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The Athenian Mercury,
Qieft. I ,  AToMffg Man o f my ac-'

X qumntance v>ho re/ohes to yat 
on a Q efgy mans Habit, and commit ail mart’  
ner <f Extravagances therein, at Picking up 
Women, Drinking^ Qaarrcliingi On 
parpofe to render the C krgy OdiouS- //i? has 
made me acquainted m th it, and I  have reprefen-  ̂
ttd the Immorality o f fuch an j 4SHon, and nfed 
tJdmy tndeavomtto divert him from u , jh o  rtith^ 
out fbccels, he being ftidrefotvd tty goon 
The C on kqn en ctS  'vhereof are f& ill, that I  de­
fire your advice vehat further M ethod I  may takg 
«  p re v e n tiv e

-dnf. It’s very probable, there may be ma­
ny fuch as this Gentlemans Acqt}SiW» 
tance, and a Charitable Ttrfon no'^. knows 
what to believe o f any Extravagance- which 
he (ees committed under that venerable H a ­
bit. The Pradtice is indeed fo very Ifsckgd^ 
that it needs no Exaggeration -^  The way we 
think Effedfually to prevent it, is tofend'-us 
hi% N a m , that he may be immediately made 
as Pamuj as he deferves- 

Queft. 2. Whether to Exerciff. the Fire of 
M  within, and the Flame c f  to v e  without 
he *()f piofi plealJng w- God and Man ?

.dnf. Yes undoubtedly, i f  we knew where 
i© f i n d ' e m b u t  there ought to bp
a little E iferetio n  mixt with both. ■ . S

Qpeft. 5v Whether the tedious Law-Suits p/ 
Europe, or the Summary-Juftice o f  Afia ^  
nort beneficial to Mankind ? 

d n f  W e muft compare the Conveniences 
Im onveniencfs oT  both» to give a right 

'J'tdgmmt, and confider their Dedfiom  both as 
matters of E lh t te  and t i f e .  In fideum and 

D ecifion  with the TwrVand moft: 
Afiaticks, is immediately made, and there 

no fuch ways o f tiring a Man out o f his 
as are too common here: But then tbe. 

"^di or Judge being but one, there is more 
^nger of Bribery, which is fo Common or ra­
cier V n iverfa l amongft ’em, than there is with 
pSj efpecially here in E ng land, 'ŵ êre we have 
m ail Cafes at leaft Tw elve J u d g es, b y  that in- 
fomparable Cuftom o f J u r ie s : So that weigh- 

one againft t’other, even there we may oe 
even with ihem,but in Relation to the 

'̂gheft^Properfy, that of Ti/e'icfelfj we far 
x̂ceed ’em; For the Innocent are as often tar 

off as the gutky  by their Barbarous J u -  
or Cruelty rather, it being amongft 
as all know, an unpardonable Crim e tO 

^  ‘unfortunate, or but to have a powerful E r  
for cither o f which BeafonsihQ y  

i  » ^9 prefented with a B lack-box, and
1̂1- » here a M a n  has fome P la y  for
litrl U ’p L ib erty  to fpeak a

^fore he’s throttled  s but tliere the great 
niuft be as mute when their M a B ers  

W  as thofe
''hg come fo r ’em 3 it having been the

known PoHcy o f that Ceurt for fome Ages, 
that the n fie r  ^r{\ hahgs^-his Predacefor, and 
as many of the great Officers as he can catch, 
and tlien tbofe that are left alive, take their 
turns to hang him in requital.

