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fence. