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Qaeft. Gentleman having [mne time fince feen a 
Perfon o f Honour, e f  a moSl extraordi- 

_ _ nary Beauty, at lome jm all diftance,
hstever fn c e  made i t  h it bufinefs to feeli all Opportunities of 
feting the Lady, x tit im t her perceiving or miffrufting o f  i t ,  
but never rvith any other T fm g h ts or Hopes, but only 0/ 
idniring the Beautiful Object j however bttving lately by 
meer Aeddent feen the fame- Lady very near, he is o f  a fud~ 
den fallen into that iefperate C o m iitm , that he Jlttps but 
very little, eats hardly any thing, and is jo Melancholly, that 
he who w if  formerly of a very G ay Temper, now endeavours 
to avoid all Company, and when he is  in Company hardly 
fpeaks: Tour Opinion, Gentlemen, o f what can be the Reafcn of 
tbis^and w hat Comfe the Unfortunate G im lem an ought to 
tilfe, is heartily beg'Jby his fr ie n d , and your mofl Obliged  
Serjsnt ?

Anfw. ’Tis Pity the Gentleman iti a Countrey of 
Chriftians fliould dye without A id : Not one Saint to 
be implored in this particular Cafe among all the Po- 
piih Bead-Roll! and if  the Gentleman has a mind to try 
H illers, S if f ls , or Love Powder, he flings away his mo* 
wy, unlefs he could procuK that which Petrarch re­
lates, Epift. f .  o (  Charles the G r e a t : He doated upon a 
mean Woman many Years, and embraced her dead Bo­
dy as his Daphne, had her Embalm’d Body with a 
rich Coffin, and always carried wherever he went, till 
a Pious Prdate had a return of his Prayers, chat it 
was reveal’d to him, the Caufe of the Emperours love 
lay under the Dead Woman’s Tongue j the Prelate 
fearched the Corps, and tound a [m ill R in g  under the 
Jingae, then the Emperour fell as much in Love with 
the Prelate. The Ring was flung into a Lake, from 
that hour the Emperour negleding his ocher Pallaces, 
dwelt at Ache, or A ix ,  built a fumptuous Houfe m  
the midfl o f the March, and a Temple by it, where 
he after was inteir’d, and in which City all h islolte- 
rity ever fiiice uie to be Crowned: If not, the Gentle­
man need not del pair. Such Matches have been on both 
fides, theprelenr French King has Married htodam M aiiu  
tfwn with his left hand, as the French Cuftom is in 
Noble and Unnoble Perlbns, becaufe it excludes thole 
Children from being Heirs. We ignorant of the 
Circumftances, whether Angle Perfons or not, there­
fore he muft read, coiUult his Friends, TrM i out a new 
path to him fdf, by comparing what fteps others have ta-
keî in the like extraordinary Cales.

CmelK 1 . A  Friend of mine in hit Toung and Indtfcrest 
years fell in lo v e  w ith  a certain Lady, Jlse being Tuung, and 
•f a very good Temper, and many ways Charming, h e in d u lg l  
tbe F.tffm , made b is AdJreffes to her, and wtss Kindly en m -  
itin d -, be did, as other Lovers are want to do, teU h er,T h^  
he l n ‘d her above all Creatures liv in g , vow’d  that t f  Jhe 
*ou'd not entertain him, he w oiid never make hts  ̂A idref-  
festoany m m a n a g a im  b e w ijb 'd h e  m ightneveroe credit­
ed in any thing, i f  what he then [aid w k  not true, and be 
m f im ii  rbefe P/otellations divers times -• B u t fince upon fo- 
her and ferious Confiderutions, by the Advice and Perfwafi^ 
n  of bis Friends his Afi'eaions have migbttly abated, be 
fin ish er Fortitnes are (m all, and fomewhu precArioua-,his 
^  Circumiiancfs are low, andif he coud handfmelybreaK 
•/, be m ght affure him felf of a very confidtrable fortune, 
*ni a Pcrlon every way w ell deferving: and fu rth ^ , hejhall 
6e in 4 Capacity of doing his Relations a l^indnefs, who are 
in love Circumkinces, w hich it  feems be is  very defiroutto do, 
nndminy more ways' hepropofes tohim felf, by being fervice^ 

to bis Generation 3 but yet i f  be breajis oft, the young 
^features AffeHions are now fo de^ly engag d to him , that be 
U<irsJhe w ill hardly furvive the unKindnefs, nay M  is  almoft 
^ u r tl that Jhe w ill n ot; fVhac to do in th is Cafe, be Knows 

be has many fcruples lying upon him, i f  he marries be is  
to ruim  bis growing Fortune i  i f  not, he Jball injure her.

and do the contrary to his former rajb words : Tour A dvice i s  
required, in th is  Cafe, fiom w kich is expeSied much SarisfaSUon 
fromyouT, &c.

