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The Athenian Mercury

Naturnat, OMer”~g.

"Hether or no there's a Vacuum f
Anfve. What fome few ol our
, , Members may have faid ct this
Siibj'eii, whom we are lacii.fied retain a little too much
of the/'er/wm/V” Philofophy, we have not here leifure
to examine*; but we fhall now give you what the more
M'ulern Learned generally conclude upon at this time ;
There are many {null Vacuities throughout the Univerfe, dif-
pers'd atiiangjl Bodies, and parts of Bodies. We muif ei»
ther admit this, or penetration of Belies, or deny all
Morion, none of which we can do; for fuppole a Bot-
tle contain'd a hundred thoufand Atoms, and woud
leceive no more, its certain that none of thele Atoms
cou'd be mov'd without penetration, becaufe there's no
room for one Atom to give place to another, ’i'is the
property of Bodies to rcfifl Motion; if theiefore the
lIniverfe was full of Atoms, or Bodies, it wou'd rdift
Motion on every fide, and throughout the whole.
The moft plaufible thing that we rind objeded, is,
That Water is a Continuous Body, dole, and without
any Vacuum imerjpanfum ; asa'lo the Air is continuous,
and yet Filh move in the firft without leaving any Vacuum
liehind them, and Birds in the laft with the lame Effed.
To this we Anlwer, That th6 it may appear lotdthe
Eye, tholie particles of water doling fo fall after the
tiOi, that they are not dilcernable, yet there’s no dil-
pute aciinft the matter of Fad, which many Experi-
ments, both as to Water and Air, do fully evince.
Suppofe then that in a Tube ol Glafs, hermetically
feal'd, the Air be forc’d into the room oflix Fingers
breadth, and the paitides of Air to be two Millions,
which take up theft fix Fingers breadth of the Tube :
~upnofe alfothac the Air be farther comprels’d in this
Tube Q@three Fingers breadth, as its plain it may by
the Adion of Air Guns ; either It will be, thatw o
particles of Air fill'd up one (pace in the Tube, or elle
that one particle was in two ipaces: the fiift cant be
without penetration, nor the lalt without an Aolur-
dity, therefore we muft have recourle to a Vacuum,
into which thefe |>articles wxre comprelsd ; inn Air,
much more inWater, for the many Experiments that have
been made in Fretxing, alTure us of a vail gtiantiy-- of
Air in Water, and coniequently of Vacuums, tor it Air
which is more lubtle and chin, has Vacuums m it, it
follows doubly that Water may, becaule tis compos dot
groffer particles, and even contains that which contains

Vacuums as above. :

~Nlefl. i. Being lately at a certain Town m Norfolk,
nehtn fame Concerns carried »», | heifd of a veryjirange,
andto my Thou”his unnatural thing, a IVoman rmjearnei of
7 Children: 1'being a little incrUulow, enquired the truth
tfit, efave”™y judicious and underffandirg Perfon, that was
frejent a: her mifearriage j the Truth was affirmi tome, ana
the Party will jUnJto it before you, Gentlemen, or any of
the Colledge ei Phyficians. There were diBinB C s,

&c. and t~iture defign'd jo many Children : Now the
Jlicnis, mtther fuel) Ir.i.Mces can be met with according
tothe Courfe of Nature, andwhat i'sluiion you*cangive ofem f
xtHANV that there arc innumerable Inllances in Hilto-
ryof like Ndtme, no Body that has convened a lime
inthat part ofic, bat is fatisfied of the Truth or iti
Nor can we lee fo umucural a thing in'c as lome per-
sons arc willing to believe ; for if tis not fo citeemd
in Twins, why in three Children, which is very fre-
guent, and there are Ibme Women that ha\" never lels
than two or three ? 'tis the unaccullomednefs of things
that lurprizes more than the Nature of cm. As for a
more particular Difeufiion into the Nature of thele
things, it ought to have more ot privacy, than this Ta-
per IS like to meet with, only in General Terms, we
can afliire the C~/ierifi, that a Humane Concepcion,
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and Its Confequenccs, whether double, treble, Qua-
diuble,™ gS'e. have all the very fdinc Natmal Caules
that a lingleone has, which aswe laid before, by rca-
fcr)]n of its frequency, wants the furpiize of the o-
cher.

