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The Athenian Mercury:
^atUtUa^, OMe r i t ^.  1692 Licens’d, E , B .

Queft. I. L Earn'd Sons o f Athens, f is g  the noble Soul 
H^}0 p f t  xtith ta c k lin g  Verfe dur^ words

That aU the hereby happf tVorld nay know 
To whom a Debt fo undijchargeable they owe ?

(  controuJy

How fweetly can their ftrains U fes cares b ^ i le .
How vail the Thoughty how fmooth the Settcey how

( grand the StUe ?
8.

2.
Did happy AdamV Language fo agree 
With his AffeciienSy Humoursy Harmonyy 
That to'ry word in charm ng ^erfe was ^oke.
Till Sin the Curious Order o f cht Soul fo rudely broke

Whether their Conquefts o’re the Egyptian Foe, 
O r Deberd'szheyy or D avid 's Triumphs.lhow; 
O  Jonathan!  who would not dye, to be 
Immortal made in fuch a Friend, and E legie ?

Ct Ud kind Heaven th is  Rm edy reveal 
The Souls dijiurbed Faculties to healy 
ff'htn Orpheus conqueiiTygers by a layy 
AndDivid drove tin MelanchoUy D ev il awaif ?

This did at firft the Apofiate P rin ce  o f Hell
Ill-apey in naany a Doggrel Oracle j
But ah! too foon he learn’t to mend his Style,
Too foon with h& felfe Charms did feeble Souls beguile

10.

Bid Lebanon /r,1,  or fam 'd Parnaffiis HiW,
Eechoinggreet her S a iiv e  Charmers S k il l-  
Or did (weet HyblaV Bees infpire that Bardy 
B'bo muft have a ll F oSeri^ 's Praifes for's ieferv d Reward ?

Too long fweet Poetry has fetter’d lain 
A  Thrall to Vice, O  break th’ inglorious Cbaih. 
Heroes of Verfe! O  lend your mighty Aid,
To th’ A ltar thus agen rellore the heavenly maid.

IVbe ere be be, we pay our Tribute due 
Legenious Athenians unto you:
Strain ev'ry jirin g , and with ttnufual ^ g b t ,  
R*//e ibe Immortal Hero from O blivion's night.

1.

An(w. I f  Poetry it’s rife to M an did owe, 
llis glorious Name we cou’d not mils to know {

^ . . « 1 • t . pa. .. J
His glorious N am e w e  c o u d  n ot m ils to  x n o w  . 
Above the Stars does its  b r ig h t  Founder ^ n e ,
'Vhat has n o  Humane Author needs m uft b e  D tvtne. ,

Qjefl. 2. Tell me ye Sons 0/Athens, by what ta w i  
P a le  Phoebe moves P what's her material Cauje P 
Whence jh t  derives her L ig h t, or is 't  her own ?
W h a t  makes her in an Halo fometimes ^own P 
How far from Earth is  plac'd her Beddy Sphere,
She doth fofoon compleat her little  Tear?
A nd w h a is the matter Jhe doth roll in there P 
W h a t makes her Change and wanton in the A ir ,  
Sometimes look wan, then red, and fometimes fa ir  P 
B u t why her Phafes jiiU  the fame appear f  
W h y  H ills and Valleys fU ll  feem feattereithere.
Each confiant to its  place when at the fu ll  
Her ptrfeB Orb arrives ? W h a t makes her dull 
Oft-times appear by D a y ? whether her beams 
Govern theTideSy and influence the Stream s?

2.
Cod the firft Pott was, hts fVorks we fee 
Number all o’re confefs, and Harmonie,
Thofe artful flrekes rhemfelves around difperfe 
Thro’ all this beautioas Poem  of the Univerfe.

A n d  wbat to me feem s molt of MyBerie, 
W i t h e r  and how Jhe caufes Lunacie P

In lofty Verfe th’ harmonious ^ i r e  above 
Exprels their Adoration and their V r v e :
Ere Eve and Satan did to Sin  entice,
This fome k^ni A ngel, Adam  taught in Paradice.

Thoughts Herokk w’ere. his words the fame, 
All^rar, yet flee and all they came 3
"IS Virgin Mttfe deliver’d without pain,
^  ever fpoke in Dryitri% or in Virgil's ftrara-

5*
This Honour ah! he did not long enfay,
^[cord and V iet did Poetry deftroy:
"IS fPit together with his Virtue goes,

meanly dwindled down to fneaking Farce and Profte.

6.
Huv'n wou’d not leave the World in that dull fia te, 
But fhty'd what it did at firft Create i 
To help weak Reafon Revelation came,
And Poet then and Prophet always were the fame.

