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The Athenian Mercury:

fifcaturaa™,

kIl T T Hie is the Sin a”ainjf the
Gbhoji?
Anfw. The largeft Defcripti-
ow have any wheifof it, is inthe ii. St. Mm.
VIfhmjm | fiy unto y«a, all manner of Sin ana B.'af-
be ferpves unto men, but the BUfphemy againji
t Hrif GboS Jhall not be forgiven unto men.-——- And
y'rjer fpeihetb a word againji the Son of mn it fkall
iKjfwil him, but whojoever fpea{eth aga--ji the Holy
Hf, n Ihdll ot be forgiven him, neither in this ff orld,
Mthe H'orld to come', — wherein occur three
‘Api\I>i~culues\  r. What's meant by the or
iIdiOly againft the Ho/y Ghojt, 2. What'’s intend-
Bfits being/wwr /orgfi/en.  And 3. V/hat by thele
tordiors, neither in  this ff'orld, nor t/se Ik'or'.i to

Holy

.I”*eare many Opinions concerning this Sin: Some
N to every 5/« again!l our own Cor.feientes, but
aallJ/w Ib, are all Sins befides rhofe
that to the conviefion o four Confdence muft be ad-
7 of Malice----- but it feems Bavid's Sin againft
wluded both, for here was Com/icUon, Delibera-
W wiw, and Malice Forethought, joyn’d too with the
-ot Ugrjthude, yet none doubt of his Repentance
dmvemfs'. Some think ’tis finning after Bapiifm,
1 *vYermoutd befav’d ?0thers, that'ris d-«//n"the
iintkr Perfecuiion, as the Novatians, but then St.
himfelf had committed it. Laftly, Others believe
obftinate, malicious oppoling the manifeft
of God by his Holy Spirit, in miraculous
~wonders, attributing’em to the Devil, asthe
here did, and wilfully and refolutely doing
Mo the Spirit of God, as in the Hebrews. And
we incline to rather than any other, lie*
plainly confirm’d by the whole fcope of
f'A-~ff'herefore, fays our Saviour, referring to
“ *wt before of the Phartfees, all manner of Sin
foall beforgiven, &c. Now what Sin, what
wes that which our Savionr h-d bin before
of, and accuftng the Pharifees for ? If we can
we need make no great doubt but we (hall
nod this Sin againft the Holy Ghoft, but this
their attributing the of Gods Spirit
“uevii® thA they knew the contrary. This ap-
y« with greater Light from the fame palfage,
He thatJhall bUfpkeme againji the Holy
ttner forgivenefs, but is in danger of eternal
Becaule tliey faid, He hath an Unclean Spi-
toothing can be more clear than that the
N QSin was laying, our Saviour had an Unclean
attributing wlut he plainly wrought by God'’s
Spirit, and this againft
"Mtes of their own Confciences, with Objiinancy
And this no doubt was the higheft Calum-
or Blalphemy, that cou’d be either inven-
‘confound the Author of with the

0 Sence inwhich themoftLearn-
and others, underftand this

S jod this Sin, it is judlv giicftion’d by them
Y pofliblc for any man to
they generally conclude in the

there are not now fuch miraetdoua
oppos'd and refijled. There's yee ano-
hears hardeft againft that

laft recited, and are our lelves in-
Va ‘e, and that is, — That 'tis not pojfiblefor
' beyer to Sin mMicmjly againil what he clearly
«theWtu i * bounded wc fuppoie on that Maxim,
H always neceflarily follows the laft Dichtes

