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Lately Publifi'd, 

TH E Mifccllaneous Works , in Verfe and Profe, of 
the late Right Honourable JOSEPH JDDI-

S O N , Efqj in Three Volumes. ConfiíHng of fuch as 
werc never bcfore printed in 12mo. Wi th fome Account 
of the Lifé and Writings of thc Author, by M r . TickeU. 

N. S. Thcfe Three Volumci, with the Taí/ers, Sptc-
iatorsy GuarManSi FreeMder, and Remarks on feveral 
Parts of Italy, complete M r . Addiferi% _Woxks ü 
Twelvee. 
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T o the Right Honourablc 

John Lord Sommers^ 
•¿ 

B a r ó n o f E w f i a m . 

MT L O R D , 

i! Should noc adb the Part 
1 of an imparcial Spedacor, 
ii if I Dedicated the fol-

lowing Papers to one 
who is not of the moft confummace 
and mof t ackuowledged Merir. 

o 
A 1 N o n c 
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"íhe Dedicatíon. . V 

Nonc but a Perfon of a finiílicd 
Cliarader, can be che proper Pa-
trón of a Work, which cndea-
voiirs to Culdvate and Polifli H u -
mane Life, by promoting Virtue 
and Knowlcdge, and by rccom-
mending whatroevcr may be c¡-
ther Ufcful or Ornamental to So-
ciety. 

I know thac the Homage I now 
pay You, is offering a kind of 
Violence to one who is as íblici-
tous to fliun Applaufc, as he is 
aíTiduous to dcíetve ic. But, my 
Lord, this is perhaps the only 
Particalar, in which your Prudencc 
will be always diíappoinced. 

While Juftice, Candor, Ecjuani-
mlty, a Zeal for the Good of 
your Country, and the mofi: per-, 
fuaíive Eloquence in bringing ovcr 
othcrs to it, are valuable Diftinc-

tions. 

[ 
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The Dedication. 

/ 
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tions, You are noc to expe£t thac 
ihe Publick will íb far comply witli 
your Inclinations, as co forbear ce-
lebrating fuch extraordinary Qua-
licies'. Ic is iii vaiii thac you have 
cndeavoured co conceal your Share 
of Meric, in the maay National 
Services which you have effeóled. 
Do whac you will,-the prefenc Age 
will be talking of your Vírtues, 
tho' Poñerity alone will do tlaem 
Juílíce. 

Other Men país through O p p o -
fítions and concending Intereíl iii 
the.Ways of Ambición-, buc Your 
Great Abilities have been invitcd 
to Power, and importuned to ac-
cepc of Advanccmeiir. Ñor is it 
ftrange thac this íhould happen to 
your Lordíliip, who could bring 
into the Service of your Soverciga 
the Ares and Policies of Ancienc 

A X Greece 
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T^hé Dedícation. 

Greece and Rome-^ as wcll as the 
_ molí exaít Knowlcdgc of our 
own Conílicution in particular, 
and of the Interefts of Eurofe in 
general; to which I niufl:" alio 
add, a certain Dignity in Your 
fclf, rhat (to fay the leaíl of ¡c) 
has been always equal to thoíe 
great Honours which have beea 
conferred upon You, 

It is very well known how 
nuich the Church owed to You 
in the 'mofl • dangerous Day ic 
ever íaw, that of the Arraignment 
of irs Prelaces; and how lar the 
Civil Power, in the Late and Pre-
ícnt Reign, has been indebted to 
your Couníels and Wiídom. 

But to enumerate the great Ad-
vantages which the Publick has 
reccived froni your Adminiftrati-
on, would be a more proper W o r k 

for 
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7be Dedication. 

for an Hiftory than for an Addrefs 
of this Nature. 

