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The Athenian Mercury.
Qucft *• A Dyin^ worth JCOo\.W il^  

j l V led. That i f  the Child his IVife 
went with, proved a Boy, he (hould have j  o f the 
[aid 70001* and his Wife | 5 i f  it proved a Girl, 
jhe Jhofdd have but ' , and his Wife -] ; but, it 
happened, his Wife was Delivered o f both a Boy 
and a Girl at one Birth,

I  dejire to know how the fa id  7000 1. (Imld be 
difpofed of according to the Delator s Will.

Anfw. To be exad, Let the Boy lofe f o f 
what he was to have o f the 7000 /. as often 
as the Mother and Daughter lofe ]  a piece o f 
what they were to have, and then the Cal- 
calation will be exadt, and agreeable to the 
true Intent o f the W ill, ŵ e can’t ha’while to 
work it out our felves.

Quell. 2, True Religion is grown fo inconfifl- 
m  with thefe Prefent Times, that a Pious Soul is 
now altogether incapable o f finding a real Friend 
inmatter of Faith and Conference 5 and  ̂upon that 
account, I defire that SatisfaSHon from you 
( which J cannot find elfewhere ) Vi2- Whether 
after our Dijfolution , there be any Locus Me- 
(Kus, or ,  in Plain Terms, a Purgatory 5 for, 
it feems, a very MyPierioHs Point, which we 
Read in the Firft Epiftle General o f St. Peter, 
the Third Chapter, and the iB th  F erfe, &c. 
tthicb runs thus 5 For Chrift hath once Suffer- 
^  for fins, the Juft for the Unjuft, ( that 

might bring us to G od )  being put to 
U^th in the Flcifh, but quickened by the 
Spirit. By which alfo he went and Preach- 
^  unto the Spirits in Prifon 5 which fome- 
iHnes were difobedient, when once the long 

ûfiering of God waited in the days o f No- 
*b, fire. Now, we mufi either conclude, our 
^viottr ŝ Works ( to wit )  his Preaching to the 

p̂itits in Prifon, ineJfeSlual; or elje, we muji 
f^pfe thofe Spirits, then in Prifon , capable of 
fttarnittg from that place by the means o f his 

t̂reaching, which argues plainly a Purgatory; 
 ̂have onety this to defire o f  you •, F ir^  That 

l[ receive this as from a Toung Profejfor in 
pivinity 5 and, Secondly, A  very fpeedy An- 
ftotr : which, i f  you II be fo kind as to grant, 
yttt* II much oblige yours, &c.

Anfw. Indeed this Place has given a great 
^̂ al of trouble to Interpreters j but, be it 
^natitwill, it can never mean Purgatory: 
^ce we have fo plain Scriptures againft any 

viz. I. For by one offering he hath 
^ f^ ^ d  for ever them that are SanSlifed, 
^nich con’d not bci if  there was a Middie- 
^Ute alfo, to Perfect, or Purge ’em fo , as to 
J^ke ’em fit for Heaven ; our Saviour hath 
1*9  ̂ it futficiently for all fuch as believe on 

Bieffed are the Dead that die in the Lord,
1 *3ith St. John ) for they reft from their La~ 

T h e r e ’s no Purgatory to Torment ’em 
*iter Death. But, to the T ext, moft /»- 
^^Pnters agree ( and in d eed  it  can b e a r n o

other fence , That, By that Spirit by which he 
was quickened he Preached in the days of N oah; 
or by, or through Noah unto the Spirits in Pri­

fon: that is, the Old World 5 w ho, being 
Corrupt and Wicked before God, their Bo­
dies w’ere as Prifbns to their Souls 5 or, as 
fbme think, the Whole Man was Imprifon’d, 
in the flavery of Sin and Corruption; Which 
was the Reafon , that God faid, M y Spirit 
{hall not always ftrive with M an : and, a little 
after, h  repented htm that he had made M an on 
the Earth, &c. The Pnfoners ( let it be Spi­
rit, Body, or Both) cannot, at all, be thought 
to be in Purgatory; fince, it is confin’d onely 
to Thofe in times part that were difobedient 
in the days o f N oah: Unlefs you will alfo 
make this Inference, That the Spirits in 
Purgatory were onely fuch as liv’d before 
the Flood.