Qucfl. 3. Being upon a Voyage to tU Weft-Indies, in
the Liiituie of 18. 1 nude an Experitaent upon what
| heard from an Old Saylor, tobicb wm this | tooi*a quart
Glajs Bottle empty, and drove a Corli into it as fjji cs |
could, without breaking, and with a had and Lirtfun{it
to the depth of 60 Fathom, then mh it up again, when the
Corfi was drawn, or ihruji into Bottle, and the Boultfull of
water: Pray inform u” of the Reafon hereof”

Anfw. We flioud be glad ifany one wou’d make the
fame Experiment with the mouth of the Bottle down-
ward; for if it has the fame Effed, then (which we
believe it may) it may poflibly proceed from this
Caule: That the vaft quantity, or Colurres of Water
prefs the lower and deeper parts of the Sea fo very
much, chat they he a great deal in a little room ; that
is, their particles are comprelsd fo mticli, that there’s
Very little Vacuum there, and by conlequence its very
Natural to prels upon, and force into places that are
lelscondenle, as into the Bottle, which being lull of
free, loofe Air, might be forc’'d into many rimesaids
room than at iirlf, and therefore oe eaiily work’d upon
by a furrounding ftraierted Body.

Quell. 4. Its objervable, that in tie little [pace of Eu-
rope there™s a vajt diffirence of the Air and leather, jome
places almofi intolerable with Cold, and others with Heat:
Now jince we are infonni by Sailors, !kc.tbar both the Tor-
rid and the Frigid Zone are Inhabitable: I woud i”now how
its poffiblefor thoft People to live ?

Anfw. Cuft<im no doubt may contribute much to the
enduring fuch Extremities, Which becaule continual,
are not Ib to them; but Mankind, how'ever differently
diffiers’d chi 6 the Earth, are too much a-kin not to be
loll in thofe Extremities, were there nor fome other
Natural Reafon for the rendring 'em fupportable. And
firft, As for thofe that live under the Frigid Zone,
Providence has fo order'd, chat there’sa great Compa-
ny of Furrs, which are no little defence againft the
Cold; belides, thole People live in Dens and Caves,
and places made under ground on p.irpole to ftieltcr
them from the Aflaults of the Weather. As to thofe
that live under the Torrid Zone, there muft necefftrily
be vaft Exhalations thrb the heat ofthe Sun, which by
realon of their Quantity, continually turn to Rain and
Winds, and thereby extenuate the Heat, and make it
more tolerable than iscommonly imagin'd. Add to this,
the cool breezes which come off the Sea every Evening,
and continue all the Night, which is near 11 hours all
the Year about; all which things confideied, may take
away the fupj”~os'd Wonder inthe Queftion, and perhaps
give the C/erift the fatisfrbtion he wanted.

Qneft. y. PVhat it the reafon of afeeading and defeending of
Bodies, or what is the Gravity or Levity oj Bodies f

Anfw. It'savery eafie thing to render theft Difficul-
ties greater thanwe ;find 'em, by calking of 'em after
the ufual manner j however, by compaiing of Opini
ons tngecher, and weighing chw;ir Realbns, we ftull at
lead be certain of thus much, that we (han't know left
of the matter, chan thofe that have gone before us;
there are amongft the reft three Opinions, chat have
every one o f’'em had fome deference amongft the Lear-
ned World, vix- the Peripetetidis, the Epicureans, and
our more Modern Philofophers: The Hrll loft them-
ftives in Occult (Malities, the ftcond in Atoms, the
laft deny any Gravity or Levity at all naturally inhe-
rent in Bodies: So chatif a Scone moves downward, or

the Flame upward, ’'tis from fome External Viok-'ce
wiuc.



which foi'ccs them to do fo y and indeed the reafon ap-
ptfars very plain, that 'tis feme extenul Violence upon
bodies that has this ftrange Effedl; For whjtnr things are
nsuirally ir~ertni tn or ejfeniiil to a Bed), are always fo j but
Srones may be caft upwards, and the Flame beat down-
wards, and neither of’em lofe their edtntial properties.
And it God ftiould annihilate all the World but one
Stone, and the Flame ofone Candle, the Scone wou’'d
noc move downward, nor the Flame upward, but both
ot’en woii'd reft naturally. Again, a Natural Motion
is equal, and always the lame, but we find the Motion
of Bodies difierenc, and void of the Equability necefTary
to e /ery thing that’'s Natural, for a Scone in its fall moves
fafter cowards the laft than at riift. Betides, Bodies
have in themfelves the paflive Principle of Motion and
Reft: We mean, they have in themfelves that quality
that they may receive Motion, or reft by fomething ex-
ternal, therefore as to their own Nature they are indiffe-
rent whether they move or not, and from this indiffe-
rence of Bodies we juftly inferr, that every thing wou'd
eternally remain in that State it now is, (as to it felf)
were it noc from fbme External Violence : As alfo what-
ever is put m Motion wou'd eternally move with the
lame Equability as at firft, if there were no ocher ex-
ternal Bodies to retard and refift its motion. Hence al-
fo by the by we need not wonder that the .Heavenly
Orbs leave no: moving, w-hich aiel'o far above every
thing that may refift their Morion, which was at firft
comm'.imcaced to them by the God of Nature.

