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The Athenian Mercury,

September 17. 1692. Licens'd, E.Bohuft,

"Hat isyour Opinion oftho Ute Eartb-
quakys ?
. Anfv. The Earth is founded up-
onthe Waters, whofe (ubterrar.eous Channels may be
im cttteita fome parts of the World__ by Earth, bitu-
mnos and fnlphureous Subftancesj it’s evident, lome
Rods afford 0 ~L, as Oyl of Peteri and other Liquors,
which will burn like Oyi or Spirits diffolved by fub-
terraneous Heats and Fires, from whence Sulphup’,
Nitrous and iiiflameable Vapours are Created,” which
rften take Fire br the Airy which _pervades the Caverns
ofthe Earth, then caufing a Roaring, the Precurjor of an
or Eruption near ; If the Matter in the Volts
ke much, the Vapouis fill the Circumjacent Chan-
relsand Cavities Ib taft, that if they pr<bibu their paj-
e, the confin'd Wind expands the Concavities, rersds
AEarthy ami the Air intromitting the cracks, firesthe
Steanrs, which blows up the Earth, and a fiery Volca-
ro breaks out, or a Sea, or an Ifland, or hot water, or
Peftilcnce, by the infeftious Vapours, or a new River
rifes, or old River dilappears. Vion in the Life of
has Indances of both. Plato in T/w. afllires us
tre AtUntuli llUiid lunk and became a Sea: And Sabin
in hisComment, on Oi'ii lib. ly. Fab. 3. tellsus, in An.
M0 aShip with its Anchors was found fmallowei up
Ha Mine 0} the Alps. Bat moft remarkable is that in
Sstifi Travelsy z9 Sept. 1538. near the Kingdom of
hitpitSy where after fevcral days trembling of the
Earth iiuhe Circumjacent Counneys, about the lecond
hour of the Night, the Sea retired, freUi water role at
d» bottom of Che Shore, and a Mountain vifbly afeend-
ti, with hideous roarings, vomiting of Stones and Cin-
drs. It alio appears by the Monuments of our Hilb-
ries, that Eartbqualies have done much damage in divers
laits in Enila-ii : If the Fire continue in the Volts,
N Vapouis, or Wind may be fuccelTively tranfmitced
~voughouc the Concavities of the Earth, and caufe a
'mbling inTHOjipans of the ff'orld, more or lels accor-
as it meets with oppofition from ocher vapours,
imtill i: expire 5an.i fuch an Earthquake Eufebim
@figtios 36j>, and the late Eanhqualit here in Englandy
»?lthat in iUnders and HoUaciy might be from vapours
siifporf'ed from that in Jamaica. Thcle are fome ofthe
Whwrialand Natural Caules, but the final Caufe is the
Kvine Vengeance,

Quell. 2. A Friend ef mine bought fome things for a
MMatlemins li-'ife, but Jlie dyed beforejhe bad 'emy and my
ffitni give Ihrn me, the value was 51. odd money : How-

myirlend ainongji other things in the Bill which ke

bee Husband, reckoned theje alfo, ought / toinform

that if IjPIl be [0 generoas not to expojemy

I win pay him in fome time as much as they were

~hnal'ly wofih when given to me, for my Friend wcud,

the Oenileman if in his hands m ji have (old 'em to

epb/jj ;/ leughi to do this, or otherwife 1 k”ove rm

tinlffs as above, becmje | dare noturge it to my Friend, for

W artzry that | Jhm'i difpiiie his honejly or kindnefs, the

i 'MU be fare to lofe if I for needkfs ScruplesJhould

We him, and Vm afraid my Repentance cannot be jincere
atciptable till I am fatlsfied in thk ?

You are oblig’d as a Chriftian, or a good Mo-

(a.id 'ci* hop’'d yoa are not willing-to quit

thole preceniions) either to perlwade your

Ji«dwiio indeed is the chief Aggredbr ta make Re-

?~ioa, or elle ibr you to do it your felf j for as

®{jullice in you to detain any perloiis Goods with-

phisknowle-lge or Content, Ib ’tisdoubie injuftice

Friend to take Moneys for nothing, as alfo to

‘ipofe of whit was not his own. Now toask whe-
A N Conciiuance in fuch an ill Aclion (efpecially

Rellitution may be made) does hinder the Since-

Quctt. I.

rity of a Repentance, is too grofs a QpefHon for any
one that has learn’d the fiift Principles of Chriftia-
nity. You, may fend the value without difeovering the
Party, or the Canfe, and it is enough.

~Whether Angels he really CoTporeil or no, free
‘tis afferted bf St. Auftin, 79 f.Bafij, St. ChryfoUom, St.
Beiiiard, and above twenty more of the Ancient Fathers,
befides other Authors living in all times ef the Church, anl
of late by Scheibler, Flud, Webfter, Dr. Moor, OTf. a%
learned Men, end able Philofophers ?

