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The Athenian Mercury;
®U£fOat, Dectmhtr6. 1692. Licenc’d, £.

T h e  r e f i  o f  D r .  BurnetV Archeeologiae, & c .  
(h a ll b e  A i i f i f e r '* d  in  th e  n e x t  Mercury, 
e x tr a o r d in a r y  B n ftn e fs  fr e 7 )e n tm g  i t  »oip.

Qiieft. I- " f  (̂ ent. l a s  h iv e  your 'judgm ent of the
1 -^  p ifjig e  hdorp,w hieh I  m a veith in a c e r -  

J[ tain Latin Author i v h a i he means by it  ̂
vhich / partly guefs at  ̂ but a n  h.ive no dear Notion of, and 
Kfhat your Opinion is  as to what he advances concerning the 
number of the A n g d s  ? 'T is  joundin  Ignacins de Derken- 
iiis, Lib. de Deo Creatore, Difp. i. Chap. j .  p. 31. H is  
words folhnv, Talmudiftar ftatuunt numeium Anp,eiorum> 
©'f. ( w e ll not trouble (he Reader w ith a long Latin d ^ o -  
tation, but g iv e hint the fence of it  as far as we can fin d  it ,  
tht we doubt the 'Sranferiber is  fometimes mijial{en in cur 
own Language.) ‘ The Talmudifts fix the number of 
‘ the A n g d s, at 191600000, two hundred ninety one 
‘ million, fix hundred thouland, whereas others make it 
‘  far greater, and prove it by an Argument taken (rom 
‘ the vaftnels o f the Empyrain Heavens, compared with
‘ the Tcrreftrial Globe, after this manner: ----- Tis
‘ not probable that thofe i'p/r/tj which inhabit tie  Em- 
‘ pyraan Heaven (hou’d be fo few, as thA they each 
• till’d their own Sphere, they ftiou’d leave almofi: the 
‘ whole Empyreum empty'-, for feeing that heavenly Pa- 
‘ lace was built by God, for the fake of its Inhabitants,
‘ fome proportion ought to be obferv’d between that 
‘ and them, in reference to their Inhabtatm . But if 
' t h e  number o f  Angels were not much greater than the 
‘ number of Men, "that muft necelfarily follow, ( vi^. 
‘ that great part of the Empyr^um muft be left void, 
‘ without any Inhabitant.) the Minor k  »>>»•*
'The number of Men acUtally ex iliin s  comes tar fliort 
‘ of that number, which wou’d fill the thoulandth pare 
‘ of the Superficies of the Earth, if  we (hou’d allow y 

to every Perfon, which every one woud 
‘ grant, if he conlider’d how great a fpace is left «w«- 
^.habiteihy M en, as Seas, Woods and Delarts; nay fur- 
‘ ther, that the moft populous Cities have not fo many 
‘ Inhabitants, as there are fpaces of j  foot jquare m the 
‘ Area, which is included within their Circumference: 
‘ Theretore there ought to be at leaft a thouland times 
‘ as many more Men as do adtually exift, to fill the 
‘ whole Supeificies o f this terraqueous Globe, in the man- 
‘ ner before mention’d 5 let us therefore fuppole, chat 
‘ in the (pace of 30 years, all the Men of the World 
‘ were new, an equal proportion being allow’d for 
‘ thofe who dye either under or over their tbirtycth 
‘ year.— But in the fpace o f 30000 years, which is in 
‘ all probability longer than Generation wiJJ lair, we 
‘  (hall at that rate, have a number of men not greater
‘ than there are (paces o f f  foot ftwir? in t)is terraqueous 
^Superficies, which according to the leift account w-- 
‘ have of the Earths Circumference, reckonin|gi'
‘ at 1 9 0 8 0 Miles, are96118^60000000.^^
‘ millions o f millions, two hundred hundred and 
‘ choufands of thoufands of millions, fivg  ̂ n-ansferr’d 

fixty millions. Now if  this when the
to the vaftnefs of the EmpytainJ^^ Firmament, and 
£m/; IS but a Point m relpect ^  qJ- Empyranim, 
t̂herefore much more fo in be fill’d by

 ̂It appears how (mail a not its Superficies only,
■ , ' f r , . “ '’ihereof, as we ought to do
‘  whf,! ‘ 1̂, concerning sp ir itu d  s M m c c s ,

1 if  we do thus, we lhall Scarcely
t j A  portion between ’em, as there is be-
* t w l S  pill Pifmire, and the whole Globe of the 
‘  Pan-h .̂ t̂nerefore ’twere unreafonable to affirm (o 
•jJS ^ > d y of Earth was created by God for the ba-

‘  bication o f  one Pifinire, ’twill hardly be more reafoa- 
. ‘ ab!e to affirm, th.̂ ; there are not more Angels who 
‘ inlubic t!ie Empyrxal Heavens, than there will be Men, 
‘ o f whom the Blefitd. who (hall come thitlier, being 
‘ but a very few, in rel'pedf o f the Reprobates, will but 
‘ little vary the number.

