, and it hereafter tO Eternity for the
Reafons before mention’d, and as will appear
more plainly when we come to confider the
general Objellions. However we lhall add
fomething on this Bead. It muftbe eitherto
Eternity, orelfefor ajfcor?, otalongtime, and
then to Heaven or Earth, or Annihilation. But
noneofthetherefore the/orwer. Not
for a Short time, becaufe itey«</jnot their Sin,
which might tlien have as well been punifi'd,
in this'Life — befides, all grant the ExprefiU
ons in Scripture muli denote a long-time, if Dbt
Eternity — 1 Diuturnitasyf not tALternitas. Nor
for a long-time only, fuppofe ofYears,
and then to ceafe, becaufe the Scripture won’t
Amit it, aswill anon appear5 and becaufe
thiswou’d be unproportion'd to Finite, Tempo-
rary, Tranfient jiQ sof Sin, as well as W'hat's
Eternal and Infinite. Not tO remove thence tO
Heaven, where no unclean thing can enter, for
the former Not to Earth, becaufe
tlie World's delirtffd, or at leaft not fit for
them Not to nothing, becaufe the Suhfiance
of the Soufs indiSfohible ~ nor can any Acet-
dent dedro) SuhHance, tho' it may alter it5
nor can we fuppofe it by any ~fitive of
God, who is the. Fountain of Being — there’s
then only remainir\g a Sufpenfm ofhis Influence
to make tliis fo much a”pofible 5
but how little Reafomheve is toexp”™ fo

snuch as this, nay how muchc e m tlereis
from thc trjfalhhle TeHmony of Beaven that
the demised M | mvey obtain tliis laft /74d
medy, we toll clear when we come to pro-
duce the Argnwents from Scripsnre which con-
firm OUT Opinion.

5. acknowledge tt. e done
fay, auU Men in alt Nattom, nor all Seas of
Men W e need not it to tho’

the Argument hom Confetence is not eafily an-
fwerd; norto™aieS.ofA*», fomeofwluch

h at leaft pretended to deny or doubtof it.
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fince obferv’'d,tlIK ie<«r men have been,either
in Commumttes orfingle Injtancts, the more firm-
ly they have flill bel™vd it.  'Tis further ob-
fem ble, that hardly ever any.were known
who granted “Rewards after this but ao
km w kd”e PuntJhmentszliOy ow being as
as tother, nay one being hardly egual without
the other : And thole Pumlkments Eternal,
which they expreft’d by the Torments of Tan-
Titius, the Belides, &c- And if'tis faid
thefe were Fables, tto had however feme
Moral in them, and if any at all, it muft.r#.
to this Eternity. But we ban ¢ nme nor
room here to profecute this Argument, drawn
from confint of Nations, to particular Inflair
ces, which has been largely and fufticienily
done by Numenius, and many other more
dern Writers — who make it unsnfwerably ap-
pear, that this Principle has obtain’d in Narh
ons at the greateft difiance, who were ne'rc
known to have had Communication Vj\t\i each
other, Barbarousaswell asCivil, without Lam
as well as with em, nay before any Laws or
Law-givers, belides the of Nature ad
God,who writ it on the Hearts of all Men tQ
deeply to be tvQt totally effac'd again — which
takes off moft of the OhjeSiions againft it, &
they’'ll al I t o the Ground, if we fairly con-
uder.that cou’d any Infiances be produced to
the contrary out ofany Authemick Hifiory, &
we hardly believe there can, they might vyet
be as eafily rfcco«w/f(/5 for as the profefi'd A-
theifm o f fome fingle Perfonsin our own Natm
nocwithftdnding which we furely may with
fufficient Propriety of fpecch affirm, that the
Englilh believe a God, fince there are and will
heMonfiersin Moralip as well asin Nature,tho
the latter lefs deform'dofthe two, and tho the
one can no more invalidate univerfai Authori”™
ty, than the other or ~}
Humanity, and thus much for the Arguments
ftovn Reafon, fox the Eternity of Pun™ments-
The fecond Head o f Arguments arifcsftoifl
Scripture, W'bence thisTr«f*> isyet muchm”
clear than from our own fhort-fighted RerEI<"
For the Old Tefiament. whether this
/>there defer!bed or no, it’snovalid
on, nor fo nmeh as any confiderable
againfl it, fince it’s unanfwciably clear in ttw
New, Life and Immortality hoih of Good
Bad, being brought to light in the G™pth
which were before more clouded under Tyf®
and Figures, and Fromifes of Temporal Felicity-
However we'll notgrant the Sadduue lo muen
as this is, who is like tofight for every
before he lhall have itj ncrwillwe”





