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Gentlemen,

Quefi. ^  7 * Anfwers to feveral o f late hasgi- 
V  vet] fo general a fatisfaftlon, which is 
X  the reafon I give you this trouble, vi^. 

Ik te  Merchants here in Textn^ jufpofe A ,B , d n i C , fm e  
tint ago agreed to Trade veith a ^oim -flocfit M d  accordingly 
the)! all wrote to their particular Correfpondents in  Cadiz to 
p j  in what Effecis lay in  their hands unto a certain Ferfon 
whom they agreed upon to be the Common P'alfor for them alL  
f i t  Correfpendentpaid in  to the commn FaHor 4000 1. B’j  
Ctrrefpondent was fuper-expended ly/o  1. and accordingly was 
n-imburs’d by the common Pa^or. O  Cert efpondents A c -  
m p s  were tx a filj  ballancedy and fo had nothing either to 
pî  *r receive. N m  the Accompts are made upy and there U 
a:yo I. le ft: Tlje Gentlemen are not li^e to agree how it  Jhall 
he paid ■, yeur A d v ice map binder a Law-fuity as i t  may other- 
Tfije be very obliging f

The Gentleman that lent this Queftion, was 
pleas'd to give us his own thoughts upon it j which 
« contradiftory as the Queftioii it lelfi which raenti- 
®ns t  Joynt-ftock of A ,  By and (7, and then denies C  any 
thing to do with it. Thus alfo in the Anfwer he fells 
IS that not only^to pay the aayol. but a l f o i ^ i ^ \ \ .  
wrerj Bj and a little after peremptorily affirms,
A only infgj proporiiontAly to bis own Sioc^. The Gentle- 
nun had been very kind if  he had been pleas’d to ex- 
prefs ĥis Thoughts a little more intelligibly, as whe- 

the Common Fadlor re-imburs’d the fuper-expend- 
out of the 4000 /. which according to the 

he Queftion, looks the nioft likely, or whe.-e
w ....... ^ney was procured, it appears to us that B
^ng worfe than nothing, was accommoded by the 
ptnmon Fadlorwith lyyo I. oat o f the firftSumtii4ooo 
1-̂ hich lyyo /. is to be repaid upon demand withlnte- 

as a Summ abfolutely foreign to the Joynt-ftock.
So that

A’s Lofs 
1378,175
B’s Lofs
8 7 1 ,8 7 5

IffO
*411,
^3,000

\\f S As Stock
^•Srock. W.Lofs. (  2450 1.
4-oof. 2250 /. ^ B ’s Stock

)  15 5 0

which add rh'e borrow’d Summ 
^fo which the Int. of lyyc if for 
We Year

The Total that B  muft pay.

 ̂ 1. A  Gentleman iifed daily at a certain place to
V-^T Acqniintancey where one R ig h t fancy-

lf^lf^[den}e.l(ometbing w hich really was not in  the houfe. 
iy.t, it  to bey he wijh’d that G od would curfe his
e ^ ' f}'ddrtny i f  he ever came into the Houfe again j 

forborn for ten weeh ŝ. Query, I f  this  
n . ’ S’’fonded on a miftahy and made both in  P a ^ o n  and 

be binding e
. This Queftion has been fointwhere anfwer’d 

Author to this Efted, “  That the matter of 
being lawful and poftlble, and it being In 

‘‘and .fo bind himfelf in things lawful
wherein he is not under any preineage- 

'̂ hicĥ ' ' T ® n o t  but the Oath ought to be kept j 
fl̂ b̂e moft egregious prevarication of themat- 

coil’d poffibly be, for there s no Oath at 
f*.nce in the bufinefs, and if  thelgno-
Ojjh Querift calls liich a matter of Fadl an 

a mean Authority for a pretended Cafuift 
ful The matter ©f an Oath ought to be law-

t̂he when the condition or ground
Ojth *  ceafes,  ̂ than the Oath ccafes: But this 
’xjr rrti.u i_ kwful in its matter, nor poffibk, 

he bind his Wife and Children by bis Oath.

