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Outd. I. " r N r ^ e  Hiftory o f the A T H E N I A N  
I  S O C I E T Y ,  publtjbt la(t IVeek, tis 
a  p/i, that the M e t e r s  o f that Society de- 

\ f ’* /5 ixftn in their Afgreuries a formal Challenge to 
Vic?. Now I  defire tol^novp whether ‘tw ill be w rit in Proje 
V i'.rif, and when we raxy extec? i t  .<* 

i  A*lrt. This Challenge { which the Qycrift menti- 
' (fls) will he  writ in Verl'e, and is to be continued 
ftomtime to time in our Poetical Mercuries, a Spect- 
fflC!! whereof we (hall inferc in next Titefdays Mercury.

i. Ton are defired to telly what iinqueflioned Popijh 
Atthtrs dejttjiifietbe f ill in g  and depojing of lyings to he 

\ by the Pipes Authorityy it  being generally M d  by 
Fmtfitnts to be a Popifb Tinety but denyed fe pofuivety by 

[ |«a Fipijisy that one o f  them has promijed to renounce that 
Mlieiiy the day it  can be made appear: Tour fpeedy anfwcr 
udiitmy be of great ufe to the publicity m  w ell as to my par- 
tiisLiT Friend ?

Anftv. ThisDepofing Do(ftrineis not grounded upon the 
Scripture, orCuftom of Nations: but if a King difplGafe 
the Pope, or favour the Doftrine of Chrift, or its Pro- 
i^rs, that’s enough to excommunicate him, and then 
hisSabJefts are abfolved Torn Allegiance it the Pope 

i  pkafes, thfi this is b u t Bm tum  fulmen- Cofterus, M>linay 
Saadtrs, Cufwell^ and many more Jefiiits juftifie this 
fcrt ofdepofmgj but the extent of their Doiftrine is 

beft Learned from * Pope Xistusy 
ThisSpcechwas who ij8^. a. made an Oration

l i a T S t ' S  m his Confirtory, in Commendation 
IpVk.  ̂ o f the Monk that had done that me­

morable A ft to ftabb King Henry the 
It the head of his Army, whofe hand God guided, 

Mi the Kins ijeriOied in his Sin (his Sm was he ta- 
vouredthe Proteflants) by this Religion Man, to he  ̂
alls this Murtherei- j and Pope Pius by his Bull coinmand-

,ttiQt£/iftfi.«NsSubjeas to rebell againft her, l^wuie
ptomoced the primitive Worthip of th rift and the 

■ Apollles, and not the Novel upftart worlhip of the Pa- 
pifts. ^

Quell. Knowing that you are commonly wont toanfwer 
, ^dUaeous d^ielUonSy I  have made the more bold ante to of‘  

»;«a, it be one of the moji intricate and difficult ^ e -  
in Philofophyy that ir, Whether M atter he infinitely d i-

I tr jio ^
M w . This Queftion is already anfwer’d in To. i .  N u .

^QU^.4. How Abraham going for Canaan after the d ^ s  
, nbitfither, could be but 7 f ye<*rf oldy Gen. 12. 4, ^.when 
' Father Uv'tl to y  yeirx,Gen. u .  and be WM born in hu 

‘̂^ h m y o tb .jea ry V .i6 . ,
Anfm. We have already laid fomethingon this Head,

! ^  we can’t promile it was fo fatisfaftory as tins Ac- 
i of it, for which we are o b li^  to an unknown 

whofe kindnefs we are ready to acknowledge. ^
I 1- Moft plain it is, that Harany out of which 
I is the very fame Name and place with
I compare the Hebrew Text with the LXX^

*• It is then as plain, that at yy years old Abraham 
I *tnt out of Haraw, or Charan, otCbarrany m o  Canaany 

>1.4, f. called by Stepheny the Land in which you 
dwell. So that the Qgeftion recurrs That feeing 

^  Father was dead when he came into Canaany how 
could be no more than yy years old ?

L  That in the Samaritan Copj ( which Bp. Ujher with 
^ jje h c o fta t  laft procur’d )  Terahs A g t  is  letdow n 

Hy. and that granted, the doubt vanilheth.
At Terib’s yo. year he is born.