Anfw . We have many Queftions o f this Nature fent 
us, and we are ftill o f the fame Mind. You ought to 
have been more Cautious before-hand 3 you can’t now 
retreat in Honour and Confclence without her Confenr, 
and whatever you may propofe to your Self, to palliate 
the matter, as being kind to Relations, & c .  is alia ftl- 
volous and vain Excule, tkere’s nopoflible Inconveni­
ence can excufe a certain and an unavoidable Sin 5 that 
this is one is too evident, and we know* not how ’tis pof- 
flble for any one to fay he repents, that wilfully puts 
himfelf into fuch a State, where its impofllble he Ihou’d 
ever make reparation, as in the Queftion.

Queft. 3. I  have fent fevtral times to defire to Know o f you, 
how a Woman ought to behave her felfio  a man who has made 
Attem pts agatnji her Honour 3 for i f  f t e  treats him civilly, 
and fuffers M m  to fee her, f ix  tranf;rfffes the Law s o f Decen­
cy, Jhe expofes her (e lf  to the fame Danger, and gives him oc~ 
cafion to th in K J h eh it net a ju ft  abhorrence of h is  defigns 5 on 
the other band, i f  Jhe ufes him as an Enemy, and upon earntfi 
intreaties and pardon b e g g i ,  rifufes to Jee him , jhe difobeys 
that ChrifUan Law  o f forgiving in juries: Pray don't fa il  to 
g iv e  your Thoughts in  your next Mercury, for i t  concerns
me.

A nfw . The C^eftion refolves it felf, flie d n  j^rdon 
him without feeing him 3 and after that i f  ftle admit him 
to fee her privately, (he adminifters new Fuel to the 
Temptation, which Ihe ought to avoid as well as forgive.

Queft. 4. iVhether the iVorld decays, andgrows O ld ?
A nfw . There are fome Fanftful men of Opinion, that 

Earthquakes are the Effedls o f the decays of Nature 3 
and that this Earth grows old, fickly, aad weak, 
and that Hills and Vales are aoc the E ffe6t either of 
Creation, or o f N o ab 'i Flood, but that they are wrin­
kles and furrows of Old age, juft like the Deformities 
of Aged People: And they wou’d back this their Opi-- 
nion by their Obfervation o f Hills being for the moft 
part Barren and Sandy, as i f  the Radical moifture o f 
Nature was leither exbaufted or withdrawn into the 
Valleys which are nearer the Center of the Earth, iuft 
as a mans Spirits retire to the Heart, to relieve char, 
when he comes near his end. But this merry Hj/pothe- 
fls is too unphilofophical to be embrac’d 3 for ’tis plain 
that the World is Naturally uncorruptible, becaufe 
there’s no Natural Agent that can deftroy it fell.’Tis an 
Error which fome maintain, tfrat the World decays, chat 
Men grow lefs, or live ftinrter Lives than thofe who 
liv’d tour thoufand years lince, as is evident by P ftlm  
90, compos’d by M efes, Men then liv’d 70 or 80 years 
as now: And thofe Travellers that have vilited Egypt, 
give an Account chat the Common length of the ¥ombs 
of the Ancient Kings of Egypt, which have been for fe­
ver^ thoufand years, are but about two yards long 
•ne with another. I f  the World is decay’d, ’tis owing 
to the immediate Providence o f God, who will aBbone 
day effe î that notable Change we read of in Sacred 
Writ.

Qjeft. y. ffhether  One be any Number ?
A nfw . Diophantus, that Prince of Arithmeticians  ̂ Is 

it a Number, and we take it to be lo too: Some lay ’tis 
rather the or beginning  ̂of; Numbers, than
a Number it felf, fince all other Numbers are made 
out o f it 5 but chat is to make it both Integer and Fi aftion 
at once, which is impoffible.

C^eft. 6. Gentlemen, There is  a G eniltm in an Acquitn- 
tsnee of mine, who has a Son who Jf Correfi
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K, yfbiib put him in fw b a P jJ io n  tb it  he immedUtely [wore 
to difinhefit h im , alihough his Son lutisfied him long before 
t k j t  be vou'd never m m y  tb it  Perjon (  f s t  being much be- 
n eith  the young Gen:Um.in's qu.iliiy )  m r m y othtr v i t i m i  
h is Canfem : Hovp Gemlemen, I  defire your Opinion^ Whe­
ther AH O xih fo n fh ly  nude, m y  not fafety be broken vritb- 
oiit A prejudice to bis Confcience ?

