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X  NIAN SOCIETY,
iuftcrtt ItutlU^iOft ej their whole Frkeedin^ty &C-* p r ^

have already publickly difownM our 
Oxifent to any fuch Hlftory, or fo much as our 
kite of it till twas almoft printed, fo we are not at all 
obue’d to coacern our felves further about i t } but fince 
br reafon of this Hiftory, and fome other P lages 
whereby we have oppos’d the impious and Atheiincal 
Affertions of fome perfons, we are ftyl'd m a lic im , 
im rM , impudent Blockheads, that we m h s ^  cftl?e

but what we f i u l .  That we are Sonsof l^ e r e s , tf 
and fuch like fcandalous Treatment 5 we hear that 

the Author of the/aid W/fwy will next week fully con-
liir thefe things. ,  .

Queft. r. Adam before h is  P a ll being in  a S t i t t  of tmmor- 
ttliy (as moQ hold) and Jleep being an Em blem  of DeAtb, 
bnrm 'Jhe, being in that State, Jleep j andfo found. Of that 
I kit could be taken fh m  him , without b is  being jenjible 
^ it ^

Anfio. Sleep is properly call’d an Emblem o f Death 
la fome limited Sences, but the want of a p r ^ r  m- 
KoQion might protsably be the occafion of the ^ e n lts  
Error, for no one ever pretended that Sleep and Dewh 
bad any refemblance in their full and proper Efiects, 

Corrupiion, and refrejhment, for thefe are quite con­
trary, and ’tis to the nrft of thefe that Adam s  ̂Immor­
tality is oppos’d, and not to the laft, which is rather 
^bkmatical of it. As to the latter part, How cou'd 
A im  be fo found ajleep, that a R ib  cou'd he rake”  f'oe”  '>hn 
whwt his being ftnfible of i t  P We anfwer, the Scripture 
k eiprefa that it was f o ; and we may verv reafora- 
bly believe it wis no hard task for him to eltedi, that 
Cffj'd make a Man out of Duft, nay, that cou’d make 
the World out of N othing. And now to examine the 
Atheifts Aifwar to this Queftion, whofc adrance- 
>«nts mull be very fine, or themfelves very immoral, 
® condemn every body elfe ; firft, they will have this 
AH to if a Drammi ( a comical l^ifion ) and nothing real j 
which befides the incongruity of a deep Jleep (as m the 
T w ) puts a NoiilWce upon the Context, tor Adam  
bid when he was awake, TlAs is  Bone of my B^ne-, and 
flefh 1/m; Flejk j and a little after. For th is  Caufe Jhall a  
H snlesjthis Fsther, & c. from which places tis plain 
Jtw A lim  was in the feme Vifion (ifa  Vifion) both a- 
fiwp and awake ; So that if  thefe mens Confe- 
luence is good, we ftiall have the whole HiftorK ofthe 
CreafioB, nay the whole Bible it felf to be Vifionary, 
waDramma, and confequently a delpicable filly thing, 

to render it fo. many of their Papers bid very 
fur.
_ Qjeft. 5. fVketber there is [uoh a particulir Period fet to 

of cjery psrticuUr man, as that he cannot intheeourfe
V Niturf^o beyond fuch a number of years^ fno«rb/, or days 5

that he (hall fu ljillju cb  a number, notwithjianding any 
^ e r t o f  Cafualties he may engage w ithal ?

Anfw, There has been many Authors which have 
controverted this Cafe. The two principal Texts 
J2 “ght by fuch as hold the Affirmative, are that of 

Thou hall appointed bis btunds, btyond which he cannot 
W i and the other is that paffage of our Saviour, My 
^‘t r is m y e t  come. The meaning ofthe firft appears to
V  God has fentenc’d Mankind to Mortality for 

difobedienceof Adam , and has fo laid the Chain of
^ [es, that Man ihsU not outlive the bounds (ordina- 

ot 70 years, or a few more, becaufe of the cod- 
?"»ncy ofthe World, and the fucceffion of Generatb 

