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I. let m  ^new i ’eS o/Religion
1 - ^  jo u  dre of, fince hy yoitr ar/w erstofev!- 

J L  rdl in your Mercuries you {have
jm  (elves Enemies to the truly found, Orthodox and holy
ebtreh eftahlifht ? • ^ . .-t. i.

Anh. We’ll endeavour to Ihow our felves true Church 
of£)̂ /4Bd-wf», byprotefling we heartily/pr^iw fo un- 
juft and uncljArit&He a Cenlure, and by our as boldly 
owning our tendernefs towards all good men, th6 in 
feme things of difteient Opinions. And we are lure 
^ e b ir i t y  and M tderdsm  are two main charafterifticks 

Church. Dut if  this be not enough, nor all we 
have formerly written, we’ ll now once for all fatisffe 
thisGenr, and the reft ot the Worl.i in this matter. 
The DoCfnne of the Church o f England we entirely 

otherw ile we cou’d not be Chri^ians, and ei- 
tbsr already have, or are ready to fublcribe roheryir- 
w/'r. taking all of ’em, as we are verily perfwaded, 
in the fame Sence which the Compilers intended. For 
her di(iipUne, we believe the Effem tals - f it , litu rg y  and 
Kp&tftcy, are agreeable to tiie Primitive Pattern, and 
tlieWoid o fG '5 , and hope we’re able to prove both, 
hr her RJtiuli, D r M i m ,  Sec. w'e are Hire they are the 
noftp f̂c? and pu^e chat anv Church in tl:c World now 
enjoys, and dare almoft add, or ever did: and there 
•re not two paj[iges in them which we wou’d deftre to 
have chang’d as to our osvn private (f^idgments, chA 
fcou’d the Authority and Wijdom of Church and State 
think fit to n.ake any more alterations as to words, 
•ndfmaller Ciraimftanccs, for the lake of Peace and 
Union, we ftiou’d think it our Duties modeftly and glad- 
lytofubmit to and embrace’em : There’s our ConjefioUf 
•ad let tne Bygots make the moft on’c they can.

Queft. i .  Whether a late Poet, who calls his Ptem  The 
Douale Detccnc, ought to be btUeved above other Poets and 
Psinurs ?

^f.Icannot be concladed the French will make a Def­
ine to make this Poets words good, or to convince us the 
Poem is excellent, and worth readir.g ; yet if we call ro 
mind a * PaKgyrick tliat the Archbiftop of Paris mado to 

tliat King, “ Wherein he applauds his break- 
*Printe<lat "‘ inghis Oaths to propagtte the Catholick 

u Religion, by compelling men to come in, 
*^{Luke 14.13.) to the heavenly Banquer, 

“ fhe Sacrament, with Fire and Sword, and by Dra- 
ffooniog to help God Almighty to a Croud o f New 

]|Convetts, that Heaven might rihg of this immortal 
man Lewii U Grand. I f  we conlider this, and that famed 

Pjftift® in the Speech which he repears fcvcral times to 
mu purpol'e, “  The Arms of this King that have 
 ̂ aftifted God and the Catholick Church lb far when 

ftood in need of it, may we hope one day be 
^imployedfor the King of England, who wants thefe 
 ̂pragoons to reduce his Subje^s to the Catholick Rc- 
i'gio i. This Speech difeovered a private League be- 

the and was therefore prohibieed be-
'•■■g printed in E n g lsn i, but notwithftanding the pro- 
•"mtioa ’twas privately handed about. Now if  we 
Jonlider all this, and that he has the I r i 'i to fpare,and one 
miend over with them, to fee this put in Execation, 

the lame ajf,fiance o f  the Jacobites ; We might be- 
J“ve this thdtiineto put the Archbilhops Prophecy 

foie is called by the CathoUcks) in execution by a 
fjJ'"'''*' never, had not the Vtfeat of the Erench

deprived ’em of all hopes of ever invading us; 
adds this Poet,

^Ppofe they ftou’d thro’ Clouds of Fire and Smoak 
from our Fleet —  thofe thundring Sons of Oak,

Rufti thr6, and make a bold attempt to Land 
Not only Horfeand Foot a numerous band,

Their proud uiurping Force wou'd quell}
But Women ignorant in Arms,
Dreadlefs of<^gers and of harms,
With Kitchen-Weapons Spit and Fork,

Wou’d do a deal o f murch ring work,
I f  thefe the Enemy repell,

'Tis fit they lliou’d the Glory fliare.
And each as badge of Honour wear,

Clofe by her fide a Frencbmant Nofe or & r.

