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The Athenian Mercury
€^uefiia^> 7- 1‘592-

All Anfwer to a Paper cntituled. The Athe- 

tiian Society V n v d C d :  Wherein our former 
Charge on the i^itakers  is made good» their 
Oije^ons A f t f m r 'd ,  and a fuller Account 

given of the Principles and FraUices o f thofe 
aeluded People.

BEing confin’d to the narrow Limits of about a 
Sheet in D ij^ fit io n s  on the prefent Concrover- 
lle, and therein oblig’d to Anfwer a large <ioa- 

Htp!:! of our jtdverfarieSf as well ^  to enquire, into 
miay of their Auil?orSf we have neither rojm or ti?ne 
fcr fuch Hsrangues as make their Porch almoft as big 
IS their we fhali only premife. That we are
oblig’d to ihefe People for their puSlick Chdlengey ■ 
•hicfi has forc’d us to look more narrowly into their 
If'ntiigs than we had formerly done, and confequent- 
1t to ’em beuer, and lUie ’em wer/e > and that we 
■ all lave as much room as we can by neither anfveer- 
*»{ nor reiw m g  thaty/w Language which in their Pa- 
PfT they fo abundantly bellow on us, as well as we find 
M all their other Ancigonijts.

llicy begin with a long Harangue, That Truth U aU  
»9t which will indifferently ferve for r«r^,
Jw or Heathen, as well as themfelves, or any othvr 

However, to requite ’em, we’ll prove they 
tlarfclves arc for perfscurion., take it cv’n in the notion 
tiinfiiilingpc«a?K>r for following the of a m i-

Ctnfcicsce^ that they have exercis d it, that they 
hive Advis’d it, and commended it. They have them- 

ferjeeuted as fef a* they can in reords and s 
Th?ir »etj/ we Ihall anon give an account of, their 
iSisw are, Excummunkuting luch as will not fubmit 
fo their Ir.jun^fions, or as fell any Bool^s againfl em j 
*od even Imprifoning tliole who have diflurb’d their 

{See F r J n h  B u g s, One blow more, <Sfc. p. x. ) 
*odt.ijsjigair/lrU Law and right, _th6 they e t̂claim 
lb loudly againtt o*!’.ers for ferving ’em alter the

Tna- they have id v is'd  and commended it in 
SeeCr.5.Fcx’s Counfel s n i  A dvice rejeHed, p. jiS, 

his words are thefo to O liver, ‘ Thou fhou'dlt havi 
‘invited all tU iions  upon Earth tlnat are againft F'perp 

ôcome in and joyn witnthee agaiufi: Popery, for thou 
m  had A u th trin , fu n d  to it , lote it nor, nor abufe it, 
««■  1«  any othti take thy CROf#'N.' Let the Souldi- 

go forth with a free and w illin g  heart, that thou 
®»yih-ockNi«fl«r as a Cradle; And iu another Let- 

from the fame Perlbn to the fame Ufilrpef, ‘  O 
’ hadft th.va bin faithful, ajid thunder'd down 

the Hollanders k id  bm thy Suhjeiis iv A  Tribu- 
^h's, GyniiKy had bin given up to do thy H^ill, the 
f;«f4rdj!ud quiver'd like a dry k a f. the K.of Prance, 

r.ir  ̂ and all f  in all his F a w 'J Ihoud have 
“Soak’d. And this we think is Perfecution with a 

'*'>t'’-cfs, to have conquer’d or deilroy’d all Europe, be- 
ofa dife-.ent Ketigion, for it mufi have been tor 

or none at all. But they may fay, Thu is 
.̂'T what he might have done, and to Paptfir and For- 

JJi'-fvf: You are CO be;icve, as their Ff« lays
that cney were all Loyal to K. Charles th e  k\{i, 

J r M fr ’d for being fo : For that fee what follows, 
lame Fax to O liver, ‘ Thou flioud’ll not have flood 

about fmall things, ( cutting off Kings Heads, 
'•  ̂ winded the Work of the Lord. As he be- 

w:ththeea: firfl, fober wen, andTruv/»jrr/ took 
, J'^twith thee. Thy Dread is no: all gont, nor thy 
, Arife and corns forth. Wou’dyou have yc:
'^er proofs o* their boafted Lo;j(i;, unwillingr.efs to 

Prn^’ &c ? you fliallhave ’em from another ot their 
one Gfor^eKt^', who thusbsfpeaks thePjtrr-

per, ‘ To thee Oliver Cromwell, thus faith the Lord, I 
‘  have cholen thee amongft the choufauds of the Nati- 
‘ ons, to execute my fPrath upon mine Enemies, and 
‘ gave them to th y  Sword, with which f f o r  the 
‘  Zeal o f my own Name, and gave thee the Euem ies o f 
‘  my own feed, to be a Curje and Keproaeb for ever, 
‘  and made thee an InSlrumem againft them, and many 
‘ haveIfKf down by my Sword in thy hand, that my 
‘  ff^rath may be executed upon them to the utmoft. 
And thofe are the men thatboaft cheir Loyaltyj that cry 
out Perfecution, and charge others they write againft 
with being concern’d ia the Plunders «and .olurthers of 
t h i t  unhappy Age.

