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Quelf. 'H ether it be a Sin^ a n i o f w h it  N i -  
lure, to procure Abortion^ where the 

,  I Perjon is oibtrwije inevitably ruin'd ? 
Anfw. Undoubtedly ’tis a S in , and a moft barbarous 

one, and that ot Muroer, if  it be lb to defhoy a Per- 
fons Life to lave our o\vn I f ’tislaid, that there
may yet be no L/|r, ’tis anfwer’d, that this can’t be provV, 
for it may be there long enough before ’tis perceiv’d ; 
and befides, there mult be Life  as loon as the rational 
So«jlh united to the matter, which as we have formerly 
prov’d, mull be in the very inllant of Conception^ o- 
therwife Man does not generate M an. The Perlbn con­
cerned, now (he has brought her lelf into lo miferable 
a Condition, muft then ciioofe whether o f the two, her 
Soul or her Body Ihe had rather ruine.

Quell. 1 . I  read o f fonts Philojophert that deny'd there 
VIS any fuch thing df Motion j the befi reafon I  cou d 

f t l  any of 'em give '̂ for their Opinion, was this, that Mat­
ter being infinitely divifible, andalelTer part of Matter 
being to bemeafur’d belbre a greater, therefore Motion 
was impolTible : Pray your Opinion o f it , and how is 't  poj-' 
fihle fo anfwer this ObjeBion, fince we fin d  matter o f Fact 
en ta iiS i ic, but not our Reajon ?

A^\w. Yes, our Reafon and Senles too afeyrtain us 
that there is fuch a thing as Motion; and the fallacy o f 
Ihe above-lid Argument,'rhd very fubtle,may beanfwer’d 
thiT i Injini'.y mei\iiTes In fin ity ; But CO explain this, thefe 
Wiilofophers that deny’d Motion, went upon this Princi­
ple, A  part H Left than the whole. As for Inftance, fup- 
pofe (feethefirft Figure) Iw asco walk or move from

g  to jfe, or from the line c  ro

a-
X
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rlie line a, fince a part of 
any thing ismealur’d before 
the whoici I muft pals thrb 
the line b before I can get 
to tlie line a, and before I 
can come at i» I muft go 
thr6 d , and before I can 
reach d , I muft come at r, 
and before I can get to e.

IT

D

■r,«'592-

I muft get the halt way to 
ir, and lo on a i  in fn iu m ,  
becaufe Matter is inhiiirely 
div'lible, and nothing is Co 
finall,butchat it ma}- be divi­
ded again. Thus thelc Gentle­
men argue, and tl'̂ b sve ap­
prove this part of their Ar­
gument, and grantchat mat­
ter is infinitely divifible, it 
puzzles not the Cafe, but 
helps on with the Solution j 
for as the Matter to be mea- 
fur’d is infinitely divifible, 
fo the matter mealuring is

' “  infinitely divifible, and the
application ol’ Infinity to In­
finity, is as Natural as the 

‘ Pplication of what we call finite to fomething el!e of 
ĥc fame fpecics. But ’ns not only Motion that falls unr 

this Topic of Immenfurabil-.ty, but time, place, and 
'̂̂ cry thing elle in this World, and Perlons may lay 

"'hat they pleafe about the unincelligibihty ol the Na- 
^r«ofGod, Spirits, Souls, 6A.and think every thing 

plain and eafie, when there’s really as great a dir- 
I’caky iQ tiie Mature of the moft grofs Corporeal Be- 
2SS, for all Matter is in its felf potentially Infinite, and 
^  Ideas we h?ve of Matter being finite, or limited, its 
jypoffible to comprehend its Nature, as the Ingenious 

Lodi upon Humane UnierfUnJing has very well ob- 
>crV(L

, Queft. 3. H'e often hear o f Mealuring t k  Earth, althb 
t is  certain that there are many irregulur Mountains and 

ra llie s  which dejiroy its  roundnefs nay, and fame perfons ve­
ry w ell s lii ltd  in N avigation, have in  their Northern S a il­
ings gone jo  fa r, that their Calculations w ereo fn o u fe , or ve­
ry little . Of to the hour of the day and night, &c. w hich has 
made ’em to conclide that the Form of the Earth is  not fo 
round as believ'd ; B u t on fuppojition i t  w ere, what certain 
demonjirathns do you fin d  for the Menfuration thereof?