Queft. 3. M am  Body in  7  years time being no more apart 
o f the then moving Mafs, but what wot [0 being jestter 'd a-  
broad, and moving in d i f  event Spheres: The ^ e f i i m  is . I f  
at Death the U fi Body w hich the Soul is  then pefiefs'd tf , 
be not refponfible for all the Sins committed by the dsjperjei 
mould btpore the U fi Body had a Being P

Anfw . That Man talks not much'ike a who
fuppofes the fame Man at different .\ges to have different 
Bodies —  M agis and minus its hoped make no tfen tia l 
difference, Man being as much the fame, cho’ his Bo­
dy fulfers never fo many alterations, while the Soul’s 
united to it}  nay, his Body, the fame Body, tho’ itluft’er 
augmentation or Diminution, (which indeed imply the 
fame Subjedf) as a River isihe fame, tho’ you can fhow 
no one place where the fame water continues fo much as 
one moment. Itsthen the Union of the Soul with any 
part or portion of matter which makesthe man be that 
matter lefsormore to which 'ch united} therefore it 
can never be properly faid while he’s alive, that his Bo­
dy is fcatcer’d, and moves in different places, becaule he 
carries his Body about with him, and it can be but in 
one place at one time. As to the Qieftion, Whether 
the U fi Body is nor accountable for the Sins o f the dij- 
perfed m o d i  before it l.ad a Being? It runsupon two 
moft ridiculous fuppoficions, one that the fame Man 
hasrwo Bodies, nay a hundred at this rate, i f  cheie’sa- 
nother Body every 7 years, many millions of men hu- 
ving liv’d more chan 700 years a-piece, one Body at 
home, and all the reft floating about in the Air, or 
no body knows where. T h e ii. Abtiirdicy is. that he 
fuppofes matter per(e, accountable, ora capable 
o f Rewards and Punijhments. There were no S in s  at 
all committed by rhe M m ld, taken alone, any more 
than by the M utton, Beef, or Tiirneps wnich compoled 
it; — — But by the Man there were, the Soul aid Body 
together, and he muft anfwer for 'em at whatever time 
hecommited ’em. He adds, I f  the whole M a f were in  
one Body that belong’d to an old Liver, w ouJ i t  not m.ti ê 
a m sfi Gygantic^ heap o f  Blejh and Bluoi d We anfwer, 
Undoubtedly it woii’d, much bigger than any of the 
Gyanrs before the Flood, nay perhaps as large as' the 
Rabbi’s fancy Og King of B a ffin , whom they make at 
Icaftas tall as Monument: but th6 we know not the 
precife Stature or Standard, according to which wejfhall 
appear in a better World, yet there’s no need of fucha 
monftrous hignefs, fir.ce much lefs will fuffice to com- 
pofethe Body o f a Man, and of the fame Man, which 
may be done out of fome part o f his former matter, or 
perhaps any other.

Queft. 4. U'Toeiher enchfing d Common F ield , and con­
verting o f it  from Arable to Pafture,fre for the pubtich Advan­
tage, or otberw ife; and whether ( competent pTwifion be- 
ing made for the poor Cottyers) it  be any ways againfi 
the Laws o f G od, feme hazing (erupted it  a sfu ch ?

A n fw . The Queftion o f  Enclofures we hud very 
much agitated by all thofe who have writ concwmng 
the Imprffvment of Land. The largeft Enclofu re we es-er 
heard or read any where mention d, ^
by $iv W illia m  P ----- in his Political Areth/jetick, Ta

