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fli. 7

The Athenian Mercury

Naturfiat,

I 'Hether the prefent Hebrew Text, or
the TnnjUnon of the LXX, bs of
greater AniborUy ? if the H-b'ew,

nhj vess the I-TK. only, or moji commonly ut'd by theChrijii-

0s thefirSl joo;e.rrj' next after Chrijf, and always reftrrd
tiintbiSew Tekament ?

Qa,i. TImg) there be many vttrious readings in the Tran'
JUihns ofthe S. Scriptures, yet all agreeing in the (ubjtan-
liiltni DoHrinal part, whether it be nota clear EviJemeof
th; Authority and Truth of the Doiirine there delivered, tothe
Ctnfufion of the Atheifi ?

yinAn. The prefent Hebrew Text is of greateft A'uho-
nty, and the rx x was ul'ed beoanle the Greek Tongne
wes at that time belt underiftood by the Chriftiaiis;
Bur there is inthe Prefs a Dilcourfe concerning the In-
Uy tn.l Purity of the Hebrew Bible, wherein 'tis hoped
tre Querift may find as much latisfadlion as w'iil be

Quell.

psrit of a Treatife encitaled, 15 Complcat lltbratp,
thet will be publiflied for the Month ot May. And as
tothe li.~ejtion, 'tis likewife hoped he will find by
the Protemiwn, and body ol the aforelaid Difcourle we
fiwll have no need ot that laft Reliefagain!! Atheilin.

Quell. 3. 7 ilefireyour Sentiments on that paffage, Mar.
17. jz, q. where it is written, that the Graves opened,
ail the Saints arofe at the EaHhquilie, which was at our
Saviours Crucifixion ; andyet it fays again, that the Saints

»)i Cbm out of their Graves till after the Refurre™ion ?
N a joberfincere enquirer ; 7 have no booths but the Bible,
vhich according to a famous VoHor, is fufficient 3 but notwhh-
AiHing my jbber inquiry, 1 cannot underBand, that there
*ert anyglorified Saints before our blejfed Saviours Afcenfi-
or who Canonijid them « or whether they return'd to their
OfTcer, cr were their Bodies affumed into Heaven, or to
Mpiipurpofe did they appear, or what was their Errand and
>ar whether there is any Tradition in the Catholie({_
Church cfi?icfimy«™ that Miracle ?

Mr. Pool in his Synopfss Crhicorum, after having
'‘Qm;n'd rmny Opinions’ about this Text, tells us, that
N-Mitebews delign here was rather to relate the many
“1 miarng Miracles that hapned about that time, than
'he order and dlftinftion of the times in which the/
tell « nor does fuch a recital bring the truth ofthe

into quellion, no more than if any other Author

PerioT by bringing two different things into one re-
t«ion which are both truth, does make ’‘em contem-
porary.

The word Slept in the Text, means Perfons in the
~Meofp priEth, as isevident by70ther parallel placesin
A'Pturc, as LxMarus was faid to fleep when he was
” land Stephen was faid to fall afieef, when he was
Wudto Deathe Tlib>aliv A%whitisl exprelfion amongfi
: 'hen Authors, both Greek and Latin, thus Homer

aShi Pi7uv KotijdniiS.To yfiyasAorv'Tstov.
' quidem Lapjus dormivit ferreum Somnum. And Ca-

w lays, Nox eji perpetux una dormienda. — Our”Savi-

the firll-fruits from the dead, not the firftas

again to Life, for there were the Shunamites Son,
and many more, but he was the firft that role

>0 a material dead Body, and took it with himinto
for the Term Hwy Interpreters generally

A fthat twas ~trufalem, which was commonly called fo
~1; ®Jo-vs, becaufeofthe Holy Temple and iVorjhip of God
~ecn werein it:Sothat the meaning ofthe place is thus,

' nourSaviour fufTerd,there was a great Earthquake j

when hearol'e again from the dead, and had by

nitng ihow’d that he had overcome Death, he alfo rai-
ocher Holy perfons which were alfo dead, for
~greater mamfeftation of hisPower. Thus far we are
‘u,and we are inclin’d to believe, that thofe very per-
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fons which he rais'd dy’d no more, but after their appear-
ance afeended to Heaven, from feveral palTiges that we
meet with in the Fathers, That Cbriji dylccnded. alone, but
afeended to his Father with agreat muhitufe. ThusTwi-
deeus, Ignatius, Macarius, Ambrofe, Epipbanius, and otlierS
are ofthe fame Opi.nion j and iome prerend to tell who
they were, as Adam, ”~ob, others that tliey were Noii
Abraham and David; others again that they were fiwe-
on, Anna, Zachariast ~ohn the Bapiifii There’s a Book
call'd the Go)pel ot Nichodmus (a,Romilh Legend)
which gives you a more particular account ofthc-ir num-
ber, Gr'r. if you pleafe to believe it 5 Theophyld! indeed
believ'd, that when they had appear’d they went down
.again incothe Grave, but we find no bodyelfe of his
Opinion.