Anfro. The digreftjon about the irregularity o f the 
Terreftrial Globe may be confidered by us at fome o- 
ther time, we fhall only at prefenc anfwer the ^ e fti-  
on o f .Meafuring the Earth, utoii a Suppofition that it 
really round : for the greateft Mountains in the World 
are very inconfiderable, and bear not that proportion 
to the Earth as a I'mall Wart does to a Mans Body. 
The Methods that have hitherto bin made ufe ofto cal­
culate the bignefs o f the Earth, are two, either 
in finding out its Diameter or Circumference. As to the 
firft, MauTolicus demonftrates it from the 37 Prop, of 
the ^d. Beoli of E u clid s  Elements-, or, which is all one, 
from the dch. of the z d . BooJi., (as in Figure II. in Margin.) 
Suppofe A  the top of a Mountain, whole height is 
known, looking from A  to  3  along the extremity o f 
the Earth, the Angle B A C  is made by a Plumb-line 
c ,  and then the length of the line A  B  is found bv Tri- 
sonomecrical Calculation, which Iquar’d and divided 
by A  D , the heighth of the Mountain there remains, 
J>E  fhe Diameter of the Earth. See the demonftration 
hereof in the aforefaid Propoficion. As for the Cir­
cumference of the Earth, Erarojiheaes demonftrates how 
it may be done, in a jP ro p . i  Book of E u clid , which 
fays, I f  a right Line fa ll upon two Parallelie, the Alternate 
Angles Jbatl be equal, (as in Figure HI. in the Margin) 
the Exterior A ngle Jball be equal to the Interior and oppofite, 
and the two Interior A ngles on the fame fide Jhall be equ.1l 
to two right A ngles. Now, fuppofe Alexandria  in Egypt, 
at the poi#b B ,  and%HJ, where the Sun is in his Ze­
nith at the Solftice, at the point A ,  where let the Style 
B C be eredled perpendicular to the Horizon, and let 
D F ,  E C  be two Rays proceeding from the Suns Cen­
ter (when in the Solllice ) which are parallel between 
themfelves, let D  A  that Ray of Light, perpendicular 
to S'yena, be liippofed to be continued to P  the Center 
o f the Earth. Now having obferv’d at Alexandria, the 
Angle G  C  By which is made between the perpendicular 
C  B ,  and the Ray o f Light E C  t \ fay, thole Rays being 
parallel the Angles are equal from the above Propofiti- 
on. Now the diftaiice betwixt Alexandria and Syena 
being taken in Degrees, the proportion is —  If fo many 
I>egrees give fo many Miles, what (hall 360 : Thus 

upon the ufeot that Propoficion.
Queft. 4. A  certain Carpenter in  Southwark was found 

dead to all outward appearance in the Neighbouring Fields, 
fth ie  was in the Sicfinejs Tear ) and was brought to he bu­
ried in St. George s PariJJ) Southwark, was put into a Cof­

f in ,  and lay that N ig h t unburitd in  the Church, in th; dead 
time of the N ig h t the IPatcb going their Rounds efpies ana- 
k e i  Man fitting  upon the W ail of the Church, they tooli him  
down, carried him to a Neighbouring Im fe , and pus him to 
B e d ; Hs was let Blood, and w ith  other helps recover'd, and 
liv 'd  two years after, but was (diferSd nroer after to cdB a  
Jhadow in his walking as others do b j the Sun-beam s: Query, 
yourOpinionof the matter.

A nfw . As for the former part of the Relation, we 
don't queftion the probability o f it, having our lelves 
many certain Ipftances of like Nature: But as for lu's 
not calling a Shadow, as other perfons do, we cant ad­
mit the Truth o f ir, being ablolutely comradiitory to 
Reafon and Philofophy; thofe that plead for it, ought 
to give an Account who and wliac thole Perlons were 

 ̂ that
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tliat his not carting a fhadow, before we a n
be perfwadedoffucha thing j lor however unreafona- 
ble the Relation is, this we are certam, tis very unrwlo- 
nableto leek for a Reafon of what has not a being,
fiirther than infancy. , . ,

