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Queft. I. T TT®**’ firft into the Minds

X  - L  ^ k/w. The Queftion appears fome-
thing puzling at tirfti but on a Uccle defer
«, all this vaninies — indeed did
never come into the minds of men from witho »
« the very fame time we fuppoie a m n i ,  we 

tor whether we make the EfTence 
Mini to conilft in ASiivityy or c o ^ i u b i lu y . i i f w s  may 
have leave to coyn the PEord) ’twill recurr to much 
the lame thing; i f  Mind is a k»om n£, Tbir,l{t«g, or 
ins Sabfianct, at the fame time it thinks or ads, there 
is Tlmzbt^ which is nothing elfe chan the a S im  o f the 
Mmd, ind which it muft exert whenever it hds aSiu îi

^ t h  1. What is  the Sim ilitude of G od in  M an, or 
w'otiher it  confi^s in the riticnal faculty ?

Aniw. In feme o f our former Mercuries concerning 
the SouloiM an^ we have dedard we take this Simili­
tude to confill in l^ om ng , wiJf/V, ^hich »r«
all Afts of Realon. Shou’d we be more Met&phyfic^, 
we might fall in with feveral pretty Notions on this 
Head. Every derivative Being has fome marks or Sig­
natures ofthe firft tranfcendental Original, Man hasthele 
more deeply and legibly imprinted than any other vifi- 
ble Creature, and leems to partake more largely of E n . 
tUj and its Properties, than any thing befide  ̂ m tins 
material World, which miglv be made appear in the three 
Properties of Being, U n i^ '^ TU tb GoodMis, As to 
»si/y, iiiou’d 've embrace the Platonical Notion, that 
the Mind is the Man, ’ewere eafie to Mae a more 
fimple Being than any other Inhabitants of this W orld. 
However thus far ’tis certain, that what is the Nobleft 
part in him, namely his Soul, 
pounded, at leaft with any other Compofition thaii ^
ofEjfMceand Extjience'y w h e r e a s w h ich u t^  pnn-
cipleof Adion in Beafts, is m our Senti"
terial f thft fome of our Society are of other Senti-
men:s.yi»th Matter and Form
BeaH, the Matter only m \c known to
ieftive Truth or that by which a thing is wown to

it r e A  is, whfeh by A ebeft M e t a p f c
isthoughtaProprietyofEuJorB«?^> 1- , J
and faidy ftampt on mens Muĵ ŝ, and is 
principle of all ^arace. Metaphysical Good is either lo
i  it S f ,  or to others; the firft .s
plyfo as God onlv, or in its own rank or order, as
Mw, c f  a foand Mind and Body. Good m 
another, leems to fall in with moral ^ood, or at leaft 
moral Good m iyberankd under that as well w Phy
iical or Natural; but in t
Man has the Notions of it imprinted m his Mi^> he
has there inrerib'd the P rin cip les  of
what are perhaps more n^elTaiy to his Happ^eb,
thofe a llb o f Good and Evil, and ®
feenrs made after the n;
if we fhou’d alfo add. That the outward,

God4HieForm  of Man may 
alfo hinted at, not as if  God were bke NUn, w ig  
Poreal Hands, Eyes, as a lort of foolilh 
meriy thought him, ^hofe monftrous Pai.cws were re 
viy’d by B iid le  in the laft Age, but 
fiidin fomemeal'ure, and in r « n\Q^y
turesto belike God. »  have a lort of Rayr or
round hic ni-v and as he is Lord ofthe Creation, and
has Dominion over the and
Prefs fome faint gUmmeimgs of that infinite M sje ltjza d
Bower whole Deputy he is liere belcm. ^ s . a h  « .C ^5ft. 3 .  i n c t b e r  the Image o f  G o d  u  m o r e  p e r f e a i y  e x .

t^eji'd in Men or A n sels  ̂ r .fm te r
Anfto. If we take the whole Body ifiGrofs ofmeer

