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The Athenian Mercury.
Queft. I* A  W om an near  NeWgaCe, mas 

X \ ,  d e liv ered  about three W eek s  
ago m ith a  fine Childy th e  C h i ld  mas o ften  h ea rd  

to Cry eight W eeks before. P ra y  th e m eaning o f  
it.

^ n f. The pofTibilicy of fuch a thing is un- 
queftionable, and there is no doubt, but ic 
has often happen’d, as W einrkhius^  Dr. N e e d ­
ham, B arthol. and many others give Relations 
of this Nature; Some fifceendays, fometwo 
Months, and fome longer before the Birch; 
but no uncommon event was ever obferv’d 
to happen upon ic 5 Perfons that have been 
furprized with it have expei5ted Monfters, or 
fomething diflini5t from natural Births, but 
at the delivery they’ve found their Miftake 
in attributing that to an extraordinary Caufe 
which was really no more than the effedt of a 
natural One. And it being a general obfer- 
vation, that we may hear fome C'hildren 
Cough, crying cannot be fo incredible, fince 
the found is much Shriller, and the Ear foon* 
cr fenfible o f it. The Air is the Medium o f 
conveyance, and all Bodies have Air in ’em, 
as Mr. Poyle  has learnedly difeours’d in his 
Porofity o f  Bodies.

Quefc. 2. ^ 'h eth e r  i t  is  not th e  D u ty  o f  th e  

Englith th a t in h a b it in  America, to  endeavour  
to Convert a n d  B aptiz.e th e ir  N eg ro-Jla ves, a n d  

hksmife th e  Poor  Indians, th eir  N eig h b o x rs  a- 
mongji whom they  dwell.

C ^ e f t . 5 ,  f i 'h a t  is th e  genuine m eaning o f  th e  
k(h .verje o f  th e 2 0 th  o f  th e  Proverbs, The 
bluenefe of a Wound cleanfeth away evil, 
fodo Stripes the inward parts of the Belly.

^ n f  I. Many Treatifes have been wrote to 
prove ic their Duty.

^ n f. 2. This has been a place Objeded to 
render Solomon  a trifling Author. This re­
lates not to a Ample Wound made by Incifi- 
on, but a Contuled or Poyfonous Wound 
(common in other Countreys; )  this Livid- 
nefs or Bluenefs made by Blow or Venom, 
}vhen it begins to feparate, then the Wound 

dhcharged from all ill Symptoms, being
brt’Ught to Cleanfe or D igeft.----------- So
Corredlion by Stripes from Magifcraces or 
parents is the proper Remedy to cleanfe out 
|orr,e particular inward Vice - A  Rod for the 
^ck of a Fool will not only foften the hide, 

foften the Heart of an otherwife incorri- 
&ble Sinner, and it is yet theCufcom among 
**trks, B tc. to give blows upon Soles of Feet 
and Belly. For Punifliments to particular of­
fences.
. Queft. 4. W h y  ca n  a  fev en th  Son by Touch- 

or Stroa k^ gy cure th e E v i l  before M e d t-  
^jnes ? w hether is  th e  C u re thus perform ed a  

or an 'U n la w fu l G i f t  f  W h eth er N a t u r a l  
^**P^f»atHrai, D ia b o lica l, or D iv in e  ?

This is already Anfwered, as well

as five hundred more, that we are continually 
dunn’d for.

Queft. 5. W h eth er  m ay a M a n  preferve his  
L i f e  to  extrea m  o ld  A g e ,  w ithout dim inijhing o f  
h is  Sen/es, or Interruption  o f  H e a lth  e ith er  by 
P a in s  or Sickne/s  ?

A n f  It’s lawful no doubr. Ifh e mean whe­
ther it’s poflible, or whether it may by Me­
dicines be effeded, we Anfwer,’ that it’s rea- 
fonable in the Theory, but difficult in the 
Practick parr, to obtain fuch an immortalizing 
Quinteflence, or Elixir to preferve or reno­
vate all forts o f Perfons. ^ m e propofe the 
S ta tteks to eat by weight, and drink by mea- 
furc, and to have ones Chair fopoifed chat 
it fhail put him in Mind, when he has the pre- 
ferib’d Commons. Others propofe Calcula­
ting the Nativity, that a Man by that, and 
his Almanack n'ay to a Minute fee, wlien 
it's belt to cake Phyfick or the Air ; Or re­
move his Lodging, and whatcoEac. Others 
preferibe Flefl], others Roots 5 and advifc 
reading Chry/lppus o f C o le w o n s, M a rch io n  o f 
Radifhesy or confult the Herbal 5 fome pro­
pofe Milk extraded from the Rays o f the 
Moon, and a Golden Elixir from the Rays o f 
the Sun, or Lilph Broath made o f the influ­
ence of the Stars: But h ie  L a b o r , hoc opus e ft ,
to procure thefe Medicines 5 however---- -
That there are fuch Medicines that contribute 
to the prolonging of Life, without Gout or 
Stone, that a Man may go off with a G en tle  
D e c a y ,  is out ofConcroverfie true.