Queft. y. There veat i  ^ n m j e n t  to you 
qudruTS of & Tear fince, t o % i s  effeH : Whether ther 
were any two Perfons in the World that have an equal 
Number of Hairs on their Head ? Toough t is  a M-itter 
of no great Confeijum e, yet there's a Curiofity tn t worthy n 
M athem sticiint thought, of which we underjUnd your Socie­
ty has now an Eftablifot Member, as we are certain by 
feme th ir i lately done, and more promifed. ,

^nfw . That there are more Men in the Wbrld than 
Hairs upon any Man’s Head, is very certam ; perhaps 
according to Sir pyiiliani Tettit's Account, Londot may 
have more Perfons in it than any one has Hairs on 
his Head 5 but allowing that the Number of Perlons 
iij the World exceeds the Number of Hairs any one 
Man has, ’tis demonrtrable there are an Equal Number 
of Hairs, thus : Suppole no Man had above twenty 
Hairs, and the Number of Men in the World was but 
twenty one, ( for the fuppofition is the lame as if  we 
went to Millions) then we’il luppofe the firft Man had 
but one Hair on his Head, the lecond two, the third 
three, and fo on to twenty, in this order, i ,  a, 3> 4>
y, 6 , 7, 8, 9,  10, II, 12, 1$, I4, i s ,  t 6 ,  17, i8,
J 9 , t o .  Now no Man being to have above twenty 
Hairs on his Head, ( for the Number of Hairs does not 
exceed the Number of Men) let the Querift fay what 
Number of Hairs the one and twentieth Man lhall have, 
and he’ll find it importible not to Name fome already 
Named j as for inftance, if  he fays 12, or 1 9 ,  or 
there being fome amoiigft thole twenty Perfons that 
have already thofe Numbers on their Heads, by Conl'e- 
quence there will be fome tliat will have equal Num* 
Mrs.

Quert. tf. / prefume the fa m e of (  the reputed Prince )  
Giolo, admired for bis Curious Paintings and Stainings up­
on hif S h in , hath long before this arrived to your E a rs , and 
*tis poJfibU your Curiofiiies may e 'r e th is  have invited you to 
take a Perfonal View o f him : Pray favour me fo far, as in  
your Mercury to g iv e me your Thoughts and Obinien of him, 
ft being very Jhrewdly fufpecled that not only the Prince him -' 
fe lf , but hii Story and Reputation is whoHy a Cheat and 
In ^ fiu re  ?

A nfw . It has been the Caftom o f many Nations to 
Paint: T is  laid the Ancient P iS lt  did the like, to ren­
der therafelves terrible to their Enemies 5 and fo to this 
day do many Barbarous Nations, with Clay-Earths, 
Juices, Oyls, (Sr'r. And others to render themfelves 
the more amiable, Cut or Pink their Skins in Plovers, 
or Prick and Stain it in Variety o f lhapes; as the Priefts 
now at ^erufalem prick the Reprefentation on the Arms 
o f  thole Pilgrims that Vifit the Temple or Sepulchre 
of Chrift at ^erufdem  ; They no doubt learn’d it o f the 
Pagan Priefts: And we to make Letters with Gun- 
Powder on the Hands. But this Prince, who might 
be fo Unfortunate to be a Piifoner, is now expoled 
with all the Coft the Court in his Countrey could be- 
ftow upon the Skin, which is o f extraordinary Art and 
Curiofity, where the Ladies may fee all the Varieties 
o f Beauty-Spots on his Skin, the like has not yet been 
in England and if one was in thofe Countreys, it is not 
eafie to have that accels to the Perfons of their Princes 3 
and this which is now to be Iwn can be no Irr^oftor, 
nor have any of our Artifts as yet perform’d any thing 
fo extraordinary.

Queft. 7. Gentlemen, Tour Opinion is defired hy the next 
Athenian Mercury, i f  a Gentleman and a Lady be (olemnly 
ConiraBei, and Jke be forced by her Parents to Marry ano­
ther M an, wboje Wife of the two is  {he in the Prefence of 
C o d ?

Anfw . There is Remedy in this Cafe by the Law 
but, FaHum Valet —  The fecond Marriage is ftron«ft, 
and her Crime is not fo bad, being forced 3 but mere 
ought to be no furprrze, Years of Diferetion and ma­
ny things concurr to bring it up to a Solemn Contra^, 
which the Qu6ftion feems to Propofe.