'v-iLf
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of the pradl’cal ImelleSf. Butto this its anfwer’d, That
Ifa Mia miy notfufpend this aHing of his m il after
ne IS fully and particularly convinc’d in his Under/iand-
ittg, as lome not improbably hold, yet it's certain
Char the L.tel eft ic ielf may be warpt and byafsd,
and perfwai.e em to aft in this or that particular. Fro
Die O ' nunc, as ftie Schoolmen fay, contrary to their
more fobe- general judgment, by not adverting to the
motives and Arguments which fiiou'd Induce’em to de-
termine on the right fide. Thu. here, tho’ feme of
tnele Pnarilees were in general convinc’d bypirt/V«/jr
tr.jUnces too dear to e deny'd, That cur Sa-4 mufs
worfAf~ proceeded from Gods Spirit, yet they either luf-
pendc. thtAH of their Wills, wliich (hou'd immediately
have.embracd them, or adverted fo much to carnal ?«-
rfw, their own Grandeur, which they faw waslclFen’d
by what he taught, that in this panicular their Judg-
ments were byafs'd to the contrary, and accordingly they
contradied ana blafphem'd, no cfoubr finn'd againft the
clear Light of Confcience, and Cnn'd malicioujly and
blifphemsujly, oppofing what they were forc’'d to confeis
the Finger ofGod.

The irf.Knotis in tbofe words, JilidW never be forgi-
ven, This fome interpret only of the great Difficulty,
not abjolute impoffiibility of their fergivenefs 5 but St. Marf*
carries it beyond any fach mitigaiton, plainly mention-
ing, Eternal Damnation. Its true, our TranjUtion only
has it. Shall be in danger of Eternal Damnation, but ‘iis
clearer in the Original, which ufes the word
a-kin to 1™nhj in Latin, fignifying guilty, obnoxious to
fuch or luch a punifliraent — as in the fifth of Sr.
Matihew, where ’tis often ufed ----- In danger of tbe
~uigmnt, in danger of the Council, of Hell-fire---—-- that
is, his Crime delervcs thefe Funifhments, and (hall con-
fequently fufFer them in the prelenc cafe; for if they
zve neve.-forgiven, neither will their puniftiments be fo.
Which leads ro the 3J. Difficulty, in thefe words.
Neither in this iVorld nor that to come. Hence the Pa-
pifts wou’d fain fetch their Purgatory, there being fome
Sins which they pretend are to ~ forgiven in the
World to come j but this St. Marii clears, explaining it,
by beingnever forgiven, but endangering or renming
obnoxious to Eternal Damnation. It's not improbable
that the Papids might indeed build their Purgatory
out of theRulnes ot an old Jewifli Tradition, that the
Sins of all Ifraelitet, except Doig and two or three
more, fhoald be forgiven m futuro freculo, in the World
ta come, though they were not in this. Our Saviour
heredifeourfes em according to their own Supposition,
and cucts offall hope from 'em, by alTuring 'em that nei-
ther here nor there fuch Bla\pbemies ftiou’d obtain Forgive-
nejs, which is far enough from fo much as fuppofing that
any Sin ftiou'd be there forgiven, though it may fup-
pofethe Pharifees thought fo, but thisof all Sins: Nor
have we any more reafon to embrace one of their
Traditions than another, Purgatory any more than Pn-
exiftence, the latter of whichV e are fure they believ'd,
whatever they did by the former. And thus much of
thisnoble A ejliin, ofwhich more hereafter.

Qiieft. 2. Toere areagreat many very excellent sShi?s,
written by feveral Learned and pina men in our own Lan~
giage to reform Manliind, juch as Praftical Chriftianity,
Duty of Servants, Winters Evening Conference, O'c.
But the mifehiej is, they are Itafl “wow to thoje who are
noji concern'd: Quere, How Piall this be reme-
d/di*

Artfw. We don't doubt but our old >"eTtJt included
the fFhole Duty o] Man in his (s'c. but think he had
better inibteed that and nade an O'c. of all the reft, the

they are Books excellently ufsful in their feveral kin?s;
or
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for this Author includes all that’s necefiary to be known
land believed almoft for all Conditionsj Ms cheap,'zis
f~rwivk, and juftly and univerfally valu’d. But for thole
w'ho have more time, leifure, and Afoufy, they wou’'d
do well to get the reft here mention'd, efpecially that oi
the If'i/itee-Eveftifigs Conference, one of the moft Ingenious
Pieces that has appear’d thefe late Years, and which can
only be cqual’d by others of the fame Author.

