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The Athenian Mercury:

Natorbar,

He vebe hath been married to a Gentle-

rvoman one and twnty ytarsy and bath
bad eight Children by her, Jhe got
leave e/ him to live from him a twelve months which bath
bin eleven years j he being fomething in yearSy and larnty
muld fain perfwade her to live with him again, but can-
not: Tour Opinion is dejirei how he Jkouli govern himfelf
in this condition”

Anjw. He ought to apply himfelf to fome Lawyer,
who will diredl him how to make a legal perfwafion,
fincc no other will do, and his being in years, and lame,
sueArguments that he has need ofhis Wile at home, this
isfuppoling the Cafe to be juft as its ftatedin the Queftion.

Qjeft. 1. // Solomon had 1000 Wrves and Concu-
bines,yet found not one wife fYmanyand but one wife Man,ought
m thena wife man to conceal afault, if'be be excellent (or
Princely) and rather judge himfelf, than rajhlyjudge and con-
demn another faljly: The ~eSion is, Vyhether Socrates did
wifely when heating the loud Clamoursofhis Confort,lefther aa
htufedto do, Jhe being the more angryJjaSied andflung a Cham-
ber-pot on bis Head, be fayingonly HalHai | thought after
au this Thunder there veo™d come Rain: Or whether by his
Patience beeurebafed to himfelf thefe Inquittudes ?

Anfw. If he had not done wifelyat this time, it had
not eclipfed him, for no Man is wife at all times 5 but
Socrates raifed his Fame more by this curs'd Wife,
than if fhe had been better temper'd 5 he gave her pro-
vocations enough, but her Paffion cover'd his Faults,
and his Politick Silence paft for Patience, and it was
* pleafiire to him to have the opportunity to vent fome
'viity reflexion, or Saying, whereby his Memory would
be regiftred in the roll of everlafting Fame, this Sto-
ry in the Queftion is one of them; therefore this fore
of Wife was afoil to his Glory, and as reputable to
W, and as ufeful as the Tub to chat Tub-Monk Oio-
gnes, and therefore at ail times, but efpecially at this
time Socrates did wifely in converting her Clamour in-
toan ufeful Obfervation.

Queft. 3. A gets B with Childy when difcoverei they
ronfelsi they were married, but could not prove it fo, how-
fJtr they lived aogetloer as Man and Vyife the[pace of two
Jtars: A’s Affairs requiring his perfonal Attendance in a
fltce remote from bis Abode, tabes leave of bis Vyife, and
Went his Journey, fIffl ajfuring her of his return as jotn as
bis AJcir would permit, hut in the mean time D gets B
with Child, and confefs'd he had Carnal I”nowledge of her.
A r«nr?j/ in ayearstime,andfinding his wife had betray'd bis
~d, Ujowned the Marriage,that is,declared he was never mar-
ried to her, leaves her and married another woman : whether

BOD in pointof Confcience is under any Obligation to mal™e
her any faihfaSUon, and if fo, in what. This is matter offaSi,
snd the perfons yet living in, or about London, the Child
yid in a fhort time after; Pray Gent, give your Opinion in
bis matter ?

Anjw. How many years it is ftnee, and other Cir-
tumftances are omitted, but P ought to make her a-
mends for reproaching her, if it was voluntary, for
perhaps he pouid uo way prove he had chat Knowledge
of her,', and therefore as ftie loft a good Husband in et-
feS, by condeicending to D, he ought to help her to
* good Husband to make her fatisfadbon.

Qneft. 4. There is a confiierable wager depending be-
tween two Gentlemen, viz. pyhether England and Scotland

nst originally termed Great Brittain, without the [I"ing-
dom of Ireland. Tour fpeedj Anfwer is earneftly deflred, he-
Wt'e the perfons are going into the Countrey: The ocher party
fijefunts the 3Rjngdoms art under the lame denominattion of
Great Brittain?

Anfw. Briitane had its name from the Phtenecians,

impoled the Name Bretannae upon it, from the

Qyeft. 1.

July 2.

1692.

Tin-mines they found In Cornwall, but Britannia major
ISEngland, and Briitanni* minor is Scotland, vid. Sams
Brittannia.

Queft, 6. yyhether it be nota sin to cheat ther~ingof
hiscujlom orExcife: | praygive your Opinion ofthis aljos
| mean by a Cheat, that the Owners do conceal the Goods
flom the icings Officers, fo that it may not be lyable to pap
tise Duty oj them ashy Law efiatlified &

Anfw. it isa Sin againft tile Government, and they
pay for it wlien they are taken, and that's the Damna-

ofthe Law which they are to receive, for their
Sin & this Cafe, and to prevent this Sin, are maintain'd
many Officers, as die Quci ift alledges, which is a good
Employment and Livelihood.

