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Queft. I. ^ H e tb tr  %ht A n c im s  h t i  the ufe of
Letters, or conveyiu^ Intelligence 

.  .  fh m  one plice to another, feeing in
JacobV time he never heard t f  his Son Jofeph t il l  b is  Bre­
thren went down in n  Egypt, and he there made i^nown him- 
felf unto 'em, and when fucb a laudable praSlice may be thought 
to be f ir  (I put in u f e f

Anfw. Intelligence may be convey’d without Letters, 
and probably was fo before thofe were invented, or 
common in the World. Letters, whether we under- 
ftand CbaraSiersoT Epiftles, were certainly firft invented 
or ufed by the Eajlern hiations —  The P h m itia n s  are 
^id to have had ’em fome of the firft, and Cadmus ei­
ther to have added fome new Characters of his own to 
the Alphabet, or have got ’em from other Nations and 
infcrced ’em. The Pbanitians very probably had ’em 
from the f e w s ,  as they from M ofes, anci he either re­
ceiv’d ’em by Tradition from 5 he»i, or Divine Revelati­
on, or eife himfelf invented ’em j for from the Egypti­
ans it feems not at all likely he fliou’d receive ’em, who 
inde^ ufed Hierc^lyphicks, but we don’t read much 
of their Letters in thofe early days, nor are we fure 
they were invented, at kaft the common ufe o f ex- 
prelTing the Mind by ’em at a diftance, when jofeph  
was in Egypt, thA there might be other Reafons for his 
not acquainting ^acob where he was. However, the 
firft place we read of any EpilUe in the H. Scriptures, 
unlels we are miftaken, is that of David to ^oab, and 
the firft writing was that of Gods own Finger on the 
two Tables, th6 this is more properly engraving than m i-

z .  U^ether Society or Solitude be wcS preferable 
in order to  the m bleji E nds of M an ?

Anfw. ’Twou’d be almoft impoffible to advance any 
thing new on a Common place, which has bin thumb d 
fo many thoufand years, and by fo many thoufand A u ­
thors. Some o f the freftieft and beft thoughts on both 
fides may be met with in M r .C o w le s  Ejjay fo r  Solitude, 
ind Mr. EvelfKs againft it. Honeft old AriSole has 
fumm’d up almoft all that can be faid hi a tew words, 
“ A Solitary Life, fays he, is either Brutal or Divine, 
"'abne or below a Man ; Whence his other A jftrtion is 
clear, That Man muft be n P o litica l, or if you will, a 
Sociable Animal. We muft confefs, coud we believe a 
Man aiifwer’d the E « iof his Creation, by an afceticli He- 
remhicd Life, we don’t doubt but ’twoud give the 
highheft Pleafure he is capable o f in this World, by ^ n -  
tempiation and Medication. —  But, Mon fumue aieo fteU- 

as was faid in another C a f e , are not yet fo happy, 
nor ought we co be fo, that being a cowardly fort of 
Concern; which is got by running away from whatever 
diipleatts, Shou’d all good men thus take a whim of 
IcaviHg the World, what wou’d become of it? andwou’d 

|jf doc'be juft fuch a piece o f  ju jiice  and iindnefs as for 
all the Phyficians in a Hation co go live m a m d e r n e ls , 
left cheir Patiencs foju’d infeft ’em ? We done m the 
leaft doubc but that ’cis much more difficult to live ho- 
°eft in themidftoffo many thoufand r(fmp;«ww, which 
arc unavoidable in this World, than to do fo when re- 
ti|ed tVo.n all things o f that Nature: But tho difficult 
cis pijfib’f, and the more difficulty the more Honour. 
’̂»t but chat we chink the greaceft tryal a true good man 

’a'jll have of his Virtue, while he remains on the Scene 
c* A(ftioii, lies on the contrary tide to that where tis 
generally fulpeded. In our Opinion he has more need 
of his Patience chan his Temperance, and he muft ^  
better humour’d than we pretend co be, 11 when he 
otKe know.s it well he does not almoft lofe all his Charity 
for this ifw.ifnrW.

