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Athenian Mercury:

OMer 22. 1692. Licens'd, £. B.

Qaeft. Gentleman having [mne time fince feen a
Perfon of Honour, ef a moSI extraordi-
_ __ nary Beauty, at lome jmall diftance,
hstever fnce made it hit bufinefs to feeli all Opportunities of
feting the Lady, xtitimt her perceiving or miffrufting of it,
but never rvith any other Tfmghts or Hopes, but only O/
idniring the Beautiful Object j however bttving lately by
meer Aeddent feen the fame- Lady very near, he is ofa fud~
den fallen into that iefperate Comiitm, that he Jlttps but
very little, eats hardly any thing, and is jo Melancholly, that
he who wif formerly ofa very Gay Temper, now endeavours
toavoid all Company, and when he is in Company hardly
fpeaks: Tour Opinion, Gentlemen, ofwhat can be the Reafcn of
this*and what Comfe the Unfortunate Gimleman oughtto
tilfe, is heartily beg'Jby his friend, and your mofl Obliged
Serjsnt ?

Anfw. 'Tis Pity the Gentleman iti a Countrey of
Chriftians fliould dye without Aid: Notone Saint to
be implored in this particular Cafe among all the Po-
piih Bead-Roll! and if the Gentleman has a mind to try
Hillers, Siffls, orLove Powder, he flings away his mo*
wy, unlefs he could procuK that which Petrarch re-
lates, Epift. f. o( Charles the Great: He doated upon a
mean Woman many Years, and embraced her dead Bo-
dy as his Daphne, had her Embalm'd Body with a
rich Coffin, and always carried wherever he went, till
a Pious Prdate had a return of his Prayers, chat it
was reveal’d to him, the Caufe of the Emperours love
lay under the Dead Woman’'s Tongue j the Prelate
fearched the Corps, and tound a [mill Ring under the
Jingae, then the Emperour fell as much in Love with
the Prelate. The Ring was flung into a Lake, from
that hour the Emperour negleding his ocher Pallaces,
dwelt at Ache, or Aix, built a fumptuous Houfe m
the midfl of the March, and a Temple by it, where
he after was inteir'd, and in which City all hislolte-
rity ever fiiice uie to be Crowned: If not, the Gentle-
manneed not del pair. Such Matches have been on both
fides, theprelenr French King has Married htodam Maiiu
tiwn with his left hand, as the French Cuftom is in
Noble and Unnoble Perlbns, becaufe it excludes thole
Children from being Heirs. We ignorant of the
Circumftances, whether Angle Perfons or not, there-
fore he muft read, coiUult his Friends, TrMi out a new
path to himfdf, by comparing what fteps others have ta-
keinin the like extraordinary Cales.

CmelK 1. A Friend of mine in hit Toung and Indtfcrest
yearsfell in love with a certain Lady, Jlse being Tuung, and
«f averygood Temper, and many ways Charming, heindulgl
the F.tffm, made bis AdJreffes to her, and wtssKindly enm-
itind-, be did, as other Lovers are wantto do, teU her, Th”
he In‘d her above all Creatures living, vow'd that tf Jhe
*ou'd not entertain him, he woiid never make hts” Aidref-
festoany mmanagaim bewijb'dhe mightneveroe credit-
edin any thing, if what he then [aid w k not true, and be
m fim ii rbefe P/otellations divers times -« But fince upon fo-
her and ferious Confiderutions, by the Advice and Perfwafi®
n of bis Friends his Afi'eaions have migbttly abated, be
finisher Fortitnes are (mall, and fomewhu precArioua-,his
N Circumiiancfs are low, andif he coud handfmelybreak
¢/, be mght affure himfelf of a very confidtrable fortune,
*ni a Pcrlon every way well deferving: and furth”, hejhall
Gein 4 Capacity of doing his Relations a I™indnefs, who are
in love Circumkinces, which it feems beis very defiroutto do,
nndminy more ways' hepropofes tohimfelf, by being fervice”

to bis Generation 3 but yet if be breajis oft, the young
~eatures AffeHions are now fo de”ly engag d to him, that be
U<irsdhewill hardly furvive the unKindnefs, nay M is almoft
Aurtl that Jhe will not; fVhac to do in this Cafe, be Knows
be has many fcruples lying uponhim, if he marries beis
to ruim bisgrowing Fortunei if not, he Jball injure her.

and do the contrary to his former rajb words : Tour Advice is
required, in this Cafe, fiomwkich is expeSied much SarisfaSUon
fromyouT, &c.

Anfw. We have many Queftions of this Nature fent
us, and we are ftill of the fame Mind. You oughtto
have been more Cautious before-hand 3 you can't now
retreat in Honour and Confclence without her Confenr,
and whatever you may propofe to your Self, to palliate
the matter, as being kind to Relations, & c. isalia ftl-
volous and vain Excule, tkere’s nopoflible Inconveni-
ence can excufe a certain and an unavoidable Sin 5 that
this is one is too evident, and we know* not how 'tis pof-
flble for any one to fay he repents, that wilfully puts
himfelf into fuch a State, where its impofllble he Ihou'd
ever make reparation, as in the Queftion.

