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The Athenian Mercury.

Novemkrti. 1692. Licens'd, £. B.

Hjv: 2 Relation in Tottn veho h»! a Frjoiir
every Chrillmas-Day» being the Day of bis
Bir[b-' «”™we7, ii'lmber U is of the fame
Haure as otifsr Fecotirs ~ and veheiber Ciireable or no ?
Jnjip. Mee{ren in his Medico-ebirurgkai Obfervutions,
gives us an Account of a Man that had a Septenary Fe-
warj and Pliny, it we may believe him, tells us, of
QT Am/pater 1 dSiJo/uan, that alfo bad a Fever (oras
Jone callicanARue) every Year upon his Birth day;
and if fo, the Cafe of your Friend, th6é very rare, W
not without a Piefuient: As for the Nature of liich
Favours or A”~m, we look upon ’em to be as unac-
coaiitable as the revolution of Sevens, a Year in which
its obferv'd a great part of the World (that get out
ofCniidhoodJ dye in, and we know now of one Fa-
mily that never efcapes it. Whether an Anniverfary
A”ui is cureable, w'e dare not pretend, fince we want
Extmples, perhaps fro.n the fewnefs o f'em; but for
other Agues, we are certain they may, and we are as
fare that the Remedy in one of our late Advercife-
ments is infallible, if carefully us'd, th6 the Autlior
pretends it cannot be fruftrated by any carelcfnefs

Queik K

whatever. See oiir A/erwy/or ijjth. @/ the tsji Month,
Oiflober.
(Jiieft. i. In the Reign c/K- prn

ford, in Suffolk, certain Fijhermentoofiin tbeir Nets a Fijh,
hiving the Jhipe sfa Man in all parts, ivas kept in the Ci~
file of O.-ford ¢ months, and more, he [pa®e m a word, co-
‘“ntimopy rawFijh, and often went to Church, but with-
t-ftinyfew of Devotion, and at length being not well looked
Mfole to the Sea, and was neverfeen more; there was another
fucb taken in the Reign of K. John: Tour Opinion is defired
1 {nthe fame ?

Anlw. We have formerly fpoke of things of this Na-

tive, in our Paper of Mermaids, (3't-
3. A very wicked Wretch, (a Neighbour ofmine,

thi not of the (ante Parifh) having brought up his H'ife's
Mece from a Child, has fr [ome years pa,i made her his
W.We, nasteverilChilirenby her: ~cry, mether it does
»!t concern every good Chrijlian. ( and Minijier efpeciilly f)
to take Cof~nitanceof [uch Pilliny, and do as much as in
I'tmlyes, all fjey an to fupprejs this complicated Sin of
AhUtery and loceji ? If it be our Duty ( astruly itfeems fo
Mme) to endeavour the Supprejfm ofthis noariox Sin |
humbly be” ofyou to inform me what meth'A is rrtoji properfor
fucb an Undertaking : | have waited hng for an Anjwer to
this, but 1 hope now to have an Anfwtr ~eedily, in which
mwillobligeyoiirs,&:c. not whether or no it be mate-
rial to letyou (now, that | am the Minifier ofthe nextPirijh,
tehere the aftrefaii wickeJnefsis committed, unrebuk'd.

Aitfte. If the prelent Minifiers and Church-wardens of
joiir Neighbouring Panfh are carelefs in the Concern,
and wont adt in it, (which you ought firft toadraomfli
~hemof) your Method is to ferve them all four into
»TeSpiritual Court: And the Parifh may, and ouglic
sifo to enquire after Security for the Children, where
tnereh novifible legal Father. The Offender may be
r~ocefsd up.>n Common Fame, but if the matter be no-
*Myious, and own’d, there’'s yet better ground to go

aid ftirrinj in it is mo-e juftifyable, or rather

*gie -rer Dn'.y. Bur if after all, (for the Cafe is not
lail enough llited) if nothing can be prov’d upon the
9d?ndor lince the laft Gene/tl Pardon, he 11 make that
'iea in Court, as was cot long fince tlie Cafe of a
Grwt Pe fon inthis Nition. Su:h Members are a very
Fei'nicious S ;andalto a Church, and ought to be Excom-
inanicared ;for ill Eximplc has no littleIntereRagainltall
a MinilT-r cm teach to tlie coi\tmy : We don't
JWkupon ¢ e Afl to be Inceft. If you pleafe you may
let us hear how you proceed in the Alf.tir, and what it

@iCSto.

