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The Athenian Mercury:

eSTuetbar.

l. N

| your Athenian Mercury ?

V->1 It's a little hard to have fuch
aQjeftioii par upon us, for ’'tis no eafie matter for an
lAnijir to nuke a juft Cenlure ot his own writings,
"ir(1 men being p.mul in their own Caufe, tho’ perhaps
tke may be Ibme few who think as munly of their
ownpeiformances as any of their Enemies. However,
In mull no: be lileiu here, left it ftiou'd be takenyro
n,S , that we have done no good at all by our Scrib
i» above this Twelve month. Not therefore to infift
1 aarhe mighty benefits, which ( if they are not very un-
giteiui) the Stationers, Fdnters, Hawkers, Coffee-
IWes (very profitable Members of the Coinmon-
Ivtealn) muft own they have receiv’d by our Mocar,
"wr toboaft of its merits in helping to carry on the/fhr
iiMjt France,by advancing the RoyalRevenue fome tliou-
ItiiisKT An. (pence we mean) by the Penny Pofi, (a finer
" ladhonsfitr ProjeSi than all the French Hotfkuches ever
y«thought of for raifing money.) And laftly, to lay
rothinghow helpfulwe have beento thei’ iyi»7-6(>0>1/,8c.
»t think we may in earneft, and without vanity pretend
linitour Paper has been of fome real <« both to the

and in many particular cafes of high moment:
iForthetirft, no.necan deny but we have rais'd a kind
of (/Y2 FerntsHt in the Nation, the B.xly ot wiliich
I"salmoft grown dead and vapid as to any tafie ol luch
"wirgs, by the nurri» and diftraSiioiu of the luji K-"ign,
iiithcend of King the lis, and the continual
iFirjofthe preleiu f But lince we have fee the World

they have fallen a writing too, and many a
J«i?»V«has W\npublijh'd, which otherwitc probaby had
hirdlyever feenthe Light, And w'hcnce came all the
umis fcf Forreign Bioh.s, thofe ASis upon Acts, and
W f after which we nowjee every day
‘ Kte inEngland ? had they not notorioufly the far.t hint
fromus) and if we had not fero/cethe fee, and the
' Ett, none elfe had €e're bin like to have done it. Then
Ifor that great znd glorious Projea, the Refom um ofman-
«@i, ifthe 5friMW o f Vice yet runs fo impetuoully, that
itftillo-.e/brarj a:i\ oppofition, and many who are let to
M the Pam/, arelhemoft forward to pierce emj if

kfrio«r Officers will be perjury, and relolve not to
I Pitriit their Duties, we however have the laristaction ot
‘aving done oars, as far ascou’d be expeded from Per-
forsin our Stations j nor lhall we yet tlelpair to fee
If(metjfeS| thereof, nor want forac luch ["jUnces alrea-
Myismake us not repent our Litsar, being ftill relolvd
/" profecQtc the lame dejign in a more plealing diels, as
World miv quickly lee. Then for particular perjons,
*Q' 'tis impoTible to latisfie all, nor were we ever lo
»*inio hopeit, yet we find we have done lo to a great.
in cafes of the higheil Concern, and which may
*avs a much larger influence by being thus publick.
Aidfor the reft, had we only innotendv diverted the
"Vorld, 'twou’dbe no unacceptable p/ece of Service both
and the publicli, firce it finds 'em Employment,
perfaaps by commending, others by railing atus, o-
Nersby fhowing their parts in talhing better things ex-
on our Qjieftions than we cou’d write, but all in
~P'ng 'em either from Idlenejs, or doing what might be
*orle than rmOin.
- Quefl. %. Tama Trader in the JVorli, jet tbb I jell my
I wuli rvilingly aB like anhonejt manostomy Soul-,
i“Ipading therefore our Commodities to be capable of a threefold
Fice confcionably jiateJ with agradual advance: | demand
ift. May Taskbeyond the higbediprice, thereby to obtainit,
people commonly expe”™ a thing for left than | ask at
orgranting this lawjul, fuppoje I meet with a Chap-
ignorant, and 1 alfo not knowing him to
askbimbeyond my bigbeji price, and gain it, itthk
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Extortion.” iffo, how Jhou'dl mend it atprejm, andprevent
the like for the future