N^k how inlpir’d, Holy Hebrews Cing,’’
“ hen €od they prais’d, or elfe I'onoe Ged-tH^ •

A njw . Various are Cynthia's Laws, exadlly known 
To him who plac’d her in the Heav’ns alone,
The New Philofophers, and thofe before 
Can only guefs, expedl from us no more.
The Matter which doesthe fair^Moon compofe 
The fame with Earth appears, its furface fhows 
As if it like our Neighb’ring World contain’d 
High H ills , low D ales, wide Seas, and fpacious L a n d : 
Her Light her Beauteous Brother Pbwbus lends,
And tho’ (he in Eclipfe her felfpretends,
To dusky Beams, we can for them account,
Nor will they to a H ative L ight amount:
Either their true Original is found 
From the Suns Rragling beams refra^led round 
Grown weak, as far from their firft rife cheyTe paft, 
And fix't on this opacous Globe at laft 3 
O r elfe from other parts, we cannot fee,
Since Luna can’t all o’re Eclipfed be.
When e’re a thin moift Cloud it felf docs place, 
Oppos’d diredl againft its radiant Face:
Its Rays refraft we in a Halo fee,
And Madam Luna ftands in Pillorie.
The fipace from us to her refulgent Sphere,
As Noble Tycho guefs’d o f old, is near 
Thrice ten times Mother Earths Diameter,
Its Orb thro’ fluid yZtber fmooth does go,
Or its own Atmofpher# as ours below.
The different Lights and Shades her Stations take 
From Sol, her different Forms and Changes make. 
She's psley when thro’ a watry Cloua fttf pries,
And red when Earthy Papours fill the Skies,
O r IJruggUDg Winds from hoUflW rife.
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risd  in her Fcriil Robes, all clear and fair, _
When neither Clouds nor Vapours fill the Air :
Her t'h.tfes titetis imilt ftill the Jaine appear 
l o  fight ant! leule, io r  flili the fame they are 5 
Needi Hiib ar.d we in the Moon mull fee,
As I’ere cn F..!rth wheie Hills ani- Dales there be. 
S!ie (ii'n appears in AV/x more pow’rful hght>
As V uidlts are eclips’d w.icn fhe ihines bright. 
Fondlv old Stagers dream the Moon prefides 
O'le ti’.e n'.oiil VVorld, and rules the various Tides ; 
Thcle Rea'ons for’c the Neoterics give :
Wi 0 underii'^th the lame Meridian live,
The Moon -.v ith tht-i'- at the lame time does rife, 
With her fiir B<*ms enlightning Earth and Skyes,
Not lb the Tides wnich tirendi fhe South before, 
With foaming V/aves trey kifs the N.ut’nern Ihore: 
Agen, were Ihe the Caufe, when Earth and Skies 
She L i f t  fiirvevs. leall wou’d their lliiges rife j 
lJut (h is  in Rtft is falfe, whe: Xr.v they prels 
V/ich greater force, but when more large with lefs. 
You ask if  flies of Lunacy the cauie.
And whether muft obey her Laws ?
V/as ever Ihe horn-mad, or day or nigh:
The Dog, that guards her PalUce known to bite ? 
Were eVe her Eyes a Lover known to kill 
Ilefides Eniim ion  once on Latmos-hiU r 
Let’s clear her then, fince’guiltlefs her wc know.
Nor think her mad, unlcfs our felvcs arc lb.

I .

Q iefl. 5. B ltfs ’i  to my wiJJ) I  dU  fe m tly  livty  
Pojfsls'd of all That Love coud asii or 
The Imoorh pac’d Dayes rtere m :e^ r’d by delights, 
A/id painted Scenes o f B lijs  ma.k jko tt 0:e Nights j 
IV itb  Dreams fo fweer, and jteming_ly jo true,
A s  did nio(l Lovers real Joys outdo 
One Paflion me and my dear Charmer mni'd^ 
iihe lov’d //V̂e me, or feign’d lov’d 5
A n d  furt (he cou I not fei^n to that degree,
For I  dy’d not rtiih Joy more oft than Ihe : 

clafped Arms upon my Neck floe bung^
Loolfd lifie an Angel, lil{e a Syren fiing ;
T e  gods, hove often have ye heard her Iwear,
A n d  mrih rvhat plealhre JIk  my Vowa did hear ? 
lyby tviih her ih l^ Q o d  Jboad I  trouble yo«d 
I0 )y do I  live, and fay Jhe is  untrue ?
But Phyllis now no more for Srrephon caresy 
N o more be now the foft Appointment hearSy 
You’ll meet at Night is  eljewhsre whijperedy 
Some Youth more happy reigneth in my Read:
N o  Shipwrack: Merchant ever yet lo jl morcy 
O f lately was fo rich and now jo poor.

Tou wbofe fweec Mufe esn make the dead to live. 
And greater rage to happy Bridegrooms jjive,
Who coud deferibi Great WILLIAM at the Fight, 
A n d  Veries equal to the Subjedl write ?
Find i f  you can a remedy for Fate,
A nd how to vuke her love, or maSie me hate.

