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tl'e (bill new in iWx, end in a U the Poetical'  lercuries wf 
p^lijh for thefuturey infert a Formal Challenge to VICb, 
wherein w i l l  endeavour to render all Vice as  ugly and ae 
tiiout as i t  really is ,  and on the other fide VIRTUE 
nulj ATniable and lovelyy fo that a ll together there w ill he a 
form’d POEM. TtHs N ew  ProjeSi for the Promotion of 
Yirtuey jhall lx  confin'd only to one Vertue and one 
Vice at a timOy that the other ha lf o f  the Paper may be 
jh e  toanfwer juch Queftions that arefent in  Verfe, at 
jhall arty way merit to be tahen notice of.

Challenge
V IC E  and A T H E IS M .

K in d  S p irit who deft thy fe lj around difperfe^
The Soul and G uardian of the Univerfe:

That ’tisaWorld, it only owes to thee, 
Which elfe wou’d ftill a frightfiil Chaos be :
To thee thofe which round itfhlne
Loudly all o’re eonfejfing Hands Divine.
Thy fiiendly IVijdom firft, O heavenly Dove 
Did teach the jarring Elements to love,
Till Death and Sin  did the fair band unty, 
t>ifiolve the Leaguey and marr the Harmony j 
Hesce all the mifehiefs that beEege Mankind,
If̂ OTSy Earikquakesy Dearthsy Tempeftuous iVaves and > 
And a long train of blacker Plagues behind ; (W in d ,J  
Hence mo^irous r ice  her Hydra iiead does rear,
And beat with hideous w ings the burtheifd Air :
Hence the lewd A iheifi lives to dare the Sky,
And hears the Thm dtr roll unheeded b y :
U -F iith  and Life their powerful Forces joyu,
With Hell’s Auxiliary Bands combine_i ^
Proud 0 f  their Numbers rrar/.> and r/VtKrhght,
Who here, almoft alone, maintain thy right j 
Yet a brave few  there are who firm abide,
(And Jlem with their b'>ld brejfis t.he Impetuous Tide,) 
Who dare be tho’ Numbers them defpife,
And Tpight of riJUcule ftiil dare be w ife:
0  may I, tho’ unworthy, have the Grace 
In their bright rin lis  to fill the hunblefi p l u e .'
ThiSiViff into their Sacred Treafure bring,
Mnr they difilaiii To mean an Offering'
Whilft you, kind Spirit^ my frozeo Breaft inTpire,
And lighten with your own C aleilia l F irei 
So (ThH I with fuccefs all Hrll engagCy 
Above the Affronts o f an ill^natur'd Agey 
Safe in my clofc unknown Retirement be,
And love and pity thofc who cenfure me.

0 )g.irt-ck Atbeifm ! firftlM grapple thee,
Root of bad Life and Infidelitie !
Tno’ tothe thou mile ih y  lof^ bead, 
î etjoMy thy boafted Sword, fhall ftrilw thee dead s 
Proud of thy Ancient bonk, thou feek’ft in vain 
To draw thy Peiigree from mighty Cain.
He fear’d a Gody and tho' he wifbt him none 
Like thee, yet what he fear’d he needs muit own : 
Porthofe who did Mankind it felfdifgrace,
The haughty Gyants o f his F aitbleft rare.
All of their Hiftory we ever knew,
Is only that they wanted Grace, like you *.
Theirpri^d Memoirs alas we don’t enjoy,
(Did them the Ancient Chrifiians too deftroy ?)

By G od and by his injur’d Father curs’d 
Rebellious Cha/Uy in fpite produc’d the firl>,
By whom thou wert in muddy Eg)pt nurs’d j 
Ev’n Egypt thee did foon aftiam’d difown.
And rather choofea hundred Gods chan none.
Thence t'nou to lying Greece didft w'andring run,
Where all thy hated Company did ftiun,
Proferib’d and banifh’d there, ignobly fell,
And thro’ black Acheron didft fink to Hell;
The Fiends at thy more monftrous Form amaz’d,
At thy defeera intemperate on thee gaz’d,
Bid thee from thence agen to E.uth repair.
They all- byiiev'd, and knew no A theifl tl'.ere:
Nor woii’a i he Earth agen polluted be.
But thou from place to place art forc’d to flee,
Eternal ragabo'dsy thy and tiee.
I f  all Sanfon and Heylin we furvey,
Where ere bold Ships have cut their watry way\
Where e’re by Land the feet d iB ea fis  or Many 
With raxlirg JVheeis or numerous Carravavy 
Through landy v ro rU s  have pafs’d, w'c light on none, 
No Towns no NationSy who a God difown.
Befide% che better men, che more inclin’d,
M01 e fix'd to this great Truth we tliem ftiall find t 
The more they this believe, the more their Care
For a good L i f e -------------- ;------
The wifer and the better (till they are.

