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The Athenian Mercury,

Queft. I-

is there fora
V V Chrifiian that profejfes the
pMthy and has lived in the negleSi of Baptifm™
both Infant and Eider-, fince ohitged by Law to
rtttive the Sacrament 5 whether he maj'not re-
ctive the Sacrament without being baptiz.ed,

Jnf. No, Baptifmis aFoHndacion. Other
Foundation can no Man lay? and therefore the
Eunuch, and thefirft Profelytcs demonrtrated
theirbelief,being initiated by Bapcifnijand
made members of the Vifible Church 5 and
fothis Perfon muft be, before he can receive
the Sacrament.

Neft. 2. 1knowa Toung Lady, who has had
feveral very confiderable offers in reference to
Marriage, but weighing with great confideration
the diverfry of Cares and Troubles, that a mar-
ried State is incumbredwith’, and confideringthe
Freedom and Eafe, and Quiet of aJingle Life ,
fr has made a firm Refolution againll altering
kr Condition, and thereuponfre defires your Opi-
nm and Advice, howbya Prudent and Difcrcet
Behaviour, fhe may avoid thofe unjuSfand fevere
Reproaches, that ufually attend thofe who nevetr
Marry : An old unmarriedWoman being common-
Iythe Jefl- and /corn of all Companyfhe comes into,
fr isonewhom Love could never have any Power or
Sway over, fo that it is from no difappointmem of
thatfort, thatfhe has tah”™n up this Refolution.

IJha/ilook upon it as a particular Favour, Gen-
tknen, if you will pkafe to give me a fpeedy An™
frer, which will oblige me to be very much an
humble Servant to )Our Society.

Anf Why truly Madam ( for we fuppofe
you to be the Lady, yon ipeak fo fenfibly of
it) we think your Refolution, if made upon
adue and impartial Confideration of your
owmn Temper and Inclinations, to be very
brave and exemplarv, and it wou'd be very
well for thoufands of a contrary Judgment 5
coud they fo think and fo Acl; but People
are ufually covetous of Marriage Minutes, and
ate afraid tltey fhan't have time enouglt to be
unliappy in: There’s only one thing Madam,
that you feem to have a wrong Notion of,
Wemean the Contempt and Swrn that the
World ufually has for Old Maids. 10 this
We Anfwer, aprudent Carriage towards fuch
flerfons, as you mult necefiarily converfe
with, and the avoiding, as much ascan be all
occafions that may bring Reputation into
Queftion, will certainly fecure you an efteem
ftotnthe and Good of all Parties, and ’cis
tot a iarthing matter what the yiciojts and
FooU fay of you, their Calumnies are real En-
t“miums reverft.

In fhort, fecure your Duty to God, your
1 Acquaintance, md your Self and then notliing

injure you. Virgins have a particular
Prerogative in another Life, Rev, 14. and if
Paul may be Judge, have no- little advan-

tages in this.

Queft. 3. I haze had a kindnef for a Toung
Gentlewoman a conjiderable time, and have made
my Addreffes to her, and have got her Confent,
and lik™wife her Parents, and /have made a fo-
lemn Voro never to have any other Woman but her
Self, neither is there any Homan that | can fan-
cy but her (though 1 have had feveral offers of a
far greater Fortune ) now | have difeovered it to
my Friends, and they are mightily against it, in-
fonmeh that my Father declares, thatif | have
her, he will do nothingfor menow 1am a Toung
Man juFt fet up in the World, and my Depen-
dance muft be very much on him, who (if | de-
Jiltfrom this Woman ) will do wellfor me, but if
I Marry her will do nothing, andif 1 have her
notfuch is my affeEiion, that 1 jha/l never be at
reft: | defireyour Opinion in this Cafe, as foon
asyoucan, andyou will very much oblige me,

Anf. You ought not to Marry without
your Parents Confenr, ’tis the worit of Felo-
nies, tho’ weareaifbfitish'ed, it is as wicked
a thing in Parents to force their Children to
Marry where they can't Love j many unhap-
py Inftances we meet with in tliis lafl Cafe,
and the Word of God forbids the M ; If
you can't perfwade your Paients, you ought
to rcleafeone another™ andif you can't break
oiFyour Efteem, tarry a while to fee what
time will bring forthi circumftances in the
World, Death of Friends, or fomecimes of
one of the Parties, will put an end to all
fuch Difputes.

