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The Athenian Mercury.
CJucfl. I. * ~ ^ H e r e a r e a  Knot o f Apprenti-

A  C€S dvpelling nigh each other  ̂
vho are all concern d in keeping Company with a 
Servant Maid, o f no good Reputation, who 
lives near and. fometimes Hay with her all 
Night, and [pend Money on Treats for her-, 
vhich i f  there’s not a ^O'pfoon put to t, may prove 
their Ruine. / having come to the Knowledge 
of Intrigue unknown to them, defireyourzd- 
vice whether I ought to make it known to their 
Mailers, or Conceal it becaufe h  may occafion 
nsuch trouble, or what's the heH Method I  can 
take to oblige êm to leave thefe Irregular Cout- 
fes (

-dnf. W e think it won’t be prudent to ac- 
quaint their MaHers with’c, before you have 
try’d all other handfome ways to reclaim ’em. 
If you pleafe you may fend each of *em one o f 
thefe Mercuries, by which they’ll find the 
thing has taken A ir , and unlefs they reform, is 
like to grow much more publick —  In the 
mean while, we think it neceffary here, to re- 
pefent to ’em ( and all others concern’d in 
m z manner, tho’ indeed none knows but it 
may be himfelf, ) the fcandal and danger of 
thefe Courfes, which indeed are fo plain chat 
tjieje needs not much DicUmation. I f  they 
nnd even the (isame fo uneafie a thing to be 

and thofe concern d can hardly >ead this 
without a blujh, how much heavier muft the 
?i»be, even fuppofing they live to  repent o f

much more if they never do fo ? They can’t 
bjt know well enough that they are treading 
^ k m z P a t h ,  which has led fomany in their 

îrcHmliances into inevitable Ruine, both o f 
>̂tme, BHate, Body, and Tis to be fear’d 

^̂ 'il and all. They can’t be Ignora.nt, liow 
iitie%one who had been but too well acquaint 
f̂d with matters o f that Nature deferibes that 

jprt of People 5 A  Whorifh Woman is a 
^ep Ditch, the ahhorrdo^ the Lord fliall fall 
into her —  and that her Houfe is the way to 

going down to the Chambers of Death.
And that tho' they may pleafe themfelves, 

^ one does there, who has none o f the beft 
^haraasrs (  Jimptc and Void o f under funding ) 
jl^tfoln Waters are fweet, and Bread eaten in 
ftent is pleafent, yet what follows will mife- 
rably im bitter it all — ■ ‘‘ He knoweth not that 
. the Dead are there, and tiiac her guefts are 
j t̂neDe/jf/jjof//e//. They’d do well, fober- 
V and frequently to conlider this advice, 
^hich they can’t think is fuggefled by Jm eref 
^  Prejudice, fince we know not fo much as 
ne of their Names, and unlefs it be their own

v̂ a \  defire ’em often to
cad the feventh Chapter of the Proverbs'zad 

whole only ro aft like rational Crea- 
and to confider the certain and unavoU- 

^  f^*^fqutnces o f their perlifling in fncli ill- 
Qu'n ’ \ve hope they'll
I come to a better mind, and w’e flioii’d

think our felves very happy, i f  thefe Papers 
fhou d be a ay occafion on’t : This for tlie Per- 
fons concern'd —  for the Gentleman w'ho prd- 
pofes the charitable QuejHon, i f  this worlcs 
any thing on the Toung M en, he has done his 
L>uty, and perhaps fav’d ’em from R u i n e I f  
It fails, and they are ftill inccrrigible, ’twill be 
then time enough to acquaint their Majlers with 
it tho’ even then, we think it were more 
Prudent as well as K ind, prfi to let their Pa­
rents or Friends know it,if there's any conveni- 
ency of doing it.

Queft. 2. Being in Company the other Nighty 
among other Difeourfe, one o f the Company 

fa id  a man might be tOO Godly, and quoted that 
Text for it, Eccl. 7. l 5 . Be not Righteous 
■ overmuch- Pray give me the true Interpre­

tation of thefe Words, and how we ought to un- 
derfiand ’’esn.