Atifvt. It is a Difcretional thing, the Father may Ob- 
ferve it, but it has no Obligation of an Oath.

Queff. 7. A theH u> b.ind m rrys B the ff 'ife , And After- 
w .x r d sC , w k iljl B w as alive, and to be fo b y C ',
fonts time after C  leaver A and marryes D, D Alfo knowing 
A  to be living  5 after th is  D turns r f f  C, and ntarrys E. 
This is certain matter of fai% and all the Perjons are now 
alive. Gentlemen, Tou arenerw deftred to tell us whofe 
If^ife C  » and whether the Children of E, who knows no­
thing of alt thiSi begot by D ,  nay Inherit their Mothers 
^cynture f-ttled upon her in Marriage by the faid D .<* as 
likewife whether the Sons of the (aid D lawfully begotten by 
a former W ife, may in  Confeience publijh their fa th er's  Crime ? 
(they only having found out the truth o f  it ,  and being un­
w illing to rxpofe him without your particular dtreHions here­
in  ) and i f  they may do it , whether this Method may prevent 
b is  dijpofal of anotkr part of bis EJiate which he dejigns to 
g iv e  bis C h ild  that U very like  him, begot on the Body o f C, 
and whether this their psiblijhing the matter may endanger 
hit Life ?  Gentlemen, Twwr fence of the whole Cafe is ear- 
neflly imperturid by, &C ?

Anfw . Here’s a company of very Nice Qi îeflions 
couchc under this uncommon Rektion, Tome o f which 
we dare no: pretend to give Judgment decifive upon, 
but only tell you our private Opinion, and defire you 
wou’d Confult ( if  all be real matter o f fait ) fuch Per- 
Ibns as you may receive better fatisfadion from. As 
to the firft Queftion, ll'lsefe Wife is C  •’ We dare be po- 
ficive (he is none of A '$ , for (he can pretend no fuch 
thing as Marriage with A  before God, for {n our Office 
o f  Marriage ’tis faid, So many as are coupled together other- 
w ife than G od ’s IVord doth allow, are not joined together 
by G o d ! And in the Eye of our Law a Man has but 
one Wife, the Woman will be look: upon as either a 
Wife or an Adulterels j a Wife it can’t be here, fince 
then A  muft have two Wives, and if  fo, is lyable to 
Death, for fo the Law provides in fuch Cafes: It then 
remains, that (he’s the w ife of P ,  i f  of any Body( who 
it’s fuppos’d by the Relation had no other Wife at the 
fame time ) nor will D ’f, marrying E  cancel the former 
Marriage 5 for if  I marry another Man’s Whore, (he’s 
my Wife, and may be luppos’d to be honeft for the fu­
ture j but if  I marry another Man’s Wife, (he’s not my 
Wife but my Whore. ’Tis our Opinion, that E  tho’ (he 
be really innocent before God, yet (he is not D 's  Wife 
whilfi C  is alive j and by conlequeiice in Anfwer to the 
fecond Queftion, her Children by P  can’t inherit her 
Joynture without fome other A il, but the Child o f C, 
who is not guilty o( its Parents Crimes, may and ought 
to receive its Portion amongft its elder Brethren, begot 
on a former Wife, which prevents the fourth Queftion. 
As to the third Qneftion, which asks, Whether the Sons 
o f  D, begotten on a former W ife, may in Confeience pj^lifh  
their Father's Crime P We dare not be pofitive in our 
Anfwer, but we think they ought not for what’s paft j 
but we believe i f  upon a foil fatisfadlion ( which 
we dare not determine ) they find that their Bather’s 
Marriage with E  is not valid, or lawful before God or 
Man, they ought to inform their Father o f it, and de­
fire his Separation from her, and If he will not, we 
think they ought not to publilh it j ’tis unnatural 
to cake away that life by which a Child lives, and 
kow otherwile to avoid being partakers o f the Fathers 
fin, is a great difficulty. As for .the laftC^ery, W he­
ther their publijhing the whole to a Magiflrate may endanger 
their Fathers life P We anfwer, Tes. We defire the Que- 
rift CO get better fatisfaSion as to the laft Marriage mth 
E , Whether lawful or not ? before they determine any 
thing, and then to fend to us agan s and if  any Perfon 
who Is more alTur’d in this Cafe will fend to us about 
it, we will communicate it to the Querifts by a Private 
Letter to be left with our Bookleller.