Quielft. 4. H'bether you have not given afigaal Demonfira-
tbn of your Capability of writing a Natural Hijiery, when
in a paragraph about the middle of your “uftification, 'its vi-
fibleyou cannot write truefence, as appears by the following
words, wherein there is no Principle Verb. Mer.Apr. 13d!
A Gentlemans Friend of our Society Travelling in the
Weft ofEngland, in a Valley betwixt two liigli Hills,
extending Eaftward and Weftward, the Sun juft fetting,
where there fell a Imall ftjower of Rain, which he af-
firms did by means of the Scituation of the place give the
uniirual Phenomenon of anentire Circular Rainbow,

Now I'll venture to hold a Mejs of Frumenty, to bejiow up-i
on the poor Society (which will be more edifying and better
underfioodby them, than one ofJus Nigrum) fl'ey laheyou to be
the Author ofthis ~"efiion. Pray rejolve this difiicult point
asfoon as may be.

Anfw. If you pleafe to fupply one Monofyllable which
the Printer left out, to wit,/<» betwixt and/»,
you'l find your Complement too hafty.

QiNeft. f. Plautus in his Amphitryo, introduces Sofia
Swearing by Hercules before he was borni Mr. Dr-d-n i»
his Play bearing the fame Title, gives a Coveieus*udge the
Name oj Gripus, which as we lahe it, is no Gjeeli Name,
but apparently referrs to the Englijh word Griping.
iVoich isthe moji excufable Error of thetw o ifor having to do
with perjons of their reputation,! dare not!ay which is the worji P

Anfw. Plautus \iv'6 loiy yearsaker Hercules, fotnac
the word being not only common, but perhaps in Vc/™ue.
he might utter it without overthinking in that Play, and
be no lefs a Man ( that is fubjedb to Error fometimes)
than our Modern Spartanes are. As for Mr. Dr-d-n, he
is not to be cenlurd, but the contrary, tor giving the
Name of Gripas to a Covetous Judge, fince the Greek
word Tdm fand TesipQ-, fignifies rete, a Net, or yeardrf,
pifeator, from whence the fre«cl>lay Griper, to Inarch3
This makes good our EngliOo Proverb of a Covetous
Man, to whom all's Fijh that comes into the Net.

Quell. 6. Gent. Pray give us the refolution ofthe following
NeilioninyouT next Mercury, beeaiife a confiderablt 1Vager
depends upon it, Whether are we to pronounce it Cleonifnes
or Cleomenes ?

Anfw. Mr. Dr-d-n in his Verfe pronounces it Ceomenes,
and not Cleomenes, and with all the reafon in the World,
for by this he does not only keepup the fofenefs of the
found, ( no mean Grace in Speech) but alfo Hicks to
the General Rule,

Si ultimajyllaba fit tonga, accentus eritin Antipenultima.
Now the Exception of Authority or Cuftom breaks not a
General Rule, unlefsthe Cuftom is General, but that the
Authority orCuftom of pronouncing me in Cleomenes fliorc
is not general,is very certain,fince 'tis notonly dilputable,
but perhaps thegreaterparty”ironounce it longaccordingto
the Greek accent jp/ in Euripides indeed is pronouac d more
for every one that unaerftands but a little Greek™
knows that i is fiiorc in the Penultima btfore all C”nlo.
nancs, few excepted, audfo 3KO0is a in ArtjtopHnes”



there’s airo hut a very few excepted, bofidesCuftom has
fecur’d any Change io their Exprefllon. A late *mbite
Author has done his Party but little Service by faying,
“ It wou'd certainly be very ridiculous to imagine, that
“inany Language words fhou'dbe differently proncun-

ced in Verfe trom what they are in Profe, ; but
he has not thiftly coiifidei-cd the Greek Language now
in difpute, 7Y its well known by every body that knows
Horner, Hejioi. &c. chicit wou'd he very r!diculrus to read
a Verfe in Homer™ as we do the Arguments of his Subjeds
which is writ in Prole.