A nfw . Repent, if  Criminal, and f i x  your Love 
Upon thofe beatifick Beams above :
Happy if  thofe true Beauties you prefer 
io  tnat falle flie who endlefs Faith  did fwearj 
Nor need you bate, but only piny her.

Blefs’d Mtfj'enger, be gone, no more 
Shalt fright the trembling Virgins hence. 

Thou art the ta fi. V ie g iv e  no more,
Tho' net to love, yet to give them offence.

2 .

M ethinks I  fee them panting lye 
For fear, upon the tender G ra fs,

Ter when they fee thee toivards th en  flye, 
Tfjey skip about, and run, and cry A la s.

Blefs'd Mtffenger, your ff'ork you’ve done,
A nd Jhe as kind as I  dejire.

By Ctnffancy the Fort is won,
A nd wit h fcarce equal flames Jhe’s  met my fire .

Shoiid  I  attempt my blifs to Jhow,
'Twtu’d be alas, 'twen’d be in vain,

IVho can by words be made to Jhow
So great a ffoy as turns almojt to Pain *

5-
Thtrt w ith  this Farewell V ie conduit,

Adieu thou Charmer of my Soul,
I  only this, one IViJh intrude.

May Love o f all the Ladies cheat the School.

Anfw . The Govercefles of fuch places have need of 
Argiu 's Eyes, and indeed ’tis impoflible liich Tricks 
fiiou’d not ue plaid fometimes, be they never lb care­
ful of r'e.r Charge. It appears moft prot»bh- that 
eithei t;iis was pure FrolIicK, and aothii^ in’t, or ell*
that the Amour was o f no httle growth } the two liift 
Stanza’s are either on purpole to confule the finder, or
they have a meaning dependant upon feme lecret paft 
adlions j and the expohiig of this, however rhe Cafe 
/lands, won’t make the C^vernelTes lefs vigilant, ani 
by confequence thofe committed to their Care not le& 
unhappy.

Qneft. f. Wherein cov/ijis the diffculty o f  afeemining 
the Longitude ?

Anfw. Becaufe we have no Point given us to m«»* 
fure from.

aotierttrementsf.
' J ’HjeIc we to fdtisfie tiic Gentleman chat convejed to the

Qiiefi. 4. Gentlemen, I  am inform'd that by fm e  of the 
Hackney Sparkst as 'tis  prejum'd, there have been lately
thrown in at M adam -------- Boarding-School at feveral
times  ̂ or 6 Letters ty d  to Serpents, jeeming a Profejfion of
Love to one o f the young Ladies, but written as well as di- 
reSled in juch general Terms that tho'fome there w erefuffeH- 
e i ,  yet they coud not be direSUy fafteaed upon any, fo that 

mofi took if  only for a Frollick : I  have procur'd a Copy 
o f the laff, which w a s  in Verfe, and is as follows I  woud 
defire your Thoughts upon the whole ?

PubliQier of THE E.AISJVET OPEN, thofe
Letters which be fays l.e tbrrrcrly tooi I'rom the Poll at 

feveral times, ihatfince they Iccm to contain ^  Compleot Secret 
Hififryof ibeUJl l i  Pears, he may expert to have*em inlertedin 
the Second Volume of The Pac^uet Open, which will ^  Puk* 
lilh‘d about February next, the Ftrjl Volume having met with a serf 
kind Reception. Tbts iVallo to give Notice, that the PubUflwr of this 

Volume has received from a Tomg Lady all the Letters iect Her 
during a which (hall beinlerted In tlie Second Voluot
atbremention^,wirh the Ladies Ingenlm .Anfwers to all bis Lettefl- 
Further this is to Ativercile, that if any other Gentlemen or Ladies 
haveany tETTF.KS,!fnt ‘cmeither Irom rheir Levrri or 
Friends, a Publication of which (w ith thereon )wiH ei­
ther fatisfie tliem craratific the Poblick, it tlicv pkafe toUirtd 
*em For M r .  C H . y t p P E L ,  to be left at Smith-a c.Jfce-houfiia 
Ste(i(_s-market, they Iball be Pn'nccit, tegether with tLole l.ctte« 
deiign'd tor The Second Volume of the Facquet cji.w Aral thofe 
letters lent in according to tl is .^dveriifiment, lluji be marW 
with an Allcrilra, to diflinguilb ‘em from thole taken from *1** 
Poft.

The Superfeription w as.

Deliver this to that feir Ladies Hand 
Who does my Love, my Life, my all Command.

A PraVHcal D ifeonrfe  00 the late E A R T H ' 

^ A K E S . ,  w i t h  a n  H i f t o r i c a l  A c c o u n t  
o f PRODIGIES, and their Various 
By a Reverend Divine. Price 6 d . P rin te d  
for John Dunton at the Raven in the Poultry-
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