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fence. At the íame time I íhall not think my felf oWigcd, 
by this Promife, to conccal any felfe Proteftarions which 
I obferve made by Glances in publick Ali'emblies; but 
endcavour to make both Sexes apocar in their Conduft 
what they are in their Hcarts. Éy this means, Love, 
during the Time of my Speculations, ftiall be carried on 
with A e íame Sincerity as any other Affiiirs of lefs Confi-
d m t i í m . As this is the greateft Concern, Mcn íhall be 
from henceforth liable to the greateft Rcproach for Mif-
behaviouf in it. Falíhood in Love íhall hercafter be.ir 
a blacker Afpef t , thíin Iníidelity in Fricndíhip, o rVi l -
lany in Bufmefs. For this great and good End, all 
Breadles againíl that noble PaíTion, the Cement of 
Society, íhall be fc\'erely examined. But this, and all 
other Matters loofely hinted at now, and in mv fbrmer 
Papers, íhall have their propcr Place in my íollowing 
Bilcourfes: T h e preTent Writ ing is only to admoniih 
the Wcr ld , that they íhall not find me an idle but a 
bufy Speñator. • S-

N'' Tuefday, Marcb 6. 

¡speSatum adtnijji rifum teneatis ? — Hor . 

AN Opera may be aüowed to be extravagantly la-
viih in its Uccorarlon?, as its only Deíigu is to 
'^ratify the Scnfb , and keep up an indolent A t -

tention''in the A^dicnce. Common Senfe ¡lowever re-
e^uíres. that there íhould be nothine in the Scenes and 
Machines which mny appear Childiíh smd Abfurd. Ho\v 
«rnaid the Wits of Kino; C/vir/«'8 1 ime h-ve laug.jcd 
tf. have leen NüoHkí fxpofcti to a Tcmpeíl m Robes 
of Ermin, and failing in an open Bocit upon a S ^ ot 
Palle-board? What a Fic4d of R;>.illcry would they have 
btvn Jet into, had they been entertained with pamie i 
Dracons fpitting Wiid-fire, enchanted Chariots drawn 
by fíaríi'rs Mares, and real Cafcades m artificial U n d -

ikips ? 

g-TS i v j a j v o j jvívi -

A little Skill in Criticl&n would ioform us, J a t Sha-

Ct i?.. 
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Shadows and Realities ought not to be mixed t e ^ t h c r ín 
the famc Piecc j and that thc Sccnes w t i ch are deftgned 
as the Reprefentatkais oí" Natare , íhould be filled with. 
Refemblances, and not with thc Things thcmfelves. 
I f one would reprefent a wide Champian Country 
íilled with Herds and Flocks, it would be ridiculous to 
draw the Country only upon the Scenes, and to crowd 
feveral Parts of the Stage with Sheep and Oxen. l ' h i s 
b joining together Inconfiftences, and making thc D e -
coration partly real and partly imaginary. I would re-
commcnd what I have here iaid, to the Dircdors, as 
well as to the Admirers of our Modem Opera. 

AS I was walking in the Streets about a Fortnightago, 
I Ciw an ordxnary Fellow carrying a Cage fiill of little 
Birds his Shoulder; and, as I was wondering wi th 

. my felí what Ufe he would put them to, he was met v e r / 
luckily by an Acquaintance, who had the fame Curiofi-
ty. Upon his asking him what he had upon his Shoulder, 
he toid him, tliat he had been buying Sparrows for t he 
Opera. Sparrows for the Opera, fays his Friend, lick-
ing his Up?, what, are they ta be rolted í No, no, fays 
the othcr, they are to enter towards the End of the firíl 
Af l , a rd to fly about the Stage. 