God would
jnflidt his C^rfe upon Wife and Children for an idle

imprecated on
himfcIf, there had been more to fear, as in the late 
mftance o f the Young Ma^ Tongue, e^ c. tho' after all 
w y  hink It very unfafe for him to go into the houfe, 
and incurr tiie penalties he has imprecated, fince we have 

Inftances of Parents Imprecations upon 
havehapned, tho’ not oneu^n

C^eft. 3. IPbetheTy tbo' God hath allowed us to take awxo 
the f iv e s  of bis Creatures for our Food, i t  be not fin ju l in

Whether Cock-fight­
ing, BuII-baiting, & c .  be not unlawful for C h r ift ia n s ^ °  

^«/ir.We have already anfwer’d thisQueftion. '
G ^ a U o n %  fuch thing at Equivocal

A n j w . l f h y  Equivocal Generatihn, is here meant a 
1 ro^eation o f Animals by any other way than that o f  
the Coition of Male and Female, we anfwer, Tess to

which conceives and brings 
forth o fitsfc lfi there’s the Plant Animal, whofeWoof 
IS fo great a Comm^y for Q ps amongft the Indians; 
^fides, feveral Infedls which are firft bred o f pucrefa- 
dtion, and can ^  fo produced by leveral perfons, not- 
wichftanding all that Monfieur K ed i has obferv’d a- 
gamftic.

Queft. J-. By what means was i t ,  that the Sepulchral 
Lamps o f the Ancients did Jomt o f them burn lood, others 
ijooywrj.^ *

1 \ t '  Inventions that are abfojute-'
Jy l^t, and of which we can meet with no more but 
tne Name 5 and for any perfons to fay there are nothin* 
but what they know or have heard of, is a ridiculoul 
Folly. All that we can fay is, That ’tis not impoflKble 

this Art, and perhaps that o f TuL  
f/â tfs Tomb IS a very fair Inftance. Befides, we have 
had leveral foch things found here in EngU nd. which 
the Romans left behind ’em in their Urn-Uiiials We 
are only ceruin that the Phofpherusy a preparation now 
known by almoft every little Chymift, maybe made to 
take fire by Air, or Motion, and therefore might be 
us d in Sepulchers with thisEffoA, upon the admittance 
o f Air into ’em j but however we are not fure that the 
RiwMTif Invention was the fame with ours, or that theirs 
did not burn all the time.

Queft. e . m a t  was the Patavinitas imputedby Livie ta 
Pollio ?

A nfw . Patavinlty is called by ^ n t i l l i a n  an A f f e c t i ­
on o f words that were not O riginal Roman j which perhaps 
might arife from this, the Paduans z d h e r d  to the Roman 
Intereft, and this Correfpondence might very well caufe 
fuch o f the Romans as Negotiated betwixt ’em to mix 
with your Language fome Idioms of Padua or Patavinity, 
which was therefore fo call’d out of Contempt, as if  the 
Romans look’d upon the leaft imitation of any other cre- 
pfiety in Speech than their own, to be a dil^race to ’em.

Queft. 7. iPbether M r, Cowleys Complement to the Spring 
in  his 2 I  Booii of PlantSy O  Florum Xerxes innumarabi- 
hum i plain EngUjhy 0  Spring thou Great Mogul
or Grand Seignior of Flowersy i s  any more exeufable than that 
ftrange Metaphor o f Gongora a Spanilh Poet, who calls the 
G irajole the Methufalah o f Flowers ?

A n fw . The Phrafe was not altogether fo defpkable 
as fome believe it, forasXtrxer brought an innumera­
ble Army into the Field, and more than ever any other 
General whatever, fo the Spring produces an innume­
rable variety of Flowers, is*c, more than any other Sea- 
fon of the Year.

Girafoky or TurnfoUy if it be a long-lived Plartt, may 
be called the Methufalah of Flowers with as much Rea- 
fon as a Pear, becaufe it rots not at Heart firft, is cah

led
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Icil a isue ChriflU n, or Good Chriftian. Thus the Tame 
Koec elfewhcre calls a fmall River near M id r ii  the 
Duk^ 0/ Kiversy tnd Vifcom t oj B tsoIij j which fhews that 
River was in place o f a better, as peer Knights near 
the Court; and in S M in  there are ^ o r  D h^is  and Fif- 
countSy a man raî jht dine fix of them at feme Scifons 
tor a penny Ordinary 5 and therefore thefe expreflions 
were excellent according to tlie Genius o f that Nation, 
wh« underiiood what they faid, and in their way of 
fpeaking made not fuch monflrous Metaphors asFather 
Roa^oarj wou’d pretend.