Add to that yy ofbisow nAge.

lu ... Ic makes i^y. the Age of Tewf?, after which 
, 1 9  l “*'®icdiatelyhe goesoutofC/Mrr<i* m o  Canaan- Or elfe,

1. You muft anfwer from the Text that fpeaks of A- 
brahams Birth, G en . x i . z 6 .  TerahMv'd yo years, and be­
gat Abram , Nabor and Haran; by fuppofmg that Abram, 
thd mention’d firft, Kationt dignitatis, was not Terab's el- 
deft Son, but that at yo years old he begat Haran, or 
N abor, undAbraham  In his i3otlj Year, (youhave fud? 
an Inftanct in the Sons o f N oah, tho’ fa p h et was the 
firft born, yet Sem  is always put firft, ^caufe in him 
runs the line of Chrift. )

u r  proni®
re  profflŜ  

all Qjif-
■ our

nferted t/S*

Abraham b o m  x^oth. j e i r o F  Terah,
was 7S  years old.when he went out of 

- —  . {Haran,
which makes toy. years of Ter îys Life, immedk 
ately after the expiration of which, he goes out o i  Haran 
into Canaan .

Queft. y. Gent. Tf yeu defign for the future to treat of 
ryitcheSyScc. take theft f ^  Obfervations along w ith  you:

“  That an Appearance of Perfons both of Good and 
“ Evil Life in this World, hath been by Almighty Per- 
“ mifSon for fome extraordinary End o f detetfting Mur- 
“ der. Recovery of Eftate, (iT'c.andftill may be.

“  That the urange Notices of the Deaths and Birth* 
“ of Perfons and Families have bin, and are verycon- 
“ fonantto the Effences of our Creator. But,

“ That the Feats of Witches and Deyils in hurt to 
“  Mankind, and the more Innocent perfons j immediate 
“  p oM o n s of the Devil, and all outward and bodily 
“  violence o f the Devil, by himfelf, or his Witches, or 
“  that there are any fuch People who can invifibly, or 
“  at diftance endaramage any Perlbti, is utterly de- 
“  ny’d, and eafie to be prov’d againft the Eflence of 
“ God Almighty, as has very judicially by various 
“  Perfons been made appear in Print, and fcarce any 
“  famous Story of Witchcraft, & c .  but has been deteft.
“  ed to have been Artifice, or Natural.

^ G e n t. Pray obferve the differences in fupernatural 
“ and Natural appearances, and that anything afeertain- 
“ ed for Truth, difagreeing with Divine T ru t\  may not 
“  be taken notice of, fuch I take the Power of Witches, 
“ Devils, andPofTedlonSjtir’c. to be,which if  you are not 
“ ofthe fame mind, itisexpedled you make a Learned 
“  and clear proof to the contrary o f what I afterr, and 
“  maintain’d by divers very Learned and good Authors.

A rifa . Sir, We return ypu our hearty Thanks for the 
Advice and Inftrudlion we have receiv’d from you, a* 
well as feveral other perfons, and defire your pardon that 
we can’t liibfcribe to your third pofition, and cou’d wifh 
that in the feconi you had exprefs’d your felt fo, that 
we might have had a clear Idea o f what you mean by 
confonant to the Effences of our Creator j i f  you mean, be­
coming the Nature and H'ijdom o f G od, we agree with 
you in chat as well as t b i f i r f i : We wifh we cou’d an- 
Iwer the latter end of your Letter to your Satisfaiftion, 
which we (hall endeavour, after we have reduc’d youi 
third pofition into 2 Heads;

1. Witchcrafts ( fo fuppos’d ) are either Artificial or
Natural. , . ,

2. That Perfons are not hurt by Devils or Witches,
are not poffefs’d by Devils, nor lufFer any Bodily
Violence.

Againft the Firft we offer thefe Ar^m ents:
I. All Nations can’t agree and conlpire to find out a 

word expreflive of a Non-entity, as ff^tchcrajt is, li 
there be uo fuch thing i but we find no J f ” '
guage whatever without ibme word expreTive "
dea we have of Witchcraft, therefore there s more than
N a tu re  and A rtifice  ink.

*. It
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a. It wou’d have been difagreeable to the Wifdom 
tnci Juftice of God Almighty to hare made a particular 
la w  to deftroy WitcheSjif either there was none I'uch, or 
if  liicii, cou’d not have eafily been dilcover’d by humane 
knowledge from an Artifice, or the eftedls o f Nature.

3. I f  there be no fuch thing a? Witchcraft, allLegifla- 
for.s Juries, W’itnefles, nay and thoufands of Witches 
themfelvcs who have dy’d for’t, and at their Execution 
confefs’d themielves guilty of their Charge, have adied 
unaccountably, which is impoffible, therefore there’s 
Ibmerhing beyond Nature or Artifice.