The lime Auciior goes on, f.33. ‘ and concludes that 
‘ the Ei-rth contains fewer Grains of Sand, or quanti- 
‘ tiespn'portionable to thofe Grains, than 
90oooooooooooooooooooooo9ooooooeoooooj —  or 

‘ t.ha;; theie are Units in a number confifting of a Unit 
‘ and 36 Ciphers (which if  the Unite be 9, make 7 —  
Nine ml!lk>nsof millions of millions of millions ofmil- 
•‘ lions o f millions: ) But that the Firmament contains 
‘ (ewer of the lame Grains of Sand then 
‘ 9000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
‘ 000000000 3 or than there are U nits in u number, ex-> 
‘ prefs’d by a Unite and yi Cyphers, (which unlefs 
‘ we are miftaken, amounts to nine hundred millions 
‘ o f millions ot millions of millions ofmiliions ofmilH- 
‘ ons o f millions of millions.) But « hen'the 
‘ of ehe Empyrean Heavens do contain the quantity o f the 
‘ Earth, as often as that does Sands, he goes on, tliat it 
‘  ajipears not incongruous, to luppofe as many Angels 
‘  inhabitcing fo vaft a (pace, and confequently;, that the 
‘  Court o f the Erernal King fliou’d conlift of innumera- 
‘ ble millions of thofe excellent Spirits, fince his Maje> 
‘ fty \sirfin ite-, and that o f the Wiremin may very well 
‘  agree to the heavenly Kingdom, Pr\,v. 14. z8. In th  
multitude of the people is  the R i ’ ĝs Honour. .

A nfw . We think the main of the Authors Seir ^ 
pretty dear, tho’ fomething dark in one or two 
AnH ilk Hrifp tc to prove, that rhere ate almofF** ‘ * 
iy more Angels in Heaven, then there are 
were, or will be upon the Face o f the E a fi   ̂
indeed according to the old receiv’d J^tion, That 1 
know n’t how many thoufands o f dance upon 
the point ofa Needle, he has b e e n ®  
Bleffed Spirits, and leffen’d their «umber 
many Unites as wou’d liand fr^ni hence to t\y£ inclK s, 
for we fuppofe he allows each Angel prorortionable 
to his Men .upon Earth, y foot fquare ar (ealt (or his 
habitation 3 and how many inconceivable 
points may he imagin’d in that room'* That God has 
^ S u d l, m M t vail raimUrs o f 
which compofe his Glorious-H‘" ' ?" j  A r­
mies, we learn from his ■ "<»■  f
found them and Che feme have done, to
prove it, for we th ™  are rte fa a *  and Un
ibtuU ndi o f  W  of waittng round
his Throp'- might have made as many myri­
ads he has particular Angels, is as certain, fince

solves no comra.iiSUon that he ftiou’d have done it 5 
nay, he has made an innumerable multitude of Crea­
tures on our Earth, in fuch vaft numbers, that if we 
confider the new Microfcopical Dilcoveries, we believe 
’twere eafie to demouftrate, that they’d exceed all the 
Authors millions o f millions of A ngels, lom eof’em be­
ing reprefented an hundred thouland times lei's thauhis 
Grains of Sand: And if  God has adlually done this, 
what reafon can be alledg’d, why he might not have 
rriade as many Spiritual as well as Corponal Creatures, 
tlie Excellency ot their Beings involving no more dif­
ficulty in their Creation, fince ’tis fuppos’d the Work 
of what is This he might have done, but that
he has adiualiy done fo we have no reafon to lelieve j  
and for chat which he alledges, tho’ it carries fomething 
o f a lofty Air in it, ’tis yet ablblutely inconcluding, 
for lie argues from Space and Body to Ubi, and Jf/r/r, which 
can have no common Affetftions, one being not only di- 
rerfe, butevenconirary to the other.
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Qaeft. i .  fU v in g  lojl a, n u t  ReUtion, and in  him i l l  
t h ^ i s  d a r. and valuable in the Worlds fince m h in g  now 
can reader me eajie, or nu\{f m  ejieem my L ife  but Oi a 
Burden j is  it  not only law ful to wijh for Death, but daily 
to pray for i t ,  fince I  fin d  that Holy Job did fo, Chap. Sth. 
and 8th. and often expojiulates with God  —  why Light was 
given to him that was in mifery, and Life to the bitter in
Souli* , . t