Jieddy and uummeable,

Queft. 4. Gentlemen, It's chferv'd, that in your Mercu-
ry of O™lober lyrb. you very eafily pafs over the Reafon of
the Tides, byixcufing tbe Moon fhoma Regency over them;
whereas feme others (and thoje Learnedtooj think, Thatif
ibat Planet be herein render'd uftlefs, and in feme other mat-
ters, wherein alfo you feem alfo to deprhe heroj Power j it
jeemsftrottgh to refult, that Gti and Nature have Created,
fomewbat in vein : For, ifjhe were made only for light, ( o
which Jhe hath none Innate) the advantage were very (mall
to the Sons cf men- One halftf the time Jhe fhintih being of
no uje to mortals, or offoliule, that tbe London lucidarixt
arepreferrabU before it, and yet we are unwilling to have an
ecjual regard to Humane Contrivance, with the Glorious
Ifrorks of God.  Tour feconi Thoughts on this Suhje& are
therefore depred by fame that aregreatlyin Love with the Lunar
Influence ¢

Anfw. We can't recant what we have faid on this
Subjedf, till we lee better Caufe than what this Letter
offers: It may be further urged, that th6 the Moon
may want her Light for feme time in the Month, yet
it's no fair Confequence that God made her in vain, a:
leaft for that time j for fuch a Change does very remar-
kably fignalize the Power of GoJ, and ccniegtie.ncly
gives us thereby occafion to glorifie him: But why
mould we argue that things are in vain, that to us aie
invifiwe, or unaccountable? What then becomesofthe
late difeoveries of that Infinity of Scars inPis laclea,
by Telefcopes, ifthey were nude in vain for Ib long a
time 3 ( which yetwe cancgrant till we know whether
there are more Woilds above us to which they might
be feri‘iceables) 'tis yet more Honour to the Maker,
that we can make new Difeoveriesof his Works, w'hich
therefore are notin vain, fince they anfwer’ thac end.
Bur to the riier, ’'tis evident enough the Moon is not
the Caule e f’emj for as the Learned Di.PPaUishis
very well obferv'd in his Letter to Mr. Boyle, ( Royal
TranfaH.N.iS.». That if this fancy’d Magnetise
Vertue, which fome wou’d aferibe to the Moon, does
draw the Waters to it, or drive them from it, it woii'd
be always high Water when the Moo.i is vertical, and
Vice vetfa, which are I>othfalfe j and it wou’d be wifht
that this Great Man's Hypothefis of the Earths Motion
making the Tides, had been as firm, as’cisfullof/'/Vt
and acute Invention: But it will be hard for him, (or
before him for Gslileas) to give us any reifon why
the Earths Motion Ihou’a influence and throw chofe vafi
Waters, firft one w'ay, and then another, when the lar-
geft Meres we have in England, or other Countries,
(which have no Communication with the Sea) remain
notwithftanding they are com-
monly fine and thinner than the Water of the Sea 3 but
'tis eafier to findvery good Objedlions, than lay down
a true Hypothefis in this, or many other Cafes, there-
fore we (ballfay m more ofit.

Queft. 5. / read about a PPeek agoyour Anfwer tot
N ttlUon concerning the Eternity e] the pyarld, which you
r-/*/ve.< in the Negative. The Argununisyou made u(e of
were very Ingenkas, and very g)od, notwitbflanding I feu‘d
placefor tbe fullowing Obje”ion: T/f. —=— The Will of
“ God to create the World was certainly Eternal 3 that
“is, from all Eternity God had the Will to Create the
“ World 3 the eftedt of that Will could not be fepara-
“ ted from the Will it Ielf by any time; (there being
“ no time ) therefore the effeift of that Will to Creice
< che World (that is,the Creation of the W oilditlclf)
‘“not being leparable from the Will it fell, triuft of
“ confequence have been as Eternal as the Will ir lelf.

Anfw. If the Divine Being is One unfiicce.Tire, and.
unalterable in his Nature, free from the Power oi
Time orPlace, and rhereibre moft properly cdld in Sa-
cred Writ, lam-, which alio finthcr informs us, that
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noH ilrbe fon to the Circum-
rtances of and ihtn, which his Will alfo at the
lameinftdnt determin'd. Xhofe that will take the Pams
to ead that'incomparable piece, emituled The Bulk and
v,h.Nsrj> fift'yeWorld iiiav have fuore fatisfaftion about
than they can eafily
nromile themfelves after the difficulties that Dr. More
and’others have embarrsisd thofe Subjefts withall.
Oueil 6 Gent'em”™n  Conftder the meaning of the ir,
afjiiz VeiVes ofke airh. O/Exodus, and prayyour ~udg-
mints thereon  Whether all toilful Abortions are aHuatly

Abortions or wilfall Mifearriages by Phyfick
are not countenanced by this Text, that being Murder
in the Intention tho’ it cannot be aflually Murder, be-
caule the Text makes this poficive difference j ifa Wo-

toss Murder in FsH : This Law was moil wifely Or-
ddineci, to retrain the Rigour of Husbands, who would
Peofeeme another Man to Death for any thing that
could be pretended a Mifcarriage, tho’ it were a falfe
Conception, Mola, or a monftrous Embrio.