Obj. A_^Ye2tnany nocorious Scoriis Hnier thM H im s^ hive  
h h  :‘.ilc<rver’d  to bs m ar Tric<i d r j  ^uj^gle ?

An(. V/e grant i t ; but its ill Logu k to fay. Some are 
Ergo a//,«>•? rr/V/î .f. We belie\’e the greardl part 

may be juflly reckon’d amongft idle Stones  ̂ but tiiC 
maiiy_credible Inftances we ha\-e, that have all the at- 
tehacion that any thing that comes under the cognizance 
of our Scnl’es can be capable of, allures us that there 
are ibme true liiftanccs.

Againfl the third we offer thefe Arguments.
1. The Scripture gives Inlhncesof Perlbns ti.athave 

been hurt by Devils, asj&fc, have been polldsd, as
r j M a p A e n  \ have liiffeTd violence, as he tbdi wj; ihroan  
fp ietim es im i tbeFirt^ and jm etim et into iltAV^ter : Now 
if  thefe things have been, ir ought to be prov’d how 
and when the Devil loll this power, or clfe this Goufe- 
quence is very Air, thij-- lA iancts may ]etb t.

2. That a Spirit can act upon Bodies, (tho’ w'e don't 
know, fince matter is not appiy’d to matter in order to 
motion) its plain, from every mans ovtn Experience, 
who finds that his Soul wills, adls and moves his Body, 
the manner of the m-'.tion comes no: within the dilpuce, 
the Qpcllion is, w). 'ler they move at a'l.

Obj, To-.rtsno rea.- . n h j  i.-’ :ocm  perfons (houd he k h -  
jeer to the power of the D ev il >

Anf. was, and thouiand have been, and yet are, 
tor Itich ends as God in his Wifdon and Jullice thinks 
b:ting5 the fiwne Objediion V ac mi.: to our Saviour, 
f p y  ji I'S.in (h::id bsbc,-i b l i n i j b e f i r e ■ 'firm’d, i f  you 
pleals conlult our Saviours anlwer. As for that paf- 
lage in the lifi pofition, which .peaks of peoples bein<̂  in- 

*p U ce , we done at all believe i t ; and we Have 
credib.e lufiances enough by us to perlWade us that 
Witches are deluded,and think they to^ourmys^eat^drinli. 
revenge themjelvesy turn into firange jh-tpesy &c. when 'tis 
nothing elfe but the Devil, and' that they at the fame ’ 
time he in their Chamber, or fomewhere elfe exanimated, 
inienfible o f burnings, cuttings, (yyc. has been often 
try d upon ’em.

 ̂And now Sir, if you, or any other Gentlemen will be fo 
wnd as to fend in your Objedlions againfl what we haVe 

offer’d, we’ll be lo Juft as to print ’em without 
any difadvancage, and our farther Anfwers to ’em.

Queft. 6. 'T is  a great w hile fince I  fentyou a meUncbolly 
account o f my coniitiony hoping fomereli^fivmyouy hue hither^ 
to / have been dijafpointed. Hard Fate ’  when neither Heaven 
nor Earth relieve us, were i t  the heavieji misfortune the h 'orld  
could have la id  upon »/?, / cou'd have been content 3 bur this 
marrs a ll my ^oysy and breads my peace, yet, a h ! can I  not 
o recome i t : I f  / retire fh m  bufi-nels and Company, and fa ll to 
ftudyy alas, a ll my pray rs and tears areto om w ea kt I  fo l ia  
facrifice to the Tempters allwementSy and my own lufis 3 there’s 
m f i n i  more abhorr than th is , and none l(o  often commit, how 
often have I  w ifnd for Death P (and fometimes almojl thought 
of toijlning i t )  when I  refUci or. the loorrid aggravation of that 
p n  in m e ; B e no longer filen t, but ajfifi me both by your dire- 
c t m  and pray’r s , who am, i f  redeem'd by the blood oj Cbrift tbe 
t'lejt ungrateful on Earth, and i f  I  have not an Intertfi there, 
themoft miftrable o f mortals.^

^ nfw . We have treated upon feveral fuch Queflions in 
one large Anlwer, as we take it ’tis in the beginning ofthe 
3a. y 01. the Queft. is foinethingabout habits, Whether 
H a m s  maybe broficn 3 there the Nature o f good and ill ha- 

xM 1 j  .and the beft Remedies we cou’d think
*** n whidierwe referr our Querilf.