Queft. 4. Whether it be for the Advantage 
af England,, that the Jews be permitted to live 
mcLTrade her^.^

Thac^;:true o f tbej*ew/, which has 
been laid of the JefuitifuQ t much better Chri- 
Brians^ that t h e y e v e r y  where, and yet are 
every where h ^ e d  —  W e may add of both, 
that th^  are Wifeva their Generations, and 
g#oW Rim  almoft where-everyou throw ’em, 
notwifhft^ckng ( to carry on the Parallel)  
they are booh a feir w-*ri ûpon any Revolution  
almoft ail the World over. They both are 

i f ‘one does not love the Turk 
better thaniheJEwperor, and the other ib ^  A l ­
gerine better than the Engliptman And they 
have.been both guilty of \Tcry bafe PralHces, 
i f  ' we maydwtieve either 'o\xe chronicles or 
E ^ s ,  iho(’ they might have//fflW, noewithftan- 
din|i our fevere Laws in Terrotem, more qui­
etly amongft us than in any Chriftian or Pro- 
teflarit Couuwby in the World. The Jews 
'tis true, as well as the ocher, ftill retain a deep 
and buter Malignity againft us, as well as all 
other^C%«^^/, which they’ll not flick to e x -  
prefs wheri they may do it with Safety, in the 
rooft virulent terms imaginable, of which we 
have particular Inftances within our own 
Knowledge 5 but their Party is not ̂ o n g  enough 
to d 6  U S  any Publick M ifchief, unlefs they 
cou’d get altogether., and then ’tis thought 
there are yet enough o f ’em to Conquer all the 
World, were their 5j?;mjanfwerable to their 
Numbers, tiio’ now they are generally life  
and dejeBed: Some where or other, however, 
it’s fk they ftiou'd be among Chrifiians, in 
hope^of their Return and Converfion, and its 
but ju fi that Shem fhou’d now dwell in the 
Tents of Japhet, as he did formerly in thofe 
o f Shem —  A t leaft till thofe common Impu­
tations o f melting dowU and tranfporting our 
Coin, and of giving the Algerines Intelligence of 
our Merchants ( tho’ that laft is now ceas'd ) 
be more fully prov’d upon ’em, for which we 
eou’d never yet fee much more zhaaguefs and 
fuppofition,

Queft. 5' ^ amfomewhat Pajfionate, and find 
it in fome Cafes, a very hard thing to forgive an 
thence, jo  that when I fay the Lords Prayer, and 
come to that Pajfage, And forgive us ourTref- 
pafles as we forgive them that Trefpafs againft 
us, / am at a ft and, being fure that i f  Cod fo r­
gives me after the fame manner that / then /w- 
gyve my Enemy, /  hould come fisort o f that Par­
don IJland in need o f ; therefore (  when in that 
Condition ) injlead of faying as the Prayer does 
direB, / fay thus, O Lord forgivc me my 
Trefpafles as I ought to forgive my Ei>emies
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Ayuntamiento de Madrid



thttrS:3r>d I humbly befeech ches to enable me 
(b to do-Vray Centlemen^am I fafe in this tranfpo- 
fing.or rather adding to the Prayety oryere it bet- 
terfor'nte to pafsthat P-̂ Jfage ater tiHIam better 
compofed, A  She’ Bigfpit oftheX:hHrch of '̂Et\%]^ndl 
and my fe lf  piU  be obliged toyonfor your Anfwer.

