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VOL. VL.

The Athenian Mercury.

Gentlemen,
Queih 1. living in the Roy-
X J al Exchange, and my Employ
chiefly relating to the Female SeXy and perhaps as
much taken notice oft and as much efteemd as
any in this place-, in fo much that I have many
yifnants purely to view my Verfony xoith the pre-
tence of buying fome trifle : viz.PatcheSy”~c. And
am not only become the wonder of the [oft Sex in
general, but more particularly by two i adies, each
in Degree beyond mine: One of which is fo
plain in aUher Anions, that every of them pleads
a pajjionate Love, which / have pajfed by for
fome Tears, without taking more than a common
notice. Therefore my Requelf is,being a Batche-
lo™> whither / (hould compaffionately conftder her,
and marry : Or my Trade, which by that means
would be much abated, believing by my fair and
impartial Behaviour, mofi have deentd tbemfelves
the abfolute Miflrefs of tny Affetlions, which after
this vifeable difappointment willin revenge not on-
ly themfelves defift, but will endeaveur with Ar-
gument, and Interefi, dijfwade, and wean, as
manyfrom it aspoffible.

Anf Sweet Sir, The Character you have
given of your Self, denotes your great Hu-
mility and low Efleem you have of your felf,
But Poor Ladies! what will become of them
that can't all enjoy their Adonis f Poor Vifi-
tars | that are tortur'd w'ith the fears of en-
joying no more than a light of your charming
Hiz.:To be lincere with you Sir; We much
doubt but 'hat al! this is a May-game upon
you, and you are blinded with your ow'n fan-
cy. *Tisno lirtle Argument, nextafter your
Charadier, to ask, Whether youjhoudeompaft
tmatelyconfder a Lady that lovesyou in, isbeyond
your deferts ? Really Sir, it would have been
amore natural Query to have ask't. Whether
JOH fhoud compaffionately confider your Self, and
Marry to mend your Fortunes ? Sir, W e never
advife impolTibilities, but if you pleafe to
make a tryal of your Intereft, and if it lies in
your Power to marry happily, we think you
ought to adl lincercly in the affair, and pre-

tend no more than you defign.

Queff. 2. Whether a Man ought to refrain
fhe Company, and allow'd Frundflsip of anothers
~ife ( giving no offence to his own Wife, nor her
blusband) Bteaufe the miBakes of fome People
*afefevere Refiehlions upon their Converfation.

Queft. 3. Whether a Man hating by miBalip
1 ~atrted his own Daughter, coming afterward
toknowit, isoblig'd to acquaint her with it if he
believe the Knowledge would occafion her Dtath.
~nd how, otherwife he ought to demean himfelf in
~hat unhappy Condition, having Children by her’,
tjpon whom the reproach of being fuch an Jffue may
bring great AffliBion.

Anf. |. Yes, you ought to refrain 5 thofe
mat will live unblamable, muft avoid all ap-

pearance of Evil, as well asEvil it felf, forif
lich Converfation is not immediately criminal
to your felves, (asit*s very hard to efcape it)

yet lince ifs the unavoidable occafion of others

finning by Randal,Cenfure,e”f. you ought to

forbears Chrifilansought not to give offences
to one another.

Anff z. Tis avery hard Cafe, we believe
iclhou'd be difeoverd, ifit be areal Cafey
cake the Advice of our Bifliopsj we dare not
meddle in it.

Queft. 4. There is a certain Village in Bed-
fordlhire, in which there is but one confiderable
Man, a Farmer, when there is a Brief read, the
Church-warden carries it to him, he gives, and
thinks that the MiniBergives nothing afterwards,
therefore refufes to give before the MiniBer, nor
will the MiniBer give before him, fo nothing hath
been givenfor a great while.

Query. Which of thefe ought to givefirB.

Anf. We are not to diredt, but certainly
it's reafonable, tliac he w;hofc Office it is to
preach up Charity, lhou'd alfo ftiew the firff
Example.

