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The Athenian Mercury:

Novem ber1692. Licens'd, £. B.

Queft. I. * 3 'Hwe A/x young GentUmso of
i ar AcqiuintMce” tvbojg unbappji Eutejt
JL his bt™ii to full into the Compuny of a
fin tjSpXTh~f, pnh\t\l Ashcifts® whobythe fubiiity oftheir
Argumutis buve jo blinJed bh Reufon™ as to pujj'efs him vfith
Doubts of a future Stute™ and the imnmtxHiy g tbe Soul j
thereis no deuUng veith him by Scripture, and tloe rnuner be-
ing too MctaphyficM for my mean Conceptions, | dare «cf un-
dtruby to demonjlnie it Philojophically; 1 therefore (being
very dejiruus so convince tny Friend ) have thought good to
jeni to you, humbly Jejiring your injlruBton how | may han-
dle the Point, jo its by jme of Arguments to undeceive
hftn ?

Anfvf. It's impcifible to give parcitular Infi»udiions
in luch a Genetal Cale ; Ifyour Friend and his Aflbd-
accs will tend in their Objeftionsin writingto us, we’ll
endeavour an Anlwer j and we hope they are at leaft
10icalouable, to hear what can be laid againft their
Opinions, beloie they ablblutely determine, and fettle
tkeir Judgmcms. A jufl ~udge will hear both Parties ¢
and 'twill argue an inexcufeable rafhnefs, and a preju-
dice to Truth not to be willing to be undeceiv'd, where
there's a poflibilityofit, and lo fair aone too as this is,
where the joynt Suffrage of Humanity (both as to N e
grer;t!l and Ibbereft part) feeins to ftamp infallibili-
ty upon it.

Otiiiih i. Whether I'm oblig'd to forgive one that has
vreng'dme, without Repenuncef

Anfw. The ChrifHan Religion obliges us to be charts
tth'e to all men, 10forgive our Enemies to prayfor our Perfe-
iu:ors, tobcar n'Jirtxlice norhatnd i aiul many more flich
Texts there are to the fame puri>ole: But certainly
ihm's ftiil a relerve, warranted not only by that Ju-
iHe we owe to Eternal Realbn and Tmth, and the Ex-
ample oi God Almighty himleif, and the adlual decifi.
on ofthis very cafe by our Saviour, who alfo inculca-
ted this Precept of Forgivenejs, with more earnennefs
thill any of the Prophets, or ApolUes. Our Saviour
has decided the Cafe thus; If thy Brother trcfpafs againQ
tier, rebube him j and ij be repents, forgive him 5 and if he
trelpsfs againfl thee (even times in a d»r, and turn a-
gain to thee faying, | repent, thouJhalt forgive him j here
Repentance Is the Condition. God. /limiglity only for-
gives conditionally, and we are advis’'d to imitate him,
and to be perfePt as he is perfedij to be reconcil’d to an
obllinate Injuflice, or any "Vice, is to authorize and
approve it. Our Duty under an Injury is this, to be
atigry only at the Sin, not chePerlon j to tell him of
it, and to endeavour by all common Offices of Friend-
ship to win upon him to an acknowledgment of his
Fault,to pray lor him, that (Jod w'ou’d change his Heart,
3nd if he repc-nts towards Gad, he will ceitaiuly do it
towards us; if this will not do, wse are not oblfg'd to
* I'Imiliarity, nor to an acknowledgment of Reconci-
liation, but only look upon him as a Stranger, and yet
healways ina Capacity, and readinefs of Mind to ror-
five him, whenever he Ihall perform the Conditi-
on.

Qiieft. 3. fPljether a M/nijier ought to be blam'd, who
oitt ~ Cor.jaence (hall refaje or fcruple thegiving the bltfjid
Nicrmemio a Perfon that never ioof it before, and dejires
1 notv only upon a Civil, cr State account, beciufe be is to
tWf upjn a new Ojjieef

Anix. Charicy muft certainly be the great Rule of
our adingin thisCafe: V/e are not the Searchers, nor
Judges of Mens Hearts, wc can only ad by probabili-
ty ofoutward Circumftanccs, an.dwherethe Cale will
hear the Iraff probability, our Charity muft prevail in
the DilpenUtion 3 ifa Man has been vicious, and tells
toehehes reclaim’d on a fudden, and is fincere, lam
70 hope he may be fo, and endeavour to perftdi it.

