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The Athenian Mercury

QN~ft. I. T N the GenrUmans ~ournd for thispreftnt
I Month of March there's prejixc this Motto,

Muka poecarara Veiiiat Manus, auxilio qucc
iit miai.

Ttsj the meinin™ of it, is itfo your judgment cf thit

Anfrp. The Motto is exprcflive ofthe Modeflyofthe
Author, in owning the AlTiftance of fo many ingenious
Verfons, though his own Genius and Wit bears a very
conliderable part both in the Compofure, Bmeudin-
oS, To the lart part of the Queftion, it wai’i
be agreat imprudence to think cf any thing but an En-
comium for an Undertaking which is carried on by
fo many great Matters of Wit, tiiac the pretenlions of
the Title page come much fhort of the jrerformance,
efpecialiy in the two Branches oi Poetry and Malick.

Queft. 1. A Friend of mine, who is now ( God be
Thanked ) in a floUrifhing Condition, having had very
hardmeatures dealt him by a near Relation, upon which
account a feud lus been maintain’d betwixt them for
fore years patt, and he being deiirous in this holy
lime of Lent to & at peace with all men, would glad-
ly (if itmight be done with Honour) be reconciled,
(wen to him) tho’ he has done him all the Wrong
sd Injury that it is poflible for one Man to- do to a-
nother 5in order to which, he begs jour moft candid
rhoughtson what follows. One Mrs. B — a V/idow,
having a Son that ttie tenderly lov'd, putr hin; Ap-
ptentioc to her Breihtr one Mr. C ----- a Draper t the
hadferv'd his Time out very jsitbfully, being all the
Time notfo much as Taxed with the leaft Immorality®

g)X the Love of all or mod of the Cuftomer§ j
“ismade his Matter look on him with a jealous eye,
ftaring he might cake a Wife, ( being an handfome'
Young Fellow ) and fet up under hisNofes which to
prevent, he refolv’d upon his Ruine, which thus he
brought to pafs.---—-- Pretending to go to the Exchange,

returning immediately, cau”™t him Writing to his
whereupon he inttantly foibadhim doing any

nwre bufMefs behind the Counter, ar.l at the fame time
~rote to his Elder Brother, th*t he was no way fit for
ouusiels, and therefore defir'd him to take him into the
~ufuicy, who, believing his Uncle to be a Man of Ve-
~city, refus’'d (contrary to hif Protnlfe) to give him
Jthec™ was necefl\ry to iet him up : On the other hand
fin refus'd to give him a Cj:4"iHer tjut was re-
7uitire to qualifie him for a "~iu/neyman, ( left proving
AG)ii i'erjint (as he knew he would.) it might re-
wound to his own Diferedic, in his own Family j fo
Wat he was left in fuch a Dilemma, that his Ruine was
J-jevitinle.  The Widow writes to her Brother to know,
jiereauw ofthisknowing her to be neither i
nor a to which he return’d an anfwer no

- *y to her Satisfadlion — this Ingratitude of his ( for
“Chad been a very kind Sitter to him ) brought upon
jitol Meliiicholly, which attended with a Cora-

of other dittempers, Iboa Uroughc her to her

Mow, it he know all this in h;s own Confcience to
exddily true( ( as my Friend defires if he can to
P“oe Che contrary :) Then
fil "now, if ( eeoiihout an hearty contrition
i/ of kis Sijier, and a full jatisfaHm (ij
(fo the injur'd party tbit (urvives)l [ay, if
ANIf net dM, 1 defire to YYon, [Vhether he can be
inr™MA Montwrtntcanr at  the Blejfed Sacrament!*  And
ANaib, before both theft thin/”s are perform'd, 1f'e-

& the i'cripture-iiuUs) it be poffibU for bi/n
N jived, or no r*

M~rch 29. 1692.