Your Lordíliip appears as grcac 
in your Prívate Life, as in the 
moíl Importarle Offices which You 
have born. I would thercfore 
rather chooíe to ípeak of the Plea-
fure You afford all wlio are ad-
mitted into your Converíation, 
of Your Eleganc T a ñ e in all the 
PoUte Parts of Leariiing, of Your 
greac Humanity and Complacency 
of Manners, and of the furprifing 
Influence which is peculiar to 
You in making every one who 
Converfcs with Your Lordíliip 
prefer You to himfelf, withouc 
thinking the • lefs meanly of his 
own Talents. But' if I íhould 
take notice of all that mighc 
be obícrved in your Lordíhip, I 
Ihould have nothing new to íay 

A 4 upon 
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Ihe Dedicatmi. 

«pon any other Charaílcr of Di-
ftiníítion. I am. 

My LORD, 

Tour Lordjhifs 

moji Oledient^ 

moJl Devotedy 

Hunihle Sewanty 

Ihe S P E C T A T O R . 
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T H E 

C T A T O R , 

V O L. I. 

N ® i r Thurfdayy March i. 1 7 1 0 - 1 1 . 

I 

Non fumum ex fulgor e, fedtx fumo daré lucem 
Cogitat, ut fpedofa dehinc miracula promat. Hor 

Have obfcrved, that a Reader ícldom peru-
fes a Book with Pleafure, 'till he knows 
whether the Writer of it be a b lackor 3 
fair Man, of a mild or cho'erick Dirpofiti-
on, Married or a Batchelor, with othcr 
Particalars of the like Nature, that conduce 

very much to the right underltanding of an Author.. T o 
gratify this Curiofity, which b fo natural to a Reader, 1 
ucfign this Paper and my next as Prefetory Difcourfes lo 
my fbllowing Writíngs, and íhall give fome Account in 
thcm of the feveial Pcrfonstlxatare engagcd in thís Work . 
As the chief Troublc of Compiling, í)igeiling, and Cc>r-
rccting, will fen to my Share, I muft do my lelf the Ju-
ílice to open the Work wlch my own Hif tory. 

I was born to a ímall Hcrcditary Eftate, which, accor-
ding ro the T r a d i d o a o f the Village where it lies, was 
boundtd by the lame Hed^es and Ditches in WiUium 
ihe Conqueroi's Time that it i jüt prcTent, and has btea 

A 5 de-
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1 0 TÍT Í̂ S P E C T A T O R; N ' Í". 

clclivercd down from Father to Son whole and entire 
without the Lofs or Acquifition of a fmgle Fieid orMea-
dow, during the Space of fix hundred Years. There 
runs íi Story ¡n the Fnmily, that when my Mother was 
gene with Child of me about three Months, íhe ^rcamt 
that {he was brought to Bed of a Judge: Whether this 
might proceed from a Law-Suit which was thendepend-
ing in the Family, or my Father's being a Juftice of the 
Peace, I cannot determine; for I am not fo vain as to 
think it prefaged any Dignity that I íhould arrive at in 
my future Life, though that was the Interpretatíon which 
the Ndghbourhocd put upen it. T h e Gravity of my 
Behaviour at my very firíl Appearancein the World, and 
all the time that I fucked, feemed to fevour my Motherts 
D r c a m : For , as llie has often told me, I threw away 
my Rattle before I was two Months oíd, and would not 
niake ufe of my Coral till they had taken away the Bells 
f rom it. 

A S for the reft of my Infancy, there being nothing in 
It rcmarkable, I íhall p.-'ls it over in Silence. I find, thar, 
during myNonage , I had the Reputationofa very fulien 
Youth , but was 5ways a Favourite of my Schoolmaíier, 
whoukátof&y, that mj Partsnvere/o/id, arid'v.'ou/d'wear 
^veU. I had not been long at the Univerfity, before I di-
ftinguiíhed my fe l fby a moíl profound Silence j for dur-
ing the Space of eight Years, cxcepting in the publick 
Exercifes of the College, I fcarce uttered the Qjnnt i ty of 
an hundred W o r d s , ; and indeed do not remember that 
I ever fpoke three Sentences together in my whole Life. 
IVhilft I was in this leamed Bcdy, I applied my felf wi th 
fo much Diligence to my Studies, that thére are very few 
celebrated Book?», eíther in the leamed or the modera 
Tongues, w h i c h i am notacquainted with. 