Anjw. We can't deny ’em to have Bodies, after Ib
many great men have aflerted the contrary; but what
fort of Bodies they carry about 'em, how they move,
aft, (~c. is and will certainly be a Riddle to all ofus
till the Refurreftion, and really 'tis a Slatter of no
great Confequence to be ignorant till then in a thoufand
more more lucli Abflrufe Matters.

Queft. 4. ffe read in many very good Autbsrs, and |
my (elf have h”own it, it being fo common a thing, that
before a or feme great Man dyes, or is beheaded, See.
his PiSlure or Image fuffers fome confiderable Bamage, as
falling from the place where it hung, the firing breal;_ing by
fo/ne flrange invifhle touch ?

Anjw. Dr. R:r//n in his Life of Bifiiop Laud, (asthe
Qperill had alfo oblftv’d) gives fucli an Inflance as
this, That the Bifhop going into his Study, which
no body cou’d get into but himlelf, found his own Pi-
fture lying all along on its Face, which extreamly per-
plexed him, he looking upon it as ominous. As tor
the manner of the Aftion, we fuppofe it may be rank’'C
under the Clartis of Voices, Appearances, raps with tnvi-
fible fVands upon theWall, &c. which God Almighty may
Commiflionate his Angels or Spirits to do, in order to
give his Creatures notice of their Change, and to make
preparation for it, or for other reafons beft known to
himfdf.

1.
Queft. y. Say ifyour Studies can devife.

Or what new Methods can youfind.
That Men made up  Oaths and Lyes

May }ei be Clurm’d by Woman kind ?

2.
Or fince t&eTask/o hard dees prove,
JVhat fit that our poor Sex mufi do,
JP"hile though we -"ould declare our Love,
‘Us yet too dangetvus to IVte ?

If we Surrender foon our Hearts,
Hoofe eafie Conquefts you difdain,
ret rail at all our Female Arts,
And fwear that MaidsJhxili never feign.

4||
How wretched then is Virgin ) A h
fVhtch neither Path can faf~ry,
Since Scorn attends on feeding Truth,
And Virtue yet forbids to Lye ?

Anfw. A brave Kefifiance gives renown,
Whiift eafie Conquefts all difdain ;
The longer you defend the Town,
greater Honour ftill you gain*

Nor ever was't elleem’d difgrace
When there’s no Succours in the Fieldj
Altho’ you’ll not betray the Place,

On hoMurahht Termj to yield..
3. That



That reeik you need not own
To thole who e”erlj purlue,

Nor are withoui our Fcrces known,
But you Cheat us and we Cheat you.

From Queftions by etifnarinr Touih
Propos’d, your Wit mult fet you free,
You need not tell us aU the Truth,
You're on your Oaths no more than we.

Queft. 6. Tf)is Pindaric”. Fragment includes a ~efUon
which you are dejirei to Anfwtr :
Once, with as little Wit as Grace | faid
That every Mufe
pid but her Langiuge, Senfe”ni SubjeH too abufe,
Her Flights of Fang all her humour and her fmoorhnefs
When lhe her Tribute to Religion paid 5 ( loft,
Such Arguments as thefe
Fed up the early Error into a Difeafe:
That Saa'ed things by ftrange Poetic rapture tofs't
Much of their awftil Grandeur loft,
Thar the becoming Gravity of Matters all-divine
InPoetry are hid, and cannot with their native lufire Ihine.
At leaft the facred S le became
A Pny to Vanity and Fame,
That Numbers did confine
To Ihallow jingling meafures things that are divine j
Impos’d upon the fenfe
And narrow’d all the Sacred Eloquence;
Rtters the vigorous Style with dull Effays of IVit,
&ill Paraplorafing what was neither meant nor writ,
"Till the emphatic Strains and lofty Phrafe that every where
In Sacred 1Vrit with Majeffy appear.
Are by tlie beft of Pens mifus'd,
By moft abus'd
Better'd by none, but hacJineyd up and down,

‘Till that fmall Reverence once we paid dwindles away to
( none

j4nfia>. Pardon me all you great iafpired Train,
If I your facred Names aflume invain.
And like “neas by the Goddefs led,
Difturb the quiet Manfions ot the dead,
Where mighty Cvtfley, where fwcetlyes,
And their own deathlefs Numbers ling,
Whilft gentle Spirits Vivine Nepenthe bring,
And drown the fenfe of mortal miseries,
Arife blefs't Shades arife,
If ought you yet are mov'd with fenfe off™w,
If ought with undefervei blame,
Arife and aid — in your own Caufe engage
With an ill-nttur'd and an/«/#«<? yJge,
Who Wit wou’d fain confine to th’ Stage or Stews,
Debauch each Grace, and ravifli every Al«e
And where their Curfed Arts cannot prevail,

Their odious Love loon fours to jpite.

Where they before ador’d, bUfpheme and rail,
And lwear fair Virtue's felf’s a hypocrite :
Sneaking and dull, and fit to make a Slave,
And Vice alone is witty, wife and brave.