Queft. 7. H ot long fince I  had a very great occafm fer a 
certain jum  of Moneys, and having no Acquaintance in Town 
mhert I  could borrow i t  for fuch a tim e aa I  wanted it , I  
Cheated my Mafler o f the fam e, at the expiration o f the time /

m d eu p a g rea lfrfu rn , (andgave i t  to him goois m 
B o4 ,  which w i l l b e U l ^ ,  

profit t o h m  when we come to cafi up our Accounts ■ 0 
Inyour O p p m  whether or no ibis U a S in  befortGoi Ak

tn  Adlion not at all ju,'|;hJ
o f another Mans money, <!yTs. withaju 

 ̂ fincere defign of reliicutioo d  
twas a tranfgr^ion o f the Golden Rule, Do as 

be done by: unffib 1/ l. ’ l... , .b e lo T / k ’ the money might’ have bir«^d
beloi e the time it cou d have bin repaid 3 as it K

r r w e U ? w A 'r y well rhere-5 fo much fiucer“ ^ 0  h o r fy  
Ren.tut.ou: We don't think you obli^i

beVVnj'A"!’ isrefieaive j o n l y t l x s d
o forlcf inconllderare
0.1, and do 0 no more, and you mav bealfared yoTl

>^»dtrfeme Affiimon, 

thoughts on the matter, viz. I  now liv in g  with

feme time fince make a Fow  logo from them, and m s t S
,  Decern and A

ro« '*«* unwilling to b n ^
Ijroyihd lomething defirous to fiay w ith them  n o t w i S '  
they eonunue in the fame unkindnejs: How I  would deSrim 

favour me with your IniSruBionformy better guidanctihJ^'i

oiipote of your lelf without his knowledge and cciia 
lo that you ought to beg God Almight^s pardatii 
yourRaftnejs3 only thus far, i f  your Fachc^c 
y o u  to 111 aaions, and you fee no probability of aa 
ding him from it, we believe you may lawfully din 
of your felf, but you’d beft we well advis’d, and nbsi 
yourownCounfelastothe matter ofFa^, whecIwtH 
)ult or not, and whether ’tis a fufficient occafionforfc 
an unhappy choice.

St

C3 * The Queftions concerning Trifcimia Patriti n^i^ 
St. Pauls Rapture, r hofe w ords of a certain .̂ ’j5h 
Cenurn eft quid impofiibileejt, '■ he know/ltdgeof tel 
and things, Mr. Bov/fx monthly Ledfiu c, aCu:*s 
hlagiftratw tolerating the Jews, c if  pronewJ 
of V  Confonant by the old Romans, See. IkDiri 
anfwered next Saturday. *

t l ^ T h i t  Sebem^ o f Enquiries which was propofed I? J  
Athenian Society to ingenious Gentlemen, 5 »|. ,  •” T * V 3cunemen,if»i
ther Inquifitive perlons, containing InftroaiJl 
order to form a Body of theN4t«r^/,.^rt/£/ iL sdl\ 
v il  Hifiery o f England, and IVaUs,Scotland,and i M  
with the Foreign_ Plantations thereunto belong 
may be hadGMf/Vof/. at ti e Raveni'- 
Pw/rrev till Che !aft day ofthe prelent Term,
0 by a fr«  Diftnbution o f thefe Papers, chisui'a 

Undertaking may be tlie more generally knoivfli *

a i D b e r t i f t m e n t g .

'HeBanquettiugUooufe, or a Feaft o f fat things: A ^ 
vine Poem, opening many Sacred Scripture M)n

nes. Profitable for all who would attain to the uA*
Knowledgeof God and of Jefus Chrift : And 
fill the Soul with Joy, and ravifli the Hearts of ali^ 
Chnftians. Written by Be«/. Author of/'arn.l 
the D evil. London, Printed lor ff. Hancock in CaiHt--'''-'* 
the Weft end of the Rtyal Exchange in Oornhill.

% * The Modijh Penman^ or a New : 
taining variety o f all the ufual hands i. ■■ 
England. With Dirediions, whereby any Peri i ■ 
amin CO write any o f thofe Hands, with little i 
Likewift excellent Receipts for makirir fevcral 
Ink, and other Curiofities. Uy m ilia m  h  A n . The 
Edition with additions, price i  s. Sold by Coni^:^ 
thtgolden Turks head in Fleetfcreet over ag' S. Dii” fti’'  ^

i - O N  D O N ,  Printed for 31obtt ©WlttMT at the R»ven in the Poultny,

■ ■ '>nsd
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