U P O N the Death of my Father, I wasrefolvcd to 
t ravel intoforeignCountr iej , andtherefbre left the Uni-
verfity, with the Charaéler of an odd unaccountable Fel-
low, that had a great deal of Learaing, if I would but 
ihew it . An iníatiable Thirf t after Knmvledge carríed 
me into all the Countries of Europe, in which there was 
any thing new or ftrange to be feen ; nay, to fuch a De-
gree was my Curiofi ty raifed, that having read the Con-
troverfies of fome greai Men concerning the Antiquities 

of 
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N « i : HOE S P E C T A T O R , I I 

of I made a Voy age to Grand Caire, on p u r -

r>fe to take the Meafure of a Pyramid : And as foon as 

had fet my felf right in that Particular, returned to my 
native Country with grcat Satisfeétion. 

I have paíTed my latter Years in thís City, where I 
am frequently feen ¡n moñ pubück Place?, tho' there are 
not above.haJf a dozen of my fcleíl Friends that know 
m e ; of whom my next Paper íhall give a more particu-
lar Account. There is no P aceof general Refort, where-
in I do not often make my Appearance; fomctimes I am 
feen thrufting my Head into a Round of Politicians at 
Wiir%, and iiftning with great Attention to íhe Narra-
tives that are macfe in thofe littie circular Audiences. 
Sometimea I fmoke a Pipe at Chil<í%, and whilft I feem 
attentíve to nothing but the Pojlman, over-hear the Con-
verfation of every Table in the Room. I appear on Sun-
day Nights at St. Jamei'i Coffee-houfe, and fometimes 
join the litlle Committee of Politicks in the Inner-Room, 
as one who comes there to hear and improve. M y Face 
is likewife very well known at the Grecia», the Cocoa' 
Tree, and in the Theatrea both of Drury-Lane and the 
Has-Market. I have been taken for a Merchant upon the 
E x ( k a ^ e for above thefe ten Ycars, and fometimes pais 
for a jeit) in the Aflembly of Stock-JoUjers at Jona-
ihan'i: In íhort, where-ever I fee a Clufter of People, I 
always mix with them, though I nevcr open m y Lips 
but in my own Club. 

T H U S I Uve in the World rather as a Speflator of 
Mankind, than as one of the Species, by which Means I 
have made my felf a Speculative Statefman, Soldier, Mer -
chant, and Artifan,withoutevermedIÍng with any p r a ñ i -
ci l Part in Life. I am very well verfed in the Thcory of 
a Husband or a Father, and can difcem theErrors in the 
üeconomy, Bufinefs, and Diverfion of others, better than 
thofe whoare engaged in t hem; as Standers-by difcover 
Blots, which are apt to efcape thofe who are in the Game. 
1 never efpoufed any Party with Violence, and am re-
folved to obfcrve an exaét Ñeutrality between the Whigs 
and Tories, unlefs I Ihall be forccd to declare my felf by 
the Hoftilities of eirher Side. In íhort, I have afted in all 
the Parts of my Life as a Looker-on, which is the Cha-
rañcr I intcnd to prefcrve in ibis Paper, 
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I liave given the Reader jull fo much of my Hiftory 
and Charafter , as to let hím íec I am not altogether un-
qualified for the Bufinefs I have undertaken. As for o-
ther Particulars in my Life and Adventures, I íliall in-
fert them in following Papers, as I íhall fee Occafion. I n 
the mean time, when I confider how much I have feen, 
rcad, and heard, í begin to blame my own Taci turni ty ; 
and fmce I have neither Time ñor Indinat ion to comr 
municate the Fulnefs of my Heart in Speech, I am re-
folved to do it in Wri t ing, and to print my fclf out, if 
ixjinble, before I die. 1 have been often told by my 
Friends, that it is pity fo many ufeful Difcoveries which 
3 have made íhould be in the FoflelTion of a filent M a n . 
For this Reafon therefore, I fliall publiíh a Sheet-full of 
Thoughts every Morning, for the Kenefit of my Con-
temporaries; and if 1 can any way contribute to the 
Divcrfion or Improvement of the Country in whích l 
live, I íhall leaveit, when I am fummoned out of i t , 
with the fecret SatisfadUon of thinking that I have not 
lived i n v a i n . 

