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The Athenian Mercury
^ a tu ro a t, Majt 28. 1692.

‘ Hether a  W at be kvefu l m ong Chri- 
ftiAtt PrinceSy fince the DoHrine ef 
our S iviour [Aithy Love your Ene^ 

met, tnd frsy for them that defpitefuUy ufe you.
An(w. By our private Capacities we are to Love 

CUT Neighbours, to pray for all men, to be pitiful, 
lad love as Brethren, ftanding in that relation to our 
Creator, who makes the Sun to (hine U]wn all. We 
ire to bear tolerable injuries, as the detijjreful ufage 
of a Box or two on the Ear, or a fmall Lois, and en­
deavour to be at peace with all men, if poflible, and 
fiagive thofe that Trefpafs againft us, and ufe all the 
oettiods of accommodation to be reconciled to our 
Encmiet. However, thefe Commands are not Exclu- 
Ihe of the great Command, the Duty o f Magtftratcs, 
who are to follow the Methods o f the Law to punifh 
Ofenders proportionable to their Crimes: And it is 
oot unmerciful to inflict that upon Criminals, either 
fcycheLaw of Nature, which is the Law of God, or 
of Mao, according to the Nature of the_ Wrong. 
Now thofe Princes who deliver whole Nations from 
Tyranny and Slavery, the fooner they effeil fuch de­
liverance, the greater is the Compaffion j and fuch 
merciful God-lil{e l^inge manage their Vidories not like 
the barbarous L e v k  the XIV. in his dragooninfi Con- 
'^on, or his AUye in the bloody fA cobite Affixes in 
t« Weft; But their methods are to fettle thole Nati- 

they rcfcue, in fuch a Condition as the Nature of 
their wrong requires, that they may be out of dan- 
?r 0} Tyranny. That Prince only anlwers the end of 
fit® great Truft repofed in him by God and Man, who 
prefirves his People at home by their Laws, and goes 
^  wd fights their Battles abroad.

Qieft. z. fort of Treef were t h  Trees o f I^now- 
A tid E vilf and the Tree o f Life ^

We believe that thefe Trees were Sacramen- 
fitl* and vifible Signs o f the Covenant between God 
*nd Adiniy but not fpecifically different from other 
common Trees j as the Water ufed in Baptifm is call’d 

H'iter of Regeneraiioiiy yet ’ti$ like other Water, on­
ly different in its ends: Thus one of thefe Trees was 
* l̂d the Tree 6f t/;e if^nowledge c j  Good and E v il, from 
file Good or Evil depending upon the not eating, or 

of i t } the obferving or not obferving the Com- 
Jttnds of God. As tor the Tree of Life, ’twas alio 
^ramental, and a ftanding Sign e f  the Covenant on 
Gods parr, that if Adam  obey’d he fliou’d live for 

We might add, thd not in the Queftioa, that 
"Jen’tis faid that was driven out o f Paradife, 
^  a Flaming Sword guarded the Tree of Life that he 
•*md noteat thereof, it fignifies only thus, That A -  
^  was driven away from his pretenfions and Claim 

fie had to the Tree of Life whilft Obedient, and 
^ n fe  he had broke his part, the Covenant on Gods 
“de Was no longer Obligatory ; but inftead o f that 

token of his flaming Wrath and Difplealure was 
jjfiibited and held forth to guilty Adam. In ftiort, 
Ta eafie to prove chat all theie Texts are not literal, 
‘*®rthat Adam after his Fall was locally expell’d out of 

place, or forbid to eat fpecifically. o f any Tree, 
^en that which was the Tree of Life, but Sacramen- 

1. Becaufe A 4<im was not at firft forbidden to 
^cof the Tree of Life, but the Tree of Knowledge of 

.5vil : So that the Tree o f  Life was common 
to him before his Fall, we mean as a Tree of 
and Nourilhmenc j now if the Effedl had not been 