They next blame us for tranl'crlhir^ the ^efuites kox~ 
im s, widening diftrences, dijtm bing tbepeace c f  Govertt- 
m em : What the ^efuits maxim s are, there’s no doubt 
but the ^ ^ e r s  very well kuow j but we are flire !3onc 
o f ’em ever lit upon the expedient of widening d if.- 'cn -  
ces by endeavouring to unite 'em, and taking the right 
W'ay to do it, declaring the i l l  principles o f i l l  men, 
who oppofe the publick E fiM J h m m , from their own 
authemic\ w ritings, for which leafon we Ihall pafs by 
their flouriftl ot Satans not being more Holy fo* being in  
an Athenian, or in cine call’d a Cbri/lian j by which 
laft phraje may be we hope they don t mean a > ^ k t r ,  
tho’ fome will lay, i f  ever he has bin in any in this laft 
A ge, 'u s  they who muft pretend to his Acqu-iinunce, 
nor do we know of any >^alier among the Atheni­
ans.

They blame us for ftigmatizing thofe a s fU y  Eutbujj- 
a lis , who believe ’tis not lawliii to [wear : We did fo, 
and are ftill o f the lame mind, ready to defend what 
we there a ffertti, which thus we do. Thofe are {iuy 
Enthufiafts, who without rei/oa, by the dictates o f their 
own Fancy, which tney call Gods Spirit, oppofe fuch a 
pra^ice as has been ufed by the Saints o f old, ot which 
*twas prophefied that it fliou’d be ufed under the G o -  
joH, was In by the Apoftles o f our Saviour, and Primi­
tive Chriftians, nay, by God ILmfelf. Ti\is the i^ a - 
Aerj do, t'nerefore they are what we have call’d ’em : 
which willb^- plain, if  we prove a;/';/ arefuchapi a- 
fl:ice; And Hrfl, cl.cy were uted rv the Sain ts  in the 
O ld TejUnunt, p v t i a h c l y  by ^ o f s  the greateft Pro­
phet next our W w u r that ever was, and this no? in a 
fuddeil p.ijfim , bur a form’d Sermon, or i  Compendium o f  
the Law , to remain with Gods People, D cui. 4. x6 . I  
call Heaven and Earth w rvitaejs ■, that’s God and .Man, 
and atiejling G ' d  <.0 the Triah of any thing, has the 
formality of an Oath. Twas propheficd of //i. 1 9 . 18. 
In  that dar Jhall live C ities in the land of Egypt fwear to 
the lo rd  of Hoyts. ■ This relates to the times ot the Go- 
fpel, by whit follows, v .^ o .  He fh t ll  {end'em a Saviour 
u n i a great one. comuaivd with tliac other Scriptu-e, Out 
of Egym hiVA I  o-tli'd r.sy y  . - : So yet more plainly i;i 
orhei' places 0 >:h.s w oe uled bv the Ayoflles, many 
times by Sc. Patel, :hc lireac Apoftle of the Gentiles, Kom. 
I. 9. G od is  my w naefs, i  Cor. : i .  31. G od I^nvwttb that 
Ilyen o t. Gal. i .  io . Before God. l , l i e  not I f  thefe are 
not formal Oaih-\ wo’d fain know what l̂e. T h ew - 
rnitiv: Chrim ans did die lame, following and pleading 
cue Apoftles Example. Tcrtullian fays they ufed to 
fwear, tho’ they woa'd no: do it by the Oeniusof the 
Emperor. A t b i n a f i u s h mfclf by an 0 -ith before 
the Emparor C o n i ic u w ,  pleaclr.g the ^ I H c s  Exam­
ple, and that he be i le&rr.: .■ / to call God to record upon 
his Sfiui i nay fays, 'T^ejs the Cuftom of C h 'iS ia tu  
und in the Synod of Epheiiis an Oath im»of*don Victor 
and Neftoriiis; which will reach u.f» interpret feycral 
uaflaaes in die Fathers Writings wlueh femtocondenm 
all fveeaxing, lir.ee their pradicc fliows they thereby crJ-
ly intended caking Gods Hamt in v m ,  or Iw ea rin g m

any
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iny ether brt lawful oectfion. Laftly, God himfelf 
fsecars in many places of Scripture, G en. i i .  i$ . By 
m j (e lf b iv e  I  fmrn^ f i l t h  the Lord : And Heb. 6 . i j  
Becaufe he cou'd (ftear by no greater., be fw ire by himfelf.' 
Ko V fo their Objections: i .  “  Whether fince the very 

