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The Athenian Mercury
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Qudl. 1. FRow wfieRCP proceeds 4 Fc ,̂ dflil w/;4r J the 
Caule ?

__ A n \a. A or is oF the fame
Kature as Rain, only the weakn is o f the San d? rbh 
time of the Year is not able to ja ile it high e;f.ug.. to 
comoleat that work, thea-lore it hovers nigh tL. I'lr- 
Ike of tile Fartli. Hence by the by, we may ealili 
Tnlvethac unuuial, and to lomt frlghu'uj darkneis, which 
iiappen’cl between ten and eleven in the Moimng, in^a- 
RW7 16:7 ,̂ over many places of the City of a
Very thick Mill arole in the Morning, which was clear’d 
from theSo■ JCĥ  about j? (itbeing Su.ndA'f  ̂ and therefore 
the Fires were kindled later) the Smoke afcendii.g was 
choakc by the great Fog, or Mift that hover’d oxer the 
tops of tlie Houles: Upon this the Smoke vas U^c 
down again, and fproad under the Fo^, and cauied the 
darkneis, which appear'd reddifh againfl the V/inJews. 
Soon after a little Wind arifing in the North-Ka/f, car­
ry’d off the Mift, and fo the Darknefs remov’d bv degrees 
towards and CiAS‘ix m \  and afeensards the,
Mift arifing by the heat of r|w Day. gave way for the 
Smoke to afeen^ «nd then the Darknefs sviioby va- 
ni&’d.

Queft. 1. How miy that Fhenomemn e/ S u r-ftliir .g  he 
[■ ilvd, ftnee to the Vuli^ar 'sis unacC9mtabU-> and the Learned 
tbm ldves differ about i t  ?

Anjw. There’s a very late PniIofit>pher, that treating 
ofSrar-fhooting, after a grave and long harangue, ta­
king it for a kind o fa frt> , which he fays fall.; down, 
(and which theCount.ey People think to be the Star 
it fell) willies that the Coinpofition of that Jelly were 
Chiraially exanun’d, that the Learned might be better 
enabled to guelii at the Nature thereof 5 but let ’em exa- 
iniae it as long as they pleafe, we are fatisfy d ’tis eafie 
to provethey’ll fearch upon a wrong ground. W.he- 
tber there may be any or as jfcnie call if, 6 txr-  
fio'jgh, or according to others, S'tar-P^oot, that falls 
down from the middle Region of the Air, we fian’t 
be pofitive: But be it as It will, its impoffnle in its 
fall it ftiou’d call fuch a ftream, or be lo much as vifi- 
ble, being of it felf a Subffanre which imbibes the Rays 
ofLight; and much -more ridiculous is it for a.ny one 
to pretend they fee it fall, fo as to go and gather it up 
immediately, for no one over faw it fhoot over their 
Heads, hut obliquely, and at a very great diftance. 
As for this Jelly, w e have eur lelves been fbmething 
curious in our Searches after it, and find it to be no* 
thing fife but the Intrails o f Frogs, which have been 
kill’d by Crows, and eaten up *11 l>ut their Guts, 
which in little rime turns to Jelly j wc liave found 
'em fometimes lialf G-Jt, half Jelijr^ lometimes new 
kill’d j iometim?'' with a teg, or a piece of the Body left 
with it, which poShlv might happen by the Crows be- 
in* frighten'd away before fhe had eat thofe parts s Be­
sides, the big.iefs''of the Lump alfo fhows it to be no 
larger than what a Frogs Guts might produce. So that 
this Story about fjmc-.hin| tailing from a Star, 00 the 
middle Uegioh of the Air, weingfabuiptis, sse mult leek 
fome other Rcifon foi the Sohirion of fuch an Apj-iear- 
an:c: And to us nothing feems more Rational, than that 
Ibmarmatlpa-celhfthit Nitrous and Sulphurous Mat- 

w luch are the IngrediciiCs <-f Thunder, are fired as 
Thunder is in riic inid.lle R̂ ’gion of the Air, and dart 
<k3wtiwards, o r  obliquely, accordingly as theyreceivd 
fhtir firft Motion: Somecimes rhty leave a Stream be­
hind ’em like a long Rope, which continues a mi.iute 
together fcattiriiig its Combuftible Matter all the way 
itgoes. O; this Nature, tho’ much la-ger, are thole 
Phenomena’s we call Ptrtt^  burnir.g Laaces, the srjpfln^^ 
Kid  ̂ the Draroi,^ See: Tn Febriary, i^7f*
^ 0  one which flew over Sortbtm ptonjbire, Beijordjbittt