The ocher Queftion fent with this is alrea­
dy Anfwcr’d.

Queft. 6 . I  c k f r t  to  be Refolk/ed in  th is  
r y , i f  a  M a n  g iv es b is  W ife  the  P — , w hether  
Jhe may not L a w fu lly  fo r  ever refra in  h is  B e d t  
O r  he pa rted  fr o m  hitn I

A n f  Y es certainly the Dadors Comm ons, 
will Ijelpyouacriiac lift.

C ^ e lc .  7 * T^ofe are only to  d ep re you to  g iv e  
as fpeedy an d n fw er  to  th is  foUowing Q_^eftion as  

you ca n , w hich  is  ̂ W h e th e r  F ifh es  ca n  hear or 
h a v e  E a r s , or n o ?

A n f  No indeed, they neither have Ears, 
nor do they hear 5 the iaft has been try’d, 
which anfwers the firft.

Queft. 8. A  Perfon th a t  has been in  L o v e  
th is  p v e  T ears, a n d  never d ifeovered  h is  M i n d  to  
th e  G entlew om an, b eta u fe  he fe a r s  a  d en y a l:  

S h e ‘s  fom ething th e  e ld e ft, th e ir  fo r tu n e s  m uch a- 
i i k e } but he c a n t  law fully  M a r r y  in  le ft th a n  a 
T e a r , a n d  fe a r s  h is  Lovers fo  v io len t he can*t liv e  

f o  lone w ithout her \ he being b a fh fu ld ep res  your  
d ir e tiio n , how to d ifeo v er h is  Paffion.

A n f .  Lovers are ungovernable Creatures, 
and r il warrant ye, l>e’ll think it very hard 
if  we fay he can’t in Honour tell the Lady he 
Loves her, till he may do it in earnefc. For 

’ twill be a vefy Impolitick thing to be
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too hafly and mine the Lady and himfelf too, 
tho* that will be the ready way for her to de­
ny his Addreffes, if he makes'em toofoonj 
but let him be fatisfied with her Acquain­
tance, and endeavour to deferve a particular 
lhare in her efteem without mentioning his 
Love, till ’twill be no injury to her to receive 
it. And we fuppofe a Perfon, that has fence 
enough to be in Love, and fo Conftant, has 
made a Choice fomething agreeable to him- 
felf, confequently he need not fo much fear 
a refufal.

Queft. 9. Septex»iter the fifth lafi, A  Perfon 
o f my Acquaintance fent you fome queries about 
the MlementSy the colour o f the N exus or 
bond o f the parts o f  Lead^ Menfuration e f  a 
Spherical globe  ̂ &C. H e defires your Anfwer 
again-

Queft. 10. Cogito ergo fum, is a Propofitim 
you resnember doubtlefs veryteeU. When I  look 
upon a PiSiure, the Image o f that (  by means of 
my Eye )  is conveyed to my perceptive facultyy 
and having made an JmpreJJion there, (l») I  per­
ceive that fuch an Impreffwn is fometphere made in 
me, (2 .)  Jobferve, that I  perceive this, /
remarkjhat iobfervethat I perceive this, ( 4 )  I  
confider, that I remark) that I obferve, that I  
perceive this. Query, Hotv are thefe Anions, 
and Reasons, Perceptions and Reflexions perfor­
med- What is it that Verceheth, what ffter  
Perception doth relate the fiory o f  that Percepti­
on, and to what or whom doth it relate it, and how 

farther proceed all thefe reduplicated AX s and Re­
flexions o f  the Mind. 1 am puzjded with thefe 
things, and having obfeure Notions, perhaps may 
not exprefs my thoughts adequately, but J hope 
you will fhape your anfwer to my meaning.