bavt
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h i v e  a f f 'd l  (firried round London, Ipcluding 
& c . and many thoul'and Acres o f Land which he thinks 
wou'd he vaft profit to the tiaierta'iers^ and fo we nrav 
believe wIkii ’cis accomplHh’d. However, in general, 
thA nothing can be dearer than that Enchfures arc of 
Vaft advantage to the owners, a piece of ground let­
ting for twice, j  times, lo  times the rate when en- 
cloled that it does while *tis open, yet it leems not at firft 
glance fo ealic to find the realon o f )b vaft a difierence j fir  
how comes ahttlc Hedge between to make one Cde'of a 
f i e l i  worth ten times more than the other ? tho’ un­
doubtedly this proceeds partly from the greater rvam th, 
partly from the n u r.u n o^  thofe Bsu/isj their Fodder  ̂
&c. which are kept in ib narrow a. room. But tho’ 
this b e o f fenfible and undoubted advantage to private 
owners, its much queftion’d whether it be fo to the 
CommonweuUh in general, and moft are o f a contrary 
Opinion, to which we allb encline. The reafon back’d 
with experience, is, That Endofures certainly depopulate, 
there being Infiances to be given where an open Field. 
having bin enclos’d by the Lords, the Town upon it has 
decreas’d almofi half in half a hundred years, both as 
t o  Houjes and Inhabitants. Still the Queftion is, how 
this .comes _ to pa6 j (or what Influence one wou’d 
think ftiou’d four or five long Hedges h zv e  upon C h riji. 
Kings and Burials', but befides that, there’s no realon 
valid  againft indubitable matter of Fizc?, we may make 
aftiift here to find a reafon for this decreal’e of Inhabi­
tants on Eiiclofures. There’s no Encouragement for men 
to marry when theie’s no work for ’em, and Papure 
keeps much fewer men employ’d than Arahle, (unfelsa 
little for Hedging at firft ) fince, as my Lord Bacon ob- 
ferves, one Skphe/d  and his Dog can manage a thou- 
land times as many Acres of Pafturc, as oi e n un  can 
o f  Arable, With a little Gotn a Countrey-man may 
maintain his Family, may keep Poultrey, Swine, &c. 
which he can’t do where there’s none, therefore muft 
continue unmarry .f, be a Servam  there, or remove to 
another place. Befldc ,̂ the moie’s the pity, the Cotty- 
m  aie oftentimes well provided for before thele Enclo- 
]utes are made, but for the moft part very poorly at- 
te. wards. On the whole, till we fee other reafens 
brought to the contrary, and this reajon and F a d  an- 
fwer’d, we muft ftiJl think Endofures no advantage to 
the Community, tho’ they undoubtedly are very much fo 
to private peiTous: For it the ftrength of a Nation 
confifts in tl’.e multitude o f  pzopie, that muft extreamly 
weaken it which fo vifibly depopulates and lellens their 
number.

Qneft. f. Whether the happy N ew s o f our ViSlory over the 
French FU et, won't be the greaufl means for fettling tbe 
m in d sofju ch  Perjens as thir.li tbe icing's Taxes a little  too 
hard upon 'em.

A njw . That there have been fome fuch Perfons, we 
are too well afliir’d ; but what Reafons they had for 
their Dilcontems, themlelves nor any body elfe never 
yet knew, that was acquainted with this Maxim, of two 
evils cboofe the leaji. To pay fome Moneys cowards the 
carrying on the War againft the Enemies of our Reli- 
gion and Liberties, is a little uneafie if  compar’d with 
paying none i but to pay fome Moneys is a very eafie 
Task} i f  compar’d to the lofs of all chats dear to us. 
Affairs w-ere brought to this head, that either we muft 
disburfe or be ruin’d } now for a Man to ftand arguing 
the Point, like a Child that can’t tell w hether tochoofo 
a Rattle or a Diamond-Stone, is certainly a fign o f great 
weaknefs. His Majefty had the fame Defign the laft 
Summer, and ’twas not his Fault that it was not eifedi- 
ed } and cou’d the French have declin’d fighting this 
Summer, you may be afflir’d we ftiou’d have had the 
tame Wild-Goofe-Chafe after them again, but they 
knew i f  they fought us not, we ffiou’d make other ule 
of our Fleet, which wou’d be as much to their difad- 
vantage. What eflfedi this muft have upon the Peace 
betwixt the r«r  ̂ aiid Emperour, is eafie to deter­
mine ; as alio that the Ruine of Lew is, and the filence 
o f  th e  Jacobites, is not very far off, nor hard to be ef- 
feded, and by confequence that there mnft be a greater 
Profped of E«//aads Happinefs, both as to Religion, 
Laws, Merchandife and Common Trading, than eyev  
yet has been j and if  fo, our Murmurers muft be aftiam’d 
that they are made happy againft their Wills.

