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The Athenian Mercury:

NatttvDat, Olfokr 8. 1692. Licens'd, E. B.

("eft. 1. 'Here's a Report of <in old Gentlertun m
arrived to his ClimxSieriq. yet is
__ become Young again, by Drinfiing the
Sub H'iters for the Goute fVisat's the Caufe of thit
N
Anlv. Letters have been fent to this purpofcj but no
jeolick Paper has informed the particulars of this Re-
mrtation from Old to Young, therefore its an uncon-
fir’d Report, alth6 its as poifible in this Man, and
ihisAge, as in others. Fuller in his Worthies, p. 308.
felites that a Scotch Miniiier a hundred and ten was
rtaovated 5 and Flempiae Funda “fedic. c. 8. pag. iio.
lesDiite to a Letter under this old Young Nkn’s hand,
lislrihiag his Obfervation upon his own Remutation,
bis Namre lubfcribed, Patric™ Mallei 1Vian, Minifter ot
Ferdinand Loper Hiftoriographer to the K.
iFmugal”™ in the Sth. Bookof his Chronicle Reports,
IHtin ij8. the Vice-Roy had a Man prefent-
rithat was above 37oyearsold, had been Remucated
Itair times, and enjoyed near 700 W'ives, fome then
Ure. Tergifemaio in his firft Journey of his Difcourle
fram VeUfquts relates, Tiiac an Abbefs near an hun-
tei, had her Youth and Beauty rertored, black hairs
kpell'd her white, ~d a new letc of Teeth, her Bi*eafts
ttw plump, and lhe found fuch a ram”nc Vigour,
%fliewAsaiham'dtobefeenalmort, that iewasamute
IGfewhether her Vow of perpetual Cliaftity was not lu-
pfeded, and that lhe might marry if flie pleafedj how
(re lived after this rejuvenefcence, the Author doth
prelate. The Nature of the Bath waters is in former
jMrauriess But ifanyfiippofeA/eie-t uled a Bathing-tub,
|*d Ciarwf or with Viper breathto reftore”j-
old Father, and therefor* its in the powerof Phy&k
" doirdiredlly, we hav,; not yet feen her Recipe.
Queft. 1. A young Lady of my Acquaintance being fent
Flanders  her fVidov Mother, with de-
hive her brought up in the RomiJl) Religion™ where
I'Hheen near four years, and being about 16 years old,
1'*aif <Vow of Chidity without the Ctnfe/u or Know-
't' of Parent, or any other Superiours; Some tim after
fbe Mother bearing her Daughter was defirous to be a
/ewher a letter, wherein Jhe charged her amSer S/
wt to engage her felf by Vow, or otherwife, tiU ~
h her,ortillJhiwAs ii years ofAge andquitilv after
I»tfoT her home, where f>e had not been long, before her
1 fAons returned to the Ckurch of England, wherein Jhe
bipti~i and brought up till about 10 yeitsof Age,
whofti Communion Jhe rv-enter'd, having loft her Mo-
ysthofe will over-rAPd her whiljf fhe lited with her.
Qemltmen, this being the true State ofthe Cafe, you
trei toNive yow Opinions whether you thit~the Lady
Mjrs bound to the p’rformance ofthis Vow?
TheiLadies Mother was in the right of id™ that
ﬁ years «F Age fiic couldmhave made bette_r*J)Jdg-

1 Arifdd benefits the World may receive from
: and therefore the implyed concUciolia or ground
CGeVow mud be as far as it is polHbU, hb ways
2nnant to fome other Superiour Good, which may
E die fil'd be forcleen by the Vowifti if the Vow
"ipoftd otherwife, its void at lirft, only the Brutim
of the Nunnery, as ifit were as firm aVow to
place as to live Chaftly, which is notcon-
@®place. The Lady is no way bound by that Vow,
‘w all the Good fhe can in her Generation, which

not do ill a Nunnery.

, 13- 'd Miaijfcr of my Acquaintance having many
Pnee Orders of Priefibooi, and often preach't in
g F.igund bath in 1 JamesV time, and fince.

9/\

till the AH for tiding the Oathsto ~ William and

which he refus'd upon pretence of a tender Confeitnee, Im
now preaches in a Conventicle, call'd a Jacobite Meeting, and
there frequently adminiSlers tke Sacrament, and reads the Com-
mon-Prayer, but not as by Imw ejlabhfh’i, fet’ he does net
prayfor I William A Mary : IVheibtr.this be nota
Violation of his Ordination Oath, and how far he is per-
jurdby arty fuch Oath, or any other Oath he hasuti;nintb«
Vniverfity ?