Queft. 4- A Lady is troubled about her Re-
fponfes in the Church, becuuje, Homen are com.
manded to k"ep filence in the Church, | Cor.
14. 54,

Anf The Apoftle there, only fpeaks of
Preaching in the Church, as Quaker W o-
men do ; and not againft their Joining with
the Congregation in Refponfes, G c.

Queft. 5 What think, you, of Phil-2. lo.
That at the Name of jefus every Knee fhou'd
bow, &c.

Anf. When we fay, in the Name of Cod,
&c. We mean no more than in orthri) his
Power, Might, &c Thuswe believe thispaf-
fage means no more than this, God hath ex-
alted him above all things, and to his Power
and Dominion every one ihou'd be fubje”S ;
for the bowing of the Knee is a fign of Obe-
dience and Submillion. This Expoftrion is
very fafe, and feems to allude to that Paftage
ofour Saviour, a little before his Alcenfion.
All Power is given to me, both in Heaven and
Earth, We Can't believe the Apoftle chief-
ly intended the articulate found, or Name of
Jefus, nor the bare bowing of the Knee; be-
caufe die difterent ways of Worfhip, Saluta-
tions. <~c. in all Nations can't be confin'd to
this Rule, fome Lye proftrate, feme Kneel,
fome Bow, fome Sir, to pay and receive
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Honour and Refpe”™®, nor is it Impoflible this
fliou’d be fulfill’d till the day of Judgment.
Since there are thou&nds now that never hear
of the Name, and of thqufands that do, ina-
ny never pay any WoHhip or Honour to him,
but the Day will come when the moft obdu-
rate Atheift and Reprobate (ball fubmic and
tremble before him * The refpe”t that the
Church pays to the Name is very exprelTive
of their Obedience to him ; and no one can
err in it, if they don c believe it an indifpeu-
fible Duty.

Queft 6. h is my Misfortune (ifl may fo
call it) to fix my AgeSHons on a Verfon, whofs
Circumftances cannot admit of an Addrefsj being
a Wife, which has made me often endeavour to
ftifie the Paffion, but allisin vain : And were it
1 for an Vncertain, or rather ima”™nary ex\>e-
Siancy, 1fhouldfall into Defpair, which | amj'a-
tisfied will produce fatal Confequences.

Queft. 7* Jfthe Lady may within the Rules
of Madefy, and with a due refpeSt to her own
V'irtue and Honour, makg me a Conditional Pro-
mife, in Cafe Jhe fhould furvive her Husband,
without Breach or holationofthe row Jhe made
him in Marriage.

Queft. 8. If fuch a Requef in me be any
Breach ofthe Tenth Commandmentt it being on-
ly executory after the Death of her Husband

Anj. The Relation is a very great Folly
and Wickednefs. A Folly to wait for any
thing, which morally fpeaking, is two to
one Odds; whether it happens or not,
fince our Lover isnot certain, but he, or
his Miftrefs may one or both Die before the
Husband 5 befides 'tis a manifeft Breach of
the tenth Commandment, and may be of
very ill Coniequence, for if flie conde-
fcends to fuch a Conditional Promiie, it
necelfarily follows ( if She’s in Earneft, and
iIf inleft 'tis a Poor Remedy ) that it will
alienate her Affedions from her lawful
Husband, and then there’s a Gate open to
many horrid Fradices that don't now ihew
themfelves; fuch aPerfon fo continuing muft
certainly be in a ftate of Damnation 5 there-
fore our Advice is, that he repent himfelf of
fuch a wicked Folly, and evidence the fince-
rity of his Repentance, by avoidingall fuch
opportunitiesofConverfc, orotherwife, that
may renew fo vile a Flame-