Anjw. If there be three Prices of the fame Goodr, Cap-
poling vou do not always or often obtain thf higheft
Pric.; for it, you ma> yet have fiifficient gain in the jale
thereof: I-or which tealbn we think it both mort /i/e
and moft honefi never to ask beyond the higheft, jho’
I'ome Cafuirts are of Opinion, that in Il'ome cales this
may be lawlul, asfuppoling the Buyer of luch an extra-
vagant humour, that he'll like nothing, tho’ never Ib
good, unlefs you put a high price upon it. Butthen
they add, chat if you gain your price, you are to
give him back the oveiphis, it being certainly a Sin to
cake more for any thing than the utr/nji value.

Queft. 3. Am Tobliged when Jemanied to tell my lowefi
price, M when my Chapman fays, What isyour loweft price,
or you will not fell it ? Mufi T ar.jwer pofitively, or >ire
(ueb Equivocations and mental refervations lawful as arege-
nerally ufed Of juppofing ray loweli price, which rather than
turn away aCujiomer | woiilj take, Jhou'd be ¥ d, | teU him,
being pcfi.'ively demanded as before, he Jhall have it for 8 d.
or ~d. orperhapswith a mental refervation, that 8d. is mj
leweji price, meaning that Twill yet makehim ?

Anjw. Equivocations and menu! rejervations are both
abfolucely as our Proteftanc Divines univerfal-
ly hold. However, we think there’s a wide difference
between thofe ~ejuitical trickt,, which wou’d dollr lyall
Truth, andanfw'ering diiciftly a™d openly to every Que-
ftion of whatever Nature that is put unto you, w'jcn in
many cafes Ihou'd you either do 10, or lay nothing at all,
ihQworJt wou'd be taken fot :rranteil. In the prefenc
difficulty, tho’ your Chapman demands pofitively the
loweft price you can fell your Goods for, youarebyno
Law, nor by common Equity o'olig'd pofiiiveiy to anhver
him. Youarenoc upon your Oath, nor are yon Uaund
QO Ifwak the whole Truth, ch6 you muft the Truth ard
nothing but the Truth: --—--- Its therefore an calic irattcr
tojhifc the anfwer, andyet fo as for the moft part to
give latisladion j you may juftly and truly fay 'tisworth
more than he bids for it, if capable of different prizes,
and he bids but the very loweft, or what's indiiferent j
nay, we chink you may lay he ftial have it for lutha
price above the loweft, which he may take for a pofi-
tive anfwer to his Queftion, tho’ it be but an indiredt
one, which we chink is no Equivocation, as we are lure
‘cis no Faljity or Injuliice, tho’ a deceit it is, but we chink
an innocent one, and fuch 'tis certain there may be.

Queft. 4. Is not that anfwer which | think is pofitive,
that is commonly given by the Seller to the Chapman when
he would raije the CuSomer to a higher price, a dawnrighe
Lye, namely, when I am bid a Price that | can take, toget
more it is commonly jaiJ, | can’'t take it, or Indeed I can't
takeit: //'tis a Fault, where is the remedy, and the houejleft
way to advance ths Price, finct a Trader cant live always by
alow, or the loweji price ? '

Anfw. There’s no queftion to be made, but when a
Man fays pofitively he can’'t take a price which yet he
can take, that 'tisa Lye. As forthe Remti), we think
it better to fay he will not than he cannot take luch a
price, which to be fureisno Lye, if he then really Ipeaks
according @ his prefenc Intentions,'tho’ he may after-
ward fee juft Caufe wichout any Lye, to alter 'em, there
being fome circumftances granted and preluppofed ot all
tides m every fuch rclblution and promilV, which may
either confirm or alter it, and which yet are far from
any Equivocation, or lIccret refervation, of which more
in the next

Queft. y. Suppoje | have [et my Chapman the Ioweflprlce
lam willing to take, and tell him pofitively 1 will take no
Ufs, yet after all, futpofing the quantity and Chapman to be
confiderabley be profiers mt witbia afmall matter
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iemnd” *i“d retU m gke any mm : May not t withoutfn
comply with his Dentals, rather than Icfe the Sale pj the
Goods now prelenty or my Chapmans Cufiom for the fu-
ture ?