Queft- It has been my Fortune tofall in Love
with a Lady, into whofe Company by chance /was
introdiic d . Shefeem'd byall outward appearance
to be as willing for a meeting as well as my Self,
I have been once or twice in her Company, but
p opos'd tiothing™ to her about my kjndnefs for her t
The laB time / went, / was told by one, who had

fome dependance upon her, that if my defign Was
fo. J muB thinks of leaving off my coming. Tou

may very well guefs how great my concern was,
when | heard my Doom, and how dejeBed | wine
away, and have been everface. Not long after
hapning to be at a certain place where Jhe was,
methoughtsjhe gave mefome very kind looky, and

fome amorousglancesfrom whence Iprefently ga-

ther'd that what | was told, did either not come

from my Aiiftrifs her Self, orif it did, that her

Mind is now alter d, andflie willing to receive my
Courtfhip. Now ldeflre to know your Sentiments
of the matter, and whether or nol ought not to
proceed. 1ftand uponthorns every moment till |
receive an Anfwer from youto my Q Ny, and

you cant oblige me more than by returning a quick.,

one. Tour Servant, Pfiylogeaes.

Anf. Poor Philogenes, what a Coward are
you in Love, there’'s but avery few' Con-
guefts in this Nature, that meet not with le-
vcral repulfes before the Caftle is ftorm’'d
Courage Man, and try your Fortunej For-
tune helps the bold! and if you're a true Lover
you can’'t Defpairata little hardftiip, tho’ pro-
bably you may with an Enemy that has a
deal of Goodnefs, and knows how to treat

you well.
Queft. 6 1 L(yvea Toung Ladyfo much,that

tho' Jfrequent the Park, and Play-houfe, | can-

not meet there one whom / can think, handfome,
her



her charms having abfolutely my Hearty |
cannot begin to Love another™ fyr “tis nccejfary
that a Woman he ( at leafl thought ) beahtifulL
to create Love at tho pie mufi have other
good ~ialitiesy as Wit, and good Humour”™ to
maintain her, being always loved. Aiy Friends
wont let me Marry her, what ftall 1 do to divert
my felf, and make the timefeem Jhorter, till J may
Marty her, / would go to the Campaign, but my
Relations deny me that too. If you wiU Gentle-
men InjiruH me, by a fpeedy Anfwer, you .wilt
much oblige a Melancholy Lover,

Anf, Poor Man, will nonew Face work a
care? Well, get but the Ladies efieem, and
I’'ll warrant you 11 foon find it to her coft, for
you fparks generally fpend all your Love in
the Chafe, and if Nature has endowed you
with a boon Mien and pretty Face, fo that you
chance to fmice the Innocent Maid, (lie's no
fooner taken, but her Captivity fets you at
Liberty! Butif you vereallyfo much thought,
as to be willing to follow the Wife Advice
ofyour Friends ( for they know the World
better than you) and will-endeavour todifen-
~ge your felffrom focruel a Tyrant, Travel,
iIfthat ispermitted by your Relations,and ob-
ferve all the Curiofities you meet with j but
If your Affairs won’t permit that, Study at
firft Hillory, which is diverting, and then as
your Genius and Poft dircifts you, by all
means avoid ldlenefs, and the fight of the
Lady,or any thing that may put you in Mind
ofher5 get fome agreeable ingenious acquain-
tance chat have conquer'd Cupid, and know
how Qvalue their Freedom, follow this Me-
thod, and a little time will infallibly recover
you.

Queft. 7. A Friendof mine being a Quaker
isprofecuted in the Court of Chancery, upon a
malicious Suit, thinking he will not give in his
Anfwer upon Oath 5 and is iikp to be Ruined
thereby, pray your Opinion, if it be Lawful for
him to take the Oath, it being fo exprefiy forbid
in Matth 5- 35. and James 5.12. Jam yours,

Anf. The meaning of Sc. James, is the
fame with that in ~itmatthew', which is plain-
ly refolv’d by the following Verfe, But let
your Communion, be Yea, yea. Nay, nay. The
Particle, IBut is a Conjunftion, and makes
this have a natural Dependance on the pre-
ceding Verfe, fo chat they muft both go to-
gether, and tlien the fence is, Swear not in
your common Difeourfe, or Communication ~ but
this forbids not to (wear in Righteoufnels
and Judgment, and in the Cafe of deciding
any matter of great Moment. St- Paul fays,
Alen verily [wear or dofwear by the greater, &c.
He fpeaks of a Cuftora then in ufe, and fays,
not, Men have fworn, &c. If fwearing had
been a Moral evil, God Almighty wou’d ne-
ver have Sworn by Himfelf, as the Scripture
mentions.