Anfrv. This Quetllon we receiv d in a fair Handy and 
as it Icems a iVom ans, and we wou’d believe for the Re- 
puution  o i 't h s  S e x , from one that had/o/r a —
She is guilty indeed of a Faulty but we can fcarce for­
bear calling it a commendable one.: However, ’tis fo raroy 
that whatever the Indians and other Heathens may do, 
we dare conclude that our ITom en of this fide the World 
are better Chriftians than to -follow her Example. We 
have read of the P o r tU s  and other great Women a- 
mongthe Romans, whom no Conlideracion whatfoever 
cou’dperfwade to f u r v h e  their Husbands any longer 
than ‘till they had an Opportunity of following ‘em — 
and of others who rather than Violate their Beds whilft 
living, imitated Lucretia, and ftabb‘d themfelves, to 
preferve their Honour, tho‘ perhaps they had done bet­
ter had they beftow^d the Dagger m  thofe J>rtfM« that 
attempted i t : And in either Cafe we tliink there was 
more of the Roman than the Chriftian, our Religion 
teaching us nobler things and better Morality, and malcing 
it our Duty and Honour to maintain the Port wherein 
God has fet us, how dangerous Ibever, ‘ till he either 
fends Death or fomeching lefs kind to relisve us. As 
for the Cale o f the Lady, the Event makes it mare chan 
probable that Ihe was guilty o f that very unufual 
Fault, too great Love to her Husband, otherwil'e why 
fhou‘d Ihe center all her Happineft in him, whereas it 
ought to have been placed far above him ; And 
Ihs’d do very well to thinli a little, whether that 
might not be the very reafon why fhe was depriv'd o f 
him —  and whether, fuppo.fing him pow happy, flie can 
e’re expefl to fee hiin more, and fhare in his Felicity, 
^  fije continues impenitent in that very S in  for which 

1 all probability Ihe lo ji him, IdoU vng  his Memory now 
®’̂ >efore flie did his Perfon ?  and mat at fo high a rate 

*■ defpile all the other Comforts o f L ife, which are 
conti..gJ jQ where he took one, might
have qP jjjp r»&. . i f  Ko
i . f in , as Chriftians chat doubt it, what can it be 
much othei^pg paffionately to defire Death before it 
pleafes our to order it for us ? As for the
words of ^oby u- a plain Cafe they ought not to be 
drawn into Exampk por to fay nothing of E lih u 's  ex­
cellent Difeourfes, do>s not God himfelf reprove him, 
and ask —> tf^bo is th is  \ijat darheneth Counfel by words 
w ithout k^Oxledge? Nay, does n ot ^ob at length cry out, 
1 am v ile , wbn Jball [  anfver thee P and agen, I  abhorr 
” ty (elfy ^” d rept,t in dujl and a jhes! She ought then to be 
fo lar froni the p-efenc extream, as after all decent ex- 
preliions of Sorrov foj g L^fs, to endeavour
to divert her M ind  by melancholly OWedis,
rather than let it be quite i. immoderate
Affliaion. I

Queft. 3. iVhy the Moon did #  an
hour after Sun-fet, on the ryth. of OaoC. , ^
lervei'w hen  f ix  fkould net have rifen until 
N ig h t ?

A nfw . What the Querift means by the Moon !a.., j  
not rife ’till paft Seven, We know nor; for the Moou 
fhould then as at other times perform ( in her own Or­
bit ) her Monthly Revolutions; in which the Aflrono- 
mers o f our Age can almoft to a Punaum trace her; 
And according to what is known of her Motion, her 
true Rifing that Night was at zo Minutes paft y, as it is 
Noted by Mr. Parser in his Almanack, who hath the re­
fute of a moft ExaH  Calculator; and the Sun fet that Even­
ing 8 Minutes before y, by which it appears the Mcohs 
true Riling that Night was at 28 Minutes after Sun-fet: 
Then let the Querift allow for the Refraaion, and his 
Obfervation and chat Author’s Numbers will agree to­
gether. What the Nature o f Refraaion is, we refer 
you to an Ingenious Difeourfe concerning the Equa­
tion o f Time, or Direaions how to manage Clocks or

