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All the Paper of Qoeftions that have been fent un-
to us about Dr. Burm ‘%Arebioh”ia, &c. are not need-
liil lor us to Anfwer, I'ome of 'em relating to what
is ,partly an Innocent Hypothefis, and as fuch we
are willing to aaknowledge, chat there’'s a deal of
Heading, pretty Invention, lharp Wit, and refin'd Phi-
lolbphy mingled throughout, and as fuch tl;e Age is
willing to receive it: Butall thefe Qyalificadons want
loundarioo to make the w'hole Canonical, or fixa Stan-
dard for every Readers Judgment. As for other parts,
which are rais'd upon the Kuines of Eternal Reafon
and Religion, and built upon a Contempt f accidentally
loatleali) and a WTeftiiig of the Scripture, there we
think our felves oblig’d to exprefs our Concern, and
il poiiible, in fuch Terms as may at onceexpofe the Er-
rors thereof, and lecure the Judgment of lome PeiTons,
who otherwile might be prejudic’d wuth that Air of {'Pit
i)iiRe.din™ they will find there, or at jeaft with the
Authority of the Author himfelf. Asto the Quefiions
ofthcjiift Book, we ftiall pafs 'em over without any
Keinirk, but that in General 'tis a very ufeiul elaboiate
Treaftiryof Ancient Philolbphy. Therefore totheQue-
llio.is ofthe Second.

CNieft. Hether there's any Exceptions to be
— tKsJe a™iinji thefrfl Chapter ofthe’
fecond Booli

Arfro. The firR partof it is of great ufe againft fuch
as wou'd argue for the Eternity of the World, as did
AfiSstley anda tew more in all Agesj for after the Te-
fiimony ofMojes, he fumiusup feveral ofthe
~ricianSy Laiinsy ficc. who generally agreed, itsat all
e'ins emerg'd ftvm a Chaotick Night. But then he’s un-
willing to believe this was done on the iudden, but
tliat there being a great Strife, Dilbrder, and Confu-
fon of things, there was need of a very confidera-
ble time to fettle them in, being loch to recede
horn the fame Pofition he laid down before in his
P>w;; which became tiie Dr. finds to be inconfiftent
With Narration, therefore (as will appear by
sndby) hecalls in que.Rion his Authority, endeavour-
"g to prove the Hiftorical part ofthe Creation a kind
ot Parable, not confiderb g, that th6é it fliou'd be lo
framed, (which we ftiallceverbe willing todo) yet
the Commandment, which is of too great a Moment
thinto have a |"arabolical lignification, isexprels, Thai
infix days G si created the Heaven and Earth, &c. where-
asthe Drs. Earthy particles, and liquid Mais muft be
tnany years (ifat all) inlctlingto a Confifience.

Quefi. a. iVhether as the Vr. hasfaid in bis id. Chap-
fwj he has already p ovi by Phyftcal Reafons in bis Theory,
ike Earth rras cfa [month and even Surface, five from
Rocks, Mountains, as alfo, vebether that vohich
i'tejfers further in tieefame Chapter, os to a threefold State
ofthe World, he confident mth the Authority of S't. Paul,
1 ™Peter, nhich he mshes ufe of, efpecially the UH, as the
peat Pillar on robich hefupports the whole Notion ?
Anjw. His Phyfical Reafons (as heis pleas'd to call them)
are Inunded upon his Hypothefis, th'j.s, T8 Chaos was fluid
ionfufedly blended together, tbegreffer parts fubftded,con-
hituting an Irtoier o b tj Earth, the refl of the Matter
divided intoliijuid and volaiil:, the liquid containing
"I » all the Original 1J”™uors of that Earth, which it
tedrcled, ari the unfluoxs oily Matter mounted above that,
the Air pirg'd it felfof its grofs Earthy particles,
wasfull, theyfeU down and mngted with the Qily
Gjttor, which grerring and j/;V/7r, by accejjton of
~NiTerrelirial particles, ly degrees grew fliff andfirm, and
Ittltd into fijg Ccrfiflency of an habitable Earth. Hence he
t™\cludes, tliat the Earths fitding froma fmootb Liquid,

us impolfible there Ihou'd be Mountains, Seas, R.”cks,
in jt betoie the Flood. This Narration is the Sub-
itance of the Drs. Hypothefis, which he rakes all for
granted, before he makes his Conclufion, which he
«lls a proof from Phyfical Rtajons. It wou'd be eafie to
ihow, how unpliilol'ophical this Hypothefis is in all its
parts, particularly in that Material one of the Earthy
particles getting firft into the Air, or being numerous
enough toftiffen lo much Liquidity 3 or laftly, of grow-
ing dry in any definite Number of Yeais, much leis in
iix days, which is the exprefs time that God Almighty
himfelf atrefied in the Mount, when he gave the Lasv,
as well as in other places of Scripture.