Anfm. We fuppoft the end of the Qneritt is to have
the State of the d”™iefim publifht rather than our Opi-
nion of it, .which is the lame with all the ibber partof
Mankind, to wit. That all injufiice mpenitemly perjifiediii
is certainly damnable: And ofthis Nature is this matter
of Fadf without Repentance, and the Truth of Repen-
tance is only Evidenc’'d by making all pollible fatisfadtion
both to God andMan. As to that part of the Letter which
makes mention cf being reconcil’d to the injurious per-
fon. Our Advice is, That fince all Perfons as they are
rational Creatures are ftampc with the Image of God,
therefore we ought not to bear any Enmity even to the
perfons of oiir raott inveterate Enemies, nor ought we
to hate any ill mans Adlions as Adlions, fince Adlions are
Good, being immediately dependant upon God Almigh-
ty, In whom we live, nwe, and have our Being”™; But we
are to be eternally irreconcileable to A™\ions both in our
lelves and others, as they are wicked or linfully Cir-
cumttantiatedj and this we ought to continue tillthefe
ill Adlioiis bs remov’'d, and then there remains no far-
ther Objcdl for our hatred. Be always willing to re-
ceive the Aggveflbr upoh his Repentan'ce,- but you ares
not bound to do it before, in doingthus we imitate G
Almighty.

Queft. 3. In a Ute Mercury you deny any Local Heavett
or Hell: Pray then let me I“new by your next, where are
the Bodies of Chrifi, Enoch, and Elijah, and where the
Sun, Moon and Stans are ?

Anfw. What we propos’d, if you pleafe to look up-
on the concluding part of our Qnettion, was not ad-
vanc'd as a matter ot'Fakh, but asa Philofophical Spe-
culation, and as fuch it will ever ftand firm and unan-
fwerable, fo long as we are in this World. But as
fcr matter of-Faich, we believe with all other Chrifti-
ans, that there is a Heaven and Hell, but where, we
know no more than the mott ignorant Wretch alivew
The myttery lyes here, when our Bodies ttiall be immor-
talizd at the latt day, we know not what Subttance
they will be of, but we are fatisfied the moft refined
matter as it is how will be nothing like’em, Allthac
can bs laid of icis this. There will be new inexprejfible
fomnhings which will have the fame proportion to one
another, as our place and Matter now have. The Bo-
dies of ebri/i, Enoch, and Elias are certainly in Heaven,'
and the Sun, Moon and Stars are certainly' in the Fir-
mament, but what thofe Bodies are, and the Heaven
they are in, as alfo what thole Stars are, and
the Firmament they are in, we know not 5 but let
it be what it will, thefe Inftances don’'t prove fuch a
Locality as ours, unlefs it was alfo prov’d that the ma-
teriality ofthofe Bodie.s and the fpaces they occupy bear
Ibme proponion to,our Materiality and Spaces unto
which the term local or Lonlity can only be properly ap-
plyed to.

Queft. 4. 2= Circtm”ances | am in are fo perpUxin~t
that | was uneafie till I wrote, and Pall be very uneafte till
| receive an Anfwtr. My own CharaHer {as I judge of my
jelf) is this; My Fortune is not fo great to place me in an
eminent Station above others, nor jo mean to mahj me defpied-
ble 3ny Perfonage U neithor extraordinary txak, noryet de-
form’d, but indifferent: being thps, I made a folrtnn Psw
never to marry. Utile thinking that it concern'd any but my
felf, but (by what Fate Ifinow not) aToung Lady of a For-
tune far greater than mine, expreffes ber felj very much iri
love with me, injmuch that | have good Kedjon to bslicve,
p)e will be either DiftraHtd, or dead in a litrie time, if t
do not fulfill her dtjires, which are honourable,Jo violent is
her Piffm : The ~ejUon therejote which rejults from this
is, whether it rtillle better to preferve the tidy from what
threatens her, and break my Oath, or keep uy Oath invioUit,
and let the Lady uhj her Chant &

Anfw;



Anftfi. We believe the Vow beiiig abfolute, tobeOb-
Kgacory upon youj fince ‘cis pofTible, and was once in
your own power. Nor can a probable Misfortune
( which indeed is great enough) compenfa'e for the
Guilt ofa certain Sin. — But befides, there are other
Meafures to be taken with the Lady befides Marriage,
which will certainly abate her Pafion for you, luch as
feldom Vi/lts, and the greareft Sleights and Affronts
imaginabk, provided you injure not her Reputation,
one of our own Krtowledge took tliisCourlc in a like
Cale, which proved effeiffual.