As for the fecondj our Saviour being both God 
Min, very well knew the Confpiracy, time and

manner of his Death, with every preceding Circum- 
fiance that wou’d coticurr therewitn^ and therefore he 
might properly fay his hour was not ^et come, before thar 
time. Common Experience fhows chat the Tempeiare 
livelong andfiealthtuljwhen the intemperate dye quick­
ly j now for a Man to fay that God ordains the means and 
the end, is to fay that God is the Author of Sinj iM'o, 
Murders, Rapine, Violence, Cheats, and all wickeduels 
whatever, have a fafe retreat, to wit, a Necelfity, that 
it cou’d not be avoided, and iffo, farewell Rewards and 
Puniftimetits, Heaven and Hell, nay the very Exiftence 
of a Divine Being.

Queft. 4. Pray what may he the occafon o f many fuppofiti- 
th u s  w ritings attributed to the Apojlles and Fathers, fo often 
m sntiondbyD u-'pin, and D r. C t v e *

A nfw . We need not go any further chan the three laft 
Reigns, to find Jefuires in every Drefs and Religion, 
which had been brought up at St. Omers, and had-us’d 
themfelves to difpute for fuch particular Seils: we fey 
we need go no further to find many emhufiaftical and 
firange Motipns introduc’d amongft, qtherwife very ho- 
neft and well meaning Ghriftians, which can t properly 
be faid to belong to any originally but the Jefuics, who 
had other ends in it too long to mention here: Thus 
thefe P ia  p-audes, thefe holy Cheats, introduc’d in the 
Chriftian Religion ia the Primitive Ages, were brought 
topafsby perfons ofa contrary intereft and iierfwafion,' 
who under pretence of ferving Chrifiianity, uled thefe 
diabolical Stratagems as the mofi fecure and fecrer me­
thod CO bring Chrifiianity into contempt, and Cuilony 
amongft the weaker fort, foon aiithorizd em, and 
fiampt Divinity upon ’em by an unwary Zeal.

Queft. y. Having (ent fe v e r il ^ e H io n s to  iF r ie n d , and 
receiving m  Anfwer, 1 dejire to k ” t>w whether I 'd  not ev n 
as well juperferib'd Another Letter u s  t 'oto tokhvoiotov, as 
totb eA ta b or  e/de ventre infpiciendo, and h is Span'fb De­
dicator ?  . .

A n fw . If you ask’d for Reafon, Honour, or Religion, 
you mils your Man,but try agai^ and chooic a tit Subjedt, 
as facobitifm , A ;hcifm ,BufioneTifm , H 'lit ia jm . or G rim ifm ,, 
you’l be remember’d with a Latin Encomium, and your 
Health drank into the bargain in humming ^ u s N i ­
grum.

Queft. €. The Diameter o f a Circle and Area of a Segment 
beinggivtn, t o j in i  thef'erjed Sign.

Queft. 7. The Area o f  an O blifue angled plain Triangle, 
difference of the f id c s  and the diffrence of the Segments o f the 
Bafebeing given, a Theorem is  required to Jind the Bafe.

Anfw . We defign this day fortnight to Anfwer thefe 
1 (^eftions with about 1 o more by us altogether, which 
for iheir Curiofitywe hope wont be a little latisradlo- 
ry to all real Lovers o f the Mathematick Art.

Queft. 8. tn the i  Cor. 7. $ 6 ,37»  ̂ S t. Paul fays, i f  
any man th in k th a t he behaves him felf uncomely towards h is  
r irg in , i f  f i e  pafs the Flower of her A ge, and need fo re­
quire, let him do what he w ill be fimieth not •, let them mar­
ry : Neverthelels he that fiandetb ftedfafl in  his Heart, 
having no necejjity, but hath power over b is  own W ill,  and 
hath fo decreed in his Heart, that he w ill  k^ep his f'irg in , 
doth w e ll:  S o t k n h e  that gives her in  Marriage doth w ell, 
but he that g iv es  her rot in Marriage doth better x I  defire 
you to inform me, what yOu think  i'r. Paul’s true intent 
and meaning by thefe words, and likew ije an Explanation of