Queft. 3. | havefentfevtral times to defire to Know ofyou,
how a Woman ought to behave her felfio a man who has made
Attempts agatnji her Honour 3for if fte treats him civilly,
andfuffers Mm to fee her, fix tranf;rfffes the Laws of Decen-
¢y, Jhe expofes her (elfto the fame Danger, and gives him oc~
cafion to thinKJhehit net a juft abhorrence ofhis defigns 5on
the other band, ifJhe ufes him as an Enemy, and upon earntfi
intreaties and pardon beggi, rifufes to Jee him, jhe difobeys
that ChrifUan Law offorgiving injuries: Pray don'tfail to
give your Thoughts in your next Mercury, for it concerns
me.

Anfw. The C”eftion refolves it felf, flie dn j~rdon
him without feeing him 3 and after that if ftle admit him
to fee her privately, (he adminifters new Fuel to the
Temptation,which lhe ought to avoid aswell as forgive.

Queft. 4. iVhether the iVorld decays, andgrows Old ?

Anfw. There are fome Fanftful men of Opinion, that
Earthquakes are the Effedls of the decays of Nature 3
and that this Earth grows old, fickly, aad wealk,
and that Hills and Vales are aoc the Effe6t either of
Creation, or of Noab'i Flood, but that they are wrin-
kles and furrows of Old age, juft like the Deformities
of Aged People: And they wou’'d back this their Opi--
nion by their Obfervation of Hills being for the moft
part Barren and Sandy, as if the Radical moifture of
Nature was leither exbaufted or withdrawn into the
Valleys which are nearer the Center of the Earth, iuft
asa mans Spirits retire to the Heart, to relieve char,
when he comes near hisend. But this merry Hj/pothe-
fls istoo unphilofophical to be embrac’d 3 for 'tis plain
that the World is Naturally uncorruptible, becaufe
there’s no Natural Agent that can deftroy it fell.’Tis an
Error which fome maintain, tfrat the World decays, chat
Men grow lefs, or live ftinrter Lives than thofe who
liv’d tour thoufand years lince, as is evident by Pftim
90, compos'd by Mefes, Men then liv’d 70 or 80years
as now: And thofe Travellers that have vilited Egypt,
give an Account chat the Common length of the ¥ombs
of the Ancient Kings of Egypt, which have been for fe-
ver” thoufand years, are but about two yards long
ene with another. Ifthe World is decay’d, 'tis owing
to the immediate Providence ofGod, who will aBbone
day effei that notable Change we read of in Sacred
Writ.

Qjeft. y. ffhether One be any Number ?

Anfw. Diophantus, that Prince of Arithmeticians™ Is
it a Number, and we take it to be lo too: Some lay 'tis
rather the or beginning”™ of; Numbers, than
a Number it felf, fince all other Numbers are made
outofit 5butchat is to make it both Integer and Fiaftion
at once, which is impoffible.

Cneft. 6. Gentlemen, Thereis a Geniltmin an Acquitn-

tsnee of mine, who has a Son who Jf Correfi
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K, yfbiib put him in fwb a PjJion tbit he immedUtely [wore
to difinhefit him, alihough his Son lutisfied him long before
tkjt be vou'd never mmy thit Perjon ( fst being much be-
neith the young Gen:Um.in's qu.iliiy ) mr my othtr vitim i
his Canfem : Hovp Gemlemen, | defire your Opinion™ Whe-
ther AHOXxih fo nfhly nude, my not fafety be broken vritb-
oiit A prejudice to bis Confcience ?

Atifvt. It is a Difcretional thing, the Father may Ob-
ferve it, but it has no Obligation of an Oath.

Queff. 7. AtheHu>b.ind mrrys B the ff'ife, And After-
w.xrdsC, wkiljl B was alive, and to be fo byC’,
fonts time after C leaver A and marryes D, D Alfo knowing
A to be living 5 after this D turns rff C, and ntarrys E.
This is certain matter offai% and all the Perjons are now
alive. Gentlemen, Tou arenerw deftred to tell us whofe
IfNife C »  and whether the Children of E, who knows no-
thing of alt thiSi begot by D, nay Inherit their Mothers
Acynture f-ttled upon her in Marriage by the faid D & as
likewife whether the Sons ofthe (aid D lawfully begotten by
aformer Wife, may in Confeience publijh their father's Crime ?
(they only having found out the truth ofit, and being un-
willing to rxpofe him without your particular dtreHions here-
in ) and if they may do it, whether this Method may prevent
bis dijpofal of anotkr part of bis EJiate which he dejigns to
give bis Child that U very like him, begot on the Body of C,
and whether this their psiblijhing the matter may endanger
hit Life ? Gentlemen, Twar fence of the whole Cafe is ear-
neflly imperturid by, &C ?

