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The Athenian Mercury:
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Queft. I. T  J1  7 HfrfV Kf’n? WILLIAM ?
\ / \ /  Qyeftion camealit-V V tie too Toon, tho’ we hope ’tis 

cot too late to Anfwer it. We Reply, that he was 
lately at by a good Token, that the very
of him tnpde che Fresc/; run away from Charleny. He 
was afterwards at Sea, where the fame Providence that 
ftiil watches over fooJ prelerv’d him. Heisnow,
God be prais’d, lafe at his orvn Palace, to the inexpref- 
ftble ^oy o f all good SubjeSis, and the as great Confafion 
of Jacobites, Traytors and Rebels t —  And fo much good 
may’t do ’em with their late £e/irand Bonfires in memo­
ry of their departed Friend.

Queft. t .  A U tU n g s confiJared, and prejudices la id  afide, 
den's jou  think tb e l^ n g  c/France the greater l^ian tn the 
}y<nldf

Anfw . We think him, what all the Wdrld know him, 
not only as to thole who now are, but o f all that ever 
were, the greatefi o f Tyrants, as O liver was the greattft 
R ebel, and Lucifer the greatefi D evil.

C îeft. }. IV Im 's bseomeaf the late [0 much talk’d  of Refer- 
•mtioH?, . , ,

A n fw .iF k is  (^leftion.-wou’d more properly be pro- 
fwfed to tlK Cew/fwwpi of thole Perjons who are in />«!'- 
lick Fruji, and have I'o great 4 tendernefs for Vice, that 
they H • rather perjure'uvA Damn thetnfelves, than put 
tl.o'e veboifome L iw s in Bxeev-r̂ ion, which are in force a- 
gainft it, in order to fupprejs it. ’Twas an Oblervation 
which deferves not to be forgotten, that about the 
fame time when the Endeavours for a Reforrnation 
were carry’d on with tne greateft vigour, G o d  blels’d 
our Arm s with lome of tne molt remarkable SucceJJes 
which they have had fince the beginning of the 
and we wifh Refle.5tions o f another Nature were not 
too obvious, fince that gloriota Defign has fallen lo far 
fhort of what at firft it feem’d to promile, and of the 
Expectations and Hopes of all good Men. There are 
none fare who love the Government, but think they 
Ihou’d be very angry with any who are Enem ies to it, 
and xaually betray it, cou’d they but dilcpver who they 
Were. But let them who are concernd laugh at itas 
much as they will, and call all this dull pre.’.ching, its 
certainly an unlwppy Truth, that the vUioui Man is in 
clfeft a Xraytor to Man as well as Ood, &nd the worlt of 
Enemies to that Commonwealth o f which be s a Member t 
And while we have fo many Aebarts amonglr us, and 
all the ill natur’d Piety we have left, leems to confift m 
ra/ihj? atone anothers litres, and not ourown,
’tis rather a wonder that more of us hanc talln in the 
Bartel, than that God (hon’d refufeto go out with our 
Armies- Our very Thankigiviiigs are lo criminal, that 
they need new Palis to atone for ’em, add he that did but 
obferve how weexprels’d our j i^ t jo y iie w  dayslinceathis 
M ijtiby'shjppyand defired Return, whtit Intemperance, what 
0m s ,  and E x tra v a g a n ce 'w is  accompany d with, woud
either hardly believe that we had fuch a King and C îeen 
on tlie Throne as might be P a tte r s  to all other Prin­
ces, as well as their own Subjects 5 or wou d at leatt 
be forc’d to deny the Truth of that generally receivd 
Opinion, That Ihch as the Prince is, luch will hisl eo- 
ple be. Not but that there’sftill lome hope as wellas 
polfibility, that this glorious Work may be agen re­
viv’d by the aul'picious Examples and Encouragement 
of the beftof Princes, and the generous InduftiT, and 
Religious Care of thole great Men who firft a-ttemWd 
ib*and whofure when they fet about it, con d not but 
expedf all the oppofition that Earth and Hell coud make 
againft ’em. But ’tis a Caufe w-ell worth ftragghng, 
*»y worth Dying for, and tharafoie certainly they 11 ne-