Mankind, we think this Image muft be granted more 
lively and glorious in Angels than Men, we being made 
a little lower than the A n g e ls ; thus their Unity is more 
perfed, excluding all Compofition of Matter and ferw, 
they muft know infinitely more than we, having the 
advantage of Age, and all oar Experiences, befideswhac 
they may have themfelves.— — And indeed the Inven­
tion of fome very ufeful Arts has appear’d fo flrange 
and unaccountable, that it would tempt a Man to.think 
they were really owing to the impulfe or Res'elation 
of Ibme ot' thefe friendly Spirits, who may alfo ( as is 
ftill more probable; be the Authors of thofe kind ad­
monitions, which have been often undoubtedly given 
to the World by Prodigies and Signs in the Heavens of 
future Contingencies, and approaching Judgments, that 
Mankind may avoid ’em, and attone God’s Anger by 
Repentance. And thofe who thus Truth muft love 
it 5 thofe who are fo w ife, muft be proportionably Good. 
themfelves, and love Good in others, communicated 
or Original having no oppofite Principle, and being 
alfo, as fomenot improbably conjeflured, now confirm a 
inGoodnefsby our Saviour, who was 
gels as W'dl as Men, th6 he did not indeed take their 
Nature upon him as he did outS j which leads to a re- 
SriSlion we inferted at the beginning of this Anfwer, 
wherein we affcit that Gods Image is uiore lively m 
Angels than in M a n ; tor if we confider the Sv- 
dv^fiorroi. God-man, the Man fe fiu  C h rijt, we fti^l find 
this Image ftill infinitely moie luminous and glorious 
in him than in the higheft Angel in Heaven, being in­
deed, as the Holy Scriptures moft majeftically delcnte 
him, the brigbtnejj of h is  farfcerr Glory, and the exprefs 
Image of h is  Perjon; and as in the other famous place, 
the frit-born  of every Creature, A ngels, and Principalitses 
and Powers being made fubjeSi unto him. This will be ea- 
fily granted as to i^ncwledge, Goodnefs, Power, or any o- 
ther D ivine A ttributes, one only excepted, which may 
admit fome tlifpute, and that is Simplicity, Indivillbili- 
ty, or Unity : tor are not the Angels, may it be faid, 
more fimple Beings, more clofely, intimately, purely 
one than our Saviour, who is compounded, nay dilcom- 
p tjlt, ( t o  borrow a word from the Latins) o f God and 
Man, and th *  man agen of Soul and Body: But to 
this we think there’s a clear and ready Anfwer. As 
our Blefled Saviour by the intimate Union between the 
Humane and Divine Nature, had all Power both m  
Heaven and Earth, even whil^ he was. here m mortal 
weaknefs, and might have ufed it when be pleas d, and 
fo all Grace, all Wifdom, and other Divine Perteftf- 
ons, having in him all the fulnels o f the Godhead ^ -  
dily 5 if  fo, then proportionably by the fame ineftablc 
Union by which he and the Father are one, he partakes ot 
lucha Simplicity, fuch an Indivtitbiluy, i»y even M /- 
{iinaion to o , as to Efferue, as no Man, no Angel ever 
had, admitting no manner of C o m p o ftm , neither of 
matter and m uter, nor matter and Forw, nor Efience ana 
E xigence, nor Power but ever remaining, as he
is God,oue fimple, incomprelienfibU, uidiviliWe, glorious 
Being, having alfo at once exalted pur Nature,and dazlei 
our Realon, by taking the Manhood mto God ; b y  
which Union, not to be founi in any Creature, he is 
more fimple, more undivided than uoy  otherBeing, lome- 
thina after the lame manner, ( tor indeed both are in­
conceivable) as the Realbnable Soul and viihia 
Man and as that Man is more one than other viiiole
Creatures, becaute o f his Soul, which
mits of no other Compolitiou but chat of Extjlenct amj

■̂ 'O^eft.4. W keihtrkm ore proper to fay, tb eS o a U o n ta m
the Body, «• ibe^ dypfe Soul ?

Anfw . We think neither of ctn, ttriuiy taxen, a pro
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f  er manner Q lExprejfm ^  fmce neither docs the Soul contain 
the Body,nor the Body properly flak in g cMtahi the S o u l,if  
we cake containirtg tor circumscribing, which implies t m s  
Ix'th in the thing conuin'd and co n ia m n i,m y , parts without 
p e n s, or quam iutive p ir ts , which diifer in p U a  and 
$. e from each ether : But here one ot the Terms, name- 
1 , the Soul, can have no fucb parts, therefore it nei- 
t  iCr can properly contain, nor be com aind, any more 
t lan it can be j t l t ,  or Seen, or [mtlt, (  by P h ilip  Seritts's 
leave) or as a modern Author pleafantly exprclfe it, any 
more than you can have a Tard of Thought or a Found 
o f Rufon.

Queft. y. Hovff comes the Soul»»it/feparate Hate, to 
knovf another Soul from an Angel, er the Soul of S t . Peter 
from the Soul of Judas, and whether this diftinSion can be 
made any other way than by Pifion ?  and i f  fo, whether Pi- 
fo n  muft not imply difference of Figure P