^artfordjhir;. M id d ltfex , Effex, See. Now from all this 
’cis caficM I'OU) fti.ri' tire lu mdiiefs at the Common fe-
cciv’d -i n. ,  ........... Muitsi

_ Queff. 3 It /> vK im  b j the EvprijJion of Lambent 
F’rt, and h U ■-

.dnjir. ; or fli? F/re, fo called
from its jri:;occrc’. , is moft probjHy an infUmation 
procettiing from the Reams ••f the liody of a '.weating 
Aoimal, which w ith er any MUrt, feeiosio hang on the 
CJoaths or Hair, and n >t ts. V»e brufii’d off, becaufe 
’ciSi'iill renew’d from tiie evaporating ilears. It hap­
pens moIHy when Men have drunk hurd, and -hr;- in a 

, IKII dark Night ride faff home j the tirff kirdltry, of 
it may probably be (to  pals over an Aiiiii'ri(iafis) 
by Ibme fpark o f a Flint trodden upon by toe Horlcs 
Shoe, CT'r. for as the Reams of the Spirit ol VVi.ioeafily 
catch Fire, fo may the evaporating Spirits being much 
of the lame Nature, difeover’d by Chymifts to be plen- 
tifnl in Humane T̂ odie.s, as alfo in Animals, when they 
ai e in any iiifficiect Q[iantity fent out by perlpiration, 
and Sweating.

Queft. 4. ff-'e read often of tbt rrord Aflylum; Ptay 
rrbtnce is  the uje thereof^

4 njif. In Sacred Writ there was a City o f Refuge, 
where the Ctiminal fled for Protection, and if  his fault 
was not wilful, as in Murder, the Avenger o f Blood 
coil’d not take him thence. ’Tisftory’d of Cadnms, th&t 
at the Building: of roticj, opened a Sanflaary ofKe* 
tuge for Criminals, lx)nd or - free, to fl)̂  to, probably 
in imitation of that in Sacred Writ. As for this 4̂/- 

’twas alfo e Sanftuarv of Refuge l uilt upon the 
Kill Palatine in Jco-as, founded by Komultu for the end 
above. Theie was alfo fuch another Cuftom in the Ci­
ty of Crotoiiy where whofoever fled to the Altars o f 
their Gods, were forgiven their Crimes. Wefhallpafs 
over the Pradlice of the Pm -ptans beyond Seas, and 
only note, mat hence came thele Proverbs, A i  te i«i- 
ijuiffi a i  A f j j l m t  ad te tanquam a i  A 'M i ctn fu g im s:  
H'l* fly unto thee as our only Refuge.

Quirft.y, J fh a t vt.n theiesjoK that our Saviour v a sC rU ' 
cified, fin ie w ejtn d  no fuch Deaih in the ffi » ijb  Econotny: 
A nd tfbat w#r the maar.er of it as near as yon lan guefs, by 
vebit credible Authors j j )  ?

A afts. ’Tis true, w e find no fuch Death in the ffem jb  
Law. ’ Twas a RCOT47I Puniflwient, and at that time the 
Kwounr were their Mafters, and they were govern'd by 
their Laws. Crucifixion amonift the Itomam is call’d 
by Tacitus^ ServileSuppliciumy the puniflitnent of Slaves, 
and foraecimes Freemen underwent that Death, ( tho’ 
very leldom, and for Capital Crimes 1 as in the Cafe 
of that Guardian which G alba  cuicify'd lor poyioning 
his Ward} for when the Guardian chim’d the benefit 
of the Law, as being a Freenua, and a Roman Cititfcn : 
G a lb s , as i f  he would allay his puniflimeut with fome 
Comfort and Honour, commanded the Crois already 
mack to be cha.iged, and another to be reared far higlv 
erthan ordinaiy, and tlie lame to be oVcrhidwicli a 
white Colour. Thofe that were thus puniftic.l, bore 
the Crois upon their Shoulders to the place ofRxecuci- 
on. P !ut. de Se'^a N um . v in i. M a V fid im  a i Suppltriim

pear to the People, tlie Caule of thix Piinilliment was 
co.ninonly writ m Capital Ltirers, dechrma die Caule 
of his Death, ( vide Lips, de C ru ce!. a. c. 11. ) Somecimes 
a Common*Cryer publiftied what the Perfon was, as in 
the Cafe of Attalm the Marryr, {ApAlon. Oiz\>. i .  ) 
who was led about the Amphitheatre, svith an T!)is it 
Attalus the Chrillian.