Jnfw, As before, we don’t doubt but 'tis Lawful for
any Man to recede from his Refolutton, if he lees Rea-
lon @Odo fo, which he might roc fee or confider, when
he made fuch a Refolution t Now ‘tis certain that the
Prtfent SaU is fomctimes a very great Advantage, and
that as v.ell as a future Cuftom may fo far prepondsTitty
as not only to make it Prudent to Sell at the hjwe” Pricey
but even in ibme Cafes at lefs than it Coif you.

Qyed. 6. Suppeftng | have by me a Parcel of Goeis”™ part

whereof is good and part ba.lj both whereaf cojl the jams
Price mar r.oi | lawfully mix ’ew, it being notin my way
to'get a F:*:e anfaerable for thegoodt that I might be a /a*
ver by the rtfi?
1 jirriw. There’s fcarce any doubt to be made that’tis
law | to mix the good and the bad, fo asto put 'em both
offat a leafonable Rate — but then not to fell them at
as high a Rate as il they were all good, tho’ you your
feif bought 'em fo, fince one Man’s Cheating jou can be
no Excufe for your Cheating another.

Qpeft. 7. tf 1 cannot get a reafonable Price ftr my Goods,
to afford Weight and Meajure, may t rather than loje my Cu-
ftomer agree with him forfuch a .~amity ofGoods, and mahe
him believe he has his Due, which may be fo indeed according
to his Price, yet he has not what be juppofes himfelf to have?
be it undersloo.l lihewife that 1 can afford him my Goods as
Cheap as any body elje, only fame Peeples Humour is to be
thought Hard Buyers and Good Husbands ?

jdnfw. There is we confefs fome difficulty in this
Cale — For, of one fide the very Qiieftion fuppofes that
no real InjulHce be done to the Chapman, but that
he has the worth ofhis Money, and buys as Cheap, as
he can any w-here elle: But yet on the other fide, here’s
a Falje Weight and a Falfe BalUnce, here leems to be a
jpliia Cheat in Iradingj and befides, the very probable
Confcquences of liich a Pradtice are fo bad, that we
think it ought not to be done ; For Example, any Tra-
der that Buys a Parcel of Goods for fo much, or luch
a quantity, muft fell 'em for fo much again, either
by Wholelaleor Retail i ifrhefirfl, he innocently Cheats
another, and you muft bear the Guilt on’'t; if the fe-
ond, he’s IHcely to find out the Cheat, and then your
Credit is for ever loft with him, and 'tis ten to one he ne-
ver deals with you more. But fuppofing your Cufto-
irer no Trader, he may yet take a Fancy to try your
Goods by other Weights or Meafures, by which means
if yqur™ come not up to the Standard, you are certain-
ly difgrac’d, and you lofe both your Cuftomer, his
Fnendfliip, and your own Honour.

Qjeft. 8. Tour Opinion cf the Mulders of fuch Weights and
Meafures, knowing the Defgn, and whether they are not
Partners in the Fact ?

Anfw. We fuppofe by Makers of fuch Weights and
Meafures, the (~erift means thofe who make the very
fraudulent Weights and Mealures, ( as Found freights,
yards, &c.) by which thei’j/e is to be made, not thofe
who apply fuch Meafures to the Goods, Pack 'em up
or fuch like : Accordingly we Anfwer, that we think
em rather more Criminal chan the other, becaufe there
are more ill Confcquences plainly in Piew on fuch a Pra-
flice; for they not only are accefTary to thofe before
mentioned, where there is fuch an honeft Intention,
but to all thofe Cheats which may voluntarily ~ com-
mitted by fuch falfe Weights and Meafures.