Chjeft. 3. I'veObferv'd that mofi fyomen about Town, at
leafl moji that I've Conven'd with, are generally for 1™ng
James +— Fray canyou tell me the Reafon f

yinjw. We won't be foa«c/ui/to put another C uefti-
on of our owm inftead of Anfwer to our Querift, nor
enquire — Vhat fort of Women his Converfathn lyes msft
amongft — but (hall fairly anfwer by another which we
have really receiv’d, and have upon the File to produce,
being exaftly on the fame Subjedf — and ’tis this1 '™
Whether the true Realbn why fo many o'th’ Women
o’th’ Town don't Love King William, be not becaufe his
Souldiers fitv’d 'em from being Ravijh'd ? ------ But he’s
an UnluchjFellow, and we’ll e'ne leave chofe who are molt
concern’d to give him an Anfwer.

Queft. 4. Was an Eunuch ever in Love, as other Wen £

jinfw. So Martial thought, as appears by his roguijh
Verfes, tike Ln/e in what fenfe you will. And lo it
fcems did the Ladies o f Rome in his time, unlefs he wrongs
'em. And Selim the Emperor was much of the fame
mind, when from the famous inftance of the Gelding, See.
he order’d fuch clear Worh to be made ever after.

Queft. f. Frayyour Expoftm of in thefe two
following Ferfes of Sappho about Leve ?

refty in, S~y AV ifooi jS av” (
Ooyedv  UMi — 1

Anfw. Catullus, and after him Mounfieur Boileau have
Tranflated this Paftage not over clearly 5and fuch as
wou’'d know it exadly, ou”t to have a tollerable ac-
guaintance with the Charader of Sappho, who was cer-
tainly the moft Amorous and Paffionate of her Sex. We
ftan’c Difpute whether Ihe was call’d Mafcula Sappho,
from her indefatigable Pains in the Prolecution of
Fhaon in her Amours, who fled into Sicily to bp freed
from her, tho’ in Vain, (for lhe purfu’d him in Perfon
in Elegies, &*c.) or whether Ihe was fo call’d from the
defperate Adion of throwing her felf headlong into the
Sea, becaufe of Fhaon's Negled j every Body agrees
‘ewas one of thefe two things, and if either fuch an Ex-
prelTion as in the Query, i? as propera_refult of her
Paftlonate Temper as any thing that cou’d be expeded.

Tanaquil Faber reads it N Edition
of Longinus at Oxford.  Fej/lus tells us that in the French
King's Library uf jSiiJian F* ipeovws, in

the jEolian Dialed j but be it which way it will, ’tis
intelligible enough, and exadly follow’d by the Lattin
Poet — - Fox faucibus heefit, I cou’d not utter what
I wou'd have faid, when | fee, or faw tliee, ( to fol-
low both ) my Words ftuck in my Threat.

Queft. 6s Whether did well rn™/W/agSifera? ifjhe
did well, will then Infidelity and treacherous Murder be law-
ful towards an Infidel ? if not, how is it that fbe is fo much
praifei, even in an Hymn infpired by the Holy Spirit ofGod

Anfw. Undoubtedly fhe did well in what (he did, fince
flie is Prais'd by the Dictates of that which very well
knew the Merit of the Aeftion, we mean the Holy Spi-
rit J but we believe that there might be fome particu-
lars omitted in the Hiftory about the Circumftances of
this War, & ¢, which wou’d have rendered the relation
more commendable and honourable than it is which
fince we know not, we may very well (it down con-
tented in the general Suffrage the Holy Ghoft has given
of her, Bleffed above all Womenfhallfhe hein the Tentj in-
timating thereby the Adtion to be juft and honourable,
th6 the Reafons of her Adion are not fee down } thAin
the preceeding i~d. Verfe, we find the Angel of the Lord
Curfing fuch as refus’'d the fame Affiftance that "ael
lent.