*^^^nfw. The Cuftom of betrothing and putting away 
continued to the Apoftles days j the Parties lived toge­
ther a long interval before Marriage, which lometmies 
ended in a great Belly, or Sometimes ro Marriage «  
all, v id . Fox t o .  8 ,9 ,10, l i .  it was ^
and Time ; which if  the Man thought “ P®**
his Tryal, or too long for him ao3 his Vrfgm £0 c ^ j -
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tnK ?n that condition of Contrail; or If Jhe thought it 
diTreputable, bccaule fhe was part the Years then in 
Vogue j ( for Virginity was a Reproach to that Nation 
upon many accounts, being bewail’d by them) or if 
any other urgent occallon on his.fide did prefs him, he 
might put her away to avoid fcandal, or marry her, 
or Ihe might continue with him longer, he finn’d not 
do which way he pleas’d, rather tlianburn let them mar­
ry, be the Times never fo perillous. Butifthe Mancan 
heep his Refolution,command his Pa{Tion,and will be firm 
to his Promife or Contraft with his Virgin, th6 he do 
not marry her till the Times mended 5 and if  flie his 
Virgin, be likewife content to remain with him, this 
Man doth better confidering the Circumftances of the 
Times, the Apoftle was Ipeaking of. There are two 0- 
ther Interpretations much to the fame puri^fe: The 
firft is of the Greek Scholiafts, and others 5 i f  any Fa­
ther hath, becaufe of the perillous times kept his Vir­
gin, i. e. his Daughter unmarried, till (he be paft the 
Flower of her Age, i .  e. till (he be well ftricken in years, 
p d  thinks it a difhonour to her to keep her any longer 
in that Virgin State, let him marry her to a Husband, 
he doth not lin in fo doing j but he who keeps his Re- 
I’olution not to involve his Family in the troubles of 
the World in fuch diffiailt Times, and is under no ne- 
celTity, it being in the Fathers power to difpofe, or not 
difpofe of his Daughter in Marriage as he pleafes, fuch 
an one the Apoftle thinks does better. The other In­
terpretation is o f our excellent Dr. of a Man
betrothed, but not married to a Virgin, that is well 
grown in years, and it is look’d on asunfeemly, inex­
pedient, and undecent to continue in that ftate any lon­
ger and need fo require j or as the Kings Manufcript 
reads it, it behoves that this be done, let him 
Marry: but if the Mans Refolutions continue firm, and 
his betrothed Virgin be not content to abide fingle till 
the Times of Perfectuion be over, this is the more com­
mendable Relblution.

Queft. I j  the Dutch, our Friends had fo eonjiderable a 
S um for their Charge in bringing ever the Prince of Orange, 
our prefem Gracious ^ in g , what may roe expeH the French 

our Enemy, w illdem and if  heJhould fettle ^ in g  Jamos 
on the Throne of England again, confidering the maintain^ 
ing  him and the W ar upon his Account thefe 3 or 4 years la d  
paji, and whether the N ation w ill ever be able to pay the In- 
terejl of fu ch a  Sum i and i f  not, what muft we expeSi from 
the French King?

A n fw . The French King would quit all his Charge 
he has been at, i f  he could procure a peace with the 
Confederates, buy he is not fo fencelefs as the ^ac<Aites, 
to think of re-inthroning the late King ^afnes. He 
perhaps may be at fome Charge to fend fome over 
with him to be rid o f him : But ’ tis not a few difeon- 
tented perfons can alter a Government, where a Go­
vernment has not difobliged the whole Nation : I f  
the Laws had been difpenled with, Free-hold Colled- 
ges feized, Judges contrary to Law placed over us, 

Enemies made our Military and Naval Comman­
ders, who were advanced becaufe they would Dra­
goon us: I f  there was no Liberty or Property but 
vvl^t was difpenfible at the Will and Pleafure of an 
Arbitrary Tyrant, then People would be dirpofed to 
run to a Deliverer, but never to a Man as never knew 
how to keep his Speeches, Proclamations, Promifes, 
or O ath: And fince he has been under tl«  Tutorage 
o f the French King, he can hardly learn the Art o f 
keeping bis word. ’T/s not to be taught in the French 
Court, therefore its the ill ufage a People find from a 
Government, not the difeontents o f a few, th6 Great 
Men, that are crofted in their pretenfions, that diTpofes
a People againfta Government:'----- And if fo, there's
no En^//>man in his Witscan either fear or hope for 
fuch an Expenfive and dangerous Revolution, or in the 
leaft contribute towards it.