QueR. Gentlmeny I  have long msde raj ^pplicstion to a 
tertain L iiy y  yet after many Tears Services cannot arrive to 
that flig h t incenfidtrabU favour ca ll'd  a l^ ifsy -is not tbepar- 
ty te st feverey not to fay cruel ?

A n frt, If hiftead o f the words f lig h t  inconfiderable Fa- 
tour you had inferred the word Notbingy this Epigram 
ia Martial had been a proper Aafwer,

E ffe  n ibil dicisy gnicquid petisy improbe Ciiaut j 
S i  n il Cinnx petisy n il tik i Cinna N tg i.

Which may be thus En^ifhed.

I f  C ir m  Nothing  asks, for fo he rates 
Whate’rc he begs, whate’re he deprecates, 
Then why is he importunate, or why 
Am I unkind, if N othing  1 deny.

ces, b lit  th a t th ey  w e r e  d e  C a u fe  o f  his C e r,v * ifo n i<  
are n ot ce rta in , n o r  is i t  m u ch  m a teria l w h eth er they 
w e re  fo  o r  no-

Queft. ir .  Gemlmtrty according to your defireand 
my own, I fend j^u the (^ ftio n s which you tell t» 
you have not receiv’d.

1. To demonftrate this Theorem for the Meafuringtf i 
plain TriangUy having the 3 fdesghieny  v iz . from .[ thtfm  
o f  the three jides SuhltraSf each of the three f d e s  feverellj 
then multiply the faid h a lf  Summy a u i tbofe three Remain­
der s , & c .

2. Toflnd the riftngandfetting o f the Motn.
I - T o  prove that Moon is  farther from the Earth toia 

Jbe is  in  the Sign  Canter, than when f i x  is  in  the Sin  
Capneewn. ^
 ̂ A nfw . To the firft part, i f  the Gentleman will look 

in C lt v i i  Geometric ^ k tica y  he will find too longaSya- 
fhftick Demonftratioo for us to fill our Paper with.

T o tbefecond. We have not leifure to calculate Ti. 
bles, fince there’s fcarce an Almanack but anfwersthii 
<^ftion j if the Moons place be found in the Tables, 
her riling and fctting is ediily found by the Coronwo 
Dodlrine o f the Prim um  Mobile.

To the third, We anfwer that ’tis an Error, aal 
therefore no demonftration can be made of it.

Qpeft. 9. IPbether things4ndiffereMt in tbemfelves U s m e  
unlawful when im uftd ?

 ̂A nfw . This (S^eftion is grounded upon Bp. Sanderfms 
difiin^on, who fays, indifierent things In Nature do 
ceafe to be fach when commanded by lawful Autho* 
rity i but this is defeifive, for indifferent matters are 
naturally lawful, they bei^  left unto all Mw to do oc 
not to do, yet in Civil Affairs thefe indifferent thiiigk, 
whei impofed or Commanded by the Magiftrates for 
promotion o f Peace and Unity, ceafe to be indifferent 
then, and become obligatory upon the Confclence, be- 
caufc commanded by lawful Authority, the Magiftrates 
province being to Command indifferent matters for 
that end, or repeal them when they prove inconveni­
ent, but in Religious Affairs, indifferent things impo­
fed or commanded, can never become abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, becaufe they always remain indifferent in their 
own Nature, fo as niver to be changed from indiffe­
rent into Religious matters, by all the Commands o f 
M en: So that where they are en jop ’d, they do not 
become a Duty to be obfervM, beyond that Divini Apo- 
ftolick Rule, i<7#r. 14.40. O f Natttral decent; and Order.