But after all the Chaeftion recurrs, that fince there is
no Natural Gravity or Levity in Bodies, why do feme
aicend and others delcend ? With I'ubmiilion to I'omany
~eac Men as arc now of a contrary Opinion, we can't
lee how icpoffible chat, the PrefTurc ofdie Atmorphere
fboald make Bodies delcend cowards the Earth, for then
w.e (hou'd h"ve no Bodies afeend: Befides, we wou’'d
further delirc of thofc Gentle.r.cn to inform us w'lut it
is that prelTcs down the Acmofpliere, or puts the Armo-
fphere in a delcendirp motion, for of ic ffl!" it has
no l'ucli Natural Quality, nor any other r.-;uy what-
ever, as we have proved above, we fee more reafon after
all to recurr to the Magneriftn oi Uirrh, and by
that we can eaCer folve both the Defcenc and Bodies.
That the Earth is a great Magnes is plain, fince it i*
alfo capable of C oinmunicating chat Quality to Bodies
capable of it, as Iron, for Experience (hows that a piece
of Iron ftanding any confiderable time eredi, as in Win-
dows, Doors, (~c. does grow magnetick and Polar in
the lower end: Whac the Earth’s Effluviums are, or
how they take their Circuit, and bring Bodies back a-
gain with ’em, is as hard as to i'olve the like Quality in
the Load-ftone. But admitting liich an Hypochefis as
the Actrac'lion of the Earth, the Afcenc and Deften: of
Bodies may have this probable Solution, that thofe Bo-
dies which are moft grofs are the eafieft to be laid hold
on by the return of rhefe effluviums, when thofe that
are moie l'ubcle and fine divide and make way for 'em.
If it I5e askc why thefe Effluviums don't at their firft gol
ing out of the Earth take up grols Bodies with 'em, and
carry a Man and his Horfe up into the Clouds, as well
as bring one down from the top of a Tower or Steeple ?
We Aniwer, That thefe Nifluviums are extream fubtle
and fine at their firft going out of the Earth, and there-
rbre make their way through the Porous Parts of Bo-
dies. As for the Alcent of Bodies it muft neceflarily be
granted, unlefs w'e admitted Penetration, for the Face
of the Earth being full crouded w'ith Bodies, fome more
grofs, and others more fubtle and fine, it follows that
when the groffer Bodies lubfide by Virtue of the Efflu-
viums, they juftle thofe which are more fubtle out of
their places, which therefore are forced to mount up-
wards for niore room, as the mixture of feveral Ingre-
dients of Liquids in a GUIs Viol fhows, which being
all lhaked together, the grofler fubfide, and thofe we
cal! the lighter are thruft upwards j for they cant ly all
together in the Bottom, without Penetration, as we laid
before.

Qyeft. ,tf. One J. W. ofC inthe Corny a/El'ex Cohabit-
id with j fVtman it c* 9 or 1o Tearsj his fuppofed firiie 5
they Traded together with thefame haereft as Man and Wife
for fo many Tearsy he has by her x Childreni but mw lately

upon a Curtiin-<iumel between them, the Man leaves her,
declares he was never narriti to /er, and in a very few dayes
after he reaSy marries a Widdow in the fame Town : Queft,
J7hich is his 1Vije in the fight of God ?

An\m, Cohtd>ication has formerly upon Trials been
admitted fufficient to bind the Parties as Man and Vfife*
the Cohabitation being the publick Conlummating of
the Promifes that inrerchaeged privately betw-ixe ttem-
which would prevent many luch Praftiles, vere ir con-
firmed. They in Confcience were Man and WiJif, only
for want of the Civil Obligation of Matrimony, Chil-
dren cannot legally inherit, and the Woman confenting
has no Damage in the Law : He is liable to Pennance
and muft fccure the Parifh from the Charge ofthe Wo-
man and Children, and provide for the Children. Were
ic noc for the Law, fuch a Man’'s Confcience would
boggle at no Villany, and fo he ought to be looked up.
on as fuch. N

Queft. 7. Tixre is a Town called Gardley Gobion in
the Farijh of Potters pury in Nonhampton-fhire, vear
Scony-Stratford, where the Inluh.'unts there fsruer-
ly lived one Earl Gobion; Now the Party dejires to hrow
whether there ever liv'd any jtich Man there, and in what
Ring's Reign

Anjw. If the Gentleman pkafe to be at the ufual Fets
to fearch that Ancient Book called Booms-day Bucl-
wheiein are relerved the Original of moft Names and
Places in England. No doubt but he may be larhfied
i.i this Earl’'s Name, if he ever was, altho’ the Name
now may be I'omewhat different fiom the Original.

