
2 2 T / ' í S P E C T A T O R . • 

4. Mojiday^ March 5. 

Egregii Mortalem altíque ftlenti ? H o r . 

AN Author, when he firít appears in the World, is 
very apt to believe it hasnothingto thinkof buthis 
Performances. With a good Share of this Vanity 

in my Heart , I made it my Bufinefs thefe three Days 
to Hilen after my own Fame; and as I have fometimes 
met with Circumftances which did not difpleafe me, I 
have been encounter'd by others which gave me as much 
Mortificatlon. I t is incredible to think how empty I have 
in this T ime obferved fome Part of the Species to be, 
what mere Blanks they are when they firft come abroad Íii 
the Morning, how utterly they are at a Stand til! they 
are fet a gomg by fome Paragraph in a News-Paper : 
Such Perfons are very acceptable to a young AutJiOr, for 
they defire no more in any thing but to be new tobe 
agreeable, I f l found Confolation among fuch, I was 
as much difquietcd by the Incapacíty of others. Theíe 
are Mortals who have a certain Curiofity without Power 
of Reflexión, and perufed my Papers like Speítators ra-
ther than Readers. But there is fo little Pleafure in In-
quiries that fo nearly concern our felves, (It being the 
worft way in the World to Faine, to be too anxious a-
bout it) that upon the whole I refolved for the future 
to go on in my ordinary W a y ; and wíthout too much 
Fear or Hope about the Bufinefs of Reputatíon, to be 
very careful of the Defign of my Adtiwis, but very 
ncgligent of the Confequences of thera. 

1 1 ' is an endlefs and frivolous Purfuit to a ñ by any 
otker Rule than the Care of fatisfying our own Minds in 
v-'hat we do. One woald think a filent Man, who con-
cerned himfelf with no one breathing, íhould be very 
little liablc to Mifmterprcíations; and yet I remcmber I 
was once taken up for a Jefuit, for no other Reafon but 
Diy profound Tacituraity. I t is from this Miaíbrtune, tliat 
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to be out of Harm's Way, I have ever fincc afFcéled 
Crowds. H e who comes into Aflemblies oniy to gratify 
his Curiofity, and not to make a Figure, enjoys tiie 
Pleaiures of Retirement in a more exquifite Dcgree, 
thán he poffibly could in his Clofet; the JLover, the Am-
bitious, and the Mífer, are followed thither by a worfe 
CrouJ than any they can withdraw from. T o be exempt 
from the Paffions with which others are tcrmented, ¡s 
the oniy pleafing SoUtude. I can veryjuf t ly fay with 
the ancient Sagc, lam ne-ver lefs alone than ivhtn alone. 
As I am infignificant to the Company in publiclc Places^ 
and as it is vifible I do not come thither as moft do, to 
íhcw my fc l f j I gratify the Vanity of all who pretend 
to make an Appearance, and have often as kind Looks 
from well-drefs'd Gentlemcn and Ladies, as a Poet 
would beñow upon one of his Audience. There are fo 
many Gratifications attend this publick fort of Obfcurity, 
that fome little Diñaftes I daily receive have loil thcir 
Anguiíh i and I did the other Day , wíthout the leaft 
Difpleafure, overhear one fay of me, That frange Ftl-
J<yw i and another anfwer, / ha've knoivn the Fellonu's 
Tace thefe t<wel've Tears, and fo mtjl you\ hut I belie've 

you are the firji ever asked ivho he ujas. There are, I 
muft confefs, many to whom my Perfon is as well 
known as that of their neareft Relations, who give 
themfelves no fñrther Trouble about calling me by m y 
Ñame or Quality, but fpeak of me very currentlv bv 
Mr. Whai d'ye cali him. ' 

T O makeup for thefe trivial Difadvantages, I have 
thehigh Satisáftion of beholding all Nature with an un-
prejudiced E y e ; and having nothing to do with Mcn» 
Paflions or Intercfts, I can with the greatcr S a ^ c l t y 
confider their Talents, Manners, Failings, and Merits. 