As tor the latter pare ol the Qijcfiion, Whether the
Authority fetchr from the Apofiles, Sr. Peter, and Sc.
Paul, give the Dr. any ground to build thefe Nations
i“n,~we (hall now conlider, his Thefis is Terram fuiffe,
&c. “ That the Earth was in its Antideluvfa.j State of

another Form, different from what it is now-, as al-
No tfie Heaven ofanother Pofition. Firftlet us lee what
br. Perer lays, Astr,Mvii ctvrvf tvto -dihoi'TttSy
Per they (to wit, t::e Scoffers chat queftion’d the Se-
cond Coming ofChrift) are willingly ignorant of this, that
by the IVord”~God the Heavens were of old,and the Earthjiand-
irtgoutofthe U'aier. and in the id™ater, by which t"e t"en IPbrld
perijh'dybeingffverflow'd with water j and the now Htavensird
Earth are by the fame wordfiept in Store, rejerved unto Fire a-
gainjl the day ofjudgment, and Perdition ofungodly Men. We
will endeavour to do the Dr. Juftice, in Abftrabling
his Expofition of this place, fince he fays, p .iif. Su-
pa hanc peiramTheorumTelluris,Scc. that he has chiefly
built his THhUta OU THE EAKTH upon this Pillar or
Pallage ofSt. Peter : As alfo upon a parallel palligeof
Sc. Paul, which becaufe tending to the fame rning,
( thd in difterent Chapters) we Ihall conlider 'em to-
gether, and be a little larger here, th6 we comrade
our Difeourfe in the reft.

The Drs. Expofition. Thefe Scojftrs queflion a future
deflruHion, or change ofthis NaturalH P U, their Education
and Faith teaching nofuch Do”rine for a long long fuccejfton
ofyears: But theyare willingly ignorant of the Jirfl State of
Nature, which by its Confliiutionwas dejiroyu by a Deluge,
biu the Havens and Earth which arenow, having a different
Conjiiiutum, Jhall be deftroy'J by Fire.

An!w. The Phrafe NATURAL IPORIV in the Ex-
pofirion, is ftrain’d and unnatural, the Apoftles defign
being not to build a Theory of the Earth, but to Ihovr
the parallel betwen the iinexpedfed Judgment upon the
other World ~ofthe Ungodly, and tne iudden Coming
of Chrift upon the now World of Scoffers, the firft
by a Deluge, the laft by a General Conflagration. We
are wiMing to grant, that the World before,the Flood
might receive a confiderable change by the 1>luge,as ma-
ny fmall Rivens made, Ibme Mountains cari up, (ffe. but
that it receivid no fuch change asa total inveifioii, by
breaking into pieces, and lofing its iirft fcituacion, is
the Matter we deny, and what tlie Dr. wou’d prove >
but this we fliall con;e to in anfwering his y Reafons
for his Opinion.

To prove the foregoing Expofition, he adds tie y fol-
lowing Arguments:

T. If the Face of Nature is yet the fame, then (the
/ epTnuxTttt ) the Scoffers had wbat they contended jor,
which is r.ot te be granted.

Anjw. It wou'd be true, if the Apoftles words, All
things continue as they were from the Creation of the H'orU,
can DEfo limited, to mean, That this f'/fible State (f Na-
ture was never yet wholly alter'd in its Conflimionfrom
tlse Creation of the World 3 ( as in the Theory ) lor that's
the Point die Dr. contends for, and he muft make
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more even and beautiful than now ) was upon the de-
crcaie of the Waters all cover’'d with Corp and Mud,
Trees torn up by the roots, the Channels ot Rivers
turn’d another way. Cities demoliftir, and Nature in
general made delblate, and no hopes ot reparation but
the poor remains of Mortality that was flmt up m the
Ark, to begin and replenilh the World anew : It all
this be truth, and much more of the lame Nicure, then
the Apoftle’s Argument which is fupposd in the wtfr.
Ver[e, is not in vain.