T H I S ftrange Dialogue awakcned my Curiofity ib 
fer, that I immcdiatelybought the Opera, by which 
means I perceived that the Sparrows were to a£V the part 
of Singing-Birds in a delightful Grove ; though upon a 
nearer Inquiry I found the Sparrows put the fame Tríele 
upon the Audience, that Sir i W í » Mar-all praftifed up-
on his Miftrcfsj for though they flew in Sight, the Mu-
fick procecded from a Confort of Flageléis and Bird-calls 
which were planted bchind the Scenes. At the fame T ime 
I made this Difcovcry, I found by the Difcourfc of the 
Aftors, that tJiere were grcat Defigns on foot for the 
Improvement of the Opera j that it had been propofed to 
teeak down a part of die Wall, and to furprize the Au-
dience with a Party of an hundred Horfe, and that therc 

Summer-Scafon; when it is thought the Coolnefs that 
procceds from Fountains and Caícades wül be more ac-

B 2 cepcable 
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ceptable and refreftiing to People of Qualíty. In the 
mean time, to find out a more agreeable Entertainment 
for the Winter-Seafon, the Opera of Rinaldo is filled 
w'lth Thunder an<f Lightning, Illuminations and Fire-
u 'orks; which the Audience may lock upon without 
catchiiig Cold, and indeed without much Danger of be-
íng bumt 5 for there are feveral Engines filled with W a -
ter, and ready to play at a Minute's warning, ín cafe 
any fuch Accident íhould happen. However, as I have 
a very great Friendíhip for the Owner of this Theatre, I 
hope t l u t he has been wife enough to infurt his Houfe 
before he would let this Opera te a£ted in it. 

I T is no wonder, that thofe Scenes íhould be yery 
furprifinz, which were contrived by two Poets of diffe-
rent Nations, and raifed by two Mngicians of different 
Scxes. Armida (as we are told in the A r ^ m e n t ) was an 
jímazoman Enchantrefs, and poor Signior Caffani (as 
we leam from the Perfons reprefcnted) a Chriílian Con-
jurer {Mago Chrifiiano). I muíl confefs I am very much 
puzzled to find how an Amaxon íhould be verfed in the 
Black Art , or how a good Chriílian, for fuch is the Part 
c f tlie Magician, íhould dcal with the Devil. 

T O confider the Poets after the Conjurers, 1 íhall 
rjve you a Tafte of the Italian, from the firíl Lines of 
lis Prefece. Eccoti, benigno Lettore, un Parto dipoche 

Sere, che fe be» nato di hotte, non e pero aborto di Teñe-
trey ma fi fara conofcere Tiglio d'Apollo con qualche Rag-
¡io di Parnaffo. Behold, gentle Reader, the Birtb of a 
ftiu Evenings, lubicb, tbo' it be the Offspring of the Night, 
is not the Abortive of Darknefs^ but nuiU make it felf 
inown to be the San of Apollo, ivith a certain Ray of 
ParnalTas. H e afterwaras procecds to cali Mynheer 
Htndel the Orpheus of our Age, and to acquaint us, in 
the fame Sub imlty of Stile, that he compofed this 
Üp^ra in a Fortnight. Such are the Wits, to whofe 
Tañes we fo ambitiouíly confoi m our felves. T h e T r u t h 
of it is, the fineft Writers among the Modern Italians^ 
íxprefs themfelves in fuch a florid Form of Words, and 
fud i tcdious Circumlocutions, as are ufed by none but 
Vedants in our own Country j and at the fame time fill 
t'icir Writings with fuch poor Imr.ginations and Con-
twits, a» our Youthi are aihamcd oi' bcfoic ihey liave 

bctin 
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bcen two Years at the Unlverfity. Some may be apt 
to thínk that it is the DifFerence of Genius which pro-
duces this Difference in the Works of the two Nations j 
but to íhew there is nothing in this, if we look into th« 
Writines of the cid halians, fuch as Cicero and Virgil, 
we íhall find that the EngUJh Wríters in their way of* 
thiftking and expreffing themfelves, refemble thofe Au-
thors much more than the Modern Italiant pretend to 
dü. And as for the Poet himfelf, from whom the Dreami. 
of this Opera are taken, I muil intirely agrce with Mon-
fieur BoUeau, that one Verfe in Virgil is worth all tli« 
Clincant or Tinfel of Ta^o. 