Queft. 7. Pry nhxt reiithe rejjin of thofefdje
tirjwin Uji  Siturduu Afrcury™ finceyou hiivs x ceruin E-
nemy thit hxfimprovd 'em at an exira-.’x;"xnt rate ?

An[». The occafion of 'em wc have noted in an Ad-
vertilement in our Uft Mercury 5 the Original Copy
that went to the Prefs is in our Bookfellers hands as it
came from the Prefs without any aPeracioii, andw’care
not anfwerable for the blunders of the Printer, nor the
Malice ofour Adverfary, who has put in tendietderro-
rent, for ///fit ad errorem, to render us mo -e ridiculous,
th6é if he’d been,as flnirp as lie was willing to ex-
pofe us, he might have feena greater blunder in thele
Verfes than afalle t"iancky, v/f. Suiahras e”cii Aura,
the Winds, indead of /lures Ears. The Vetles were
thefe, and we defire the Reader to alter the other with
his Pen.

Omne petit Mctam propriam, molimina vercens
In Hhem Mom dignum, guk fallitur ulti6
Siftitaderrorem, nova bifque peiicia retentat.

Sic catulus titubat Sp.rrtanus in Ubei-a felis
Matre abfente lha, quoad ungula crimen acerbat.

Queft. 8. IfL:ther the Athenians had a Frenchman a-
mongji'emrpimthey tranjl-atei Marefcal/t Marfhal, in”ead
efa Firiner ?

Anfro, There’s not one of our Society ever faw that
Tranflition, or fo much asone tittle of the whole Book,
til! after it was publiftit.

Queft. 9. Wijeihcr Unguis, Unguiculus, and Ungula are
not ori®inaHy the fame f and Ttbich is mojl exprejjive ofa La-
cedemonian Cats fare ?

Anfw. The former part of theQueftion may bear an
Affirmative j as to the latter part, the Lacedemonian Cats
(as they tell us) are recromingenc, and couple prone
andfupine: Now we believe there are no fuch Animals,
but if there be, Un”uU is the proper'ftword to exprefs
a very dull, heavy paw.

Queft. 10. A Gentleman ofzreat worth both ofMind aud
Eilate, hath conceived a Motion (fhmthe Preaching ofa perfon
inthe Fleet) that our Saviour wilt come upon Earth inperfon,
and reign a thoufandyears, in which time all things Jhalt be
in common, and a 1”md equality among all perfons, and that
the precife time of this mighty Change will commence in the
year 16”7. TheOent.isin aperfeB way ofR.tformation, and
hath quite abandoned the common Pleafure oj life 3we coiid be
willing to comfort him could we be [atisjy'dof the waysyou
willdireH, or ofyour Opinion in the matter!*

Anfw. This is already anfwer’d in Vol. 4. Numb.™.
in a whole Mercury on that Subjeift.

Queft. 1 r. How the punijhing Temporal Sins with an E-
ternity of Torment confiSls with the infinite Suffice and Good-
nefs of the Divine Mature &

Anfw. God who owes nothing to any Man, and who
made all things for his Glory, can't be difappointed in
his defigns, he will be glorify’d either in our Happinefs
or Mifery 3 but this his Soveraignty and power are not
at all contradidlory to hisjuftice and Goodnefs, for he
has™enjoyn’d nothing, but what there’s the higheft Equi-
ty in Nature for.

If we confider after retributions, which is the Cafe
in the Queftion, his Juftice is yet more apparently figna),
in punifhing the obftinate with Eternal Torments. Tliere
are many reafons which will juftifie this dlfpenfation.

my freewill and Goodnefs, fliou’d fend to an amintd
rebellious Subjea, and aflure him by the ir.cft certain
cemonftracions that he was capable of veceivirg, tl4*rd
adopt him my heir to my Crown and Kingdom, if hed
butgratefully acknowledge it 5 ifnot, he ftwu'd l)e k
ms j\traindure, and be always (ubjtd to mal dilp'tci‘ure!
Now it inftead of complying “with my Gcodncis, sndh!?
own liitereft, he fhou’d fcorn my favour, an:' make
choice ofhis ftame and folly, wou’d it notbe juftinme
W give him his choice, nay rather wou'd it not be ir'.
ftice to do it ? Tis Man that ccndeirus himKkif, ro;
God 5 'tis Man rliat’s fo barbarous to liis own Sonl, :.d

matches dampation out ot the hands of God whilft heis
Intreated to forbear.