Qyeft.
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•Qaeft. 6 . H lxth er there be irtj of the Race of Julais Cx^  
f i f s  Horfes ««» in theJyorlcty robo, at they \xj, W  
Death of tbtir M 4 e r  ? x n i i f  there be, Whether n  would 
^ot be Prudence f<rr the French '« 
feme t j  them, that veber.ever hit Life meets i  Period, he may
m t dye without Mourners ? , r i

Anfw . I f  chat Race be extinfl, poffibly he may find 
one half Man, half Horle,in li 'e ji Turwr/, whicn by p o d  
Ufage may be taught before hand. If he tails there, 
the great Turk, will certainly be fenfible of the Lolsol 
fo good an Allie. But now we chink on’c, he needs not 
go out of his Court, for furely his Parafites and Wor- 
ihippers, who have made him fwallow fo many BUi- 
^emous Titles, will Counterfeit a Sorrow, perh:.psadt 
a real onej for why mayn’t Cuftom, which has now 
made Flattery a Duty and an AccompLlhmenc in that 
Court, naturalize a Sorrow for the lots of that which 
they have made ihemfclves believe a Happ.nefs.

A nfw . The imprefled Idea in his contiruet ,̂ fuU ?r 
when he was almoft awake and as he grew moie 
awake, it removed more from his imagin’d fight, the 
Idea by degrees vanifhing quite away.

Queft. 7. In th e 'ii l.^ o b  you w ill f e d  a great diffe­
rence between the words ir  the latter part of that 
they are in tw t Tranflaiions, viz. the Enghfn -'•d
the Lattin : In the forme- -;r: w ill f n d i t  thus. Curie God 
and dye; in  the U tter, Be. edicendo atque morienclOj 
that you would be pleafed ic reconcile theft two Tranflutm s, 
is  the bumble retjueff of ( Gentlemen ) your humble Ser­
v a n ts?  , . ’

An(w . The Hebrew word fignifies both to Blef-j and 
to Curfe', Ib that where ’tis Tianflited Blefs', as in the 
L a tin , French, & c  'tis by way of I'ony, for ’tis plain 
file meant Curje by the Context 5 t i m  -fptaiejl at one of 
the foolijh Women, &c. which he wou’d ;..)t h i/j laid un­
to her, had (he meant Blefs ; as allb by what pr-.etdeŝ  
D o ji thou [ t il l  retain thy Integrity ?  Curfe God, See. wl'.ere 
there’s a plain Antithefis, as much as to fay, What fip 
nifies thy Piety ? Curie the Author of this lln/uft Deal­
ing with thee, and lay Violent Hands upon thy felf to 
be fire from thy Sufferings. There can be no other 
meaning put upon the place.

Qneft. ro. How long is it  f  nee Sirnames were given, to 
w'oom, and by whom firft of a ll ?  and how comes t^ re to bt 
fo many diffennt Sirnames ?

Anfw . To diffitigu f̂h Men for feme remarkable Afii- 
on, Employment, Aci, or Deformity of Body; has no 
doubt been before the Flood : Chrift gave a or Su­
per, or a Name over and above ; a Sur-nSme to Smon, 
when he faid. Thou, f h i l t  be called Peter; alluding to the 
feter or Rock of Salvation he built upon j and Lalhm  
was Surnamed Tljoddeus, Match. 10.3. H irw <  Tresm- 
gihus, f f 'M s  Machabeus, and Tubal Cain to diHinguilh 
iiim faom Cain who was markt, G en , 4. t i .  iheictbre 
in all Countreys more or lefs Surnames have ^en 
given.

Queft. ir . iVhether by your Order, ortoy .u r Rjicwledge, 
there: any Money paid, or to be paid, at tbs Coff-.e-Houje tn 
Stocfcs-^Iarket, at the delivery o f any ^ t i l i o n s  jent to 
you ^

Anfw. There’s neither any paid, nor any demand­
ed, to our Knowledge ; what we do, we do Gratis, 
both in receiving and anfwering : Only Letters that 
come out of the Countrey, its reafomib'e they pay the 
Poftage, neither will any fuch be taken in, whole Poft- 
age is not paid for.

9bte*ttrement3.

Queft. 8. My Father left me Guardian to a younger Bro­
ther, and in the Management o f niy G uardiinjhip I  have 
wronged hint very confiderably to what he bad left j he is an 
Orphan, both as to Father and Mrtber , .i-id l  remember the 
Threats in Scripture againft thofe that opprefs : h m , h r  wic-e 
partictilarly in  Exod. za. z i .  in  Malach. 3. y. w hi:b is ve­
ry [evere, and my Heart does a little  mifgive n s. .>rj ) have 
thoughts fometi»:‘ ‘s of making fatufafTivar but tm u'J have 
i t  kftown ; therefore what Method would you c lv ij"  to do it, 
not to be taken Mctice o f?  and I  would alfo fcr-
ticukrly the baiKcujnefs e f  the fin  ?