Qu- Meeting the other day withyostr Mer­
cury, which Treats o f Owndle-well, / was in 
hopes you had been jo  kind as to have Anfwered 
my former Requeft. But, finding there onely a 
bare Relation o f  its Drumming, I  am forced to 
give you this fecond trouble , to remind you , 
That my Intreaty was not to be informed of the 
H iliory o f that Noife kwhich, perhaps, J under- 
fo o d  before as well, even as he, from whom you 
had your Relation) but o f the Philofophy and 
Prefignif cation o f  it. Let me therefore prevail 
with you to Anfwer thefe following Particu- 
lars,

1. Whence fo (Irange a Sound can proceed, 
the Water yet remaining ( as I  kriow it ufes to 
be ) almofl psrfelHy fmooth ?

2. How it jhould come to be fo  regular , as to 
refemble a M arch I

3. What can be the Caufe o f its fo  uncertain 
returns ?

4. Whether they Prejignifie any future events! 
A n d  what thofe may be conceived to be}

A nd becaufe your Relator hath omitted one 
quality of this W ell, which is, that it is reckon­
ed much the b ef Water thereabouts for making 
Milkzpottage, and is therefore fent fo r  through 
the feveral parts of the Town for that ufe, I  am 
at a lofs to know,

5. Pf^at there is peculiar to this Water, that 
makps it fo fingularly proper fo r  this pur- 
pofe ?

In the fame Mercury you feem alfo not a  
little pleafed, that you hatve found the number 
666- in Ludovicus 5 here, i f  it be not too much 
trouble to you, I would willingly be inform*d.

1. Whether you think_ this a New Difeo- 
very f

2. Whether that Number don*t more proper- 
h  fignifie Lewis the Firfl,^ who was called 
barely Ludovicus, then Lewis the Fourteenth, 
whofe Name makps the Number 680.

3. Whether
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3- fVhether thi4 any way appear to be a truer 
Interpretation of that Number than others have 
made from that Infcription at RoiHC, Paulo V- 
Vice-Deo \ or than others long before, from  
the word AiT«tpo<? And laSHy  ̂ as a Key o f the 
whole , be fo kit’ d as to let me know , Why thefe 
Figures mujl fignifie a Latin Name,ratber than a 
Syriack-i or Arabkk^ or Greeks, or Hebrew I A nd  
i f  they relate to one tn France , why not rather 
to his French than to his Latin Name.

Anfw. Qu.i. As for the Drumming we look 
upon the Caufe to be Natural (thoughwe don't 
deny it in fome fenfe to be Supernatural) the 
Caufe very probably may- be Vapours, pro­
ceeding out o f the Earth into the Sides of 
the W e ll; and it may eafily be try’d in the 
Night by a Candle Let-down (on every fide) 
within the W e ll: As yet we can give noo- 
ther Account.

2. I f  the fore-mentioned Vapours be the 
Caufe, the Eruptions may be fo Situated, 
as to be regular as well as irregular.

3- If the firft Suppofidon be true, it muft 
be the C R IS E S  o f the Fermentations o f the 
Earth, which feed Vapours, and, according 
as the Matter comes to fuch a Quantity , 
which may be longer or (horter in gather­
ing, accordingly it hath the above-mentioned 
effed.

4. W e can’t tell you that, but this we 
are afiur’d , that feveral Accidents happen 
immediately after fuch Events , which 
would have done fo, if  thofe things never 
had been , becaufe they proceed from ano­
ther Caufe.

5- Water is always better o rw orfe, ac­
cording as it imbibes the Nature o f Places 
through which it pafTes 5 ’twou’d be too long 
to Treat diftindly of ’em here.

Anfw. I. V V e beg your Pardon, Sir, if 
we tell you your Judgement is a little too 
precipitate in gueiling at our pleafure. VVe 
nave about 80 Names by us, that the Learm 
ed have made ufe o f in this Matter j and we, 
meeting not with this before, ’tis new to us y 
and we fuppofe to you too.