A n f .i .  W e neVe faw thefe Queftions,bac if 
the (jentlenoan pleafe to fend ’em again, they 
fhall be anfwer’d forthwith, the N exus or 
Continuation o f Bodies has indeed been 
thought a very great Myftery in PhiJofo^y, 
as may be feen by a late Ingenious Author, 
Dr. Lock, o f Humane Vnderjianding ; But we 
hope we have remov’d the Difficulty, and 
fhall foon give fuch an Account thereof, as 
mayn’t be unwelcome to our modern Pirtu- 
oft.

A n f. ». Malbraneh in his Metaphylkks, be- 
fides leveral others, has been pretty large up­
on this Subjea, ashasalfo M r . t o  prove 
the Exiftenceof God, tho’ perhaps they all 
borrow’d it from Defcartes, but to the Qpe- 
ftion, a Chain o f  Perceptions, fuchas men­
tion’d in the Query, are eafily refoJy’d, when 
we confider tl>e Method that the Mind makes 
ufe o f in Number, for Inftance, fuppofe I 
w'ou’d add four Numbprs. A, B, C , D, to­
gether, for fo far your Chain o f Perceptions 
runs .■ By the fame Method, that I add A  and 
B together, I add C  to them, and afterwards 
D , fo that there’s no more difficulty in this, 
I  confider, that I remark, that I  obferve, that I

perceive this, than in this, I perceive, that / 
think. The difference betwixt fimple and 
compound Ideas, is very learnedly and judi- 
doufly treated on by the aforementioned Au­
thor, Dr- Lock.

Queft. II. I  am mightily addiXed to the Stu­
dy of Anatomy, I  have dijfeXed many Dogs and 
other Animals alive, notout o f any defign o f cru­
e lty , but, Iproteft, purely out o f ' a defign to be 
perfeX in that excellent Study: I  never open'd 
any Creature in my L ife, without jome extraordi­
nary Elevations o f mind toward it s  Creator, for 
1 believe it impojfble for an Anatomifi to be an 
Atheifi. J defire to knmp, whether it is a Sin to 
put thofe Creatures to fuch Tortures, as they mufi 
needs fuffer in live DtJfeXions, only out o f a defign 
( as I  have before [aid  ) to further my om 
Knowledge in particular, and the good o f Man­
kind in general, my Study being Phyficks

I  (haO be Impatient till I hear your Anfwer to 
this <^eXion, which however Inconfiderable it 
may feem to you, has made fo deep an Imprejpon 
on my Thoughts, that I  am grown very Melan­
choly about it. L et me therefore earneflty en­
treat you to let it have its Anfwer on the nine­
teenth day of this M onth, and in fo  doing yonl 
much oblige, your Admirer, &c.

Anf. Defcartes wou’d have Beafts to be no­
thing elfe, h u t Machines mCeufible o f either 
Pain or Pleafure, and wrote a particular 
Treatife to this effedsbut by his leave, we are 
fo far from believing Animals to be mecr 
Machines, that we dare undertake to prove 
that Trees, Herbs, ^ c .  are in their princi­
pal parts fenfibic o f moft exquifitc Pain, by 
Bruifing, Cutting, ^ c .  but more o f this v  ̂
ry fbortly, in the mean rime to the Querifls 
bufinefs; tho’ we are thus perfwaded, wc 
can’t but believe the Pradice doubted on in 
the Qgeftion to be very Lawful and Ufefol, 
o f which, ( when we fpeak o f the reft )  wc 
juft now promis’d, wc Ihall alfo treat more 
largely.

Queft. 12. Whether there was, is, and 
be difference in the Worfinp e f  Saints and An- 
gels in Heaven in refpeX to Chrifi, before bis 
Incarnation, in his Mediatorial Kingdom, and 
after the finijhing o f it.

A n f  W e can’t be Pofitivc in fuch a nice 
Queftion, in which there can be no pro0‘ 
made, till we have undergone thefe Chafl- 
ges. The Negative appears more reafoi *̂ 
ble to us. Since the matter of Praife is di(* 
ferent, the Angels had not the fame Difpenfatf 
ons, as Men have, tho’ we are not certain 
that Cbrift died nor for the Angels, and 
that fuch as repented were retained in their 
firft Station, contrary to the common re­
ceiv’d Opinion, Colof i .  ip. To reconcile al 
things to himfelf, whether they be things in Earth 
or things in Heaven. But this we leave to the 
Learned to decide, we fhou’d be glad to heat 
from this Querift about the Wire.

L O N D O N ,  P rin te d  f o r l o r n  SDunton. 1692.
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