~Neft. 7. A Lady of an extraordinary Jhape, ( but in-
dining to Fat J fears her Fat mar grow excejftve, and there-
fore defires your Aivicty what Jhs Jhall do in that Cafe ?
and in cafe you ( in your next Mercury ) wJU preferibe a
Method for obtaining her defire, (viz.) [topping ( or rather
lefftning ) her Fat, a way will be found oui_ for an ample
RgejuitA of fuch a Favour, previdedyou prtferike a PracUca-
ble Method. , ,

Anfw. Ic's needlefs to preferibe many things where
fewer will do, therefore if the Lady confine her felf
to make her Breakfafts and Suppers for a Month or
two of Water-gruel, made only with the Leaves of
Mallows boiled in Water, and thickned with a little
bat-meal, this Diuretick Gruel will difeharge and fen-
fiblydirainifh the fuperfluous facrefs: If itbe only to
prevent the encreale of Fat, then a Week now or then
will be fufficient, Purging once in a Week with Pills
called Nendick's Popular Pills, lbid at the Coffee-Houfe
at Wefminfter-Hdl-Gate, by this Method the Lady will
obtain lwhat’s defired : Probation eft.

~efi. 8. Some time fince meeting in your Mercury,
Sum .i. withaReceipt fpr making o fChina Earthen fPare,
and fuppofing Ita Colledlion out of fome Author wrl.
ting of tnat Countrey, and whereas in thofe Authors
writing of that Countrey, which | have read, had not
met with the like, | therefore was defirous to know
your Author, and accordingly fent you a Query to that
end, enclofed in a black Cover, to vour Bookleller,
Mr. Dunm, bur meeting with no Aniwer in your fol-
lowing Mercuries, | doubted whether the Penny.Poft,
with whom | fent it, delivered it right; or whether the
Queftion, not worded as it fhould have been, merited
your Anfwer; | therefore repeat my Qs/ftion thus,
Whether the Receipt mentioned in your Mercury, N. 8. in

the Title of the Book, and the Folio vixre it may be found f
My reafen of this .”efrioa is, the hopes I have tofind fome
ether Curiofities therein, worthy my knowledge.

Anfw. The Receipt of making the China Ware is out
of no Author, but the common PrtbUce at this day in

CUm, in thofe Men’s houfes where Chm U ire is n-sA,
aS atour Pot or Gkfs-houfes here, by Ovens and Kidw
do calcine or diOblve the Compofit on,.................

Q/fiii.A.mumé&nyouhy APradHcalDilcourleof Eaith-
quakes =is it a” o0s.iU sooch on. bo« .0 mofy Eonh.
"ual”es, is if a Laplander were to teach one to (eU a tVtnif

An”. The Quer ft “ypleaie Fancy w.th the Ban-
ter, but we mean the Book is as uletul as a Bibliothque
orDiaionary, upon all <KCafions to have recourfe to
for things of th« Nature, the whole being a Curious Co!-
ledion, and each inftancegreatlyimprovedby tie Author.
. Quelt. :0. lather Godfathers, Godmothers and Bijhop.
tng, are not Popijh Cuftoms, prayyour jinfvter f

An\it. No. Powry is the Political and Ceremonial
Inventions, which were introduced by degrees by leve-
ral ignorant, wicked, ambitious,or Money-minded Popes,
hundreds of Years after ,the  Apiftles j but Gedta-
thers, ATc were in Praftice in the Apoftles rime, &
j~™ndry Hiflorians, Secular and Ecelefiaftical, deliver.
T.he Cuftom came in iipo.n this Occafion j Heathen Con-
verts brought their Children to be Baptized, then in
Chriftian “mpaflion to the Child, one or more of tre
Church publickly undertook to their utmoft, to feetre
Child brought up inthe Faith it was then Baptized in
to, in C™e the Parents dyed, leaft after the Parents de
ceafe it flioald by Heathens be brought up a Heathen}
which Child grown up, came and made piiblick a-

or Sufeettores, Sponfores, were taken by the Church, ad
none admitted without fiich Sureties: Theie are mend
oned by theCouncil of A. C 312. or 314. fothi
w no Popifh Invention. As to Bijhoping, as you callr,
or Confirmation,, it is often mentioned in the ASiscfdx
Apoftles, chap. 8. and in many other places.

The Maslffd Lady's Queftions fiiall be Anfwer'd

abijcrttfem m tjs.
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Taylor, Price 6 d.

A Treatife of Sacramental Covenanting with ChriJ
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