We ought therefore firft to examine and weigh Cir-
cumftances, to ask the party a veafon of his Faith and
Hope, and if we find him net ignorant in his Duty, and
perceive the leaft probability of Sincerity, we aretd
admonifti him, lay before him the Danger and Impiety
of tempting GoT Inlhort, we are to do difr Duty;
and leave the tell to him to whom all things are naiir.i
and opsa. Our Saviour, and (after his Example) die
ChrilHan Church in all Ages, lu;: efteem’d Vifibility-j
and an outward Proteffion, a liifficient warrant forad-
mitcailce fnro the priviledges of Church Communio.n.
But when Men have lived in open defiance to the Do-
iftrine and Communion of the Church many years, and
only take the Sacrament to qualitie them tor an Employ-
ment, there is good reafon the Miniftcr Ihculd requiie
an Acknowleclgtnenc o( his Fault, anda Promife to con-
tinue tor the future in the Communion of our Church >
and if he will not do this, he ought to be lejedled.

Queft. 4. Ob Saturday ike szth.Inlhnt,aSel.iicrs JFife
was brought to Bed at the Sugar-loaf j; Nhne-EIms, of a
Child with two heads, one over the other, jme part of the
Body, as Shoulders, is woolly, and fome part of the Face hai-
ry : In both Heads there were Eyes, Mouth, md Moje very
vifible when born, (as Mrs. H— the Midwife, who lives at
Fox-hail, kir affured me) but they row jeem tobefunliiir
the upper bead, which jeems to be wi~hoit Bones, inether
parts It \eems to be pcrftSI. It lived jsveril hours, and jtsm-
eiasijit hadbeenayear old 5 it cryed very much, but (fisite
different from a Child. Sirs, 1 defirt your Opinions ofthe na-
tural Occafion, and |”nawing you to be ir~quiftive in theje
Affairs, | thought J& togive you this Avtount ?

Anfw. We have lately dil'cours’d upon Mouftrous
Births, and thither we yeferr you.

Nleft. j. Toil have anfweredihe ~ejiion lately about a
living Frjh in a Tub of water, that will weigh no more
than the Tub of water did without the Fifh 5it ftemsby the
~uelUomhe”uerifiwM jjtisfied ofthe effiff, for he defirei
only a Reafon to be given, Why it was jo: A/il | having
read in a German Aatlyor, yoyears fince,that it wasjo,
without giving reaicn why, | Hi in the tryal not onlyfind
it to befo, hiuthat which I thinly will fatisffe any rational
Perjon, the Caujewby it is jo, for whiljt the Fifh lwarn to
and agen, the Scales remain'd biltanced, but when | jaw
the Fijh-tub fw.iy iorvn, and return to bis Ballance again,
| tosli obfervations, andfound as often as the Fifh rubb'd or
touch'd the fide or bottom of the Tub, jo often the Fijh-tub
faay'ddown j and nojooner jwimintheTub without toueb”
ingit, but the Scale return'd into the Bullince again, and
continued jo till the jwimmirg Fifi teueb™ the Tub. Now
Gem. you have dermnliration, but here wxntethyour.
cusllluslrationwby, which doubtkfs will fatisjie the
rifi, as welt ASyour hmnbk Servant, unl”*ncwn to the.
rijt?

JAnjw. We knew nothing of fuch an Anfwer, nor
by what means it was put in; and for the future we
Ihall take fuch a Courfe, that the Prefs fhall father no-
thing upon us, but what isour own, (Advertifements
excepted.) Hemuft be unacquainted with the EiementSj
and the firft Principles of Common Kc.ifon, that can
imagine (by the Vertae of Antiquity ) that i and i
make but z, that if a weight beadded to a weight, the
whole fliould be equal to its part. Had not the Ex-
periment ofthe Royal Society in this very matter evin-
ced the contrary to what is pretended in the above QueK
it might be reafonable enough to conclude, that a livir®
Fifh wou’d weigh juft fo much out of tlie water, as it adi.s
to the weight of a Velfel of Water, a litcle.aUowance
being made for that ;weight wliich the Elafticity and
Springinefs of the Air in the Bladder and Body ofthe
Fifn, ukesoff. The Experiment in the Queftioamuft.
be errweoas, fromthe hard turning ofthe Scalesﬁg -
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ftdes, its probable ihis™Fiffi was very finall, and if
one of acotifideri“Me bignefs bad been us’d in the Ex-
perunent, the ditierence wou’'d have been mo:e fenfi-
ble. And the Reafon why the Scales gave way at the
FiQies touchiflp. the fidcs, oi bottom of the Tub, ( a
Veffel very > for cue Experiment) mi'.ft be
this, The PamJifs of Water parted Toeafily whilil the
Fifli fwam, that it caufed no External Motion, and
cotrfcquently 1Thook the Scales no more than if it had
lain mil j but when it liit upon the fides, it ftiook the
Tub, which therefore alcended or delceaded, according
to the inpreflioti of the firil Motion, as a Man put
into a Scale and weigh’d exadfly, may by Motion in the
Scale make it ai‘cend or defeeud j commonly the laft,
becaul'e that the Motion he ufes receives its life from the
reii“nceof the Scale-board which he prefles upon in
order to move j but we fliali have occalion to treat up-
on the P»inciples of Motion Ibme other time.