Queft. f. About 2 Tddrs aGtnilmxn and mifeljcon-

traced an invioiible h'riendihip, mutually promifin® ever to
accftuim each othety with all things of moment that jhouli
happen tans, purfuartto which agreement, \ometimefince he
came to me, and (ae we have often communicated to each o-
ther our Secrets) told me that it had been hk Misfortune
to iNilla Toung Gentlsmanyjcr whom he was much troubled,
having never feen him before the unluckj hour in which be
kill'd him, and fo went on with the whole Relation ofthe
Nlarrel and Duet, upon which 1 gave him the beji Advice
1 could for his fecurity, and. with it mojl folemn Affurances
$j my Service'and Secrecy, and fo we parted. About an hour
after came a Sfejfenger to me to let me i"nowthat mj Brother
( whom I have ever dearly loved) lay mortally wounded at a
(mall Tuwn about 10 miies from hence, whither | immediate”
went, and accordingly found him juji expiring, having only
time enough to learnf-om him before he dyed fo much ofthe
unhappy accident by which befell, that 1 am convinced it
fnu/i be my Friend that kill'd him, which confidered, | beg
your favour in aJvifing me -whetlxr | ought to conceal my
Friends misfortune, or expofe my Brothers Murtherer to the
feverity of the Law, which without me is not to be done, I
being the only Ferfon to whom 'tis known, neither does my
Friend know Ofyet, that 'tis my Brother he hath kill'd?

Anfw. Its a very hard Cafe, but you are bound to
difeoyer the Murderer, notwithftanding any pre*ingag'd
Fidelity, for a Contraifl: of Friendfliip does neceflarily
fuppofe the parries firft true to Virtue and Juftice, and
when they are broken, the Friendihip fhou'd be till
they arc righted, which cannot be in this Cafe, but by
fatisfying the Law, which fays, He that fheds mans
Blood, by manJhaU hit Blood be Jhed j but to conceal the
Murder, is to be a party, and bring innoceht Blood
upon”ones felfj though by the by, you are no more
oblig’d to difeover your Friend, becaufe he has kill’d
your Brother, than if he had kill’d your greateft E-
nemv.

Quel”™. 6. There was lately a Tour.g Man who wou'd
htme fold bimfelfto the Devil, to have feme of bis Extrava-
gancies fapply'd, but was difappointed againfi his IVill,
and being now troubled about it, he defires yoivt Advice,
what he JIm'd. do, and how befnoui behave bimfelf under
the Commijjion of[o great a Sin ?

Anfw . KW that he hasto do, and what is really necef-
fary to bedone, is, that in the firff place he heartily
beg God Almighty’s Pardon for fuch a wickednefs, as
rather deffring to have dependance on the Devil, and
to be difpos’d of by him to Eternity, than to be under
the Protedlion of Him to whom he ows his very Be-
ing, a imnifeft Breach of the Firft Commandment.
Next he is oblig'd in the greateft Gratitude imaginable
to praile God Almighty, for not fufFering him to fall
into that Milery he loueht after: And laftly, he ought
to let fo great Goodnels produce in him the Fruits of
abetter Life, info doing he may alTure himfelfofa re-

ccnciljation to Heaven, having fuch a promife as cannot
deceive, 1

Queft. 7. How is the Fire made betwixt the Flint-Ifone,
gnd the Steel ?

Anfw. Thofe Gentlemen, whofe Philofophy fearcht
no deeper than the Theory, have been at a great lols
in this Qiieftion, till Mr. Hook io his Microlcopick
Experiments put the Qyeftion out of all doubt, by the
demonftration which we fliall loon fpeak of, but we
ihall firft (bew, chat it has not been the only Fate of
this Queftion, but fevcral others to be difputed upon
wrong Principles, which were taken for granted, as.
Why Bodies weigh heavier when dead thau alive ?