Queft. 8. Whether Privateering fc law ful P

Anfw  A s  fore as it is lawful to kill a French-nan rt.., 
is in uCl ,ial Arms and Hoftility againft u s which no btS 
doubts of that has not a mind to have his Throat c S  
Bed, or burn at Stake, all Europe’s Engagement in a Com 
monCaiife aiSlually determining the Cale in the affirm̂  
tive at this day : Every private Man is a licens'd Officer 
of Juftice in fuch a Cafe. Where I’m oblig’d in duty todo 
an Adlion, I do not underftand how the Obligation is 1.2 
becaufe it is my Intereft to do it, as in the O fe  of pn 
vateers j i f  I get a Prize, and ferve my Countrey it i  
a double Obligation to venture. ’

Queft. 5. I t  is well that Cocks crow at certain 
times in  the N ig h t, or rather towards the Morning 
Opinion is  deftred, whether thofe Creatures diftingmfh tint 
and by their fuch Crowing do indicate tbe certain bourf ia 
the r j  ch, Mark 35 v. m entm  is made o f E v en , Midnirbi 
the Cock-crowing, the M orning: Tou w ill hereby o b lin e^  
ofyour Friends P *

Anfw . The ^ew s divided their Night into four 
Watches, each Watch containing three honrs; Thefirll 
began at fix a Clock in the Evening, and was called 
the Bepsm ing of the W atches, Lament, 2. irj. The (ecoad 
was Che Middle Watch, becaule it lafted ’rill Midnight- 
the tliird began at Midnight, and held 'till three ia 
the Mornhig, Luke la. 38. and the fourth or lall \ t̂ch 
was called the Morning W atch, it began at thredf and 
ended at fix in the Morning, M aith. ^4. l y .  Thefe Watch, 
es were allb called by other Names, according to chat 
part of the Night which clofed each Watch. Thefirft 
Watch was callbd the Even  or Evening  3 tlie fecoad 
Watch was called M idnight, the third Watch was call­
ed Cock-crowing, and the fourth was called the Dawn­
ing, all which are expreft in the Text, Mark 13. aj. 
“  Ye know not when the Mafter o f the Houfi; will come, 
“  at Even, or at Midnight, or at Cock-crowing, or i  
“  the Dawning of the Morning. ”  This Bird is a con- 
ftant Herald to the New-born day, and a diligent Watch 
to thefilent Night, altering his Note as the day tp- 
proacheth j for in the deadeft time he Crows more 
deeply than when the Night is wearing our, (hewing 
thereby as it were the differing Hours and changing 
Watches.

^  T H e  Covenant of Grace not Abiblute but Condi-
r h . r . h  v-®5- ' h e  Preachers 
thereof Vindicated, from the unjuft Afperfions of Ar-
mimafm and Popery, fo liberally heftowed upon them 
by the MaintainersofDr.Cr/fp’s, and other Ancinemi- 
an Doftrine : Wherein is given a brief View of the 
*. Pa^fts, 2. Sodnian, 3. Arminian, 4. AntiflO* 
mian Opinion : s- And of the Proteftants in general 
on this Subjetft. Printed for Dorman Newman at the 
K^tfgs-Arm s in the Poultrey. i6 p z .

^  robh’d  of h is  M a il, or the PacqiiH
T. r  r r  confiding of yoo LETTERS w

Qualities and Conditions; with OB-
StR VATloN S upon each Letter. Publifhed by a Gen­
tleman concern’d la the Frollick. Price bound 1  s. 6 i-

A F ra a ic a lD ifc o iirfe  o i  the late E A R T H ­

Q U A K E S ., ŵ ich as Hiftorical Account 
o f  PRODIGIES, and their Various EfTê h. 
By a Reverend Divine. Price 6  d-

0^ A  Mourning Ring in  Memory of your VepAftd 
Friend, containing, The Houfe of Weeping)

> T V . i l ' ____.T .I  A ■  .  __
wiiiaimiiK, Airc nuuie or weepiii6i 

The Sick-mans Pafllng-Bell j The Author’s Tears, or 
Meditauons on his own Sicknefs, Death and Funeral) 

........................................ Obl'erThe Hiftory o f thofe that have dyed fuddenly. uuici- 
vations on the Bills of Mortality : With a comprehen- 
(ive pifcourfe of Monuments, Epitaphs, and other Fu­
neral Honours. The Second E dition,

A ll three Printed for ^ohn D u ffto n a  the Rr.t* 
in the Poultrey.

L O N D O N ,  Printed for g.oOn 3©aitt0n at the R»vm in the PcMhrey, 1691.
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