Anf. This is an old ObjeEHon o f the Atheijhj 
which has been often enough anfwerd, tho’ 
they wou’d fain pafs for fuch Monfirous Wits, 
that we need not wonder they have fuch bad 
Memories. It’s generally thought tliat thefe 
Words are only an ObjeHion of the lU-man, 
or rather an Irony o f the Preachers, putting 
thofe Words into his Mouth, and then the 
Cafe is clear without any further trouble; and 
the Atiieirt ŵ ou’d be hard put to it to prove 
the contrary. However, fuppo/ing Solomon 
IiCTe fpeaks in earnefi, the Words wou’d be 
flill far enough from encouraging Sin, or dif- 
couraging flerokk^  or the heightbs of 
f^irtuc, A ll  things fays the Preacher, v . 15.
“■ I liave feen in die days o f my Vanity —  a 
“  jufi man that perijheth in his Righteoufnefs and 

a Wicked man that prolongeth hiS L ife  in his 
“  Wkkednefs —  then v. 16. Be not Righteous 
“  overmuch neither make thy felf over wife,
“  w'hy fhould’ft thou deflroy thy fe lf}  It’s pof- 
fible the Preacher here advifcs his Toung 
Man, to the fame Inflance o f Prudence that 
a Greater and Wifer than he, did his D ifd-  
pies, “  Not to caft Pearls before Swine, left 
“  they lliou’d trample ’em under Foot, and turn 
‘ ‘  again and rent them. Not to make them­
felves Ridiculous and Obnoxious by an open 
fruitlefs Oppojttion to current o f InjuHke or 
Wkkednefs, left they Ihou’d be overborn by it, 
and only raHiIy lofe their L h e t, when God 
did not require it at their Hands, not unlike 
thofe which Church-Hiftory tells us of, w’ho 
wou’d run to the Tormentors and own diem- 
felves ChrilHans on piirpofe to be made A/ r̂-

till they were at laft by a particular Ca­
non diverted o f that Nonour, But whether 
this be the Sente here or no, we* are fure the 
Sence o f what immediately follows is clear 
enough, v. 17. which is exaftly oppofed to 
tliac before. “  Be not overmuch wicked,( Greek 
— ^ v e r y W k h d )  neither be thou/oo/i/?».̂ * why , 
fliou’dft thou die before ihy time Debauchery
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and V ice  then, it feems, as well as now, being 
the means by which extravagant Tonnĝ  M m  
oftentin:ies Jkom nd  their Days. Nay it’s re­
markable that there’s a particular reference., 
or N. B. in the verfe that follows,
— ■ It is good that thou take hold o f this, 
( that thou well and lerioufly migh  and obferve 
this maxime foremention d  —- Be not overmuch 
Wtcked, &CC.) “ Yea alfo from this withdraw 
“  not thy hand ( be always converfanc and 
“  employ’d about it, or have it always before 
“  thee,) For he that fearech God lliall come 
“  forth o f them all— either fram Wick$dmfs,ot 

,Adverfity before mention’d —  the former 
here.̂  the latter, either kre, or hereafter.
Queft. 3- ’ Tls generally faid that the Mother 

o f our Saviour was a Virgin to her Death •—  
Vray let me know what Text or other Arguments 
there are to ground that belief fmce the con̂  
trary feems to be afferted in Holy Scripture, viz. 
that Jhe had feveral Children. For *tis faid, 
St. Mat.I. 24, 25. “  Then Jofeph her Husband 
“  took unto him Mary his Wife, and knew her 
“  not until Jhe brought forth /jcr Jfirfl'faojn Son, 

Sc-Mat-13 55, 56. Js not his Mother Ma.' 
“  ry, and his Brethren James and Jofes and Si- 
“  mon and Judas, and his Sifters are they not all 
“  with us ?

A n f. W e have no Ambhion C O  have Here^ 
fie thrown in our Teeth, or fome angry Anti­
quary fall upon us with the terrible Name o f 
Amidicomarianitts, with which they former­
ly maufd fuch 3S dcny’d the perpetual Virginity. 
^ tc o n ^ z k V n iv e r fa l Tradition, in fo indiffe­
rent a Point, weighs very much with us in this 
matter, and this carries it clearly, that ihe 
d yd  a Virgin —  Tho’ had not that fa poficivc- 
ly attested it, the places in Scripture vvou’d 
have fway’d very much for the contrary Opi- 
nion, whereas now we are forc’d to Strain for 
an agreeable Interpretation. The Arguments 
from Scripture for her perpetual Virginity are  
nothing but fiourifi — ’ nor have we ever met 
with any o f greater force than that of E zek ie ls  
GatCi thro’ which the Lord God was only co 
enter. Tliofe against it are thus ufuaily an- 
fwer d. The “  V m il, in the firft o f St- M at, 
is commonly taken in the Scripture for an in­
terminable time, or fuch as has only an inter­
nal, not an external Period. “  Thou (halt not 
“  efcape until thou haft paid the uttermoft

Farthing •—  thou (halt never efcape. So 
P fa lm ji .  16, ForJ'ake me not, <EUtil I 
havejliew’d thy strength to this Generation,See. 
that IS, to be fare, nefacr forfake me, and in a 
Cafe near a-kin to this, in the 2 Sam. 6. laft. 
M ichal the Daughter o f Saul had no Child 
until the Day o f her Deaths, FirSt-borni^covci- 
monly taken e.velufively o f any others pafs'r, 
not inclufively of any ocher to come- And 
Brethren is a word often ufed for Kinsfolks 
among the Jews —  and in chefe Words conftfts 
moft o f the difficulty of this Queftion.