Queft.”. JVhether Mr. John Smith'/ little Book, (Print-
ed i6i6.)efthe Inequality of Natural time, and his Table
of Equations in it, dogive us a fatisfaSlory Account of the
Variation of our Pendulum Cl$c{s from- a Sun-Dyal ? and
whether the [aid Book ‘tni Table be not made to excufe the
Imperfeciion of our Clocks ? or whether a Clock would be lefs
perfeSt, tf tt alwayes went true with a good Sun-Dyal ?

Anfw. Itwould be more perfedl, for a good Sun-
Dyal is a perfeift thing. The Bookis a good EfTayof
thewayto adjuft Watches, and Clocks, and codifeover
the Imperfeaions of both : But the Equation is now
exactly done to a Minute jfor every Day, by a Table In
Parker's Almanack, which never was in any Almanack

LONDON, Printed for

before, and which has the Approbation of Mr. ru»S(i
and other excellent Aftronomers, which Almanack fu
perfedes all that has yet been wrote of this Subjeft.

Qrieft. 10. Pray your meaning of that Text, Pay Th-
buce to whom Tribute is due,C;rc. becaufe your Mfia
about CuHoms was not clear ?

Anfw. What is morally andpofitively evil every Ma
knows, and without Repentance there can ~no-hr.
don of Sin againft God, altho’ the Offence, as igaioj

Man, extends no farther than the Damnation chat tk
Law appoints.

Quelt. I1. my do the facobites dijlikeyour Anfwer iA
Saturday ? n

Anfw. Becaufe they pleafethemfelves with the woM
fence they impofe upon our firft Anfwer unto the (S

ftion about A private Gentleman defpifed by his R el”
and Friends, becaufe he was in a low Condition, and %
or fupportei by the Charity of a Friend he did not expeia
from. Thev will wreft this Queftion from a pnvee
Gentleman s Condition, to the moft Publick andry/.
minant: 'Tis true, it isbut what they in Concert wk
their ROMAN BRETHREN do by the xVews, fmia
It, chat is, give it afalfe turn. But if they will neei
have It a Publick Cafe, tho’ no CL-cumftances oconcut
thereunto, ,then three apparent Ab\elute Falfim m
la the Queftion, r/?. So defpifed, fo fupported h tr.
at Friend, and one that it could not be exp/eHed from; V¢
might fling down the Glove to the moft cunning, «
the wickedeft of that fort of Men, to try to n®b
it true and hang together : They might as well b
ftance in the Fallen Angels, as in the Frenth King’skeiq
indued with pure Friendfhip, they both aifting fna
the fame Principle of Generofity.

compleat lisrmij

for July is now in the Prefs, which ( dn
now, and fball for the future ) coni
chiefiy ofBooks, and the News of Leam
ing, that fo no Book of Value, printd
either in England or in the Forreign Ja-
nals may efcape our Notice. Printed &
John Dnnton at the Raven in the PoHUrtf
of whom is to be had The Compleat >
hrary for May and June.

aiDljcrrtfcmcntsf.

r/jtt ATHENI-

T GAZETTE w ill be Publifft ntSi
Monday, Refolving all the mofl Nice ardOot\
nous Queftions, Propofed by the IngemoitiUu
either Sex, from Tuefday, May the ioih./0S»’
turday, July Ath. 1692. Price
Seventh f*olume w ill be neatly done up in
Paper, with a General Title, Preface and IndJ
to it. Printed for John Dunton at the Raven™

Poulcrey, where is to be had the Inrire
Athenian Gazetts, and the Supplements to
WAN//b theyoung students LIBRA
RY, bonnd up all together ( with the Alphakin
cal Table to the whole Tear) or elfe in fep<ttA
Volumes, C orfingle Mercuries to this time.)

T 'He Ingenmus and Diverting Letters of the

-z ravels o Spain A ilp Tijiree ks '~ 1
pleat. DefcABIRY the Devotions, ries, Huin<H
Cuitoms, Laws, Militia, Trade, Diet, and KecraM
ot that People : Intermixt with great Variety ot

nTo Surprizing Accidents j being

Trueft and Beft Remarks extant on that Court and Lc- 1
trey, London, Printed for Samuel Crouch, at the C<di
ner ot Popes-Head-Alley, next Cornbill. i6”z.

JNUNtOIT at the Rav,>, In the Po™/nef,
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