I T is remarkable, that thofe who want any one 
Senfe, poíTefs ú\c others with gieater Forcé and Vivaci-
ty. Thus my Want of, or rather RefignationofSpeech, 
gives me all the Advantages of a dumb Man. I have, 
methinks, a more than ordinary Penetration in Seeing j 
and flatter my felf that I have looked into the Highell 
and Loweñ of Mankind, and make Ihrewd Guefíes, 
without being admitted to thcir Converlation, at the 
«unoll Thoughts and Refiexi^ns o í ali whom I be-

hold. 
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HOLD I t Is from henee that good or iU Fortune HAS no 
NUNNER of Forcé tovvards AIEAING my Judgment I 
S i e n flouriíhing in Courts, a r l hngmíhing M Jai l s , 
WKHOST bcinc PREVICEA from their Orcumftances to 
Thetr Favou cr^ ¿ i fadvantage; but W thear mward 
M a n n e r of bearing their Conditton, often pity the Pro-
frcrous, and admire t h e U n h a p p y . . 
^ T H O S E who converfe w i t i the Dumb, know from 
T>,/TQRNOF their Eyes, and the Chances of the.r Coun-
T^NCC OLJEAS bcfoie them 

Í T a v e I^D^ED my Siícnce to fuch an Extrav.gance tha 
ÍHS ÍBVWHO are in t imate with me, anfwer my Sm:le 

v i t h concurrent Sentences and argüe to the VE^ Fomt 
I L k e d my Head at, without Ñ U ^ 
H o N E Y c o M B was very entertammg the o her N igh t 
ATAPHY! to a Gentleman who fat on his ngh t Hand , 
WHIIRÍ̂ WAS at his Left. T h e Gentleman beheved W I L L 
ZLS Á Ü T ^ to himCelf, when «pon my TÓMG with GR^T 
RPPROBATILATAYOUNGTHMG M A B O X ^ HE feid, 
« ? am quite of another Opmiom She HAS I ^ILÍ AL-
« l o ^ A very plcafmg AF^A, but methmks AAT Sim-
' X í t y in HER^CO«NCE is rathér chddiíh THON :N-
' nocent. When I obferved her a fecond t,me he fa d « 
« U S I T her Drefs is very becommg. BUT PERHAPS the 
« MEH? of that Cholee is o w i n g to her Mother J for 
' S I , continuedhe, I alldw a Beauty to ^ A 
« 2 to be commended for tlic Elegance of her 
« S íe f s L a Wi t for that of his UNPAGE; yet if fhe 
' H I ftilen the Colour of her Ribbands from another, 
. O^HS Advice about her Trimmings I LLULL not allow 
' Ter the Praife of Dreft , any more than I would cali 
' a P1 SIARY an Author. ' When I threw nw Eye o-
wardVt le next Woman to her, W I L T. fpoke what I 
ROOKCD, ^ TO his Romantick IMAGINATION. M the 

' " " . T Í ^ I F O T N , youwhodare , thatcharming Vi rg in ; 
< Beho D UIE Beauty of her Perfon cha f t i f ^ by the In-
' NCC«̂ CE OFHERTL:G^ Chaftity, Go<^-nature, and 
^ S U I T F i e the G ILCES THAT play ¡n her Countenance; 
' Í T Z I L L hHndfom, but me knows íhe « good 

C O D S S Beauty adoiucJ ^ Î'H confcious V m u e ! 
S p i r i t is ti ere in thofe Eyes! What a Bl<«m m 
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* that Perfon f How is the whole Woman expreffed ín 
* her Appearance: Her Air has the Beauty ot Motion, 
' and bcr Look the Forcé of Language. 

I T was Prudence to turn away my Eyes from thís 
Objef t , and thcrefore I turned them to the thoughtleís 
Creatures who make up the Lump of that Sex, anu movc 
a knowing Eye no more than the Portfaitures of infigiiifi-
cant People by ordinary Painters, which are but P iau re t 
of Piftures. 