ver Jet it fall, while they have breath to manage it. 
We for our parts. In our law sphere, (hall think our 
felyes very happy if  our Mire may find any acceptance, 
which as we have already done, to we (hall ftili conti­
nue to throw it into this Sacred T^.tju>y: And accord­
ingly, th6 we’d be juftly tender o f the Fame o f any 
Man, yet (hall not be afraid to ventura the expofmg 
notorious Vices, Impieties and Perjuries. In the mean 
while let thole who are concern’d laugh and welcome, 
( tho’ t ^ ^ a v e  but little reafon ) and think, i f  they 
can, m ow nftanly.of our performance, than we our 
felves do i  But this let ’em know, that we'll never leave 
’em, nor drop tnis Defign while our Paper continues in 
fhe WoiTdl «pd if by Farcy we can’t divert ’efn, or by 
Reafon can’ticpnvince ’em, we (hall yet obtain our End 
if  by mecr dint o f  dulnejs we can but tire ’em into bet­
ter l^anners.

, Queft. 4. Private Fam ilies being the Original o f  m ud  
Good jr Evil, and the confiitiieni parts of a ll C iv il Socie­
ties : i^uery, H'hether it  beent the indilpenfible Duty o f  
a ll fuch asprofefst^e Chriftian Religion, to jet up the W o r -  
fhip of God in their Families, and cirefully to Ir.fhuH a ll 
jucb as are under their Charge, in tbs necefjary Principles c f  
Good Faith and Life ?

A nfw . Here are two Queftions----- ijf^ Whether’tis
not a necelTary Duty to worlhipGod in Families, and 
zdly. Carefully to inftrudl Children in the Principles 
of Religion ; either of which are fo plain, that Argu- 
menis rathei item wanting to enforce their praftice, 

,than to convince mens Judgments of their Duty con- 
cernieg ’em, tho' it maya’t be amifs to do both, as we 
believe that Good Man, whoever he is, that fenc us this 
and the follow ing Queftions, defires of us, ir being not 
impolfible, as he obferves in his Letter, that this may 
fall into the Hands o f feme Perfons who may give it a 
Reading in the Coffee-houje, tho’ they either never come 
near enough a Church to hear it there, or elfe go thither 
for worl'e Ends than to wwewtfr or praBife what is cold 

And firft, for Woilhipping God in Families,em.
which lure none can deny to l>e the Duty o f a Chtifiian, 
who is himfelf fo, any more than in H a w e, or becaufe 
he was born in a Chriftian Countrey, and (carce knows 
how to help it. God himfelf, the greateft Father and 
Mafier, whofe Family  ̂ is a ll the World, has exprefly 
threatn’d to pour out his fVrath on thole Fam ilies which call 
not on his Nawf,which he ranks in no better company than 
the meer Heathen. And if  Families were then larger 
chan they are now, we can’t imagine how that (hou’d 
weaken the Obligation to this Duty j which feems clear 
both from the Examples of Good men, and the very 
Light of Nature— — Not to make a Sermon inftead of 
a Mercury, nor to give Inftances in Adam s teaching his 
Children to Sacrifice, (how elfe (hou’d they learn i t )  
Abrahams inftruffing his in the Fear of God, and feveral 
others, w'hich indeed allb reach the other Queftion, to 
let this alone, if  we come to Rej/b«, hasnbtthe Mafterof 
every Family a Truft repofed upon him both by God and 
his Countrey? and has he not indeed himlelf fomething 
ftili left of the N atural Pairiarcbcal Power i  Is he not 
to teach as well as to govern his Family, and to offer 
Primer and Praije to God for ’em as well as both the 0- 
ther? Publick Prayers arc not fufficient j not thofe on 
Sundays, becaufe fo feldom j not thole daily at Morning  
and E vening, (wherein this City elpecially is lo 
very happy ) becaufe all can’t be prelenc at ’em j 
Agen, It keeps up a Face of Piety and Religion 
in a Family, and it decently, gravely and devoutly per- 
form’d, both Conciliates Reipcdf and Reverence to the 
Head of it 5 and befides, may mftill iomething that’s 
Good into thofc prercnc,^s well as obtain Gods Protedi-
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on to  the Houfe, his profpering their Affeirs, an  ̂ die 
G m rd  o f his He/; A n gels, This for m rfh ip p in g  G od tn 
F m ilie ^ , under which we include Reading Goo s Word, 
conftant and devout Prayer, Morning and evening, and 
that Angelical Duty o f Singing Hymns to our Creator and 
Redeemer, which is almoft quite loft in the World.
___ For the fccond, InftruBing Children^ tis as plain,
if  not more, and is a clear Cafe, unlefs we believe they 
have no Souls, and that both they and we are like the 
B e ik  that peripses. We (hou’d think it hard to deny em 
Bread, or turn ’em out to the wide World, and ex­
pole ’em without any further Care —  yet if  we are 
Men, and can think, this is infinitely worfe, more in­
humane and unnatural, nay, worfe than the molt la­
vage o f Beafts, who do all they can to Educate their 
Young, ( in their way )  and nuke ’em as happy «  will 
confift with their Natuies. The truth is, we for the 
moll part make the poor Creatures milerable enough 
by giving ’em Beings, entailing on em incurable Dif- 
eales, no: rarely of the Body, always of the Muid, 
inSnitely more dangerous j all our Care then will be 
little enough to make ’em tolerably happy, coiilider- 
ing the prefent,ftate o f things in the World — We 
ought however 'at leaft to do what we can to ren­
der ’em lefs —  that true Piety can only do,
which whoe’re has tiy ’d it, knows to be a noble and 
infelUble Remedy for all the E v ils  of Life This For­
tune we may leave ’em, if  nothing elfe, and they can 
ne’re be poor while they have it j if we do not, but in- 
ftead on’t either by our negligence or id  Exam pUythey take 
bad Courfes, and come to ruine, ’t had beea incompara­
bly a lei’s piece of barbarity and in b u m nityxo  have made 
an End  on as feon as they law the Light, as chofe 
miferable ff'retcises do whom we fee Condemn’d for’t aU 
mofi every S e f fm s ; when yet there’s fo much diference 
betwixt their Cefe and ours, that they for avoiding 
Jlum e, fend the Souls o f the poor Infants to Heaven, (  as 
we may charitably hope ot ’em ) thefe out o f meer 
negligence and f lu p ii  carelelsnefs or downright 
fend theirs headlong to HeB, and ’tis to be rear d, either 
go before or follow after ’em to the fame place of Tor­
ment. And thus more largely than ufual on thefe two 
Queftions, becaule o f the nigh Importtnce o f the Subjefft 
and general Ufe it may be to the World.