The Arheifh all deny, enrag’d and griev'd.
And fwear ’tis falle by what they neVe bcliov’d,
That there’s enough to fpoil th' laduH:'<n boaft,
And inftance in the fierce Sohlanian Coaft ;
The Uri in the Weft, i‘th’ Eaft a few,

Monomotapa and Zendeno.
----- Should all they ask be kindly granted true,

The Argument’s ftili firm, which thus we guard. 
What’s one llnall part to this great whole compar d ? 
Some few exceptions fpoil not general Rules,
Mankind is Rational, tho'Atheifts Fools.
Though little Inequalities are found
On its rough face, all grant the World is round.
Befides, for your good Friends w’e urge agen,
’ ris doubted if  they’re rank’t with Beafts or Men;
Scarce Humane in their Geflure, Voice or Face,
From Seed’s confus’d, a monftrous Mungril Race.
Enjoy your mighty Aim, and whilft you pleale,
Now boaft of fuch unenvy’d Votes as thele :
And fiuGe with them you’ve fo much fympathy,
’Tis pity you fhou’d ever parted be.
O  wou’d you People fome forfaken place.
Your felves alone, and not Mankind ditgrace s 
To th’ Cape, or the Cartihbe Ifles repair.
Steal, Murder, Ravifii one another there.
r  your Faith, your Piaftice joyn, we foon flioud Ice, 
Th6 not admire what che fuccels wou’d be. *)