Q u e ft. 6 . m a t meint PerCus hy tbe m  ccr.cluiirr 
fes c f  bis U a  Satyr  ̂  ̂^

d e p u n g e u b i S if ta m ;
Inventus Chryfippe ! tui finitor tcerve.

Antw . We muft confefs we arealmoft oftheF«hrj 
mind, who when he cou’d not wider(iand that old enhiu 

fell a ftamping upon him. But becaufe theOut. 
rift will fcarce be contented w’ith fuch an Aniwer »e 
muft guefs at his meaning, as others have done before os. 
V/e lee no reafon then why that Interpreiaiicn Iboud 
not be erne —  that the Poet here alludes to thatafe. 
tion of the Stoic^s ( among whom Ckryfppus is Jcuota 
to be famous ) that one G rain  makes a heap, fix it wh« 
you will —  accordingly, fays tne Poet, who was Stoial
enough----- depunge ubi fijiam ,8cc. appoint where I fej
give over,being at that time the laft of the Stoical Writers

0^ The Queftion? concerning War amongft Chriftiaa 
Princes, Trees of Knowledge, form of the Serpm 
in Paradice, Athenians Vindication, Confla|ratioQ 
of Sodom, S ic . ftiall be all anfwered next Samiif.

We have receiv’d a Letter from the Author of tiit 
H is r O R T  O F  T H E  A T H E N lA f^  S 0CIET7, »h«i 
being too long to infert in our Mercury, our Book- 
feller has R efo lvd  to rake another Courfe, loj 
Print it in his next Monthly ^ournaly where fudi 
as pleafe to perufe it, will find lomething very off 
and diverting.

(!?►  This is to give NoNce that the Members of tiie 
ATHENIAN SOCIETY, defign fpeedily to «■  
view all they have written in their feveral f ’olm, 
and where they find any Miftakes, or Anfwtrsde- 
fedlive C occafioned at any time by the unavoiibie 
Abfence of lome of their Members, or by thatPe- 
fon who was lately Excluded their Society) tbefl 
reifiifie all Miftakes themfelves in the Nadwt 
that are to compleat their 7th. Volume, that k 
their Qtierifts may not at any time be led into Er­
rors hy the mifreprefontation of any malitious Per* 
ions, nor their Undertaking be any wayes imperjiS.

S l & t e r t i f e m c n t j s .

T ru th  ftated and vindicated: 
V J  wherein fome o f Dr. Crifp^s Opini- 

are confidered, and the oppofite Truths are 
plainly ftated and confirmed. By 
W illiam s. Printed for John Dunton at 
ven in the Ponltrey.

aSove-menrion’d Book the Reader is defiredM 
correct thefe following material Errata's, which 
omitted in the laft Mercury, for want o f room to iakr* 
em.
_ In the4rU eaf ofthe Epiftle. L 2 i.fo r  fdflr-
imperfed Faith, p. 74. / .. 8. for m i p  be, r. m ip  m i it.i j — t

I Volume of̂  the Athenian Mercury, is 
. 1  publifh’d, refolvihg all the moft Nice and C*'

noas Queftions, Propos’d by the Ingenious of 
Sex. from Saturday. 7 /X I— TL-.//...

. uy me inge.iious 01
from Saturday, Jan. 30. to Taejday, May 10. i6fh 

1 rice 1  s. 6 d. This 6th. Volume is neatly done up ® 
Marble Paper, with a General Title, Preface and 
to It. Printed for John Dunton at the Raven in the
.•Auiuii. i  oj t i ,  wun a uenerai iitle. Preface ano 
to It. Printed for John Dunton at the Raven in the 
trey .- Where is to be had the Entire Sett o f the dAe"' 
-w Mercuries (  and the Supplements to ’em ) for th«Y<»r 
1 r . ( or fingle ones to this time. )

03. The Double Dcfcent, a Poem delcribing both 
vai'ons. Price 6  d.

I&  rte Good O ld Cdufe, or the Divine Captain Ct**" 
raCterized : In a Sermon not Preach'd, nor needfully 
M  Preach d in any place lb properly as a Camp* 
Edm und Hicl^erittgiU, Redlor of the Re<ftory of Ali-SaJ  
in ColcbeSier, both Printed for J .  Dunton at the K4Vf*' 
the Poultrey.
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