Anfw. Whilft men look at one fuppoled danger toe
intenfely, they for the moft part fall unawares into ano-
ther fullas bad, Tn vithm duck culpa fuga ft caret arte>
They pretend to fear Perjury, which is well, but they
fear not Schifm, cenfuriag and condeiniiirg their Bre-
thren, contributing as much as in die;n lyes to the m-
ioe of their Countrey, and apparently betraying the Re-
ligion they prefel's into the hands ofits implacable Erie-
mies. Now we w'ould fain know of them, whether
any Man can by any Oath be Ilwund to do all thisj and
whether this is not the making the Sacramemum pieta-
tis. Vinculum Impietatk? So that they are certainly b/
them that brought this Necefllty upon them, freed Ib
far as they are concerned from this Oath lo abided.
As for the Univerfity Oath, we knovi’ not how !t comes
in here j but we are certain your Friend hxs broken
his Canonical Oath to his Bidiop, by fecting up Altar
againft Altar, and breaking himliclf from the Commu-
nion of the Church, and of his Bifhop, wvithont fuch a
Caufe as will judifie him in it, vi*. upon a Civil Ole
legally determined, by the only proper Judges, and
approved by all the forreign States and Princes abroad.
zly. He has broken his beloved Oath of Allegiance too
in not fubmitting to the lawful Heir and SuccefTor of
~amesIX. late King of England, after the Right of the
faid ~ames was legally determined. He may pretend
he is not lacisfied of both or either of thefe ; but™unlefs
he can produce before Almighty God fuch Reafons as
may certainly conclude him humbly fincere, tlid mi-
ftaken, his Virtue he boafts of is the very Sin he fears,
or pretends to fear. But on the contrary, all thofe
who have fubmitted to the Oaths upon the Judgment
of them that were the proper Judges, have broke no
Oath, and can Anfwer, that they in this obeyed thofe
whom God had fee over them, and fo are falo both
ways, and in the mean time cannot be charged with any
of the ill Confequences that cleave infeparably to the
other Party. And as for your Friend and you, you are
far from that Modefty and Meeknefs, which naturally at-
tends a fcrupulous and doubting Confdence, aflumingto
your felves a right to Judge, Cenfureand Condemnyoiir
Soveraigns, your Brethren, your Equals, the whole
World. And for aConclufion, weirmft let you know,
That State Qu eftions are above our Capacity, and for
the future alluich fhall ly by unanfwered if they be made.

C~efi. 4. iVhatis the Reajon of Colours i

Anfw. The Principal Reafon is from the diiTerent re-
fieftions of Light, asis evident from the Colours chat
are in the Prilm, or Rainbow. Nor does the Diverfi-
ty of Pores a little contribute to the diverfity ol Co-
lours. Mr. Hook in his Microlcopick Experiments ob-
I'ervd, that a Cole was extrearaly porous above any
thing he cou’d meet with, which made him very wclf
conclude, that the Light which reflcdls from more con-
tinuous Bodies was loft in thofe pores, and chererbre
it was that a Cole appears black. Every thing mull 4
of fome Colour or other, it it comes under the Na-
ture of fuch Bodies, which being all of one Ciaiiis, as
Water, Glals, (“c. the Colour is wholly owing to ihe
different Refieftions of Light, if it be of thoie things
which are ftill of the fame Colour, or very near it m

any Light, then 'ris owing to the Pores. As for lu-
ftano*.
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fiance, an Apple whofe fide Is towards the Sun wcem-
hold any other fide to the Sun it will oot be red, nor
will that be dark tko’ oppofite to the Sun, or lookt
upon by a Candle or other lightt The Reafon of it we
prefutne lo be this, that the Pores of that lide or the
Apple that isred, beng lookt upon with a MicroJeope,
are very diiferent from the other fuies, and may pro-
bably be made to from the difTercnt hcririentations in
the Body of the Apple, for the Moiftmethat the Apple
drew, as it was difpers’d and circulated thro’ the whole,
wasmoie vehement on that part towards the Sun, being
influenc'd by it, and by confcqueiwe the Skin or Film
that cover’d that fide fettled accordingly. And what
the ancient Philoiophcrs have deliverd for the Caufes
of Colour, as moie or lefs of Sulphur, Mercury, (Uc.
in the Subjedt, appears very reafonable, fince they ac*
cording to their own Natures, mull neceflariiy caufe
different Fermentations, and by confequer.ee different
Surfaces upon things, which therefore from the lame
light inuft appear diffeient, or of divers Colours.

Quell, f. In the 7th. i Kings, 'lis faid that the moittn
Sea cantaind 100® Baibs™ and in Chron. 4tfc. tis [aid it
ionuind 3000 Baths j pray Low are tbefe two Texts re-
conciUble ~ and what figure doyeu thinli that Su was™ whe®
ther Cilindric-, or Eliptit™ or both

Jr.fpp. Dr. Bernard, Cxon. has given us fo fair ~de-
feription, that we think we need not to add any to it,
vi\. The Neck of it was Cilindrick, and the Body Elip-
tic 3 tho’ it might be alter’d for more or lefs ot an Flip-
fis, tdiat is, the Curve might narrow faficr than the
Dodfor has made it, and yet have the fame Contetir,
piovided it was deeper 5 but fince Mr. Boyle fays that
he law the Figure of one in one of the Jews Synagogues
at Ati~ttdam, very like that which Dr. Bernard had
conniv'd, we think it needlefs to make any other
draughts of the Content. That feemirg contradidlion
of tre Texts is eafily folvd, for 'twas their ordnary
Cufiom to fill it up to the Neck, and no higher, which
held 2000 Baths, but if the Neck and all was fill'd up,
it woud receive 3000: The Qucrill if he cannot pio-
cure the Dodlor’'s Draught, may fee an exadt Copy of
It in the Univtrfal BiblUtbequr, Tom. 14. p. \ii. where
allb if he underllands French, he may be ladsfyed in
every particular iclatiitg to that Curious Piece of Work-
m.aiilhip.