Queft. 9. ~ Oentleman, by a thoufand Oaths
and Protefiations to a Lady, of his Unhappinefs
and Mifery, if ge permitted not his Pagton, and
Vowing if {he granted it, to be Eternally true to,
and none but hers : She out of gratitude and
goodnefs, at lag granted it, and return’d him a
refembling one. But this perfidious Man was no
foonerfare of his Coriquef ; but he (lights, what
before he adored and dy d for, andnow the Lady
by too great an ASi of Generogty, has removed
his Misfortune, andjixt it on her Self, being of
too congant a temper to be prevail’'d onbyfuch an
Example,

Qwry, Whether hecan Marry another, and
i f there be any way to reclaim him, how it may be
ejjeUed ?
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Anf. No he cannot Lawfully do it, bat
that Lady, | doubt, will be no fatisfadion to
you, for he that can be baie enough to betray
fo much goodnefs, we may without injuftke
affirm, will never ccnfult his Duty, or Con-
fcience, ifhe hasany- As for convincing him
of his Error, we look upon it as impoffible &
"twas for him to be conftanc 5 for it muft ei-
ther proceed from a Levity or fome real dif
like. Therefore you are now bravely to Re-
fblve and Conquer your Self by Reafon,
which ifyou Confuk, you’ll undoubiedly find
'more Happinefs in, ~than any thing ei(e can af-
ford you- Butifit'sonly a Tryal, and the
Gentleman better than he appears to be, "twill
be no Injugke to your Self, nor Him, to makf
your |™agionfubmit to your Reafon.

Queft. lo. Vol. 4. Numb. 15. Tuefday,
Nov. 17 1691. Queg. 2. My Friend having,
&C. Whereas you doubt of the matter of FasS,
and degre more particulars, 1 thugljt gt to ac-
guaint you with this, which J am very well per-
fwaded of. In Decemb- 16p0o. A parttculst
Friend of mine, a Prebend of Durham, cant
from thence, andtold me, that about two or thret
days, more or left, before he camefrom Dwrhim,
one Mr. Wilfon a great acquaintance of his,wa-
tering his Horje at the River, by the Rapidity cf
the Stream, wascarried down a congdtrable way,
eight or nine Miles, and drowned. His Horje
fwimming out, and coming home ail wet, cauftd
diligent fearch to be wade all about the River
( near the City ) and aconfiderable Reward tok
ogeredto him that g}Ould bring tydings of his Bo-
dy, About ten days after, afooHg Fellow crif
ftng the River, eight or nine Miles difiant fm
Durham, faro afaint Light waft about the Ki'
ver. At the frg, faith he, I turned awayntj
Face as beingfrighted, but at tag J took, mt
Courage, and marked a little Bug) by the Wattt
gde, jo this Man came to Durham. And gu
he had gen the Soul of that great Man that wu
Dead, and related every particular. Vpon this
Mr, W-ilfons Coachman, went and fearchd
( with feveral others) and at the lag faw tk
Lappet ofhis Coat, lye out of the Water, jug h
the Bug. The Coachmans Name is John
man, who afterward ferved the Lord Bigjop 4
Durham, and may yet for ought | k»ow. ~
Lords Houfe is in “uthampton-ftrecf.

Anf. W e are fatisfied in the Account, ani
believe it to be very Natural, polTibly
might be an Exhalation from the Bodyl
which by that time being growm fermemilcj’
ble and beginning to corrupt, might emt
fome unduous Steams, like thofe things
call Jack u Lanthorns, &c. Or poflibly it
might be that very Meteor it felf, which ac
cidently coming that way, might by for®
fmall contrary blaftsofWind be drove back-
ward and forward about that place; and'tvY
a very natural thought for a Fool or a Cliijd
(who knew the Relation of the drownO
Gentleman ) to fuppofe chat Exhalation w
be his Soul - and being furpriz’d at it, itwes
impoffible the place ffiou'd not be particular’
ly taken Notice of.
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