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The Athenian Mercury.

He FoUomng Alphabet was fent to us 5 and, upon Examination,
we find it 1ofifihle to make near an Hundred Alphabetsoutofit
which its Impoffible any one in the WorldJhould ever decipher.
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in Vifcourfe and Hifiory™» mtt ruh,
fome tbwgs, whereof | and Others were not very
wed fattsped, rrewidinglyfub/nit rhem to your de-
terminatioriy whom we prejume, in regard to)OHr
great Loveofand Diligence WyMatters of Learn-
ing, will for Ours and the PMckJdood declare the
Truth of each QuejHon propos'd, which favour
not of that Mechanical NonfencCy or amorous
Fiddle-Faddle, which may he naufeous to, or of-
fend, either you or your Readers, hut mterly
matter Hiforical, or Geographical, hutthat /
may not feem too long, HI pr-pofe my Series.

Qaeft. |- Whether or no, there he any proha-
hility in this, viz that ’Ainojictw, or Antive-
ftaum of Prolomy, a Promontory of England,
were fo call'd hecaufe, over againfi the JfUnd
Ufchant, or as it ism Berry’j Map of France,
OuelTant, whereas | find fis hy Fliny, and
thofe of that Age, caltd Sen3, and whether or
no, if there he any prohahi'ity of it, Mr. E. 1.
of C”eens Coliedgc, Oxford, do not deferve to
have his Name written in Letters of Brafs upon
a Pillar, which the Inhabitants fhould ereli in
Honour ofone. who has beenfo diligent infearch
of their Antiquity, and in finding out what the
Learned Cambden, or the Reft never did.

Queft- 2. Whether or no Prince Meredith of
Wales, did not find out the fourth Quarter
Geographical, ofthe Earth, long before Qo\\ilXi-
bus, or Americas were horn.

AnfifXo US there appears a great probabi-
lity of the Truth of the dil'covery, and’twoud
be a great happinefs to bids the Age with it,
and the Ingenious, whofe Study lies that way,
can’'t but own their Gratitude.

Anfi.W e find not one that gives any cre-
dible account of this, or any other Meredith,
as the Author of fuch a difcovery, but yet
We can't deny the poflibility of it- Since we
find Mr. Harvey, fo much celebrated for
finding out the circulation of the Blood, when
wc are very well afliired , it was found out
long before him , and we alfo know from
whom he borrowed the Knowledge of it in
his Travels.

Qpeft- 3. 1 doread moft of Mercuries,
hut have not the opportunity to be often in Town
tofee your Appendices at the Bookfellers,nor[pare
money to purchafe your Volumes ¢ Tet your fre-
guent Promifes to Anfwer all Qj”eftions whatfoe-
ver, hasput me tofome pence charge, to have your
Opinion, Whether it he lawful to make ufe ofLots
for Diverfion, as Cards and Dice in Gaming ,
which you have never as yet been pleafed to take
any notice of5 pray prevent my troubling of you,
or myfelf any farther, by the leaft touch of your
Fen, and you will very much oblige, & C.

Anfw. Yes certainly, provided it runs you
into neither PaflTion nor Covetoufnels, and be
made ufe of at iuch times as your Mind has
need of Divertifements: Though there*s cer-
tainly much nobler Recreations, 3 Hiftory,
Adatbematickj, &C*

1 Queft. 4. Whether the Fates of

and Particulars Perfons, may he read in the
Heavens , in the AfpeHs and Influences of the
Planets ? What can he offer'd in favour of the
I know nrt '~haPs, the Parts of Fortunes,
Dragon’-Head, and Dragon’/-Tail------- —
The Direliton hy Accidents in the GenethHacal
part of Aftrology ? And fuppoftng the pretences
of common Aftrologers he true, whether a Chrh
ftian may lawfully and prudently tnakp ufe of fuck
Arts to prediEi Futurities.

Anfw. Thefe Queftions, or moft part of
em , we have handled ex profcffb, and very
largely, in fome of our Firft Volumes, to
which we refer the Reader Onely here
conlidering thofe two laft Doubts 5 concern-
ing the lawfulnefs and prudence of ufing fuch
Arts 3 fuppofing there’s really any thing
in them- For their lawfulneft, fome of the
very Heathens were againft it, and thofe
not the beft Moralifts neither : Horaces
“ Tu ne quafieris (cite, nefas ! 6cc- IS fU*
ficiencly faino'is—— But, befides, it feens
an invading God'’s propriety, to whom all ft*
cm,much morethings belong; he orely
knowing and determining what pc’Y>»/gjfrell
be actually future among the infinite -effedt
which may be fo. But were it lawful, we
can’t think it prudent, for either thi. goodot
evil Ihall certainly come to pafs, or it ft4
But, in either cafe, our knowledge can
have no Influence thereon; Befides, it d-
ftraEis our Minds, diverts 'em from a firm di
pendance on Heaven, or ufing any rationd
means to avoid any evil, and renders Men
weak, fuperfticious and miferablfAnd indeed,
there are too many Inftances to be given
of thofe who have been extreamly addid-
ed to thefe kind of Follies, who, whether by
God's Judgement, or the natural tendency of
the thing, have been the moft unfortunate pef
fons In the World.

Queft. 5 1 have often been troubled on readini
the 4fk ,5th & 6th Vtrfes of the 6th Chapter tofk
Hebrews— For it is impoffible for thofe
were once enlightened, 8cc | Jhoud he highly
obliged to you for the Expoficion 0/ fkV place,
for Pm in fuch Cireumftances , that it feems«
makp my Cafe Defperate- Pray fail not ™
Anfwer of this with all fpeed convenient.

Anfw. It has already been difeuft in a for-
mer Paper, to which we muft refer de
Neriff, once more defiring him, and O
thers, to confult our Indexes, before they
trouble themfelves and us with what has be™™d
fometimes more than ofke reply’d to. As 19
the reft of the Letter, we Promife it afri-
vate Anfwer, if the Gentleman will have p*
tience but a few days longer, and, in the nean
time, hope, he Remembers what he there
jolves.
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