Quert. I  have to maintain my w icktd Extravagancies 
longed a certain Perfoa who is  now dead, both of Money

and other th in g s  for w hich being ,very fonfible of t h e h il-  
noulhefs of my otftnce againji M m ighty G o d , F n  now re- 
fo lv d  to nu^e a fu ll and fpeedy reftitution to the fVidow  of 
the Deceas’d : But the Jhame o f owning my fe lf  guilty o f fuch  
a E a B , malfes mevery unw illing to put my Name to a Let­
ter I  (hall fend with the Money. Pray your Opinion, whe­
ther the fatisfaSiion won't be fufficient without difeovering 
who / am to the Perfon I  fend it  t o : Tour fpeedy Anfwer it 
earnefily defired, becauje I  can have no refi t i l l  it  be done

Anfw . This might have been fooner anfwer’d, but 
that ’tis without a Date ; and befides, we have already 
reply’d co fevwal Cafes^fo very near it, as wou’d have 
given the C^erift faiisfeftlon, had he taken the pains to 
turn over our Indexes. However, in particular we 
think, chat fuppofing the Perfon to whom he intends 
f^ fadlion  be Difcreet and Pious, he'd do very well to 
tike i ’iiTwe to himfelf, and cither, put his Name to his 
Letter, or in Perfon w ait upon, her, and acknowledge 
the Injury. But this we find moft Divines think he’s n<jc 
obliged to do, i f  the Perfon to whom he’s co make re(ii~ 
tution has not thofe CharaHers, but is fuch a one as 
wou’d C', ’ inger his Reputation, or Lite, i f  truftedwith 
a Secret c i  chat Nature.

^ eji. 4. I am near 33 years of Age, and have for 
thele ly  years paft led an idle andloofe Life. I have 
confidered o f the Folly of it, and am mightily concern’d 
I fhou’d waft fo many years in Debauchery and Extrava­
gance : I am extraordinary delirous co reform, but 1 find 
chefe Obftaclcs, vi^. When I was about 18 years, I  did for 
Gain fwearto an Account that it was perfeift, when I 
did chink che contrary. Some Years after a Young 
Woman did profefs a Kindneft to me, th6 I never en­
courag’d her, yet in my Cups I did tell, nay Swore co 
her Mother that I wou’d never marry to any other Wo­
man but her Daughter, noewithftanding I foon afefer 
made my Addrefs to a Vertuous Lady of a good Eftate, 
and after fome time I gain’d her Conlent, and we made 
a mutual Promife, but flie hearing of my Circumftan- 
ces, put me oft for fome years. Ac length I grew 
tyr’d, and withdrew my Affections, and plac’d them on 
another Woman, (w ho was then a W i k )  which the 
I^dy hearing, ftie thought her felf acquitted of her 
Promife, and marry’d another. The Husband of my 
new Lady dyes fuddenly, and gives me liberty to per- 
fe(ft my Addrels, (  which I have done ) but not in chat 
way I ought, ch6 I from time to time have promis’d 
her Marriage, but have not yet perform'd i t : This 
Woman has no Fortune, and I have wafted mine. Now 
I have two Sifters, whofe Portions were in my bands,
I have likewife confum’d themj they are both Elder 
chan my folf, and unmarried, and depend abl'olutely 
upon mej I am in Debt, have no Employment, nor In­
come, I run further in Debt, and my Sifters work for 
their Living, ( which heartily conceras me.) I have 
fofoolilWy behaved my felf, that I have neither Relati­
on nor Acquaintance that will do any thing for me. 
Gentlemen, I humbly b ^  of you co diredl which way I 
fliall make my peace with God gnd Man : I am of che 
Church of England, tho’ I was never confirm’d, nor ever- 
receiv’d the Sacrament. 1 did once fo diloblige my Mo­
ther, chat I am inform’d flie Curs’d me, tho’ afterwards 
Ihe was forry for her ralh expreftion, and did ever af­
ter embrace me with a more tender Affedfion- Gentle­
men, I cou’d not tell how to make you underftand me in 
fewer words, but i f  you pleafe, this is the Subftance 
of what I defire. Whether I am. perjur’d, it being 
a Cuftemary Oath, and in a publick Concern ? How 
far, or whether my Oath to the Mother of the hrft Wo­
man was binding, the Daughter not long aitei' wascon. 
cr»aed W aao:her ? Whedier I was guilty ot breach of
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Promife iii tb« fecond, and whether I am obHgd to 
Marry the third, or whether I may Marry any other 
who will enable me to pay my Debts, and maj« re-
ftitution to my Sifters,
((he repenting ) be of any validity ? Whether I ought 
to receive the Sacrament in the ftate I am now in, I 
mean upon an unfeigned Repentance or my fins pair, un­
til I am Confirmed by a Biihop? G m k r m ,  I  do hum- 
blj defire your A d vice in tbefe d itira B m s, and am refolv d to 
M o w  your Virrifionsy and i f  ever I  am tn a Capacity 
find out fame way to ac((nowledge your l^yninefs : l  am , Oen- 
tltmcny your Unfortunate Supplianty but hope much Comfort 
from your Advice P o v