Anfw . T is but little we know at beft of our S ou ls, 
even in their trefent State, and much lelis does it appear 
what we lhall then b e : However, we think the like- 
liert way to find any thing of probability ( we hardly 
dare lay certainty in matters of fo Nice a Nature ) is to 
Jhut our Eyes, ®id prefcini or abilraft from all fenfible 
Notions o f things, by which we fluU at leaft gain thus 
much, not to wander much in the wrong way, tho’ we 
may hardly be able to hit in the right. We muft then 
confider that our Eyes are a pair of arranJ. Cheats, and by 
our having receiv’d moll of our Notions from ’em,take the 
advantage infalferably to impofe upon us as to thofe 
Objedis which are cut of their Province, and not to be 
judg’d of by fenfe bnt reafon j this the other ienfes re- 
monftrate againft, and fighting the fig h t with ks own 
Weapons, make their Party pretty good, and never fuffer 
Men CO calk o f feeing a found or J w ti j whereas reafon 
being more abJiraH, deep, and farther off, the fe n fe 'it firft 
ttn with more eafe impofe apon it, 'till it comes to re- 
HeCt on that advice it gives it —  This here, let any 
Man fee himfelf a thinking about Souls in their feperate 
ftute, or fo conceiv'd, at firft glance he’ll hardly forbear 
jinking they are like fome glorious thing or other that 
he has feen or heard of, and perhaps ’twfij trouble him 
to think what he lhall do for want o f Eyes to fee liich a 
fight after he has loft his Body —  but If he’d agen c#n- 
fider, that ev’n in fenfible Objedls there are feveral 
ways of Perception befides f g b t ,  that Angels now cer­
tainly have Perception and Knowledge of what is done 
by Corporeal A gents, which yet have no Eyes nor Ears to 
do it, that we our ielves have now a different Perception 
from thofe, we have by our outward Sences ( and the in­
ternal too, i f  fuch there be ) which we call reafon, and that 
this Reafon is the judge of all outward Perceptions  ̂ we 
lhall from all this conclude, that either God will make 
other Senfes which we are not now aware of, by which in 
a feparate State we lhall difeern what is necefliry for 
lu, or elfe tliat by reafon improv’d or exalted, we lhall 
te  capable of judging what is fp iritual and reafbnahie, 
tho the manner we can’t know ’till we are aU Spirit.

Queft. €, Gentlemen, £ would defire you to inform me 
w bkh way Cain went into the Land t>/Nod, whether by 
Sea or Land, and who it  w a ste  toof( to fP ifeP

A nfw . The Circumftances o f the Hiffory refolves any 
that will compare them j that Per. 3. in Procefs o f  time, 
or i?o Years after the Creation, Caw committed this firli 
^ e a c b  in Natural Religion, to kill his Brother A b e l at 
that pubhek Sacrifice upon their feventh day; and be- 
caule God manifefted his Pleafure or Dilpleafure by Voice 
orotherways, (ypc. to fliew his acceptance, therefore it 
was called the Prefence of the Lord, and becaule thele 
two Brothers were the Heads o f the two Lines, the one 
n for Good, the ocher infamous for Bad, therefore 

all the Numerous Progeny of Adam and Eve, multiplied 
! S  *30 Years, are omitted, and God defigning
all fliould come from one Blood, it’s not to be believed 
£u^was to be Barren all chat Procefs o f Time, but as 
the Families increafed, they Adam , Cain and A beL  
with others, and Travelled towards the Eaft part of 
tte  Garden, and CoUsr^'d a Place which they called 
^ r e r ^  TraveUerr I r  Wan-

c^m FamillM, and hjher Cain fled for Sanftuary af- 
ler his Fratricide, and by land and crofting fmall Ri.

vers he arrived there, and married a N c.idiiifk  Won* 
Miong thefe his Relations, and there by their affiftanct 
he built, and learned them the Arc c f  Fortification.

Qieft. 7. I t  being a Common Opinion that man ceKfifu 
only o f two parts, viz. a Soul and Body, and finding L  
D r. Hammond in  h is  Practical Catechifm, is of ofinia  
that M an con fjis of three parts, a Body, a living  Scfd j,] 
an immortal S p irit, which to p o v e he ufet i  Thel' ]  2- 
Now  £ defire tok^ow your Opinion, whether the Soil u i  
Spirit are one, or how diverfifyedP and i f  the Soul b e l  
more ignoble, what becomes o f it  at death ?

A n jw . We have already in our former Papers aflerr 
ed a Mail to be made of Body, Soul and Spirit, from 
arorefatd Text, where St. P a u l prays that their wbtle 
M an, Body, Soul, and Spirit, may be, Bee. Asforthedift. 
rence of the Soul and Body, ( tho’ they are genenllyt 
ken for the fame ) the Spirit is chat immortal fubftanri 
which IS commonly taken for the Soul  ̂ and this aerj« 
with our Saviour’s recommendation o f his Spirit into 
his Fathers hands, when he dy’d upon the Crols 5 asilTo 
after him St. Stephen, when he was fton’d. By the Soul 
we mean no more chan the Animal Life, and hence ic is 
that we fay chat Beafts and Vegetables have Souls tfiit 
is, have lives, or live after their proper Nature - As to 
what becomes of the Humane Soul when a Man dyes. He 
believe the fame that fome of the Poets did, Tenuis u-  
aejcit m  Auras, it vanilhes into Air j or ptiiiaps as StU- 
m n  fpeaks of the Soul o f a Beaft, // goes downward, mean, 
mg to the Earth; that this middle Principle or Soulot 
Man IS common with that of Beafts, may very tiirlybe 
gathered from the Experiments that have been made of 
^aosfufion of the Blood o f Brutes into Men, which have 
done very well after, when astheirown wasbefbrethit 

no ionger able to entertain life b y  reafon 
0i indifpoficion and diftempers, and the Scripture exorellv 
calls the Blood of Beafts their life, but their l i f e y  
transfus d into Man, and he living by that makes good 
what we have raid above,and perhaps wou’d evince mott 
to the lame- ctteft.

a D i j c t t i f e m e m s s .
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