Queft. 6. Sirs, Pleafe to refolve me, what P"r.cwledge
and Concern the Dead bitvefor tBeir furviving Friends and
Relations, whom they loved paffionstel} when alive, andif it
he in their power to appear to them again f

Anfw. That they are tinder Laws and reftraints, is
evident from that Hiftory of Dives, which reprelcnts
the Condition of one of the Damned, whofe Brethren
were then under the difpenfation of Mofes, who was
then alive to be heard : And if his Brethren would
not regard the Miracles of Mofes and the Prophets,
(who could rails the Dead when it was expedient j)
neither would they credit one fent from the dead, as
many did not believe the Refurreifion, thft actefted and
feen by hundreds, they are Iwallowed up with the Ca-
pacities they are in, and unlcfs in extraordinary Cales,
make no appearance in thefe lower Regions.

Qyeft. 7. Gentlemen, A Toung Man a friend of mine de-
fifesjour Opinion in this Cafe: He formerly Courts ayoung
fPoman, when be had got her Conftnt, and was really enfur'd
to her, uponfome words fell out with Iter, goes into the Coun-
try and marries with another, after be was married hept
Company with his old Sweet-heart, infomut b that his Wifi
wasjealous of-ber : When his Wife came to ly in, Jhe died ;
when Jik was on her Death-bed, fhe lent for her Husband,
and told him, If he Married his Old Sweet-heart, ftie
would come and pull him out of his Bed from her j
he prmijed her that he would not marry her, nor be
concern'd with her, as he hop'd to have mercy of Al-
mighty God: But in hasgone contrary to bit promifes, court-
ed her, and has gain'd her good vritl, and the FPedding
Day was appointed, which was on Suiiday the lyth. ofJune,
when the Day came be was tahyn lame of alibis Limbs, fo
it was put by : He got well of this, and appeimei another
day which was on the 1 9th. of June laft, when he wasagoing
ro Croydon, in order toperform his Ceremony. ['Fhenbeh:u
got on his Horfe, he wastahjin with the Griping of the Guts,
fo that hecould notfit on his Horfe, but was forc'd to he brought
borne by 2 men, and m body thought he would have lived : So,
Worthy Gentlemen, / would dtfireyou to tdl inyour Sa-
turdays Mercury, FFhether it may be lawful for him to
marry herby tbeLaw ofGod, or Man, fince hehasvow'dfo
finctrely to the contrary, be having-got well again f

Anfw. He mav Marry, having repeated his Pr<®
mife unto her, there being no Law that cakes Cogni-
zance of his promife unto hisdying Wife, which might
proceed from the furprizing apprehenfions of her ap-
pearing again, althd in all Equity and Gratitude jie
ought to endeavour to atone for the former diftervice
by now marrying his £7ioniam Sweerftearc, if he
could make her amends 1, unlefs he had lelfencd that
Obligation by an unlawful intimacy during his Wives:
Lite, afault not to be deleated by formal Repentance,
or the Opus Operaiitm of Marriage ; neither by the force
he has kid upon his Promife> (;~T* not to marry, as
he hoped to find mercy for his former S:ns) can it be

fuppoleable that God has warned him by two Judg-
merits



wents not to Marry, therefore a farther Tryal to rar-
fue the intended Marriage, will foon detennine whether
it be in hiswWifes Power to return again, her Threat
being to cake effeft after Marriage, which will very
much contribute to fatisfie tlie World, which longs ve-
ry much in thefe particulars.

Queft. 8. rfceTurkifli Spy in his zd.Vol. p. 189. mikes
vjentionof  Spanifh ASlroUger thatCdculated riw French
IV.i'JgV tiath'ith Crmn of France
Imperial, haviag fubdueiS~iin, Italy, anJ Germany, rwt
he (ballJh”~e the Ottoman Empire, but in the endjbiU be
Vepefed by bis o«n SubjeSls; 1 defire your Seraimeats of it,
vhether there's not a great pobability that our depgnd Pe-
fcent may not caufe the Accomplijhment of the latter part, /ee-
tfig the former it in fome meajure cone to pajs ?

Anfvr. There's a glut of Arguments every where tend-
ing to this effed. Some from the Calculation of his Na-
tivity do Predidf, that the Great BaSlard ftiall not long
Protgdl the Little One; others from the Perjuries and
Inhumanities he has Committed, expcft fome
Judgment upon him, and his Priefts would perfwade all
Mankind to take their Farewell of Chriftian Religion j
for if God muft Rand in need of fuch Diabolical Men
and Means to fill Heaven with New Converts, they mult
have a Rronger Patent from Heaven for Murder, beyond
what ever Chrift had, who Commanded his Dilaples
to Preach Remiflion of fins, fr ft to thofe of ~erufalem, ~bo
had Crucified him, and not to Kill them, or Compell th
to Come in by Halters and Dragoons. And in probabi-
lity as his Strength is in his Frontiers, which keeps out
the Confederates as well as keeps in his Subje”s, that
being broken by an Arn” in his Countrey, it may fucceed
as the Spinifb ARrologer is faid to Predial, or as Par-
tridge's Almanack hasit:

Let all the Plagues of Murther now be Rung
On that Curs’d Babe from whence thole Mifchiefs fprung.
There’s ruffling work above, and hence muft flow
Mutations here, fome Tyrants overthrow s

Tho’ at thisdiftance, yet methinks | hear

Sortie plealant News, fome Abdication near.