B U T to reiurn to the Sparrows; there have been fo 
many Flights of them let loofe in this Opera, that it ÍK 
fearod the Houfe will never get rid of them J and that ÍA 
other Plays they mny make tncir Entrance in very wrong 
and improper Scene?, fo as to be feen fiying in a l a -
dy's Bed-Chamber, or pearching upon a King's Throne ; 
bcfides the Inconveniencies which the Heads of the Au-
dience may fometimes fuíFer from them. I am credibly 
informed, that there was oncc s Dcfign cf cafting into 
an Opera the Story of Whittington and his Cat, and 
that in order to it, there had been got together a grcat 
Quantity o f M i c e ; but Mr . Rich, the Proprietor of the 
Play-houfe, veiy prudently confidered that It would be 
impoíTible for the Cat to kill them all, and that coníé-
queüily the Princes of the Stage might be as much ¡n-
feftcd with Mice, as the Prínce of the Ifland was before 
Ihe Cat^s Arrival upon it j for which Reafon he would 
not permit it to be A¿led in his Houfe. And indeed X 
cannot blame h i m ; For, as he faid very well upon that 
Occafion, I do not hear that any of the Performers in 
our Opera pretend to equal the famous Pied Piper, 
who made all the Mice of a great Town in Germany 
follow his Mufick, and by that means cleared the Place 
of thofe little noxious Animáis. 

B E F O R E I difmifs this Paper, - I muíl inform my 
Reader, that I hear there is a Treaty on foot with Lon-
ion and Wife (who will be áppointed Gardeners of the 
Play-houfe) to fUmilh the Opera of Rinaldo and jírmida 
with an Orange-Grove 5 and thai the next time it is 
A¿leJ, the Smging-Birds will be Perfona^ed by Tom-

B 3 T i t s : 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



3 0 The S P E C T A T O R , N«6 . 

T i t s : T h e Undcrtakere being refolvcJ to fpare neí-
ther Pains ñor Money for thc Grntification o í the Au-
¿ienccJ C 

N^ 6. Wednefday, March 7. 

Cfcdehartt hoc grande Nefas, Mcríe piandum. 
Si Juvenh Vetulo non ajurrexerat • Juv. 

IKnow no Evil undcr thc Sun fo great as the Abufc of 
the UnJcrñanfling, and yet theic is no one Vice more 
common. I t has diffufed it felí through both Sexes 

and all Qwlíties of Mankind, and there is hardiy tliat 
Perfon to ^ found, who 13 not more concerned for 
the Reputation of Wit and Scnfe, than Honcfty and 
\ ' i r tue . But this unhappy Affectation of being Wifc ra-
thcr thaa Kcaeíl , Wit iy than Good-nar.ir'a, is ího 
Source of moft of the 111 Habits of Life. Such fejfe Im-
prefiions are owing to the abnndoned Writings of Men of 

_Wit, and the aukward Imitation of the rell <5'Mankind. 

F O R this Reafon Sir ROGBR was faying lart Nigh t , 
Tha t he was of opinion none but Men of ftne Parts de-
ferve to be hangea. T h e Refiexions of fuch Men are fo 
delicate upon all Occurrences whích they are concerned 
in, that they íhould be expofed to more than ordinary 
Infamy and Puniíhment for offending againft fuch quick 
Admonitions as their own Souls give them, and blunting 
the fine Edge of their Mínds in íuch a Manner, that they 
are no more íhocked at Vice and Folly, than Men of 
llowcr Capacities. 1 here is no greater Monfter in Being, 
than a very ill Man of great Parts: H e Uves like a Man 
in a Palfy, with one Side of him dead. While perhaps 
he enjoys the Satisfañion of Luxury, of Wealth, of Am-
biticMi, he has loft the Tafte of Good-will, of Friendihip, 
of Innocaice. Scarecr»w, the Bcggnr in Linctlrí-i-Ihh' 
fields, who difabled himfelf in hii> Kight Leg, and aiks 
Alms all Day to get himfelf a v/arm Supper aód a TruH 
at Night , is half fo defpicablc a W r t t c i as fach a 

Man 
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