Anfw. Here’s a company of very Nice Qi™Neflions
couchc under this uncommon Rektion, Tome of which
we dare no: pretend to give Judgment decifive upon,
but only tell you our private Opinion, and defire you
wou’'d Confult ( if all be real matter of fait ) fuch Per-
Ibns as you may receive better fatisfadion from. As
to the firft Queftion, Il'lsefe Wife isC ¢ We dare be po-
ficive (heis none of A'$, for (he can pretend no fuch
thing as Marriage with A before God, for {n our Office
o f Marriage ’tis faid, So many as are coupled together other-
wife than God’s IVord doth allow, are not joined together
by God! And in the Eye of our Law a Man has but
one Wife, the Woman will be look: upon as either a
Wife or an Adulterels j a Wife it can’'t be here, fince
then A muft have two Wives, and if fo, is lyable to
Death, for fo the Law provides in fuch Cafes: It then
remains, that (he's the wife of P, if of any Body( who
it’s fuppos'd by the Relation had no other Wife at the
fame time ) nor will D'f, marrying E cancel the former
Marriage 5for if I marry another Man's Whore, (he’s
my Wife, and may be lupposd to be honeft for the fu-
ture j but if I marry another Man’'s Wife, (he’'s not my
Wife but my Whore. ’'Tisour Opinion, that E tho’ (he
be really innocent before God, yet (he is not D's Wife
whilfi C is alivej and by conlequeiice in Anfwer to the
fecond Queftion, her Children by P can’t inherit her
Joynture without fome other Ail, butthe Child of C,
who is not guilty o( its Parents Crimes, may and ought
to receive its Portion amongft its elder Brethren, begot
on a former Wife, which prevents the fourth Queftion.
As to the third Qneftion, which asks, Whether the Sons
of D, begotten on aformer Wife, may in Confeience pj*lifh
their Father's Crime P We dare not be pofitive in our
Anfwer, but we think they ought not for what's paft j
but we believe if upon a foil fatisfadlion ( which
we dare not determine ) they find that their Bather’s
Marriage with E is notvalid, or lawful before God or
Man, they ought to inform their Father of it, and de-
fire his Separation from her, and If he will not, we
think they ought not to publilh it j ’tis unnatural
to cake away that life by which a Child lives, and
kow otherwile to avoid being partakers ofthe Fathers
fin, is a great difficulty. As for.the laftC”™ery, Whe-
ther their publijhing the whole toa Magiflrate may endanger
their Fathers life P We anfwer, Tes. We defire the Que-
rift @get better fatisfaSion as to the laft Marriage mth
E, Whether lawful or not ? before they determine any
thing, and then to fend to us agans and if any Perfon
who Is more alTurd in this Cafe will fend to us about
it, we will communicate it to the Querifts by a Private
Letter to be left with our Bookleller.

Queft. 8. Whether Privateering fc lawful P

Anfw As fore asit is lawful to kill a French-nan rt..,
is in uCl ,ial Arms and Hoftility againft us which nobtS
doubts of that has not a mind to have his Throatc S
Bed, or burn at Stake, all Europe’s Engagement in aCom
moncCaiife aiSlually determining the Cale in the affimm
tive at this day : Every private Man is a licens'd Officer
of Juftice in fuch a Cafe. Where I'm oblig’d in duty todo
an Adlion, I do not underftand how the Obligation is1.2
becaufe it is my Intereft to do it, asin the O fe ofpn
vateers j if | get a Prize, and ferve my Countrey it
a double Obligation to venture.

Queft. 5. It is well that Cocks crow at certain
times in the Night, or rather towards the Morning
Opinion is deftred, whether thofe Creatures diftingmfh tint
and by their fuch Crowing do indicate tbe certain bourf ia
the rj ch, Mark 35 v. mentm is made of Even, Midnirbi
the Cock-crowing, the Morning: Tou will hereby obllne’\
ofyour Friends P

Anfw. The ~ews divided their Night into four
Watches, each Watch containing three honrs; Thefirll
began at fix a Clock in the Evening, and was called
the Bepsming ofthe Watches, Lament, 2. irj. The (ecced
was Che Middle Watch, becaule it lafted 'rill Midnight-
the tliird began at Midnight, and held ‘till three ia
the Mornhig, Luke la. 38. and the fourth or lall \"ch
was called the Morning Watch, it began at thredfad
ended at fix in the Morning, Maith. ™. ly. Thefe Watch,
es were allb called by other Names, according to det
part of the Night which clofed each Watch. Thefirft
Watch was callbd the Even or Evening 3 tlie fecoed
Watch was called Midnight, the third Watch was cl-
ed Cock-crowing, and the fourth was called the Dawn-
ing, all which are expreft in the Text, Mark 13. gj.
“ Ye know not when the Mafter of the Houfi; will coreg,
“ at Even, or at Midnight, or at Cock-crowing, or i
“ the Dawning of the Morning.” This Bird is a aon+
ftant Herald to the New-born day, and a diligent Watch
to thefilent Night, altering his Note as the day tp-
proacheth j for in the deadeft time he Crows nore
deeply than when the Night is wearing our, (hewing
thereby as it were the differing Hours and changing
Watches.
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