Queft. 8 Then is in the aforefaid County of Northamp-
ton in feveral places a FPeed growing which they call Dane
Weed, which (mells liky Alder, and is re-sorted to hring
from the Blood /the Danes: Now the Pony d>fires to \r.ow

whether it does reilly jpring from the Blood of the Danes, ut
grow naturally as other Plants do?

Anjw. A great llaughter of the Danes made in a wee-
dy place, or thofe Weeds moft appeared after the daugh-
ter, might occafion the impofing tiiat Name upon the

Weed.

**TAHe fjrjl Volkme of THE P.yiCSI>ET EROKJE OfEfv

having met witli a very kind RcCiptior, (riie Stc”id

) __yolunu wilihe Printed on an Hxcr.".rdinaryirfff./
ind IXiblil'd about February next) this  tliererbre to latisfie I'-c
Gcentkmjn that conveted to tlie Pub.ilLer of the laid firh yd- xe
thokU tters which be lays be formerly tool: frc-ni the at
ral times, that fince they Jeem cu contain » (omUi-at Secret Fit-
fiery of the Ufi 1s Ttan, he may ciixftto h.,ve ‘etn inJerteci in the
Seemd Volume ClI Tbhe faegun Erole Oyen. Thii is alid to Eire
Notice that the Publifiwr of ihin Fhfi ivikme has receiv'd ti-oma
rawig ail the Letcfia fa.t her durina aIme QUEtStin uln'ch
ttall be inferted inthe Second Volume
Ladies Ingemnts .~afwers to ali his Letters. Furtlicr rlifs is «
Advertile, that if any other Gentlemen or Lacies have an' LET-
TERS, lent ‘cm either from tbtir lovers or Ironious Fnend:
a "blicatioB ot which ( with Remoras thereon )wiU cither Il-
tisbe tliem orgratific the Pubiicic, if ti,ey pleale to Dirccf 'em
For Mr. to.be left  Smith"i Coffee-houfe m isoe%.
wrV , they i*U ix Printed, togctiier with thole Letter# dc-
fign'd tOr The[md Second Volume; And thoie Letters lent in ac-

cording to this .Adventfemtnt, fliall be mark'd with an Allerilm
to diflinguifh ‘em from thole taken from the Poll.

An Infallible Prefent Cure for all foitscf AGUES wi-h-
out any Violence to Nature, as P\minng, Purgingyicc.

y an Outward Appliution and a few pleaiant Dro,s\ which

B either prevetus the F.t, or at leaff Cures after one Fit all iucb

as hare nothad ii.e Ague above three Weeks ora ;

and for fuch as have hud u tor a conhderable time, it Cures at the
fecondpit.

Ifthro the ardeh-.c's ofthe Paticut,or any other AccL'tot what-
ever the Cure pretci.ded becomes frulfrate, let the Party that
fetches the Medicine Come again in a Months tirre after aidzir-
Notice of it, and the Money paid ihall be return'd, which is as
much as to fiy, no C-VRE, no MONEr.

but to prevent Frauds in this Cafe, the Name of tlie Party afSid-
cd, andthe Place of his abode is to be Entered by the Perlbn that
fetclies the.Mcdicine,m a book ot Entries prepar'd for tliatpurpole.

Such as live at any dilfance ic the Countrey, tray haveMit lent
‘etnby their Friend# iu Town, or by their CountreyCarrier. wich
as hire Effect as it tliemlelves receiv'd it jieribnally.

Such as bare not had the Ague abovea Menthpayyj 6d.~QC

. Ve . l«d It longer pay 10 r. their ouaniity
otMedicmc being proportionable. n
To he left at Afr. William Winch'/G/a>r and GUfs-vsisUtr

i»Bread-Ifr«et, »ifi.i«mtfiinr*/Cheapfide, London.
.A Paperof DireUms aregiven w»h the Parcel.
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