Quell. 6. IVe find in the Old TeUiment there ire the
Names offmeral Months call'd Nilan, Tifri, &C. by the
Jews, note the HiSorical part veoidi be more intelligible,
if we {neptf how their Months anjwer'd to ours, ther”~ore |
believ: it will not only Oblige me but many morty togive us
what Account you can in tlx Matter f

Jnfrv. They are called alfo the’ firft, fecoiid, third
Month, ~ ¢. which We Ihtil give you in their Order,
only their Months not beginning at the fame time as
ours doj we muft be forc'd to fet them doablei as for
inftance, their Month Nifan anlvver’d to part of March
and part of April, and fo of the relt.

j. Nifan, which is alfo called
_ JApril,
i. Mar, L May.
‘May,
3. Sivan, Jurza.
June,
July.
July,
Auguit.
r Auguft,
ASeptember.
7. Tifri, which is alfo called
] OdItfoer,
8. Marche Suan, or Bui, November.
_ November,
9. Cipu, —1 — December.
December,
10. tebetb, — — {]January.
_ anuary,
n . Schebeih, February.
_ ) 'February,
1i. Adar or Veaiar, March.

Qneft. 7. In the Gojpel we meet with a Man, out of
whom our Saviour caft many Devils, which are there term-
ed Legion, pray what Company might there be, or bow ma*
ny does the word Legion ftgnijie ?

Anfw. The Kmin Forces were anciently divided into
tw» parts, Auxilia € Legiones, into Auxilary Bands
iiti Legions. The Auxiliary were fuch as the Neigh-
bour Tribiiter;y Countries did fend in to the Romans
As for the Legions,.hey were a choice feleft Party taken
out ofall the Korsn Soldiers, and were called Legions,
ab eligendo fcon choefng. Rdin. Aatiq,lib. 10. cap. 4, fup-
pofes Romulus wa: the fitit Author of this Method, and
ms Legion at fiift contain'd 3000 Footmen and 300
Horfemen. afterwards he augmented it to 4000 Footmen,
whence ic was called “tdrata legio, butin Procefs of

time it encreafed unto the Number of tfooo, which it “parts ;
and of this notlnng imt.) the Cure be hnifted ; O, ibe

leldom xceeded, as Sigoniu tells us,
lafi Number it w”™s accounted by the Rojuwj at that
time that our Saviou”™was in the World j as alfo the
~ews had the fame Computation, they being a mixt
People, and then Tributary to the Roman Empire, Fi-
late and Herod being Romans: So that the Devil which
fpolce out of the Wretch for himfelf and partners in
AoCwer to our Saviour’'s QpefHon, ffisat ~ Name war?
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meant by tegioa, that they were about 000 who
permitted to Tyrannize over and poffcls that one Mai-
Quell. 8 What is meant by that Pajlage of St. p|n|
that be fcughi whh Beafts at Ephefus?
Anjw. Darmatio ad BeSias, or Condemning to the If'Ui
w-as a frMuent PuriOiment amonglt the Romans
and thole mat fuffered thus were called BeSharii There
are lomc of the Learned chat believe St. Paul was caff
to the Wild Beafts, and fought with 'em in a litierst
m e, and that they cou’d not have Power to defliov
him; which luterpret«ion is a Wronger Argument chat
St. believd the Relurredlion, and would not re
tr™n tIK Preaching thereof, tho' ft hazarded his Life
which he knew he lhoud receive again : And this i
the fcope ot the Text, and to this lence V/e adhere
more eipecially Ence We perceive it can be of noill
confluence. There are fome who underhand by the
word Vemetriui, and others that oppolcd Sr Pad
andlo make the Fight to be Metaphorical.

The qUerlft IS at_liberty ic take which fide hepleales,
0

tor both the Expofitions ‘are lafe.
Quell. 9. | read in Hakerj chronkU, in the Reign of
~ Ehz 2 reported of 5/VT, Cheynev, that bis

Putje dtd beat more than tlsree quarters of an hour after ke
dead™ as fircngly as if he had been fiiU alive = Query,
met~r tU m moreprobable he was alive fc hmr, Qnce 'sk
weU known by the Recovery oj fr.-sral that ha-ve"been given
ner for dead that there has b.en life, when not the leslt
fynptoru of it hath appeat-'d ?
jinjw. We know 'tis fo reported, but he was certairf-
ly alive, for Matter can’t move ic felf, nor cou’'d th- Vi-
tal Spirits keep up the Circulation ofthe Blood, with-
out INing heW in Motion by the Nobler Part, which
therefore mufl by the indiljx)/ition of the Organs beio-
capacitated to exert any further Offices of Life.
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