Q ueft.f. H'^betber we mayn't rationally conclude 
the Omiffion of thofe two foretnemioned Duties, is  the chief 
Caufe o f that Inund âcion of Atheifm, Profanenefs, and all 
kind of Villany that reigns amongli us f

A n fw . ’Tis a cUar Cafe that it muft be fo —  *tis an 
Error in the firft C o n c o H io n ^ 'tls  what all know, and 
what is at leaft fuppofed, if  not in Terms .qjertri in the 
foregoing Queftion, that Communities are made up of 
F am ilies, as chofe o f Jingle Perfons, Now if  a C h ild  learns 
no good w ithin, how ftiould he P p a ife  it when w ith­
out > if  he lives without the F e u  of God, Sw ears, Lyes, 
S tea ls , & c. at home, how fliou’d he do ocherwife when 
he comes abroad ? I f  many, mofi, are thus educated, 
when young, what probahility they Ihou’d be better when 
o U , or mate conjunSUy a truly reformed Church, or truly 
happy Nation?

Queft. S , Whether we can wHh any Reafon or Modefty 
expeH G o d 's  Judgment Jbou'd be diverted from our Hation, 
or Bleffings beftow’d upon i t ,  while we liv e  in the almoft 
general Negleft o f thefe tw ofuch Important Duties, with- 
mtt which there can be no true Reformation ?

A nfw . We have formerly declar'd our Opinion againft 
haftily deawwcin  ̂ lodgm ents, which is too common a- 
mong a ll F a tties, who call all fuch as Interefi makes 
them, G o f s  Enemies —  but alas, here we are almoft all 
guilty, and if  God be fu ji . National S in s , oerfifted in 
impenitently, call for N ational Funipm ents. All our Hopes 
then muft be in Penitence and Amendment, that God may 
turn away his Anger from us, that we may not p frifb ’, 
and while the Witty fo o ls  of the World make it their bu- 
flnefs to laugh ac and ridicule ’em, joyn our Prayers with 
thofe Holy Men who Weep between the Temple and the 
Altar, and fay as our Church raoft pioufly direcTs us, 
“  Spare us good Lord, fpare thy People, whom thou

“  haft redeem’d by thy moft Precious Blood, and let cot 
“  thine Heritage be brought to Coiituficn !

abfeetttftwentjS.