Anfw. 2. As you pleafe for that 5 i f  you’l 
but look over that Paper again, you’ll find 
we left it to every body to make what ufe 
they pleas’d , without determining any 
thing our felves, which might have pre­
vented your trouble.

A n fw . 3. There’s no Man cou’d ever yet 
determine that j and we have no particular 
Revelation in this Point.

Queft. 4. A  Perfon o f good Birth and .^ a ~  
lity , having been for a Lotig time Indifpofed \ up̂  
on my Strili enquiry  ̂1 find his DiBemper to pro­
ceed from a troubled and dfcontented Spirit. 
Which is occa/foned, by his keeping Company 
with a Gentlewoman  ̂ and owning her among/} 
his Relations and Acquaintance for bis Wife 
(_ though as yet unmarried.) This Gentleman 
tells he is really ContraUed to h er, and 
thinkly i’’  Confcience, he ought to Marry her ,

yet, he fears, *twill prove his Ruine, ( Jhe 
no Fortune ) for he has already exhaufted grei 
part o f his Eftate. He has a Grand-m^her 
and feveral other Relations that have their Im­
mediate Subftftance, and their future dependanee 
from him. Novo, Gentlemen, J crave your Ad­
vice, to jhew him, in this M atter, whether he 
may, with Safety, abandon this L ady, and 
M atch with another', whereby he may repair kit 
E ftate, and fo  provide for his Relations that 
depend upon him : He is mightily difturbed, hss 
aslfd my Advice j I have taken a Weeks time tt 
Conjfder 5 and therefore do earneftly defire, limt 
you will Refolve me in that time. H e is refolvtd 
to follow my DireHions, which ( to gtve him E&R\ 
muft be, either to M arry, or quite Forfdke,forl 
perceive he intends to live a Penitent and Religi­
ous L ife for the future.

Anfw. Indeed, Sir, it s a little firange, that 
you fhouldtake a Weeks time toConfider, 
w’hether you fhou d Advife your Friend to be 
Guilty or not Guilty o f So Great a VVick- 
ednefs, as an Habitual Adultery, as long as 
he lives, which lie muft certainly if he 
Marries any other. It is too late, now, to 
Confider the Ladies Fortunes 5 that ftiou’d 
have been done before 5 ’tis better to Re­
trench hisExpences, and Live a little Mea­
ner in the World than he ccu’d wifli; 
rather lofe his Pomp, than his Peace, his 
God.

Queft. 5. A  Gentleman and his Miftrifs it' 
ing agreed, in Every Point ( befides ) Relatist 
to their mended Marriage 5 The Onely of 
ftruBion is , That Jhe fears fome futttre Vif- 
contents may arife ,  by reafon ^  her Sifters Co­
habitation with her. Now the faid  Gentltmts 
is fo  fa r  from any id refentment thereof, tbst 
he is very well pleafed at the Opportunity f  
[hewing his Refpelt and Generofity to his ( intenl 
e d )  Wife^ in the Perfon of her Relation.

Query , Whether in reafon the [aid intendU 
Marriage ought to be retarded for fo N ice a Sertr 
pie S

Anfw. No truly, i f  you want our Opini­
on onely, that (han’t hinder your Joys any 
longer 3 we think it no reafon to retard your 
Marriage: but that you Ihou’d both beat 
your Part in the Chorus- Let the Sun 
in State, for to Morrow s the Day,

Qu. / do de fire you to give your Opinion of ti* 
laft Chapter of St.J o h n , and the laft E'er ft 5 whef* 
'tis f a i d , That if  all the things which 
did were W ritten, the World it felf couM 
not contain the Books that iliould be Writ­
ten ; Now 1 defire to kpow , in what Senfe 
takp i t , whether in a Common fenfe or not f

Anfiv. It’s an Hyperbole, a way of Spealt' 
ing common to every Language: W’e 
here in England, A n  Innumerable Company 9 
Men : A n  Infinite Number ( f  Cattle ,
Both which are impoflible j for a little 
Row o f F I G U R E S  will Exprds mor« 
than all the Sands, or Drops of Water i*'
the Sea. So that the Meaning is onely» ^  
Great Many.
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L O N D O N ,  P rin ted  for3 oJ)n  2Dunton, 1 6 9 2 .
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