T H E R E are three very material Points which I have 
jiotfpoken to in this Paper ; and which, for feveral im-
portant Reafons, I muil kcep to my felf, at leaft for fome 
'l 'ime : I mean, an Account of my Ñame, my Age, and 
jny Lodgings. I luuft confefs, I would gratify my Rear 
der in any Thing that is reafonable; but as for thefe three 
Particulars, though I am fenfible they might tend very 
much to the EmMililhment of my Paper, 1 cannot yet 
come to a Refolution of communicating them to the Pub-
lick. They would indeed draw me out of that Obfcurity 
which I have enjoyed for many Years, and expofe me in 
publick Places to feveral Salutes and CivUities, which 
have been always very difagreeable to me j for the great-
<ft Pain 1 can fufFcr, is the being talked to, and MÍng 
Aared at . I t is for this Reafon liicewife, tha t 1 keep my 
Complexión and Drefs as very great Secrets'; tho' it is 
jiot impoffible, but I raay make Difcoveries of both in 
*he Progrefs of the Work I have undertaken. 

A F r E R having been thus particular upon my felf, 
J fliall in To-morrow's Paper give an Account of thofe 
Gentlemen who are concerned with me in this W o r k ; 
ibr , as I have before intimaccd, a Plan of í( is lald and 

coa* 
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^HE S P E C T A T O R . 

concerted (as all other Mat te i s of Importance are) in 2 
Club. However , as my Friends have engaged me to 
lland in the Front , thofe w h o kave a mind to correfpond 
with me, may direét their Letters to the S P E C T A T O R , 

at M r . Buckley's in LittU-Britain. For I muft íurtherac-
quaint the Reader, that tho ' cur Club meets on!y on fue/-
dtivs and Thurjdays, we have appointed a Cnmmitcee 
to fit every Nigh t , fbr the Infpe tHonof all fuch Papers 
as roay contribute to the Advancement of the Pubück 
Weal . C 

N^ 2. Friday, March 2. 

ají ala /ex 
Et pluret uno conclamant ore-J u v , 

T H E firftof our Socíety isa G e n t l e m a n o f í / W < ^ Í R -
Jhirt, of ancient Dcfcent , a Baronet, his Ñ a m e 
Sir R O C E R D E C O V E R L E Y . H i s G r c a t G r a n d -

6 ihe r was Inventor of thatfamous Country-Dance which 
is called after h im. All w h o know that Shire are very 
well acquaimed with the Parts and Merits o fS i r R O C J E R . 

H e is a Gentleman that is vcry fingular in his Behaviour, 
but his Singularities proceed from his good Senfe, and are 
Contradiftions to the Manners of the World, only as he 
thinks the Wor ld is in the wrong. However , this H u -
mour creates h ím no Enemies, tor he does nothing wi th 
Soumefs or Obftinacy ; and his being unconfined to 
Modes and Forms, inakes him but the readier and more 
capable to pleafe and oblige all who know hím. W h e n 
Tie is in T o w n , he lives in Sabo-Square. I t is íáid, he 
keeps himfelf a Batchelor by reafon he was croíTed in 
Leve, by a perverfe bcautiful Widow of the next Coun-
t y t o h i m . Befbre this Difappointment, S í r R o c E R w a s 
what you cali a fine Gent leman, had often fupped wi th 
my Lord /?pf¿>íy?írandSir George £ /¿vr¿ ' j '? , foughtaDuel 
upen his firlt coming to T o w n , and kick''d BuUy Da'vjfon 
i n a publick CoíFce-houfe forcaUíng hím Youngíler. But 

being 
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