
r h e s P E C T A T - O R. 

his very much enliv«is the Converfation among us of a 
more fedate Turn 5 aisd 1 find ibere is iiot w e of tlie 
Company, but my fclf, who rarely fpeak at all, but 
fpeaks of him as of that Sort of Man who h ufually called 
a well-brcd fine Gentieman. T e conclude his Cbara£ler, 
where Women are not concerned, he b an honeft wor-
thy Man. 

I cannot tell whether I am to account him whom I am 
nexi to ípeak of, as one of our Company 5 for he vifits 
US but feldom, but when he does it ad3s to every Man 
elfe a new Enjoyraent of himfelf. H e is a Clergyman, 
a very Philofophick Maji, of general Learning, great San-
f l i t y c f l i f e , andthemoí lexat t eood Breeding. He has the 
Misfbrtune to be of a very weak Conllitution, and confe-
gnently cannot accept of fuch Cares and Bufinefs as Pre-
érmcnts in his Funftion would oblige him to: H e is there-
foreamong Divines what a Chamber-Counfellor is among 
Lawyers. T h e Probity o f h i s M i n d , and the Integrity of 
his Life, cre:\te him foUowers, as being eloquent or loud 
advances others. H e feldom introduces thó Subje£l he 
fpeaks upon { but we are fo fer gone in Years, that he 
oüfciTcs whcn he is among us, an Earneftnefs to have 
him fell on fome divine Topick, which he alv«rdys treats 
With much Authority, as one who has no Int««lls in tliís 
Wor ld , as one who is hañening to the Objeft of all liis 
Wiíhes, and conceives Hope from his Decays and Iníir-
niities. Thefe are my ordinary Companions. R 

I T ; 

K® 3. Saturday, March 3. . 

Et quoi aui/que feri fiudto áeuinSlus adharet, 
Aut quious in rebus multum fumus ante morafi, 
jttque in quá ratione fuit contenta magii mtns, 
In fomnis eademplcrumque 'videmur ohire. Lucr. L. 4.' 

IN one of my late Rimblcs, or rathcr Speculations, I 
looked into the great Hall where the Bank is kept, 
and was not a little pleafed to fee the Direftora, Se-

eretaries, and Clerks, wich all the other Mcmbers of that 
wealthy 
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w?a]thy Corporation, ranged ín their fweral Stations, ac-
cording to the Parts they a f t ín that juft and regular Oe-
conomy. This rcvived in my Memory thc many Dif -
courfcs which I had both read and hcard conccmíng thc 
Decay of pubHck Credit with thé Methods of reftoring 
it, and which in my Opinión have always been deféftive, 
becaufc they have always been made wíih an Eye to fepa-
rate Interelís, and Party Principies. 

T H E Thoughts of the Day gave my Mind Employ-
xnent for the whole Night , fo that I féll infenfibly into a 
kind of Methodical Dream, which difpofed all my Con-
tcmplations into a Vifion or AUegory, or what elíe the 
Reader ftiall pleafe to cali i t . 

M E T H O U G H T S I retumed to the Great Ha!I, 
where I had been the Morning before, buf, to my Snr-
prife, inftead of the Company that I left there, I faw 
towards the upper end of the Hal!, a beautiful ^ ' i rgin, 
fcated on a Throne of Gold. Her Ñame (as they toid 
me) was Publick Credit. T h e Walls, inRead of being 
adoj-ned with Pifiares and Maps, were hung with many 
Afls of Parliament ^Tittcn in Golden Lettcrs. At thc 
upper end of the Hall was the Magna Charta, w i th 
the A f t of Uniformity on the right Hand,and the A£l of 
Toleration on the Left. At the lower end of the 
Hall was the A f t of Settlemcnt, which was placed fiill 
in the Eye of the Virgin that fat upen the Throne . 
Both the Sides of the Hall were covercd with fuch A á s 
of Parliament as had been made for the Eftabliíhment 
of Publick Funds, The Lady feemed to fet an unfpeak-
nble Valué upen thefe feveral Pieces of Fumiture, info-
much that (he often reféíhed her Eye with them, and 
often fmiled with a Secrct Pleafure, as íhe looked upon 
them; but, at the fame time, Ihewed a very particular 
Uneafmefs, if íhe Ciw any thing approaching that 
might hurt them. She appeared indeed infinitely timo-
rous in all her Behaviour: And, whether it was from 
the Delicacy of her Conftitution, or that flie was troa-
bled with Vapours, as 1 was afterwards toId by one w h o 
I fbund was none of her Well-wiíhers, íhe clianged Co-
lour, and ílartled at every thing íhe heard. She was like-
wife (as I afterwards foand) a greater Valetudinarian than 
any I had cvcr met with, even in her own Sex, and fcb-

j c í t 
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jeél to fuch momentary Confumptions, that in the twink-
ling of an Eye, íhe would fall away from the moft ñoi-id 
Complexión, and the mofl healthful State of Body, and 
wither into a Skeleton. Her Recoveries were often as 
fudden as her Decays, infomuch that íhe would revive ín 
a Moment out of a wafting Dillcmper, into a Habit of 
the higheft Health and Vigour. 