Watches - Publifbed by Mr. Parker in his A lm a i-g c i  
next Year, 1^93. who hath Lkewile Cblieed tl-A 

Curious with an Exaa Tide-Table for Hieh-Watrr J  
LonJon-Bridge; and alio a Table of the Suns true Dcdi 
nation, of great Ufe to all Mariners and Dialifts rh. 
Planets places Caculated de Novo, with feveral' otU  
plealant Novelties, whereby it exceeds all that ever was 
done before in that kind. “

tt^The Gentleman that has fenc in an Explanation 
of the Letter printed in Cyphers in Tl:e PolUEiy n m  
o fh t s  M a ily T p .s io . is defired to fend in thole 
Queftions he defires ftioald be AnlwerM.

aDberttftmentsf.

There is Now PubJilhed
0̂ Fourth Edition of̂  the New  Mar-

_ __ tyn logy or Bloody &c. Con-
taming levcral Speeches, Letters, Elegies and 
New  D ifeoveries, ( fent out of the fF isT ) 
neVe Printed before : Printed for John m l  

ton at the Raven in the Poultrey.

A Sermon Preached on the Thankrgiving.Dav the 
ayth. day o f OFlcbtr, at Crofbr.Sa,ure! IW

Samuel Slater, Minifter o f the Gofpel. Lonhn, Print, 
ed for Johri Lawrence at the Angel in the Piuhrei 
over agamft the Compter.

Mr . S w iteria  ( recommended by our Gracious King) 
defires as an Elfay o f« hat he is Capable, and de- 

iign^ to impart to the Publick thcle Talencs, v hich by 
he Grace of God and his own Induftry has acquired, that 
;•/?? l-v^ch Children f i t  they can read and wnteLs. 

g l i p  ;  to Ipeak Latin  anc French fluentJv and rhor rr- 
ir  aM  properly, according to G r S k? , L "  a
Explain any Author, as C m t l h s  N rpts fnd V  ”
» two Years time and a G e r,tle n .a„ X g e"^
I f  that any Gentleman would rate ttro Children or 
half a dozen of equal Age, whole Capacity a e no’,lif 
proportionable, and let any GentlemaS take his Cho1« 
and leave to the above-named ,he "  her a “
he IS Content to lofe his Reward, and ao e. it he 
not in one or three Months time a greater and moi”  
vifible Improvement ofthelarrn Tongue th b  a™ r?r” 
tleman whatfoever. And if  any ^
* a l o r  Hidcrical Cards, .hey"'marha v f  I L " ' “  If i 

-Houle in  Arundel-ftretty next door to th e  H 'kiie i , o « h  
th e  Strand, where fix Children may be Boarded or iii

Sugar-loaf' w hen
he Teacheth Tburfdays and Saturdays, v fu a n t  m n es  (i- 
treHatoreSy fiem unt o m e s  im -idi, f>tviam cmnes calumnis- 
tores, rin g m u r ^uanium libet m v e s  m aUvcli, m orumpan- 
tur licet tilts omnibus ilia , ne fiocci quident facit itlos "Ll-

m r i t J f u c l  * « * W ' - * ,  /ed J f u f l n r  ,u i im

the third Door, hVe^Dr.
lldan 1" and Sworn Pliy-
who with a Second, until bis death ■,
to  Cure anyUIcS P**' ( »i«lnng no Bufinc/s ) unc!ertalte» 
parts; Scabs, Itch, .Sofes Sweiimgs m the Nofe, Face, orothet 
nothing until the Curt^*»V'^fo««s^and VcncrialDiIeale,expeflii« 
hundredsin this City, the lafi he hath cured many
*oll fVnm fhp Jnw^r Parrs SttCf Wllxmtx. tvkiVJ. eM

JIIA J9 5 J*
ter Purger than which was never sivrfo?> ^ t h  Direflioas'; a bet- 
all Impurities, whicii are the caulcs ot‘T  they cleanlc the Body of 
Stone or Gravel, Pains in the Head, and Gouts. Scurvi«*
Drink at I j. d</. a Quart. He cures all Fevc ’tts. Wich another 
without Bleeding, except in few B c^ s . He hot Diffemptt* 
all that writes or comes for nofliing. ®' his Opinion W

L O N D O N ,  Printed for gio^n JOUnton at the Raven in the Pouftrey, \ 6\
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