Not all the Colours Verfe can give,

Can make itfair, or make it live.

1.
We need no more that”™”r fair worJ{s oppofe
To thefe unhandfcoflFEFees,
How have you made bright Virtue brighter Ihine!
And while your Noble Art eredls its Shrine,
Vivinky it felf almoft feems more divine ;

Its Charms fo numerous and refiftlels prove,
We know not which we firfl lhou'd love,
Whether immortal Cowley does rehearfe
His Hfre in Iramortel Verfe ;

Or bolder In great Pintkr's footfteps move.

From Cloud to Cloud ftill fearlefs rove,

Nor llops'til] at the glittering Walls of

1*To Light it felf new Light he brings,

Like thegreat Spirit, o’re Chaos fpreads his Wings,
Loud, asthe Ctierubs Trump, the KefurreSiion lings.

Or mighty Milton walks thro’ Paths untrod,
And lings the ancient PVars of God,
As on the Stage we fee it afled o're,
Almoll as lively as before.
Here Turns meet Turns, and grappling fall
Abrupt o’re Heaven's high IVail:
Thro’ frighted Chaos there,
Like fcatterd drops of dying Light
And here the brazen Pandemonium rear.

glare.

Sweet Herbert! who can ever weary be,
That writes or reads, or thinks of thee?
Thee, or gymtSandys, whofe illuftrious Name
Is ev’'n to difttnt Afia known,
Who ftripc ofhis difguife has David lhown:
Smooth Patrick, fince a partner in thy Fame,
Crasfhaw, for whom our love zr\Agrief are paid.
Whom Cowley liing, as he the Sacred M aid:
With Norrk who from divine Plato brings
Truths which he more divinely ftngs.
Thele, and a thoufand more in Ages paft,
Whofe Works fttall long as thisrM/ Poem lafi:
Nor here let Envy change itsfide, and cry.
Why all this wafte ? Truth needs no Poetry.
True, yet it more perfwades, if neatly cold.
Nor is afewel worfe for being fee in Gold.
fVit's only Nature to the life exprefs'd,
In her own unaffedd Beautys drefs'd j
Tho’ lafting, firm, and noble all,
The Cop can't exceed the Originall:
'Tis ajufi firoke, a lucky hit.
And Poetry's the Flower offVit.
If for the Altar we the beft prepare.
How can we fail to find acceptance there ?

fPhen we have receiv'd Poetical Queftions enough tofillr
A Mercury, you may expH another Entertainment of thit
kind.
\ * The Ladys Queftions will be Anfwer’'d fpeedily.

All Ingenious Querifts are defired to fend in ttaf
Queftions as formerly, to Smith's Coffee-heufi in
Stocks-Markfi, forthe ATHENIAN mRCURTvVIH
be now Printed Tueldays and Saturdays asforriKrlfi
by the FIRST UNDERTAKER, ~okn Dunmitt\i
Raven in the Poultrey j of whom is to be hedete
feven Volumes already Publilhed, or lingle Mem™
ties to this time.

aDijertirem entiii.

tCt A Mourning Ring in memory ofyour DepafB™

I'\ . Friend : Containing, Tt;e Hmije oj Heepirg- Ik
Siekmans Pafiing-Bell, The Pilgrims Guide. Dearh-W
Thoughts, tne fatal Moment, the Treatment of the
in order to their Burial. The Funeral Solemnity.
Conference between the Mourners. An Account erfth
Death and laft Sayings offeveral Eminent Perfon.
lervationson the Bills of Mortality. Advice totlw'
that are difeas’'deither in Body or Mind. The Wftic$ol»
Perfon giving up the Choft. The Deatlvwarch ‘J
Authors Tears: Or Meditations oh his own Sickh®
Death and Funeral. The Danger of a Death-bed
pentancc. The Hiftory of ihofe that have dyed w
denly. A Treatife of the Four Laft things. Compote
chiefly of the Authors own Experiences, clurin/r hijk?
Hinds, A walk among the Tombs: Or a Difc”
of Funeral Monuments. Of the ieveral Cuftems cfBa-
rials from Adam to this time. Of Epitaphs andotfcj
Funeral Honours. The Second Edition. Kecomtn**
ed as proper to be given at Funerals. Printed for
Dunton at the Riven in thePoultrp.

Difeourfe upon Ufup : Or lending Money I

A creafe. ( Occafioned by Mr. David Jones's i*I

hy

tes.

ie/

FareweL Sermon:) Proving hy undeniable Arsus"

the Lawfiilnefs thereof, andanfwering hisPlaufib'c”™
jediions from Scripture, Councils and Fathers agaic™
Publilhed at the Requeft of feveral judicious andfo™
Chriftians, for the Information and latisfadlion oiH
fuch as have or may be concerned in this Matter of'
general and weighty Importance. London, Printed «*!
Samel Crouch at the Corner of Popes-Head Alley ov™*j
galnft the Royal Exchange in Comohill. i
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