Quefl. 9. Gentlemen, It it fome time fince | fertt you
this i~eltion — IPhat it the Reafon tbit the fame Num-
ber ef People [pends more Bread vehen Corn it dear, than
they do when it is cheap ? | fay, more in quantity, not in
value: That the thing is true asto matter ofFaSi, | appal
to any Baker of thirty Tears fianding ; Pray your Anjvcer
input next?

Anfw. The Turks fay the World is founded upon an
Ox-horn, and we fay it moves upon its own AXis,
which without explaining looks equally extravagant; hut
they mean, where the Ox thrives, there Grafs is plenty,
and all things on the Earth correfpond t So when Bread
is dear, all other edible things are proportionably dear,
and therefore Bread and Water will do; Naiura pall-
ets Contenta ; and therefore more Bread is Confumed,
becaufe it anfwers moft of the other in fome degree.

Quefl. 10. My Sen, aboutfifteen Tears of Age, on Wed-
nefday the ijf. of lafi June, about Nine a Clock at Night,
went to his Bed, no jooner laid down, but be heard as it
Were a Hand [weeping on the IVall, then it came with a
riijhing Noife on his Beds-head, then it ftroiked him over
the Face twice very gently, and as foon as the Hand was off
he felt a cold wind blow on his Face, which made it very
cold, but his Body was warm 5 he opening his Eyes, faw an
Apparition of a Woman cloathed in Black Apparel, which
wep over the Bolfler with a rufhing Noife, he faw the Cur-
tain to gather up together asit went out, and the Curtain
to have ¢ fiahing for fome time after ; then being affright-
ed, be rofe out of the Bed and came down flairs. Another
Sen and Daughter of mine, a few Tearsfince, have feen the
like Apparition ofa Woman in the fame room with a light-
ed Candle, but when [poke to, it vanijbed. Several forts of
unufial Noifes are often heard in the Houfe by my felf, and
moS| of the Family : | favourably defire to ~?20wofyou ( ha-
ving a Civiliz’'d Family ) what Jhould be the Occafion of this
diflurbance, or whether it be advifable to ask m ~eHion
of the Apparition ?

Anfw. What manner of metaphyfical Matters our Souls
are, we cannot tell, Jyet we know thex really exift, and

aft our Bodies, altho’ they are not fubjeft ro fenfej
yet this doth not hinder, but that a fpiriiual Subftacce
may I>e feparated from our Body, and may be again
cloathed with a Body or Vehicle that may be airy, fie-
ry, or cloudy, and be vifibie to our fcnfes, alcho’ the
exiftenCe or elTence o( the Spirit we cannot fee, bat its
outward cloathing: And that fuch Appearances have
been in all Ages, the learned as well as the unlearned
affirm, from real Matters of Faft ; fuch are thele fol-
lowing: Ac Puddle-Dock was a Houle fo difturbed, that
feveral Tenants could not thrive thereinj after the Fire
Alderman L— purchafing the ground, caufed a Cellar
to be dug lower, and there was the Body of a Man ta-
ken up, which had a great Nail driven into the Skulli
the Alderman ordered the Labourers to carry the Bo-
dy and bury it in St. Gregorys Church-yard, London, and
no difturbance has been lince. The other is at the
Grange in Lancafhire, where very many Years was an
Apparition in the Garden, and in one Chamber of the
Houfe, it was in the Ihape of a Grey-hound, tlie pre-
current Nolle was like a Min hiffiiig to call a Dog;
this Apparition did no hurt, only pull the Cloaths, in
fomuchihat they made wooden Preis-beds for that room,
which were rock’d, and more diflurbanc by the Noile
than before ; when it pafs'd by, it was felt as a Cold
Wind i at laft digging a high Bank, to carry.olf Soilto
other grounds after fome Lefedsdug,away, tneie wes
found the Skeleton of a Man, w'hich was leen by the
Minifter, and among the reft by. Mr. Mofs, a very in
telligent Gentleman, who now lives in 1Jlingm j the
Skeleton was covered again, and from that time the
Apparition and Difturbances has ceafed. And no doubt
the Apparition in the Qitertion, if true, ( becaufe we
were impofed upon by the Relation of the two Bro-
thers that Vanilhed ) has fome Caufe andfl”™niricanev,
tho’ beyond our Sphere to affign it j however we on-
not be againft the fpeaking to it, or endeavouring to
find out Its place, times and places of Vanifliingj and
perhaps if it were not a Civiliz’d Family, it rnigh: be
more diflurbant.
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