teemed in cn the fide of the Crom  ̂ n'hich
i f  th e ir Heads veere heatc tiin tn  theCoff 

ph&e by fome vio lent blots^ ttUch makes th tm ^  

the ir H ats according to the Form  o f the ir Hetiu 

Nero my Q^uefHon is. W hether you thinks thij 

d id not receive thts D ent from  a Knock, in the 

Cradle^ feeing a ll M r  M itons do declare agrtm 
Weakpefsof ^eH ead ?

A n j i v .  Some think it was ufed as theheH 
way to take off a fafhionable low-prhcd 
F r e n c h when it begins to be weak is 
the Brims: Others affirm. That the Fnnd 
King has Vowed never to put offhis Hat, 
until he has teftored his Allies, the Turh ,̂ 
and to fhew his unwearied diligence in this 
thing, he ficeps in his Hat, which is thereby 
dented with his Pillow 5 Regis ad Exem plJ 

the French take off their Hats to caufe a 
dent in the Grown like their Kings, as alfo 
their brother Jacobites here : but the more 
ferious Coxcombs o f that Kidney quote Scri­
pture for this Metaphorical Diferimination, 
out of the Lamentations of Jeremiah^ Tk 

Crown is fa lle n  from  our Head^ and woto ustba 

we finned-^ and therefore in imitation of their 
Mafters fallen Crown they fa ll or dent their 
Hats.

We have in this Paper, according to our ProniK, 
anfwer’d all the Queftions riKnrion’d in or 
two laft Mercuries, and refolve to contlni 
anfweringall Queftions whatever, that fowemif 
render our Undertaking perfedl.

This is to acquaint that Gentleman who writ tic 
Hidory of the Athenian Society, that his Letter whiA 
lb well charadlerizes thofe perfons who railrqn* 
rented him, mailacccording to his defire be blfif 
ed in our next Mercury.

» » The Poetical Mercury will be publiftu
May 24th.

a D t e r t t f e w e n t j J .

Qtiefl:. 10. G e n t le m e n , V e r y  la te ly  I  w a s t o ld  
o f  a  f lr a n g e  F a n c y ,  w h ic h  upon o b fs r v a t io n  I  
f i n d  t r u e ; t h a t  i s .  T h e  Jacobites h a v e  a g r e e d ,  
f o r  a  d ifi in g u ijh in g  M a r k  t o  w e a r  t h e ir  H a t s

Ifl The Double Defcent, a Poem, Price 6. d. 
^ ' “^ H e  Good O ld  C aufe : Or the DivfflJ 

X  Captain Chara(fferix’d. InaSermo* 
not preached, nor needful to be preacW ** 
any place fo properly as in a Camp. By 
Edmund H ic ky rin g ill RetTtor of the 
o l A S S a in ts to C o lche fie r, Both Printed iolf- 

Dunton  at the Raven  in the Touitrey.

fC r  Having bought of the late Undertaker ofthelf<* 
of the Learned his right to a Monthly Journal of BoA 
the faid Journal will be now carried on by a londu  
vine, (under the Title o fT b e  compleat Library, or 
the Ingenious, w h o  will coatinue it monthly, 
nine with this prelent Mar, ' —This Journal is to 

Sheets, 3 whereof will be allotted for original 
the other 4 for Hlftorical Accounts o f the choiceft 
printed in England, and in the Foreign Journals, and 
remaining x are to contain Notes on the memorable F ' 
(ages happening monthly, as alfo the State ofLearnal 
in the World j this will be the Authors conftant iretbô  1 
which he is obliged to profecute for feveral jufi I 
weighty reafons, (trc. —  At the end of every fix menj* I 
there will be added to this New Journal i  Alphabetic' 
Tables, one of the Books, and the ocher of the Matters-- 
In the firft J O U R N A L  will be inlcrred an Origird  
concerning the integrity and purity of the Htbrtw
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