End o f  Chrrjis coiiting into the Worlds as is tellified, was 
“  to tih ea tfiy  fin^ and finilh mnjgrejfum., he did not rheie- 
“  by I'upei fede the Life of all Oaths ? We Aofwer j No, 
It did nor, for Sr. B m l  himfelf ufes ’em, as is Prov’d, 
w hich he wou’d not have done, had there been no need 
of ein, unlefs they’ll fpeak our, and fay as they ufe to 
do, “ That there St. F<t«/had not the Spirit. But fur­
ther, the End of hU was, we grant, to Attonefor
aU Si/iy and take it away as to its force and poieer, in thole 
who believe and obey him, bat not its very Being, as 
long as the World remains. Thb is plain, becaufe all 
that Chrift intendi, certainly comes to pafs ; This the 
Event fiiows does not come to pals, therefore twas ne­
ver his End, or he never intended i t ----- Becaufe he
Propbefies^tha( Sin  Ihou’d continue to the E nd of the H'crld, 
whereas’t;. a doubi w'hether (hall, becaufe this 
confounds if,e State of PtrfeSiion and P r e b itm .

Tneir fecund Query or Objection is, —  ‘ ‘ Whether if 
“  Mea did caopersie with the .ij/tjtunce that C k riji Refits 
“  lends, and obey the Pruepts ht h^s given, they might 
“  not thereby obiAin the End  of his Co^nir f  This is part­
ly clear’d in the lift —  He came indeed to rfform the 
World, but not to render it jin k fs  ’--ill tha” 'ima when 
liis Church is to be prefented to hj- i*’aiher without [pot 
or »r/n̂ /e j for while we are in this World, in  nuny 
things we offend iU , 3 St. ^xm es 1. and, ; / we fxy we hAvt 
no un, we oeceive our [elves, and the Truth is  not in  us,
I St. ^ohn r. 8. and otherwife our Saviour has taught us 
to  m od iC od , wlicn he bids us to Fray to him — To/or- 
g iv e  our Trtjpjffei 5 ( nay, refamss chit Petition above all 
the reft )and if  they urge, we are not to Pray in the 
fame words, we are at leaft to do it after that manner —  
But the Quakers are all better Men than the Apo,iles, and 
cither are, or think themlHves fuch ju ji Perfons that tl.ey 
need no forghenefs, nor ask any in their Prayers j if  they 
do, they contradict their own Principles. I f  they have 
any fuch perfefi M en  among ’em, Jet ’em produce them; 
nay, Name  ̂’em, _dead or living •, thA if  they liave w rit 
any thing, ’tis an eafie matter to prove ’em m perfeS and 
erroneous both in f a i t h  and Life.

Their third Query is, “ Whether there’s any politive 
“  Command in the Gofpel, enforc’d by words, more com- 
“  prehenfive, full, pofitive and pertinent, than this of 

Swear not, & c ? In Anfwer, Let them (how us a 
more poftive Command than that, He that hath two Coats, 
let him impart to him that has none j which yet Ihon'd 
they litterally follow ia  th e ifiinter-tme, would even make 
’em look worle than they do already. Both therefore 
are to be underftood with a meaning, ( a thing they don’t 
Jove ) and this meaning is clear’d as to Swearing by the 
Circumftances of the Text and Context, and Practices of 
Holy M en, from bo:h which we learn that it relates to 
Swearing fiequemly, vainly, in common Convtrje j and 
therefore is the enfuing Direilion added —  Let your Com. 
mur.ication. See. Sermo, \ i y Q - ,  which plainly relates to 
Ord:/:ury lifeourfe.

They go on, and Charge us with M alice, Impudence 
and H ii{eJnefs, foT mifreprefentingthera and their Opi- 
nio;is (as tiieir near If^irJred did lome time ftnee) and 
Con-plain, p. z . col. if f . “ That we affirm the Quakers 
■“  Opinions are da^'^mus and deteffthle, ( as indeed, fay 

they, they were, weieic true that ue afterwards affirm) 
ihit they fpeak corte>/tptib!y o f the Bible, and will by no 
means allow it to be G od's iVord. Tiiat they have turned 
t.he moft fu red tru th s  therein contained m tojejune Allego- 
r/fj-.-Th t̂ they fpeak n o t s t r y  honourably o\ o m  Saviour,

« f f w r S h
This we acknowledge is the main of our Chernw^ 

them, tho’ not fo generally worded in our Papcn m 
then if  we can m akegood, they fairly own that thekiv 
ntpiB are dangerous and deitflable, arty of thefe (WiS 
without exception, thofe which we afterwards I n T i  
ufe their_ own words —  all which if we do n K  
from their own W ritings, (  bating but that one ofS 
SouU Jleeping, wherein there was fome/wa// mifltkt 5  
well give them two worle H crefes in the r o S  
which will more than make up the Number) we 
publickly acknowledge our felves not only impruim^ 

but guilty of that M alice, Impudence and^ 
hednefs wherewith they Charge us. And now to Bai