05- T ' O T  r O V N G  S T V D E N T S  L I B R M X ,  
^  containing E x tra lfs  and A b rU g m m s  ol the moft 

Valuable Books Printed in England and in the Forreign 
Journals, from the Year itffj.to th is  time: To rvhich is 
added a NEW ESSAY upon all forts o f Learaing, By the 
ATHENINIAN SOCIETY. The COMPLE AT LI BRA- 
RY, Publiihed Monthly by a London Diviue is a Coui- 
nuation of this Work.

^  not cut by the Way : O r, t  Perfwafton to a
X* Friendly Agreement between Brethren that are 

o f the fame Faith. By Timotly Rogers, M. A.

Tite Foft’ Boy rehb'd of his M a il. Price i  s. 6 i .

A PraHical Difeourfe on the late Earthquakes, with 
j t \ .  an Hiftorical Account of Prodigies and their 

Various Effeas. By a Reverend Divine.

flj* A  Mourning R in g  ia  Memory of your Departed 
/ \  Friend, containing, THc Houfe of Weeping 3 

The Sick-man’s Pafling-BeJl j The Author’s Tears, or 
Meditations on his own Sicknefs, Death and Funeral j 
The Hiftory of thofe that have dyed liiddenly. Obl’er- 
vations on the Bills of Mortality : With a comprehen- 
five Difeourfe of Monuments, Epitaphs, and other Fii* 
neral Honours. The Second Edition^

A ll five Printed for fo h n  Dunten u  the Riven 
in the Poultrey. O f  whcND is c« be had the <?NMre 
^ C t o f Athenian G a ie ttt , aod S up flem nts  to ’em 
for theYear i6 y i. ( or lingle Mercuries to this time)

Something of the Curt o f Agues will be Adveitk'd in the 
next Mercury,

A Piopofal of Skill in Teaching Children o f Eight or 
Nine Years o f A?,e tofpeak Latin and French truly 

and fluently ia Two Years.

IF any GentUmen or U d ie s  who can fpare Two or Three 
Hours in  a H^eek, are defirous to learn to fpeaii Latine 

and French truly and properly, according to Grammar-Rules, 
and to explain any Author, M r. Switterda, recommended bp 
our preftnt l^ing, w ill Undertake to Teach them the fa id  Lan­
guages in one Tear : Thofe who have learned formerly may re­
cover them in three or four Months : And i f  any one deprts 
Latine and French Hiftorical Cards, or a Pack o f Gram­
m atical Cards, by which be has Taught Children of eight 
Tears of A g e  to jpeake Latine 5 they have them at the 
two placet where he Teacbtth, viz. Three Days in the Week, 
Mondays, Wednefdays and Frydays in  Arundel-ftrcet, 
ruxt to the White Lyoa in  the Strand, there Children msf 
be Boarded 3 and the other three days in  Clements-lane, 
W4T Cannon-ftreet, at Sugar-loaf, where you may have 
alfo A P ack  o f Latine Cards, by w hich Gentlemen o f Age, 
and Children may learn in a very Jhort tim e, Copiam Ver* 
borum, which is a great want in many Gentlemen. Vale- 
ant omnes invidi malevoli, calumniacores & obtreitato* 
res, qui a tergo raihi oblatranc, &  nihil audent in os 
dicere.

FAT Grays-Inn-Une ia Plow-yard, the third D oor, lives Df- 
t  Thomas Kjrlem, a Collegiate Phyfician, and Sworn Pliy 

fician in Ordinary to King Cbarlts the Second, until his death; 
who with a Driak and Pill ( hindring no £ufinefi } undertake* 
to  Cure any Ulcers, Sores, Swellings in the Nofe, Face, or otlwf 
parts ; Scabs, Itch, Scurfs, Leprofies, and VenerialDlieare.eipeAiog 
ootKlng until the Cure be finiihed: Of the lalt he hath cured roan)' 
h u n d r^  to this City, many 0 f  them after finxing, which carries the 
evil from the J-ower Parts to the Head, and fo ddlroys many. The 
Drink is 5 r. tbc Quart, the Pill t j. a Box, with D ir^ions • a bet­
ter Purger than which was never given, for they cleanlc the Body « 
all Impurities, which a rt the caulcs o f Dropfies, Gouts, Scurric** 
Stone or Gravel, Pains in the Head, and other parts. With anotbef 
Drink at 11. 6 d .a  Q ^ rr. He cures all Fevers and hot Dillcnipert 
witlKNit Bleeding, except in lew Bodies. He gives his Opinion to 
all that writes or comes for nothing.

L O N D O N ,  Primed for 91o5 n  ©MlttOtl at the Raven in the Roulnty,
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