Arif. Your Refolves to forgive (iffincereJ 
williecure you if you make no Alteration, 
but you can’t be ftncere, if you don't make 
ufe all opportunities- to. put your Refplutv-: 
onsjmo. IMlice V perliapstlic waar-of Cha-- 
rity is ciie greatcft want tliac a Maitcan poATk  
bly.lie under, finceit certainly wtcludes out 
of Heaven, where there’s nothing, elfe but 
Love and Praife. I remember one Infbace 
in Eranu which is as true as furpri îag .* Two 
Brothers had a very great Dilterfificft The, 
injur’d . fell Sick, .and upon his. Dcatb-bed, 
fends for his Brother, and told Hitiry Broth«tJ 
you know you have injur’d me,, and yet pro­
ceed iri your hatred, i find I am a-dying Man, 
and therefore Tm willing to leave.the World 
in Charity, and be recondi'd'<fh:y!:>u, altil0̂  
Tisyour Duty.to fue tomeynidyouw’Ou’d dQ 
it,, if you had any natural 'gOodhcft in yodr 
Hqxp ,(fays the other). does, jidurprfiitd Heajtt 
come downnotp}' Wel̂ -thcn ( (alys;.tbe Other )
lU  never {orgivt yotts neither in\i,i^ti-Lifey -nor.
that to come? So he turn’d himfelf fromwards, 
him. in a grdavrage and.dy’d.'iftm ^acelyl 
The furvivir^i .'Brother teiam e ycxtream^ 
troubled in his ContieiKfej .and continu’d fb̂  
till the other was buried j when fitting at C>iri- 
ner the next day amongft his Briehds, his Bft» 
fher appear’d in his Winding Sheet, took him 
from the Table amongft all theCompany into 
the midft of the Floor where they fank down 
together, and were never more heard of, aiid 
at this day, there’s a great Plate of Brafi, up­
on which is engraved the Particulars of this 
dreadful Account.

Gentlemen among Others, I the favour 
o f your fpeedyanfwer to the following. Que- 
ftion i you may if  you pleafe infert the whole 
Narrative, which I fliall here let down, the 
latter party concerned, promifing to be fatis- 
fied with your Decifion; 1 ihall look upon 
it as a great Obligation.

Queft. 6- About jeven Tears agOy it fleafed 
Godto deprive m to f my Dear Parents by Deathy 
and being left to the Guardianjlnp of a near Rela- 
tiony till Major j he took me home as his own Son, 
and I mujl fayy put no diference betwixt us 5 but 
what was rather for my AdvantagCy and in all 
things improved what belonged to mCy and was 
very careful o f my,,Education 5 in a Jhort timeafr 
ter his taking me homey his Eldejb DaughteVy who 
was then about nine Tears o f AgCy contraEied an 
intire Familiarity with mCy and always feesKed 
better pleafed. with my Company'y than with the 
r e f  o f the houft.s infotauth that her Father and 
Adother ufed to call me her Husbandy and foShe  
her ff./fy and by degrees the wlsole Family began 
inftnjibly to ufe that Denominafion to bothy thus 
ivedivedfor near two XearSy till the time approach  ̂
ed when we were to Travel abroad { I  mean my 
Guardians Sons and I )  for onr better accomplijh- 
ra,fity now the Toung Ladf became very PcnfivCy 
wh<f was formerly o f a snojl facetious Temper y in- 

fomuch that every Body wondred and feared her 
inclining TO a Confumption-y and fo r  my past I 
was as much etneerned for her as any Bodpy jhe

being of fuch a fweet Tempery for fhe m ztr rifuf^  
any thingl wouldintreat her to do: Even when no o- 
ther Argumtnts\^<ould prevail . / was furptiz^d  ̂
when I  narrowly-witching her <nt day (foritpas 
uf;^l for her JO  ffp^ ate her f e l f  from she refi and 
walk the Garden ) / Jaw theChild both Sigh and 
WeepyAnd having furpriz.edher.p:e bluPiedyandhad 
almt'Ĵ  faint ed‘y I  intreated her to acquaint me tfj^  
ny had difobliged heributjhe made Anfwer noneyHeî  
ther for a long time could Iget more out of kerytiU
about a For.^night before our departure:!again met
her in the f^tme.'Placey.and affir many Armntnts 
andCare£e's'prevaiPd with berjotell me:neit Day 
Aut goodCofljohdt afurpriz^al.viqfMlo rnttokear 
her fay it w a fj tkytt caufed'ikat uditeratianin htTy. 
being-afpoid / jkould never rexurnll.askfd if-it was 
not rather for her Brother  ̂Pui f/tid fhe was .concent- 
ed for him, butJie was not the caufe 5 fa ac.-htfi-.pM. 
told me downright, t f  J would nea. Eromife’tp<il^rxp 
hqr at my\ret.urn\ and tiever engage my fe lfid a n j 
9(her while (he. livqdi !  jh u .d  hear of her Death tt 
a pjort tim e' So being really afraid for hpr-̂ a*i4ie- 