T H U S the Working of my own Mind is the gene-
ral Entertainment of my Life ; I never enter into the 
Commerce of Difcourfe with any but my particular 
Friends, and not in Publlck even with them. Such an 
Habít has perhaps raifed in me uncommon Reflexíons; 
but thís EfFefl I cannot communicate but by my Writings. 
As my Pleafures are almoft wholly confined to thofe of 
the Sxght, I take it for a peculiar ííappinefs that I have 
always had an eafy and femiliar Admittance to the fair 
Sex. If I never praifed or ílattered, I never belyed or" 
contradiñed them. As thefe compofe half the World, 
and are by the juft Complaifance aud Gallantry of our 
Nation the more powerful Part of our People, 1 Ihall 
dedícate a confiderable Sliare of thefe my Speculations to 
their Service, and fhall lead the Young through all the 
becoming Duties of Virginity, Marriage, and Widow-
hood. When it is a Woman's Day, in my Works, I Íhalí 
cndeavour at a Stile and Air fuitable to their Underftand-
ing. When I fay this, I muft be underilood to mean, 
that I íhall not lower but exalt the Subjefb I treat upon. 
Difcourfe for their Entertainment, is not to be dcbafcd 
^ t refined. A Man may appear leamed, without talk-
ing Sentences, as in his ordinary Gcfture he difcovert 
he can Dance, though he does not cut Capers. In a 
word, I íhall take it for the greateft Glory of my 
Work, if among reafonable Women this Paper may 
fiirnifti Tea-TahU Talk. In order to it, I íhall treat on 
Matters which relate to Females, as they are concerned 
to approach or fly from the other Sex, or as they are tied 
to them by Blood, In te rd i , or AíFcftion. Upen this Oc-
cafion I think it but reafonable to declare, that whatever 
Skill I may have in Speculation, I íhall never bctray 
what the Eyes of Lovers fay to each othcr in my Prc-

^ OL. I . B fer.c« 
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fence. At the íame time I íhall not think my felf oWigcd, 
by this Promife, to conccal any felfe Proteftarions which 
I obferve made by Glances in publick Ali'emblies; but 
endcavour to make both Sexes apocar in their Conduft 
what they are in their Hcarts. Éy this means, Love, 
during the Time of my Speculations, ftiall be carried on 
with A e íame Sincerity as any other Affiiirs of lefs Confi-
d m t i í m . As this is the greateft Concern, Mcn íhall be 
from henceforth liable to the greateft Rcproach for Mif-
behaviouf in it. Falíhood in Love íhall hercafter be.ir 
a blacker Afpef t , thíin Iníidelity in Fricndíhip, o rVi l -
lany in Bufmefs. For this great and good End, all 
Breadles againíl that noble PaíTion, the Cement of 
Society, íhall be fc\'erely examined. But this, and all 
other Matters loofely hinted at now, and in mv fbrmer 
Papers, íhall have their propcr Place in my íollowing 
Bilcourfes: T h e preTent Writ ing is only to admoniih 
the Wcr ld , that they íhall not find me an idle but a 
bufy Speñator. • S-

N'' Tuefday, Marcb 6. 

¡speSatum adtnijji rifum teneatis ? — Hor . 

AN Opera may be aüowed to be extravagantly la-
viih in its Uccorarlon?, as its only Deíigu is to 
'^ratify the Scnfb , and keep up an indolent A t -

tention''in the A^dicnce. Common Senfe ¡lowever re-
e^uíres. that there íhould be nothine in the Scenes and 
Machines which mny appear Childiíh smd Abfurd. Ho\v 
«rnaid the Wits of Kino; C/vir/«'8 1 ime h-ve laug.jcd 
tf. have leen NüoHkí fxpofcti to a Tcmpeíl m Robes 
of Ermin, and failing in an open Bocit upon a S ^ ot 
Palle-board? What a Fic4d of R;>.illcry would they have 
btvn Jet into, had they been entertained with pamie i 
Dracons fpitting Wiid-fire, enchanted Chariots drawn 
by fíaríi'rs Mares, and real Cafcades m artificial U n d -

ikips ? 

g-TS i v j a j v o j jvívi -

A little Skill in Criticl&n would ioform us, J a t Sha-

Ct i?.. 
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