Why Bodies do not weigh in the Water? And host-tit
poiTible to ignifie that Air that is catcht betwixt tre
Flint and the Steel ? or which lies in the Pores of'he
Flint, and by a Collifion of the two Bodies leaps ot

f~htiliz’d Air,all which Principles are notori-
CHifly falfe, as experience has evinc’d. But to anfwer
the~ieftion, Mr. Hook whom we have formerly nen
tiond, taking a Steel and Flint, and examining by aMl
crofcop;, the Scintilations chat fell upon a piece of
white Pap”, he firft thought 'em to be ftnalf Globa
lous pieces of melted Steel, or little particles of red hot
Flint but upon further fcarch he really found thr

thole liccje red particles which fell, were Vitrincaiiooi
of the Flint and Steel.

@5* The Queftions concerning Patavhas, Mr. Cowlns
Complement, Application to a certain Lady, in
lawtulnefsot indifferent things, fign of die Crofs
rneafunng a plain Triangle, rifing and letting of
the Sun, Moon wheir in the fign Cancer, M | ke
~Nanfwcerd next Saturday, together with all choli
Queftions mention’d in onr laft Mercury

The Gentleman that is hrely come from beyond Sa
having not been for chefe 7 Years,fnJ
he ISlame, we flull upon his giving notice where
he may be fpoken with, depute one towait uwa
him, to chat end he rnentien'd in his Letters, ad
that he may not be deceiv d in any other perfon, te
fame Letters that were fentus fhalJ be broughta-
gam to him by the perfon we ftiall appoint

You’lhave an amount in our yth. Supplement'(whith
will bepublilht next FryJjy) ofour New Proiedl
concerning the Rarities of Et*Und, asalfoavifl-
dicarion of what we have written upon Uur
and m our next Tiie/rf-px Mercury will be infertti
a large Narrative of the whole Undertaking, ad
or what progrefs we have made therein.

la& bertifcment

-pHis isto give Notice, thajt thejournals des ftF
1. vans, Pmverfal Biblzothegties, and ASia Enih

Bobk By ene’ A Undertaker, anfl will be ftill publift-
ed by him beginning with April next, and lo tde
continued from month to month.

There 15 juft now Reprinted Mr. Smithies of Crip
plegates Book on the &cramenr, cntituled, The Unw'
thy Non-communicantt tfie ~d. Impreffion, with cheid-
dition of Prayers before and a.fterthe Receiving ofiht
Sacrament. ®

* %
- Some Refleaions upon the fhort conftderatioD of
the Defence ofthe Exceptions againft the Theory of

the Earth, by E.?#'. M. A. mhioldby”obn SoHthbja
the Harrow in CornhiU.

» *

of Mifcellanies: Confifting ofPo-
ems, Ellays, Dilcourles, and Letters, occalionally wtk'

ten. By “obn Norris, M. A1R'eiior ofMewm Si- Leein
Somtrjcijhire, and Late Fellow of AU-Souls Col’edge
Oxford. The Second Edition Corrected, londcnI”'

ted for Samuel fyfanjbip, at the Black Bull in CortB/
1692-

(O* riv Grays-rnn-laxe in Plow-yard, the third Door, I\NgDf*

<*Umas Kirlew, a Collegiate Phyfician, and Sworn F7'
fician in Ordinary to King Ctoarfes the ScconJd, until his death;
who with a Drink and Pill (hindring no BufinefsJ unJertalP
to Cure any Ulcers, Sores, Swellings in the Nole, Face, orothef
parts ; Scabs, Itch, Scurls,Leprofies, and Vencrial Dilcalc.cspcdi®
nothing until the Cure be finilhcd : Of tiie lalt he hath cured ntjof
hundreds in ihh City, many of tI"em after fluxing, which carrks twW
evil Irom the Lower Parts to the Head, and fb dtitroys many. T
Drink is 3s. the Quart, the Pill t r. a Box, with Dirwlhbns; aher-
ter Piirgertlian winch was never given, tor they clc.inle the Body"
all Impurities, which arc the caules  Dropfies, Coots, Scurvio-
Stone or Gravel, Painsin the Head, and other parts. With ano3>ff
Drink at 11. 6d.a Quart. He curesall Fevers and Lot Dilianpef
without Elceding, exfiept in tew Bodies. He gives his Opialw**
all that writes or comes fur nothing.
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