Queft. 7. In reading Latin Authors |1 amfrequently at a
Icfs about their reckoning their Hours: | defire you would be

pleafed to inform mebetterendfor inflame ttullmnr,
a Cloch their Hora Nona s, according to cur Cct/ipaek’
Anfw. The Romans reckoned not as we 79,

four Hours to a Natural Day, but by the AnifcalD»,
betwixt Sun-riling or Sun-fet, fo that their Hounit>

longer or lhorter, as their Day was j they alaiy rt
koningNoon, or twelve o’'th'Clock, to be the

the day, and call’d it their fixth Hour; if fo, theirkea

Hour was predlcly our three o™h' Clock, if««c:r

pute it at fuch time as the Sun fets at 6 and rifesat <k

if we Compute day when ‘tis almoft fixteaicf«

Hours long, or but about Eight Hours lhort, thena: Aq Ar
be Allowances made both wayes. aian

Next Tuefday ( in our Mercury) will be Publiftri*
Anfwer to a Paper entituled The Athenian Sideik QJE
vail'd, wherein our former Charge on the,".- give
is made good, and their Objeflions Anfwerd a deluc
a fuller Account given of the Principles ath
dices of thole deluded People.

Ib putt
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t&NnpHE roUHG STUOEHTS LIBRAR7 {vli v ther
JL Publifht next Monday ) containing EXtra&¢ | tich 1
Abridgments of the moft Valuable Books Riredu™ iy
gland and in the Forreign Journals, from theYor
to this time : To which is added a NEW ESSAY1  gjj| Jav
all forts of Learning, and a Difeourfe ocooaChi|ili oor
Antiquity, Divine Original and Authority ofc.";«" per tliej
Vowels and Accents that are placed to the Htbntit* i
By the ATHENIAN SOCIETY. Alfo an EMBD IliCF
the faid Society, and a large ALI'HABETICAL T *9np
BLE, comprehending the Contents of this Vo.atk”® 3y or
of all the Athenian Mercuries and Supplements,
ed inthe Year 1791. V?is Bocfi will beJlvexia* jpeifely
Price to thofe that have not Subferib’d for it;*  finffid

fuch as have, 'twill be Deliver’d to 'em r.pontbeW o
mention’d in the Propofals, ( notwithfiariingtbtM e id-
feveral Sheets more than was at _fr(i ProKiifii ) oSS
they deliver up their Receipts, and lend in Their a
Payments to ~obn Dunion at the Raven in rhf elfhns
O fwhom is to be had the ©nritc & zt ofAtbtta» |y ¢heir
N ts, and Supplements to ’em, tor the Yeir evel
pngle Mercuries to thistime.) iht-igrs
tiiis
~  Two Difeourfes: The Firft co.ncemin™tljf fc loud)
Wits of Men. The .Second, a brief Dil'courle ntrr.T.

the Various Sickneffes of Wines, and theirre™”,  ghers,
medies at this day commonly ufedj Delivered w 37 pis

Royal Society. By Walt. Charleton, M. D. T™® invited
added in this Third E(Rrion, the Art and M”™.  5come
Vintners and Wine-Coopers, containing bftha;
redions for Conferving and Curing all menner oor let
of Wines; whether Spanifh, Greek, Itiliae, , ersgo
French, as it is now pradifed in the Oty oayfti
London, Printed for Will. WintwOod at the fror
blein Little Brittain. i6pi. Oliver:
bloeit,
This is QO Certifie all Gentlemen andotI™ Nics,
Glal's-Painting is ftill continued and pcrfornxd Sfir.iar
Haljey, who is now removed to the Red-Btrf fope,
Lane. ~oak’
(15, TN Crays'Inn.-tane\tt Plev-yard, tliefliird v Ae of
N Tienus KJrleK, a Collegiate Pliyfician, 1 4 - rea
fician in Ordinary to King Charles the Second, 01’ w
who with a Drink and Pill ( hindrin® no C«e, *j y
to Cure anyUlccri, Sores, Swellings inthe
parts ; Subs, Itch, Scurfs, Leprofies, and Verrid P M t 'm
nothing until the Cure be finifted: Of the laff.he
hundreds in thii City, many of them alter lotff
evil from the Lower Parts to the Head, and .
Drink is ~s. the Quart, the Pill 1s. a Box, with riflin™
ter Pufger than which was never given, for they St f
all Impurities, which are the caulcs of DropfiMi ~ W'id* w

Stone or Gravel, Painsin the Head, and other A pife POt W
Drink at 11. 6 d.a Quart. He cures all fevers aiw '

w itl*t Bleeding, except in few Bodies. He giv® _
all that writes or comes for nothing. Sharer |
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