Quell. 6. What was the Sacrijice ofthe ~evijb Children
to Moloch ? ard whether is not ike plate as doubtful as that
of facrificing Jeptha’j Daughter, wikikh m [t believe was o
Ij dedhating her to God, or giving her up le a recluje Life,
as the Nuns beyond Seasf

Aafw. 'Tis the Opinion of fcveral great Men, that
they were not burnt to death. Ludovicus Capellus a-
mongll the reft pretends to give an Account of that Ce-
remony horn the KMi's theinfelves, T They made

a great Fire, and took one of their Children, which

they gave to the Priefls of MUcch, then the Prlefls

gave the Child again to its Father, that by his Com-

mand it lliou'd pal's thro’ the Fiie ; Ke firfi orderd it
U to go along by one fide of the fire, and then by the
i( other, and afterwards thro’ the middle of thefiame 3
“ but they did not burn their Children in Honour of
<" Melochy as they did to the Honour of other fallc gods,

but only made them to pals thro’ the fire, etc. Ca-
pellus brings the following part of this Rabbi’'s Com-
ment on this plate, tolhow the wretched Glofles they
made upon the Law 5 but however it ferves to clear the
place, that they did not adlually burn their Children to
death, for that was too plain againll the filth Cem-
roandment.

Queft. 7. Tou have in feme ofyour Mercuries ridicul'd the
tranlrmaation ef Mettals, which may certainly be rffiSed
both by Natural and Artificial Means-, by tte lafi, as U dai-
ly feen by the PraRice of thymifis - the firft, by Kivtrs,
Springs, Sco There is a vaft Mine in Hungary of pnt Cop-
per, in which there are fevtral Springs running, if there be
put into 'em any eld er bad Iren, m 14 days it turns into
excellent Copper 3 the trtah of thk is attefiei by Dr. Brown,
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inhU Bc(fi ef Travels™ who himfetfwu an

who has new (me of this Tranfmuted Meital by tin,

he Ireught aieng with him: Query, ff'hat UleccuitFi.
tuojo make of this Ji”ater ?

An{w. We have in feme ©four former Papersjivc
our (pinion of the impoflibility ofchangingl afer M-
tals into Gold, but never deny'd what is lo oosrirct
ly known, as changing, or rather extradfing Mirenisa
Meitals, which appear to be of a contrary Naure»|
what they were at nrll, tho* perhaps all is no nored#
bringing to prerfedlion thofe Seeds or Principles Wliii
were there before. As to the life that might be sak
of the Waters mentioned in the Queftion, we lyyd
that any one that wou’d Travel, and may be permmil
to do it, might excradl fuch a Salt out of thole Wiar,
which if brought into England and difloyv'd in ocflft
ters, might have the fame Effedl here 3 and pofiy!
liich Experiments might be made with thele\hfii,!
asto get a true Notion oftheir Nature, andiffg tbl
Work might be performed any where.

Quell. 8. What'sycur judgment about the Frepbtffi
the Sybils P

Ajnfw. The Credit of the Sybils was greater irfa-
mer Ages than now*, when ~ufiin Martyr, UHa'OL.
Ccnjlantine the Great,
fanias, Sic. wrote of’em, they were believ'd Mtbl
tic 3 but our later Critics, who Hand upon theirfiw-|
ders, believe all to be Cheat and Impoflure, tlaij
Number, Place, 67c. are fo differently related, ih
there’s nothing certain to be ccncluded; and nodaij
but a great part of thefe Ccmradidlions are o«;rp
a want of jull Reflcdlicns, and comparirg cm til
with another. Mr. Petit ind Servatius
within theie three or feur Years faid fo muchcci
Subjedl, that fcaice any thing elfe can be added>«
latter will have all to be Frenzy, Madnefs, (ifc- »
the firft will have but one Sybil, \ayir\s, that all Aut™
from the lecond Century ( at w'hich time the
ans began to fpeak ofthem firll) have contbunwWw™
Sybil w'ith other Prophetefles i Whereas Plato,
Pliny, and others, had diftinguilht before, ffealog*
ways in the fingular Number 3 thofe that vyou'dtea’j
confounded upon this Subjedl, may confult wlw*
been written, .with as little latisfadtion as others. '
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