. The Confequence in the i<Ci. Perje w ui be wuhout
du%rpfr)\r/mfl'eﬁe Confequence ISvery Juft without the "bis
fence, which relies very much upon a Natural C/ule,
calling A/’ Sv-, Confimtmem nslfitum terra j leaving out
yerbum Dei, whieli neverthelefs will come in for the
createft fture in that heavy Judgment, and fpoil all the
Philofophy in the Cafe. The Natural Inference is thus.
By tbe fyori of Ooi the Heavens were of old, and the Earth
fianJin” in theiVater and out of tbe fyater, by which IVord
end Situation the iVorli of ungodly Men perifhed in the IVa-
ters, and the face of Nature w.is made defoUte, and ftrange-
ly alter'd, as in the //t Anfwer.

Therg's an Amithefis in the 7t_h. Ferfe, the Heavens
J'E m b before tbe Flood e Hiimguight from thefe thai are

MAafw. The Antlthefis is very genuine in the yth.
Verfe as to the Appellation of «ewand d/i, in reipedl
both of and HWt-crt/, feefore and a/ier the pcod.
Firft, as to the fi.irf/;,it.isvei7 properly called ™
World in relbeft to this, in relation to Its lelt, as com-
ingalmoft out of its Chaos again, as we delcrib'd in
Anfw. j. but more efpecially to Hoah's fmall Family,
w'lio wereto begin the World again, both as to Peo-
pling, Building, Cj-c. nd as for the

be either underflood of thole below the Moon or thole

aWe h “~ot.h? laft, for then tho Moon it felf had
been deftroyed : So that we can only reafonably believe

it to be the Clouds, Atmofpere, and the Air, which
mngm be franfelenientcd aiid thjnged-into Water {/omd

might therefore he faid to be deftroy d, asnothin

g the
fam and after they had done ttjeir fatal office, they
might either naturdHy We rartyM¥iBin as Vapours are,

or mlght by their Creator’s fiat be at once chang'd to
their nrft Nature and Office.

And to fhow the Improbability of any other Change
of the Heavens and Earth by the Deluge, let us com-
pare this PafTage of St. Peter with others j firft with
another of his own, zPet.i.y* Gen.6> 7. idem 13.
with the Earth, in the Original pom the Earth. Gen* 7-4*
ii.iiyscc. where all the places that mention this De-

wnicn IS examy wjKiaiT w wvuc W VWvd <
ther the Dr. muft quit the PHIar of bk Theory, and feek

a new one, or bury his Theory under fo proper a Mo-
nument.

We ftall alfo remark that this tkriefold Stj:e cj
ture which the Dr. wou'd have St. Paul to hint at In
of the Rowan/, falls very unluckily for his pur-
pnfe, two of ’em being before the flood, when he
tciftd have hid fécond=bepuas but that only by the

3 . W «,berth Ciufe tUt the Dr. ttJPgrrhrtbe
UrM d Deluge, be ugreeule a bistmu Theor) >

euough and very pretty for an
Hypothecs, only we qnuft lay Scripture by it we, be-

g,arc7: at. rcier taiw n. < rww > a.iw vu o g*.,
the time and degrees of its Increale and Dtcreafe

OntH. 4. VI'm Mrtk.Pu of ,he ,th. anl (At.Chuim,

V fIS :;n ot rocn, to confider this at prefeut.
befides, here being nothing againft Scripture, we(hal
P?* « <>-’

acJdrd.,,to*ou”™r .>rou.iieat the begin-
ning.

In our next Mercury we lhall prove that the Place of
the Garden of Eden may b« aflign'd very near, as
alfo that the four Kivtrs which come irom it, at
this day are certainly known, which will further
fliew the Earth did not fall iij chat Deftruflion the
Dr. pretends. We fliall alfo examine his Opinions
about the Hiftorical part of the Creation, which
he has endeavour'd to prove an Allegory: Ad
iaftly we ftall eflay to clear thole Abjurdities he
has faftened upon Mofes.
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