A nfw ' As to the matter o f Accounts, Swearing where 
you believ’d f or was not perlwaded but that) you for- 
fwore your felf, if it was not to the injury o f any bo­
dy, your fin was only againft God Almighty, aiw muft 
be conlefs’d to him, and begg’d Pardon tor 5 i f  it was 
in order to injure any Perfon, yon ought to make refti- 
tution, or reiolve to do it fo foon as you can. As for 
year Promife and Oath to the Mother of the firlt Wo­
man. it was a Wickednefs if  you did not defign what 
you faid, but ’twas no Contraft with the Daughter} 
however the Daughter being*ettcrwards Contracted to 
another, your Obligation ccafes. As for your Promife 
to the fecond, your fin was breaking your Promile with 
the Mother, and living fo ill as to dilcourage her from 
giving you entertainment, which probably Ihe womd 
not have done, if  you had aaed otherwife. As for 
your Obligations to the third Lady, if  you had not en­
joy’d her but upon Condition of Marriage, you ought 
to proceed and fatisfie the World publickly, notwith- 
ftanding the unhappy and mean Circumftances attend­
ing } but if otherwife, ’tis our Opinion t.Ut you are 
free, for Marriage is a Sacred Inftitution, and its ends 
are ill anlvver’d in tying ones felf to an Adulterefs, at 
leaft one that has not given very good Evidence of Re­
pentance for being fo. As to your Marrying a fourth, 
it depends upon your management ofthe third, and what 
has pais’d betwixt you, which you have not been par­
ticular enough in to give us a true Notion of the State of 
the Cafe, which therefore we defire you wou’d open to 
I'ome learned Divine for your refolution. As to your 
Mothers Curfe, you may afliire your felf it can have no 
influence upon your Soul, if you repent and become a 
good Man, we know not what it may as to your ^ y  
or Temporal Concerns, for it’s a more dread^l thing 
to be difobedient to Parents, and turn their Bleffings in­
to Curfes than every Body thinks o f : As for your Re­
pentance, you ought to be as particular and relolv d «  
you can, refore you approacn the Sacrament, and it 
wou’d be very well to nave a paticular Spiritual Guide 
to have always ready at hand to Confult with upon 
occafion. You ought to be Confirm’d befixe you O ot- 
municate, ( if  you can conveniently ) ’tis the order 
Chrift’s Church has obferv‘d, which is all We think 
you have demanded of us.

Queft. y. m  have in  our Common of Aritbme- 
t U ^ r  the M eafuringof a Circky tbefe two Numbers given  
to uSy 7. for the Proportion of a Viam tter to its C ir­
cumference-, Cfeery, yFbether they be exaHy and who was 
the Author e j ' e mP  . . . .

Anfw . Archimedes, de Vintenfrone Circuliy has given 
us thefe N um ^rs} M ttiu s  gives us 113. 3yy. which 
is fometliiog nearer the truth : Mr. }^erfty has given us 
1 to 3.i4iy8: Dr. VVaUis in his Treatife of Algebra

Fifties fmell, common reafon wou’d teach us that they 
do} for finceNature docs nothing In vain (perhapsI 
need not add ) at leaft ordinarily, it wou’d never have 
beftow’d Noftrils upon Fifties to no ale ; If it be ob- 
jeiied that Water is too thick a Medium for the con­
veyance of fraells, it wou’d be anfwer’d, that Water isf  ̂ f • — • •  ̂—— —* — * - * - * - -— — f - —
the proper Element of Fifties, and therefore it might as 
well be faid, ’tis impoftible that Man (hould fmell in To
thin and fubtile a Medium as Air, for both are equally 
ridiculous. As for their Taftin^, the fame Argument 
holds good, Nature having provided them with a Tongut 
and Pallat, or elle they would be often cheated in their 
feeding, fince their Eye cou’d not always exactly diftin. 
gui(h their Food, efpecially in the N ig h t timey which is 
the chief time of feeding for the largeft fort of Fifti, I 
mean in our Common R ivers, efpeCially where a way lyej 
along the fP'ater-fide: ’twou’d be needlefs to add, that 
federal ingenious Filher-meii prepare their Baits with 
the ThiSfure of Afpery and other Oyts, to allure that Senle, 
and fucceftfully too, as they will tell you. As for Hear- 
in t  we have already Anfwer’d ir in a Qieftion by it 
felf, and Ihow’d it impoffible, both from the Structure of 
their Organs, they having no Ears or any thing elle that 
fupplies the Office o f that Senfe, as alfo fi om Matter of Fa% 
Fifti ^ing terrifyed by the leaft Motion, when they lye 
Sunning themfelves, but by no Noife whatever, unlels 
it be (udi a Noil'e as (hakes their Element, and the 
Earth too, as the Shot of a Cannon, 'S ee. and then 'ris 
not the Noife but the Motion that aifeCts them.