S- An infinite God is offended, therefore the pjnift.
menc ftiou’d be infinite. He that aflaults a
lerres not the fame puniftimenr as he that aftauLsa Kiil.

4. A Mm habituated to a vicious Life Wvau'dfin o.aw
Eternity ifhe were to carry a body about him Ib long:
%o that Eternal defires offinning have but an equal retii-

urion.

y. All fuch as make this plea, are either in earrdlor
no:Mifthey are in earneft, thcy’l fecure themielvcs; if
they’re in jeft, and look upon Hell ro be a Dream, ora
Chimera,"ora Flea-bite, they cai;’c fay they are hardly
dealt by if they undergo fuch a Height punilhmenc. Bat
we fhull add no more upon this Su'ojeiS, having largely
already handled this point inthofe 12 Numbers that cwrr
pleatbur sth. Volume, which were publiOi: laft Teurfiij.

Queft. 12, /7y ».«» Gods Anger hjndled againji Baluffl,
forgoing with the Princes  Moab, Nu.n. 22.22. wwnitii
is expredlyfxiJ, v. 20. that God came to him at Might, itidfiii,
if the men come to call thee, rijeup, andgo with them

Anfw. The preceding part of the Relation gives usa
Account chat the King of Moab had fent hefore tor Bm
Ixamto come and cnrfe Ifrael, but tiiae God wou'd not
permit him to go 3 and’twas upon a fecond Importunity
that God fufter’d it, yet with a provifo, Voe word ih:il
Jhill jay untothee, thatfi'slt thou do, v. z0. Now it apptai’
that Balaam, who is ellowhere ‘call’d a lover €] ile wipi
of Unrighteoufnefs, had a defign to alter the word «hgii
he fliou’d receive from the Lord,and order matters 1oa?»
fecure his Intereft and Promotion with tlie Kinguf.Vwfi
and hence it was that the Angel laid, Thy wayisfenat
before me 5ar.d put him in mind again of the refiriiftiofl fe
had before receiv’d in his Commilfioii, v. jy. Go
men, but the word that | fhalljpea™ unto thee, that
fpeak; So that thisis not any concradtdfion at all
Almighty, buta leprchenfion of BaUums CovetouJbek

who wow’d feign have bin curfing Ifrael for a little H»
nour and Riches.

Queft. 13. Gent. TiJHr Adverfaries have ac.juiinteii”™
H'orld that they wou'd expoje your Ignorance about FliutiUr
which they have endeavourd, but to no purpoje at
whole of their difeourfe Centers in this ( for ro nar. living
meke any noreofit) youf tid, that Horace was as
as Plautus, being guilty of Flattery and Oblceiuty
Iwotid feign know how this concludes thatyou wtre nare™
norant 0/Plautus than of Horace. n

Jylitfip. Our Adveilaries are out of their Element
conae to prove any (liin?, they meant ( when they threatned)”

they wou‘d make a nciltf at u(, which with all their Party
demooftration. ‘Tis plain, and we‘ll rclerr it to all the WorldO*

guilty otic tiian he, In/. 4. Ode”, addrcfling hiniieh
he begins with Div'ts one ; and there's almoil fuel',

I.  That an Eternity ofRewards is oppos'd to an Eter- incoKvivioi or thisin Cafina, *Suhc tKjivdit

nity of Punifhments5 and if fo, there’s as much Realon
to ask how God can be juft, and make fuch an unpro-
pordonable Recompence, as Eternal Happinefs for a few
temporary Services and an i -perfedl Obedience.

X. Eternal Punifhment is an ill Mans Choice, and to
enc that's willing there can be no injury, volenti nonfit
hjma. Suppofel’da Kingdom in pofieffion, and outof

tfolatfi tccajit. V. hether nny thtag in the Priapeiabe
than theic 2 SceneiiK Cifina. Sotiut ourCiiar"e A
particular, and tlieir‘s good in nothing unleSs it be an exceirc*
toaoHidle Sf#ryiiiilead of proving what they wnu‘J do :

{wle this weak effort was made againil us becauls w¥

their horrid nor.lenfical Traniiatiot! oikrliat trtfeuma f
Juv.Sat.8. near the end, fee the ift Qn N. i2. of'n't

tor their Threatsaboue the Di7/estm<St«i>, wc advilc'c®”
to their Conclufions a little better than they have yetdenc. ~
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