U-onjy t'0-^nchildi{hfond?t€fsywhi(h 4hfence 
■ would ciiypyprmffeih, which’(hp tiqade me/voap̂ in «. 

fylemn manner as l  could-'\mit)^i and ̂ perwanlr 
ftemkd muck to alter her humdUr-yOne day before wt 
wci^y atD im Pr her-.Father a sh d  me wĥ tt i(d:gs. 
hV^mld- fend myllfifCy Lpromifed herat^thini 
(hp, would defire-^but they wondred when-: f ie  deju- 
red' ne othsPi'than, that i  ,fjould betfiieto, .lxr- 

defia4,}&-Ringy -which Tthen wore 4s * 
Pledge, Icouldnoty andbe,fi,des'iiwas.afraidy\Jt^ 
ipg I  kAew. the-ftcret o f  her Heart, but how 
ndmiridwherr-fhe begged aiRing, her Mother ih(» 
worCyand gavdiX like wife to m^.takjng alkprtftti 
as.lVitmffes'y bus they only 'laughfd at 
kpbwingjfut ft was in Jsftyfeeingve-freqkehtlftp 
fed ity^e would'hever let her Mother takp the RH  
again, 1 have'tt'fiilly fothed^yofparting^romtrsp, 
file was drieomerpithTearsfpttt told them it was jet 
her Brother and Husbhnd\they eafilf beltevfd btr, 
for.indeed (he was of o: mo J  kind and paffionate Sod, 
and !  ajfure you I  could fcarce forbear, being 
Chftdijh asPiCybik at laft -w.e parted: Whichuis note 

jive years agoA ready believingjhd would quite forget 
me, feeing (he w.dl fo Toungt and I  not hearing frost 
her,but only byher Father in. all the time,} under 
Jjtdndfince it was upon.̂ a PunSHlio feeing I wrote njf 
j^ftybut Gentlemen, the worft is,4 dear Friends Si­
fter o f mineyOtfd I am fofar engag’d that I  cqnnotgo 
bachwithout jhe releafes me.The other in the Cons*- 
trey has wrote ttfjneyandfays, jhe will never giwsf 
her right yondifndeed her Fat her has Jeconded it wttb 
ĥ s defiresyanfas / tender his Child s Life\now yesf̂  
Direbliott£.jfhat / jhad doin cafpthat neither vH 
releafe me o f  my Protntfe, for I fear the laft 
hardly perf orm her Word in obeying yostr DirebHon> 

An\. Indeed we tnuft I'peak on the younger Ladies ̂  
half,whole uripaiaircird Love&  Conflancy may 
Age anFxarhplcjail that can be objefted is that whit yô  
did,you luppos’d in Jen’.becaulelhcttasyoung; butth** 
alters not theCafeat all on her ride,tinceichad chelaj^ 
cfTciis, as if  you-hsul been fincerc, befidesrefervingpl’**' 
Ruig and making fuch folemn Vows, are ObhgacionS 
w-hich we don’t yet fee how you can with your Honour 
and a goodConfeiewe get tree offjas for younfecord ob»' 
gations,tiiey are certanly cancell’d j f  the firll Ob’ige 
( which in ourOpiiiion they do)for iiich a thing can neve 
be Valid to two at onceftis like a deed o f Gift ar 1 * " ’1^ 
firft only flands, ar-d if  there be ten thoufand more tW  
figTiifie nothing, -We iLiou’d be glad to hear o f your pr^
ccedings in this Cafe, and you Ihallhavcourfurihcra
vice if  delir’d; Indeed wcare concern’d for the laft L^* 
and wiih it were in our Power to remove her MisW 
tunes,for i f  the firft won't Confent, we can’t he.p hen
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