I had vei y foon an Opportunity of obferving thefe 
quick T u m s and Chaiiges Ín her Conftitution. There 
lat at her Feet a Couple of Secretaries, who received 
every Hour JLetters from all Parts of the World , which 
the one or the other of them was perpetually rcading 
to h e r ; and, according to the News flie heard, to 
which íhe was exceedingly attentive, íhe changed Co-
lour, and diícovered many Symptoms of Health or 
Sicknefs. 

B E H I N D theThrone was aprodigious Heap ofBags 
of Money, which were piled upon one another fo h ígh 
that they touched the Cieling. T h e Floor, on her r ight 
Hand, and on her left, was covered with vaíl Sums of 
Gold that rofeup in Pyramids oneitber fide of her : But 
thib I did not fo much wonder at, when I heard, upon 
Inquiry, that íhe had the fame Virtue in her Touch , 
which the Poets tell us a Ljáian King was formerly pof-
fefs'd of : and that Ihe could conven whatever íhe pleas'd 
into that precious Metal. 

A F T É R a little Dizzinefs, and confufed Hur ry of 
Thought , which a Man often meetswith in a Dream, me-
thougnts the Hall was alarmed, the Doors flew open, 
and tnere enter'd half a dozen- of the mofl hideous Phan-
toms that I had ever feen (even in a Dream) before that 
Time. T h ^ came in two by two, though matched in 
the moíl diíTociable Manner, and mingled together in a 
kind of Dance. I t would be tedious to deícribe their 
Habits and Perfons, for which Reafon I íhall onlyinform 
my Reader that the firft Couple were Tyranny and Anar-
chy, the fecond were Bigotry and Atheifm, the third the 
Genius of a Commonwealth, and a young Man of about 
twenty two Years of Age, whofe Ñame I cou!d not learn.. 
He had a Sword in his right Hand, which in the Dance 
he often brandiíhed at the A f t of Settlement j and a Ci t i -
zen, who ftood by me, whifper'd in my Ear, that he f aw 
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a Spunge in hís left M^nd. T h e Dance of fo m.my jar-
ring Naturesputmein inindof theSun, Moonand Earth, 
in the Rehearfaly that danced together for no other end 
büt to eclipfe one anothcr. 

T H E Keader will eafily fuppofe, by what has been 
before faid, that the Lady on the Throne would havc 
been almoft frighted to Dift iafl ion, had íhe feen but 
anyone of theíe Speñres; what then muft have been 
her Condkion when Ihc faw them all in a Body ? She 
fainted and died away at the Sight. 

neaue jam color ejl mifio candare ruhori; 
Nec yigor, Ííf Pairest Ííf moda vifa plaeebant j 
Nec Corput remanet Óv. Met. Lib. J . 

T H E R E wasas great a Change in the Hill of Money 
Bags and the Heaps of Money, the former ihrinking, 
and falling into fo many empty Bags, that I now found 
not above a tenth part of them had been filled with 
Money. T h e rell that took up the fame Space, and 
made the fame Figure as the Bags that were really filled 
with Money, had been blown up with Air, and called 
into my Memory the Bags fu!I of Wind, which Homer 
tells US his Hcro received as a Prefent from JEOIUS. T h e 
great Heaps of Gold on either fide the Throne, now ap-
peared to te only Heaps of Paper, or Httle Piles of 
notchcd Sticks, bound up together in Bundlcs, like 
¿«/¿-Faggots. 

W H I L S T I was lamenting this fudden Defolation 
that had been made before me, the whole Scene vanifhed: 
In the Room of the frightful Speílres, there now entred 
a fecond Dance of Apparitions very agreeably matched 
together, and made up of very amiable Phantoms. T h e 
íirlt Pair was Liberty with Monarchyat her right H a n d : 
The fecond was Moderation leading in Religión j and the 
third a Perfon whom I had never feen, with the Genius of 
Oreat-Britain. At the firft Entrancc the Lady reviv«J, 
the Bags fwelled to tlieir former BuJk, the Piles of{Fag-
gT'ts and Heáps of Paper changed into Pyramids of Gui-
neas: A n d f o r m v o w n part I was fo tranfported with 
Joy, that I awaked, though I maft confefs, I would 
ram have fallen aOeep agaia to have clofed my Vifion, 
i i I coald have done it. q 

Monday^ 
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