^ e f t .  8. Tom are defired to demenjirate the Nature and

latitude of the Duty of Reproving our Neighbour, in its feve- 
ral Circumjlances, and how to do i t  fo prudently and fncertly, 
as thereby to E d ife  and Reform him , and Vifeharge m  own 
Confciences ^

Anfw . To Blazon ail the Vices we know of Men in 
common Difcourle, would eonftantly biiing a Man into 
Trouble to prove the truth, and that way cannot be pro- 
per to reclaim a Vitious man, or to reprove him 3 neither 
muft we fpeak follly of any Man,to detradl or defame him: 
The way is privately to reprove, and endeavour to 
reclaim him, where it is p ro^ r in our Stations 5 if Iw 
regards not this, there is no Peribn fo proper as the 
Minifter of the Parilh wheieunto he belongs, C.fuppo* 
ling him a good Man) and if  he remains obftinate, and 
your private Prayers for him, and your publick Admo­
nitions will not work upon him godly forrow, then 
acquaint the Communicants of the Parilh 3 if that avail 
not, look upon him as no Chriftian, but as a Heathen, 
then let the many or moft Votes-Excommunicate liim, 
to reclaim him, not to ruine him in Goods or Eftate3 
and when he hath repented, tten tlie Minifter to ab- 
folve him, and the other Members o f the Church to 
reftore him, as Sc. Paul advifes in the Cafe of the Cvrin- 
thian Excommunicated by the Minifter and the People, 
being the Church at Corinth.

0Ol

Severfl Queftions lately fent us are already An- 
fwered. 1

anbeifttfement?!.

ttjT T ^ H e Seventh Volume of the ATHENIAN GA- 
i  ZETTE is now Publilht, Refolving all the inoft 

Nice and Curious Queftions, projioied by tlw Ingeni­
ous of either Sex, from Tuefday, May the 10th. to Saturn 
day, ^ u lj the 9th. 1 6 9 1 .  Price i  s. 6  d. This Seventh 
Volume is neatly done up in Marble Paper, with a Ge­
neral T itU , Preface and Index to it. Printed for 
Dunton at the Raven in the PouUrey ; Where is to be had 
the Intire Sett of Athenian G a ie tie s , and the Supplement 
to ’em, and alfo the YOUNG Sl UDENTS LIBRARY, 
bound up all together,  ̂with the Alphabetical Table to tlie 
whole Year ) or elle in feparate Volimies, (  or lingk 
Mercuries to this time.)

THeo. de Mayerne equit. aurati, Regis Britan, archiit.
Praxis Medica. Seu morborum internoi urn pratd* 

pue graviorum &  Chronicorum Syntagma. Ex Advtr- 
fariis Confilns ac Epiftolis ejus fumma Cuia ac Dilipa- 
tia concinnatum. Ex approbatione Pr*lidis &  Cenlo- 
ruui Reg. Coll. Med. Lond. Londini, Sumptibus 5i«. 
Sm ith, ad infignia Principis in Cocmeterio D. Pauli.

RIchardi Morton, Med. D. Regit Col. Med. Lond. So* 
cii& Cenforis 'x v v̂toko-^o. : Seu Exercitationcs ^ 

morbis univerfalibus acutis. EJusdem Phthifiologia 
Exercitationes de P b th ifi tribus Lihris comprehenfa to- 
tumque opus variis Hiftoriis illufttatum. Londinh In'' 
panns Sam iulis Sm ith, ad Infignia Principis in CoelDeĉ  
rio Divi Pauli.

TH c L ife  o f the Reverend M r, Brand, vjiti' 
his Funeral Sermon, Written by Dr. > '  

nefey. Price Bound i /.

Queft,

THc Second Part o f  Flores JmelkBnaUh 

containing three Centuries more of Sc- 
ledt Notions, Sentences and Obfervations,Col' 
k d e d  out o f feveral Authors, & c . Both 
by M atthew  Barker., Minifter o f  the Gofpel.

Both Printed for John Dunton at the 
in the Foaltrcy.

In the laft Mercury, for Anna BuUen read ■ W' 
mur.
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îrlwir 
“tasks 

aqual 
royc 

Queft.

*ftbe I 
•e /ofli
‘ Ik  Tem 

fiom

I
KKral, i

L O N D O N ,  Printed for gioDn ©OntOH at the Raven in the Poultrey,

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