■̂ ■ atnental, he had immortaliz’d himfelf before his 
^  1. If the Tree o f Life had hoc been really Sacra- 
^ntal and the Flaming Sword Metaphoric^, then 

been the fame thing to all A dam s Poftericy. We

are all kept from this Tree as Adam  was, biit ’tis well 
known there’s no fuch place in the World where 
there is a Flaming Sword, tho’ we are certain we know 
the very place of Paradice (where Adam  liv’d ) now 
is. We find no mention made of fuch a Sword or 
Tree of Life by Adam s Children, or any o f  the Pa­
triarchs before the Flood j nor that Cain after be flew 
his Brother made any Attempt to participate o f it when 
he fear’d Death from every hand : we cou’d add many 
more Arguments to this effedl, which fully convince us 
chat all thefe Trees were common Natural Trees, and 
only Sacramental in their effeits, 16 long as the firft 
Covenant was unbroken, and that afterwards they were 
the fame in every relpeit, as our ordinary fruit-trees 
are at this day.

Queft. J. O f what Form wag the Serpent in Paradife, 
and whether fuch a fort of Creature were not more i{f{ely to 
frighten, than tempt Eve >

A njw . To tempt a Woman it is reafonable to Conje- 
(fture it had a Mans Face, for rliere are fuch Serpents 
in M adugafur j but there is no necelCty to imagino 
that, or that it had Feet, for by a Motion and Curie 
of the Tail it might ereft it felf withotit Feet, and 
reach the fruit o f the Trees, efijs Creature being beau­
tiful with a Skin variegated with preitv Colouis, al- 
fo having a Natural Subtilcy above the other Creatui es, 
’twas a proper Inftrument for the Devil to make ufe of, 
who might very probably tell her ftr.d itsO.gaos .liat 
it had obtain’d the gift of fpeaking by eating of the 
forbidden fruit, whereupon E ve  might probably be­
lieve it might be fo i becaule neither th?s Creature, 
nor any other that were named by Adam  could fpeak: 
and file might farther conclude it muft be true, that i f  
this forbidden fruit had the Vertue to endue a Creature 
with Speech and P-cafon, it would urqueftionably tur- 
niflj her and her Husband Adam  with a fuperlative rea- 
fon, even to attain fo much Knowledge, as that they 
both fliould be as wife as Gods, and upon this pre- 
fumption Ihe might be perfwaded to eat, and draw in 
her Husband.

Queft. 4. Notwithftanding you bine convinc'd (uch aa 
had the Curiofiiy to examine the Original Copy left at your 
Bockfellers, that the Printer bad put in f v e  lin ts  that w m  
fcratcht outiaSlead of fiv e  other s , where a Mete of referince 
wag made in  the fame Paper, that there » yet in thofe that 
were la S  inferted falfe Latin, Nonfence and a falfe •^ a n -  
tity in  Atheos, (you having made the f ir j i  fyUable Jhon ) 
eg alfo two or three more Faults, you’d do w ell to clear your 
felves ofthisfecond Charge.

A n fw . As for the Slander of thofe perfoas that have 
endeavour’d tomifreprefent us, they have manag’d the 
Quarrel with fo much Malice and Faljhood, where they 
cou’d have no hold of us, that they have fo far loft 
their Reputation, that their Charge againft us is rather 
an Elegy and Commendation, than the contrary: So that 
we need not be concern’d at any further Attempts a- 
gainft us. Thofe that have a better Opinion of ’em , 
willfoon fee ’em publiclily expos'd in luch a Drefs, that’  
they will alfo change their Opinions, and be of the 
Judgment of the f o l^  part of Manliind. As to this laft 
Charge, we fhall yet once more clear our felv«. Non- 
fence, fa lfe Latin, and two or three more faults, done 
at all affedf us, by faying that we are guilty of >m, 
and not producing the places where j for as we ihall 
never defire 'em to Ipare us, fo kis 
their Malice wou’d have noted tl^ places, if there had 
bwnanys abate peremptory aflertion proves nothing 
where an Enemy Ipeaks, but rather that what m  fays 
is felfc, fince he dares net paruculanze, ror fear of
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feting found dut. As for a in Jtheof^ as we faid be­
fore that it was ffiort, fo we yet continue to fay fo, 
notwithftanding their Aflertion to the contrary, ’tis 
OriginalJy a Creek Word <s6tof, and every one that 
Icnows a little Greek, alfo knows that « in the Antipt- 
itultima is  fhort before a ll Ccnforunis ■' We meet with only 
two before theta in the Greek Tongue that are except­
ed, viif. and we fliall be oblig’d to
any one that can Ihow us any more j ( and here by the 
by we defire the Reader to read penuUbnA inftead of an- 
tipenttliimi in the Queftion about Cleomenes.)  And now 
let our Adverfaries produce their Authorities for atheosy 
where a is ufed long either in Greek or any good La­
tin Author: And as tor the other Charges which came 
along with this, we hope they’l be lb kind to their own 
Shipwrackc Reputation, as to make ’em out, or own their 
balenefs and difingenuity.