Queft. 8. Whether the Story o f Greatricks ( that faims 
Irijh-man )  firoak,ing and Curing mo/i Difeafes by laying m 
of his Hands, be a Truth, and by what means is  i t  thought 
that he got that Power ?  or is  the whole but a Fable ?

Anfw . There’s none o f us that has had any Perfonil 
Acquaintance with him, or can receive better latisfi* 
ifion than publick Relations^ As to the poIfibilUy of 
fuch Actions, they are indifputable, and we have in 
Ibme of our former Volume^ in treating upon the Cuie 
ofthe King’s Evil, given a'full account ofthingsotchiJ 
Nature, and Ihow’d that ’tis not only Irifb-m an, but 
particular Families o f feveral Nations, that have been 
Notorious for their refpedtive Cures.

0̂  We have lately receiv'd the following Quefti* 
on, vi-^. W hether i f  the Purtifhmem of Criminals 
cept for Treafon and Murder ) were changed from beiti 
Capital to perpetual or Temporary Slavery, according » 
the nature of the Crime, it  would not probably be 
effeSual P ^  T h is  Queftion came not time cnoo  ̂
to be Anfvver’d in this Mercury, but ( 
Queftion of moment) (hall be anlvver‘d 
of all in next Saturd^s Mercury.

SlDiiettifement.

has enlarg’d It, i  to
i|  5 thofe that pleafe may go further, that of

t O ' Compkat Library, or News for the Ingcnio^
J, containing an Hiflorical Account ofthe choic® 

Books newly printed in England and in the Forre  ̂
journals -, as alfo the S t i t t  0} Learning in the World. To 
bePublifhed Monthly. This for A V G V S T .  Printed W 
John Dunton at the Raven in the PoulCrey \ of whom is J 
be had The CompUat Library jer M A T , J V N E .  / W ' 
being the three firft that v?erc Publilh’d. The 
Library fof S E P T E M B E R  is now in the Prefs.
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Metius is near enough ehe truth for PradHcc.

Queft. 6. Whether the ^ d r a t u r e  of a Circle be poJfibkP 
Anfw . Not ’till an odd Number can be divid^ into 

two equal Integer Numbers, which can’t be done by 
our common way of Notation} what fucceeding Ages 
may out we know not, but as in the preceding Que­
ftion the Proportion of a Circles Diameter to its Peri­
meter may w  found inexprefsly near̂  the truth, thA 
not exaiily, fo the Circle may be (quar’d by the help of 
Poligons fo near the truth as to deceive the fenfe, which 
is near enough for PradUcc,as we faid in the laft (^eftion. 

^ e f t .  7. Vo Fijhes fmell, tafie, and hear P 
A ^ w . I f  we were not afTur’d by matter of Fadl that

BJU Grajt-Inn-lane in Plow-yard, the third Door,
1 Thomas KjrUm, a Collegiate PiiyfKian, and Sworn l y

fidan in Ordinary to Kin® Charles the Second, until
who with a Drink and Pill ( hindring no Bufineli)
to Cure an y Ulcers, Sores, Swellings m the Note, Face, or 

- * • ‘ " '■ ’ ----

2 •*•so*' j • .......................... ..........
evil from the Lower Parts to the Head, and lb dcihovs many- ‘ . 
Drink is 3 r. the Quart, the Pill J s. a Box, with Direflions; 
ter Purger than which was never given, for they cleanle the BiWV

k!1 I.

% wt

- -......... Vffla ilCVCI giVCiJj 1U4 iucy vtvnlliw
all Impurities, which arcthccaulb  of Dropfies, Gouts, 
Stone or Gravel, Pains in the Head, and other parts. Wirl-Stone or Gravel, yams m tne tieau, ano oiner pans,
Drink at 11. 6  d . 9  Quart. He cures all Fev ers anci l»t 
without Bleeding, except in tew_ Bodies. He gives his Opnu** 
all that writes or comes for nothing.

L O N D O N ,  Printed for J2 « n t0n at the Raven in the Fo»/trey,
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