Gentlemen, |, tliough lately, obferving the
Nice and Curious Refolutions of fundry Que-
flions. have bought, and do intend to conti-
nue in buying allyour Volumes, which at firft
| muft confeE, | read for my Pleafure at idle
hours, till at laft guided by the fame fiar that
luckily makes a Convert ofa wild Debau-
chee, when Poor Wretch, he is fmitten by
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the Powerful Rays of a She Same, and he ivhd
Anrftwenc to Church only to adore or rather
Oagle hisdear Angel,now by confiantcominff,
makes it habitual,till at laft his Eyes are open
and he then comes for the fake of his own
Soul, though at firft little thought of that fo
great ( though then in his Judgment fo little )
advantage, thus I at firft read your Books for
diverfion, not for profit, till by conftanc rea-
ding, | found that no fmall advancement in
feveral matters-of which | then knew nothing
and for which I now thank you. The intent
therefore of rhis my Letter, is, befides, my
thanks fo acquaint you, tliat in reading fdnie
of tlie (.lueftions and ADfwers. divers Que-
ries will fiartin rtly Fancy, which 1hope, iff
lend, you will be fo kind as to Anfwer, in
doing which, you will moft infinitely oblige
me.

Qneft. p. Vo, Numb. The Rcafon being
ask”™d.wby, when a Ship was under Sail a Bullet
heldfive Nails over the top of the main Mafi,
being dropped will lightjufi fo many Nails from
the Bottom, as it washeld over, it was anfwerd
fatisfatlor). Now I defire to know, if it would
do thefame, ifthe Ship food fill at the time of
the delivery ofthe Bullet, and didfailfame fpace
before the Bullet came to the Bottom.

Quefl. 10. Fot. 3. Numb. 8. whafs the
Reajonof Fly-blows, & * In the Sumwtr time
I put an Oxes Heart, that hath been lockyd up in
a Box, and when it came out was all over Fly-
blows, as it is termed. | defire to knowhow the
Flies could do it, and whether that the Corrupti-
on within the Meat did not breed them.

Queft. J0. Is it fafe for any Young Man to
play at the RoyalOal™Lottery upon any account™
and fs not that as well as all other Games the De-
vils hefi BenefaSlor, if made ufe of to excefs™
Pray do not think 1 have lofi all my Mony at the
Royal Oak.”» and nowfend this out o f Revenge, nor
that J cry Whorefirft, but out ofpure kjndnefsto
them that ktjow it not.
~ » fi . To the firft Quefeion, A Ship is
but one Body and moves all together, or refts
all together, and if fb, there’s no Motion
either Retropilive, or Progreflive within
the ~hip.  The Cafe is notin the leafe alterd
by the Suppofition in the Queftion.

~ f 2. Fly-blows, as we take it are a fort
of J”gs, which a Fly lays as naturally as a
Bird does, or elfe they are produc’d by the
Fermentation ofcorruptible Bodies, and hatch
by the Native heat, rliat firft produc'd them,
wthis laft fort, may be the Inftancein the
-Queftion, but wefliall fiiortlybe fuller on
this Subject, and fonie others, that w have
already feleded for Microfcopical ExperP

ments this Summer 3 in which w'ehope to
fatisfie the Ingenious.

Anf, 5, Gaining for Mony, or any Gain,
can very hardly be Innocent, indeed there
may be fuch tempers that can fometimes be
proof againfc Paffion, Covetoufnefs and
877 uncommonA
Wife Man can find a nobler Recreation when
his Mind wants it. But the Negative of the

Quefeion, can have but very few rational
Oppofers.

Dimton, 157°2.