M et ( f  Eternal Fifty  was really meant by and linijj 
to the Wicked in Sodom and Gm orraby and of fuch 
can’t doubt but the Paflage is litterally true.

W e have in this Paper ( according toonr 
Promife ) AnfwerM all the QueftioDs 
mention’d in our tiro la fi Mercartes^ and 
refolve to continue Anfwcring aS 

fiions whatever, tha' we may render 
our Undertaking perfeSl.

There are certain Memoirs come to our Hands abone 
the Lives bt Mr. B . and his Friend, which ou; oea 
Saturdays Advetcifemeuts fhalltell the World wte 
Ule is dejip^n'd to be made of ’em.

Queft. y. fV ltii's  the meanings of the joUoveing Verfesy 
they being often us’d by thefe that je t  up for the greateft 
Wits in  Town ?  'Tis fuppos’ d they muji be femething ex­
traordinary, that the ^ept wiU bear fo long ?

The Lady's ^ e jU o n s  fliall be Anfwer’d next Taf 
day.

Tacitus pafei fi pofiet Cervus, habrrer.
Plus dapis, &  rixat muko minks, iuvidiJEqj

THis is to give Notice that T H E  70U N G  STI- 
D E N T S  l l b R  -R T  v ill be readyto be deliva'd 

to the SU3SCRIBER> either Bound or in Ĉ ires da 
6th, Day of next and not before.

Anftn. ’Tis level’d at'an hone^ Boof^seUer in Town, 
by the very fame Perfons that thought to affront him 
with the Sculpture of a Raven and an O w l,  but as 
then the Affront retorted upon themfelves by the im­
pertinent filly Motto they cy’d to it, vi^. Par pari. 
B irds of a Feather 5 which fhows ’em well skill’d in 
Pairing ; fo here for the fake of Corvus, which is a 
little liker to a Raven than an Owl, thev have huddled 
in a Couple of Verfes that are as Impertinent as ( but 
much more ridiculous than) Par pari. The meaning 
o f the Verles is, That i f  Corvus ( the Perfin repre- 
fented ) would deal under hand w ith  ’em, be (hould have 
better Fare, lefs Scolding and Envr. A  little ParapSrafe 
wou’d Ihow what an unfealonabic Jeft this is : Firfi as to 
P lu s  djpisy ( more Dainties ) it as ill < omes •. ut of the 
Mouth of fuch as receive their d.iiJy Bre»d from Cor­
vus and thofe of .his Proftflion, as any thing in Na­
ture can do 5 as for rixte, ( Scolding ) 'tis one ol the 
Efiential Qualifications o f thefe Gentlemen, and tis e- 
gregioufly known under their own hands, that they 
are great Proficients at it, and by this Infertion ’tis 
plain they threaten to continue in fuch a commenda­
ble Qualification; without they are Brib’d to the con­
trary : As to in v id ia , ( Envy, alias Interloping ) that’s 
as foolifii as the reft, ( thd Horace they fay is their 
Patron) for why they fliou’d Envy fuch a poor de- 
fpicable Corvus, whofe plus dapis is dependant ( as they 
have idly inferr’tl ) upon their difingenuity, is certain­
ly a greater Riddle than a Jeft to ail Men. This in 
general from a Charadier of their own choofing j as 
to a more particular Perfoual one, our Bookfeller will 
fpeak further amongft his Advertifements.