Queft. 4. Preaching whol­
ly vain, i f  the Dcdlrine o f tStfolute Eledlion 
and Reprobation were true ?

A nf. W e have more than once already cat- 
profs'donr Judgment in this matter, and own’d 
that we are for the middle way, wherein we 
think Justice is done both to the Grace o f God, 
and Reafon of Man\ accordingly here if by ab-

folute EleSlion and Reptobation, the Querid 
fuppofes in both Cafes, fuch a T o fith e J  Vn. 
conditional, irreftftible Decree o f the Almighty 
that let one M an  do whatever W, or negled 
w h a t e v e r h tffia W y tth o fa v d , another 
do vvhatever good he can, or abstain from 
whatever///, damn’d-, thisv^ethink
wou’d not only make Preaching Vain, but O- 
bedience too, for neither is the^ Nature of 
M an fo generous, that he’s likely"to do w  
if no good came of it, nor con’d he indeedpof 
fibly perform any Moral Adtion, and there­
fore any that’s either good or bad, if  under any 
fuch an irreftftible Necefftty o f doing it — The 
Necejfity which IS uiGodtow ardsOood, beiî  
not External, but proceeding from his o m  
Nature, which it’s true may confift with Spog. 
taneity, but fo cannot any External CoatHvt 
Ncceffity, which is here fuppos’d.

Queft. 5. For what purpofe were the StaR 
Created, the Light they give, at beSt being very 
fmall W  inconfiderable, and that often mtr- 
cepted by Clouds, & c .  A n d  whether they «. 
fluence Humane Bodies, and confequently bit- 
mane Affairs, and how far, and for what purpoft 
ferves that vdft Space in the Heavens that feem 
to be between every Star ? .

A n f, W e’ll begin with the Queftion in tlie 
middle—  whether the 5 t^rj influence Huitim 
Bodies, and conlequently Humane Affakt  ̂
and how fa r ?  That the Stars have fome real 
influence on humane Bodies, we are fure from 
experience, becaufe they have all Light iij 
fome of ’em heat. And ’tis probable at leafi 
from Scripture, which tells us of the fweetk 
fiuences o f the Pleiades, tho’ w-e confeis 'ts 
but guefs'c what that is which we render fay 
this Greek W o rd : But that they have ai? 
occult in flu en cefuch as Aftrologers ftney, a 
the Bodies and v̂ ery Minds o f Men, much Irf 
any fuch as forces ’em to good or bad AdliaR 
we cann’t believe,having never feen any iblii 
Reafon for’t, and what is produc’d from exftf 
rience being here of little value, becaufe oilit 
Instances may be brought, which diametriak 
comradiEt it. —  But o f the Vanity o f this, m  
that foolifh Science which is built upon it, 
have largely difeours’d in former Papers.

However they were created, as well 2 
thofe Heavens where they are, to declaK 
the Glory of God, and (hew forth his Infinite 
Power, in making fo many vaSl beautiful 
dies. To fupply the abfence o f  the bun zd 
Moon by their united Beams, at leaft, betiet 
than no Light at ail. To dired the Travt^ff 
both by Sea and Land,the little Pole-ftar being 
o f a\vt\oki Infinite ufe in things o f thatiV̂ r̂ ''̂ ' 
For the PerfeSlion and Beauty o f the Credv̂  ̂
the Stars adorning the Expanfe as Flowers do * 
Meddow, and perhaps for Worlds or Recepuelfl 
for other unknownCrf j of a diftinB Specify
from M a n  5 or for ocher ufes, either to ^  
found out while our world is in its prefet*̂  
State, or at leaft when in a Better. For thj 
vaft Space in the Heavens, it do’s not fo miidi 
as feem to be between every Star, for 
as thofe o f the Galaxy, and the Nebulous Crn- 
ftellations feem to the naked Eye, C O  be clol̂  
together. But where there appear larger/K 

’tis for the motion o f the Planets ComeC>ces.
(^c. or to let us fee others between them.
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