 ̂ The i( l . thing we Charge upon ’em, and they dear 
is, Speofitr.g conteuTp-.d!y 0* %li B ib le , which we thus pron 
againft em . Thole 'aho oeny the Bible to be anaitonue
R u le of Faith  and Manners, tlvt is, fuch u R u In ^ tu f. 
es all Occafionsj wlio ieny it to '-c ne.rfTiry 5 whoeqol 
th e Apoenp^^a, a iy , thei/ own lP ‘r u ,ig i w ith it j who ule» 
fe lffa n e  Exprelfions concerning it with the PapiUs aod fr 
fu n s, c;;.bng t ■ . Idof: o f W ax, ■ -tbian Rule. alVil 
Letter, thofe Vrn c'^rtainly ipeâ - of it: Be
this the Qu.tkers do, which we prove — H eir fijns 
Barclay, whom they themitives direct us to, in his uL 
Propofvtion, of immediate Revelation, p. ly. fays, ‘ Tice 
‘ bsm n y  Truths wo/t to be known, wiiichere 
‘ no wife to be found in the Scripture. And Pnf.]L 
^•38. pofitively affirms, and afteiwards pretends » 
prove, ‘ That the Scriptures are not the adequate kiid 
‘ Faith and Manners —• which he p: ofecutes p. 43. in the* 
Words, ‘  That which is given to Chriftians for 
‘ G uide, muft needs be fo/.n//, as it may clearly and iifuil- 
‘ (y Guide and Order them in all things in d  Oicimei 
‘  that may fall out: Bat there are many hundred thiiip 
‘ which particular Chriliians may be concern’d in, w 
‘  which there can be no particulir Rule had in thetoif- 
*ture, therefore the Scripture can’t be a A«/ftothefl> 
In which w'ords he’s ft) far from granting it an 
R ule, that he as good as fiffimv ’tis no Rule at allj ood 
o f  which aflertions ar-e exadlly contrary to God’s Wcnl, 
1 Tim. 3. 17. where 'tis not only (aid, that the Scrifr. 
is  profitable for VoP.rine, for R prods 8 ic . but/f»jnh.W 
o f G od may be perfeSl, throughly furnijhed to every |«i 
which certainly rer-hes particular O ccafm s, ioiraenl*^ 

admits of no

We are forc'd here tobr^ak off abruptly, foe 
o f room, but lhall continue our Difeourfe in the at* 
Mercttry.

a D t e t t i f e m e n t .

03.  y w E  r O U H G  S T U D E N T S  L I S R A K T  is ^  
1 Publifhr, containing Extracts and AhnlS!'^  

of the rroft Valuable Books Printed in 
and In the Pirreign Journals, from the Year 
to this time : To which is added a NEW ESSAY
all Ibrtsrs of Learning, and a Difeourfe concei ning 
Ant quitv, Divine Original and Authority of

u

<c

<{ , - - -  ................... i/e lookt upon zsBy-s..v.,^
o i  u .e  fe fu its  I deny the phnarj S atisfaSim  of Cbrilf, 

“  on their- own M erits: That Fanatacifm, E n -
“ rPM/i/mand together, make up the Creed of
“ a Qi’aker, they being a Compendium o f almoft all 
“  forts or Htreftes, that cjiey deny the SitkjaSiion  and Di- 
“  vir.ity of Cbrlft, as aifo his Humanity j nay, deny An-

I'owels and Accents that are placed to the Htbrcf 
By the ATHENIAN SOCIETY. Alfo an EMBLÊ P 
the faid Society, and a large ALPHABETICAL ^  
BLE, comprehending the Contents of this Voluire. 
of all the Athenian Mercuries and Supplements, Scc- 
ed in the Year 1 6 9 1 . T ljis Bool  ̂ w ill  be Advancdif "  
Price to thofe that have not Subferib’d for it i 
fuch as have, ’twill be Deliver’d to ’em upon the TJ* 
mention’d in tlie Propofals, (  notwithfianJing the Bm 
feviral Sheets more than was at f ir ( i Premsied }  
they deliver up their Receipts, and fend in their 
Payments to fo h n  D u n m  at the Raven in thecayments to ^oim D u n m  at the Raven in tne 
O f whom is to be had the E ntire ^ c t  of Athem-e* 0

• \te«j, and Supplements to ’em, for the Year 
fingle Mercuries to this time. )

L O N D O N ,  Printed for fjo^n JSUnton at ths Raven in the Poultrej,
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