Anfw . It’s im}wffible for us to preferibe which way 
to make RefHtution, we knowing nothing of the Cir- 
cumflances: We can only in general Terras remind you, 
that if  thofe Texts you your felf have ci.et^ w'on’t per- 
fwade you, we are fure you won’t believe us. No, nor 
your Father, tlio’ he fhoa’d rile from the Dead t there’s 
certainly no Salvation for you without prefent reftitution, 
i f  all you have in the World will do i t ; if not, as for as 
you are able; befides, an habitual Repentance, anfwer- 
able to the habit of your fin. We are furprized at the 
words, My Heart does a little  m jg iv e  me, and I  have 
Thoughts fometimes o f making Reftitution: Your Circum- 
ftances require more Application of Mind, a hearty Sor-

He Compleat Library for November is now in the 
1. Prels, wherein is finilht all thofe Difcourle? 

concerning the S a e n d  Scriptures, wf'ich were begun in 
May's Journal> and Promifed in fu r.c  —  7 ’.is Journal 
for W .em ber concludes the F I R S T  V O LU M E  o f ?'/;e Ccra- 
pleat Library, to which wdll be added two Alpbabct'tnl 
Tables, the one of the Books and the other of the Mat­
ters. The S E C O N D  V O LU M E  o f The C-mpleat libraiy 
will be continued by the lame Hand that .u it the Firfl, 
v’hich Author that he may have room to iiilert all I ’i- 
lualle Books Printed frnn time to time [.e refigns to 
continue his Journal rarnthly in a 12 J. Book, the f x  

already piibiifht havii’g nret with a very ki'id 
Reception. I f  any Perfotis for rhe good of ciie Pnbiick 
will fofar contribute to I’cnefting of this Under­
taking as to abridge rhc.nlVlves what Valuable Bool;s 
tney Publilh, they fhail have’em in'erted in this Moxil’’  
ly f fa m u L  if they.'fend their to P rx -
ton at rtie Raven in the Pou'trey : —  In next Sauirisys 
Mercury « til be mferted an Account of the Books defigo’d
for the following Months.

row, a fmeere Repentance, a willing Reftitution, and
all this immediately, for you know not how foon you 
may be called to give an Account o f your Steward- 
fliip. I f  you will give us a further Account, we fiiall 
by a private Letter give you what farther Advice we 
are able, being willing to hope that you won’t relapfe, 
nor make a ftay at a bare Conviftion.

Queft. 9. A Toim g Man being in a kind of a Slumber, in  
the Evening about r z  a Clock, be at lafl awaked, and faw  
appear, to his thinking, a Creature like a Woman, cloatbei 
in  white Arraymtnt and i t  flood leaning againjl a {olid place, 
he arofe, and it  (iartei back, end he tna^ towards it, and 
i t  went farther ̂ t n  him  ; and at the lafi he was affrighted, 
and flood f l i l l ,  and faid . In the Name of God who art 
thou} and i t  vanijhed away, and he faw i t  no more; be being 
much concerned ahout it ,  defires your jpeedy Anfwer, what 
fhould be the meaning o f i t  ?

At  the Sign of the A rchm id es  and SpeHacles -n Ini’  
gate.flreet, rhe Weft-End o f St. P aul's Church J w  

don, by ffokn Marfaal are made all manner of Prorpe^ivc- 
Glafles, Telerco)es,iMicrorcopes,rr gle and double.Read- 
ing-Glafles, laige Concave Glailes, Concave Cylinders 
and Cones o f Merta): The Seller hereof foith Invented * 
large double Microlcope, and a Pocket Microfcop?, 
more uiefnl than any that hath been yet made, being ap­
proved of by the Royal Society.

He hiith allb invented a Wheel-Prorp«ffive-GIaIi,witii 
three Concaves hi the Eye-GIals exceeding any thir’g id 
that Nature yet extant: Alfo, Dark-Lant.hoi rs, Ca^dl  ̂
fticks with CnnvexGIaftes, and Speaking Trijraptw. 
He Hkewife felleth Spedfacles, fit for all Ages, in Horn, 
Tortife-fiiell, Silver, and Leathern Frames, by Whole* 
Sale, or Retaile.

Any Gentleman that Prataifeth Glafs-Grinding, niaf 
have all manner o f Tools made for Grinding ; as alfo. 
all manner of Tiirners-work Leioneing to the Whole 
Art of Glafs-Grinding.

Alfo at Mr.^ohnCock'fi in L.’ ^-Acre ittjje Sign ofthe 
Telefcope are the aboverrencion • 1 Goc made and Sofo 
by Wholefale or Retale.

V
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