Queft. y. fPhat tbinhyou o f the jtgn  of the Crop that is  
reported to have appeared to the Rm^rour ConffantlBe, and. 
to have keen the caufe o f  his Converflon f

A nfw . Since wc have no other way to determine 
o f  thingi paft, but  ̂by coniMring iuch Authors as 
have writ of emj ’tis a muen fairer way to relate 
what they give us, than pofidvely to affirm any thing 
without dllcovering our Authorities 5 none of tne hea­
then Writers give any account o f Ir, Publius Optatianusy 
PerphyriuSy nor even Eufthim  himfelt. Thofe that men­
tion this Story, are the Author o f Conflamines Life, 
R»^n«jlib. 9. Cap. 9. Socrates lib. i .  Cap. i .  Soqenun  
lib. 1. Cap. 3. the P o litU  AuSlor apui Photium . Num. 
iftf. pag. 140S. The Author o f the Chrenieon A lex -  
andrinum, Cet^renuSy PbilofiorgiuSy and fome few others. 
G elafius Cyjjcenus lib. Hift. Council N ic . cap. ^  enume­
rates the dilagreements of Authors about this matter, 
as Socrases, that it appeared at Noon-day near the Sun, 
writ in Greek Letters, t s t v  vii(^. R i^ n u s  that ’twas 
in a Dream, prefented by a Vifion of Angels, that o- 
thers, as Ctdreeus, Zinarusy &c. tell us, that ’twas in 
Roman Letters. Phileftorgius reckons up many Crofles 
that appear’d to ConUantiney one at the Battle of Mag- 
rentiusy encompafs’d with a Rainbow like a C row n : 
Another after the Vlftory over M axim us, where the 
words were made up of Stars. Nicephorus fays, ano­
ther appear’d after his Vidlory over U cinius, and there 
was another in the Scithicl^ War. We can’t queftion 
but that there wisfome foch appearance orappearan-

atrtjertifement.

%

The Queftions concerning Long-hair, firfi preach­
er o f the Gofpel, Surplice, two huibandlefs yooig 
Creatures,mortgaged ground, caufe o f  the Rainbw, 
^ u s N ig r u m m to tio n e d h y  Plutareby the 17y.Ver.ia 
Ju v en a l,& c.w \U  be all anfwered next Saturday.

W e  have In this P ^ r ,  according to o u r Promift,as- 
fwer’d all the C^eftions mention’d in our twoM 
Mercuries, and refolve to continue anfweriDg »3 
Queftions whatever, that fo we may render oci 
Undertaking perfeSi. Continue fending in your 
fHons to Sm iths Coflfee-houfe in Stocks Markfty« 
to the Roterdam Coffee-houfe ta Fineh-lane, till 
give notice to the contrary.

Tha Gentleman that fent to us a fecond time abo* 
the lawfulnefs o f his Marriage after his Vow “ 
the contrary, is defired to fesd in a particular Ac­
count o f the Motives that induc’d him to make& 
and to be as full in it as he can poflibly be, « 
hereby promifing him not to mention any thiii{ 
in our AnlWer to his pr-judicej for poflibly« 
might be the Effeils o f Weaknefs, and Circus- 
jtancesdofo much alter the Nature o f things, rl# 
j is  impeffifale for us to give a pofitive Anfwer bfr 
fore fuch an Information.

The Gentleman that fent to us concerning the Boa» 
& '( .  is defired to fend us that account he mentktf 
concerning Capt. Nicholas T—  and the other 
he mentions.

The full draught of the Rarities of England, will ^ 
in next Mercury.

c2rTR t  Supplement to the F ifth  Volume o f  the Athene 
Mercury, (is now publilht ) refolvingall

moft N ice and Cwrioax propofed by the Ing*-
nious of either Sex. To which is preftxt, the 
Projeft concerning the N atural and A rtificia l 
of England : As aUb aa Ode to the Athenian Seciety* 
Printed for fo h n  Dunton at the Raven in the 
where is to be had t h t F ir f t ,  Second, Third, Fourth 
F ifth  Volumes o fth c A th e n ia n  Mercury, (andthe Suppk- 
ments to ’em j ) compleating the entire Set for the V«f 
1691. ( or fingle ones to this tim e.)— We have 
Fifth  Supplement iR fc ittd  an account o f our whole 
nian ProjeSt, that fo none might be ignorant of wb** 
our Undertaking is, or of die prouniw we have h/- 
merly made.

L  O N  D Printed for 31o(;n at the Rdvin in the Pouitrty.
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