B O O K S  N ervly Vublifhel

■“IT" He S ixth  f^olnme o f the Athenism M irth  

I  ry  is now Publilh’d  ̂ Rdblving allihe 
moft N ice and Carious Q^fHons Piopofedby 
the Ingetfioits o f either Sex, om Saturday,
30. CO Tuefday 10. i6 p z . Price 
This S ixth  Volume is neatly done up in Marik, 

Papery with a General T itk y  Preface and k’ 

d tx  to it. Piintcd for John Dm ton, at the 
Raven in the Poakrey ; where is to be had tlic 
entire Sett o f the Athenian Merenriesy (sod 
the Sapplements to  ’em ) for the Year 1691- 

(  or fiugle ones to this time. )

^  / ^ O fp e l T ru th  flated and vindicated;
V J  wherein fome o f D r. Crifp^s OpiDi* 

are confidered, and the oppofitc Truths art 
plainly ftated and confirmed. By 
W illiam s. Printed for John 

•ven in the Poakrey.

Queft, 6. Were a ll thofe Perfons Damn'd, who were 
b u n t  in  the Conflagration 0/Sodom, and the adjoining Ci- 
ties , beeauje S t. Jude Epifl. v. 7. fays, They fuffered the 
Vengeance of Eternal Fire?

A nfw . Thfi Judge of the whole World, fliall he not 
do righfeoufly, or underfland as well as a Man? No 
doubt fome good People were drowned in the Deluge, 
and fo might there be fome in Sodom under the Number 
of ten, and there is no more Injuflice in deftroying the 
righteous or innccent Children, with their Parents, 
than in inflicting Dileafes on them here, g$ ĉ. to the 
punifhmcnc of their Parents minds in this life. The 
righteous may fliare in a common Calamity, and fuffer a 
temporal Death, with and for the fins of the Wicked, 
who draw down Judgments 3 yet if  God doth not think 
fit CO feal, and fecure them from the outward ftroke, 
as he forretimes doth, y n  they are fecure as to their 
better part in another life. Some are perfwaded that 
Lot was the only righteous Man in thofe Cities ( mean­
ing Perfons at the Years ofDifcretion ) but whether it 
was fo or no, ’tis certain that place fuffering the Venge-

The Doable D efco it. A Poem dcfcH* 
bing both Invafions. Price  6 d.

o3 *TH e aeod O ld  C anfe: Or the DW\̂  

Captain Cbara< f̂eriz’d. InaSermo*'
.  . . - . . . - L C J  ________________ J f  1 - t  ______ t1

A  v./ci îaiu «...ik:uiawLcrijc. u . inaciciHiv
not preached, nor needful to be preach’d 
any place fo properly as in a Camp. Byuiiy p iacc 10 p rop erly  as in a cam p. 
Edmund H ickgringiU  Retfor of the 
o f  A ll S a in rt in C’ ’nlfU0(l-pv • T5/̂ rIi priOtf”of A ll Saints in CoUhejier : Both i*- 
for John Dunton at the Raven in the Poakrey-

TWo Treatifes concerning the Divine Light. The 
being an Anfwer to a Letter ©fa learned 

which he is pleafed to call, A J u f i  R ep reu rflo n io W .
Norris for his Unju[l Reflexions on the iiu a iifr ,
B t ^  E n titu ltd , Refleiftions upon the Conduct of Hunsj* 
Liti?, tsy’ c. The Second being a Difeonrie concernir?^ 
GrofTnefs of the Quakers Notion oi the Light 
with their Conftifion and Inconfiftency in Exp'ai'ji^|\ 
By J o h n  N O R R IS , M.A. Priottd tor 
the BUcIi B u ll in Cornbill, near the Royal Exchange, k r  
Price Bound i s.
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