In vain you urge that Honour does lupply >
The place of Juftice, Truth and Piety. J
Your God, your Rule to guide your Atftions b y :
For Honour the Reward of Virtue is,
O relfeablaft, a Shade, a Nothing’tii.
I f  Virtue you allow againft your Will,
You grant us Principles of Good and 111.
A  higheft Good there is, if Good at all.
And Good Supream the Deity we call.
I f  ftiil Confent of N ations you deny.
Still pleading your own wife Authority,
Laugh at the Idea wliich you can’t confute.
That true and real ’tis, we thusdifpu^®*
If Nat’ral ’tis, ’tis granted eves by you.
And plain to Senfe it fclf it niuft be true.
But this appears, and we diftio^^f P^ove,
I f  we all other Springs can firft remove,
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And chefe two Heads alone affign’d may be.
With any Pace of probability,
Ancient Tradition, or State-Policy 5 
That no State-Engine ’tis may hence appear,
That we can track and find it ev’ry where :
Nor cou’d at once all Politicians join,
And in the profitable Cheat combine:
Nor fome amongft themfelves th’ agreement make, 
Others from neighbouring States the Notion take,
Since from all others fome by Seas profound 
Remov’d by Enemies, fome compafs’d round, _ 
Whence what their Friends or neighbouring Nations ule, 
Thefe cou’d not, and the ocher wou’d not chufe,
Yet alHn this unanimous agree.
They all adore and own a Deity.
If from Tradition trackt, in the firft Man 
Ic ends, and thea they own the World began j 
But to what end fhou’d he the WorW deceive,
Or i f  not natural how fhou’d all believe ?
Befides, for truth Traditions Plea ftands fair.
I f  always ’twas believ’d and every where,
What ftronger Evidence cou’d we defi»e ?
A ll cou’d n’t  fure to cheat themfelv’s confpire: 
Traditions help Truths not afham’d to own,
Tho’ does not here on that depend alone.
Nay, can maintain its felf without its Aid,
Th’ Idea that, not that th’ Ides made.
The Truth of this by its own Light appears,
For (ince in the long T rad  of rolling Years 
Around the Globe lo many Nations tofs’d.
So many ufeful Noble Arts are loft,
Taught only by Tradition, how fhouldthis 
Survive’em all, unlefs mare Nat’ra l’tls?
Reft here, you but this one Retrenchment have.
What’s all the World to us the Wife and Brave»
We all the World but our lov’d felv’s defpife,
Wit and right Reafon we Monopolize j 
’Tis Nonfenfe all, what all befide ns fay,
And with loud Laughter ftill we win the day:
We grant you there the odds, and are content 
Entire to yield you your laft Argument j 
Let’s then another Battery prepare,
And try if  we have better Fortune there;
From any Being or EfFed affign’d 
We clearly argue an Almighty Mind,
Each Second Caufe a Pirfi does plainly ftjow,
That Firft is God, nor can we further go j 
•Nothing it felf can make, but we muft run 
At the Taft ftep to what was made by none:
Chance cou’d not make this heiuteous fycrld , nor are
Its Works fo juft, fo regular and fair 5
Nor cou’d ic any more die produd be
O f an unguided blind S ecejjitie  j
Sfnce not eternal, for w’e clearly know
It neither was in Fad, nor cou’d be fo.
The firft is from Arts late Invention plain,
To which fome Deluge you objed in vain:
You’re with fuch Anfwers not your felves content,
T is  but perhaps^ and that’s no Argument 5 
Andasic was not, fo lt cou’d not be,
Since a dired impoflibilitie :
And one abfurd firft giv’n, a thoufand’ more 
Succeed, as palpable as that before:
The firft ablurdity, ev’n plain to fight 
That Monfter is —  «* double infinite.
Fop if the World eternal we conceive,
The parts as well as whole we fo believe j 
But if with juft impartial Eye we trace 
Each ftep, each line in Mother Hutures 
Each ftroke, each beiutitus feature there we fee 
Confutes the thoughts of her Eternitie:
If Sun and Moon, and Night and Day we fcan,
And the great Lord o f the C r e a m ,  Man,
Wide Earth, vaft Seas in hollow Caverns pent,
This Noble Truth in all is evident.
And firft the chearful Light o f Heaven’s fiifr Sun 
Thro’ infinite Progreffions cou’d not run 5 
Nor cou’d the Earth in the fame ftate perfift 
As now, nor cou’d from endlefs age exift:
Which thus for what we urge webring to bear.
The Sun, the Light, the. Earth together were j

If then the Light eternal cou’d not be,
No more could any other of the three j
But that cou’d not, for chufe you which you pleafe,
Our Hemifphere or the Antipodes,
And i f  eternal ’twas, or one of tkefc,
Or one or both we muft aflign to be 
Enlighten’d by the Sun eternallie j 
I f  only otert not theirt, {(theirs not ours.
Further it follows, but a tew Jbon hours j 
But Haifa Day wou’d all the difference be 
Betwixt ftort Time and long Eternitie:
Nor cou’d Sols beams on both at once defcend.
Nor L i^ t fucceffively to either lend
From all Eternity —  if  this you fay ,
You grant, at once o’re all the World ’twas day,
I f  that you’re as abfurd, for if you plead 
This Light did from Eternity fucceed,
And either after either warm and chtar 
Now ours, and now the Southern Hemifphere.
This fatal Confequence you can’t avoid,
Which has your own Hypothefis deftroy’d j 
That fomething elder than eternal is,
And further that it felf eternal ’tis.
In two eternals tell me where’s the fence 
O f the fame Age, yet fix hours difference 
Between their Birth —  Befides what cou’d you gain 
If  both Eternal granted ? fince ’tis plain 
You’re forc’d 10 own if you to this agree,
At once the jame thing c a t and cannot be,
Suppoi’e what’s infinite may be furpafs'd.
And what eternal is have f ir ft  and l a f l :
If then the Light wkh equal pace does run,
And coatfaneous is with Heaven’s bright Sun,
As Eartii with both, and if  the beautious Light 
Cannot be in its a£fion infinite.
We needs muft grant fome Principle more high. 
Which aftion both and beii^ can lupply;
And that’s a God, who Earth and S&n did make. 
Which to demonftrate we did undenake.
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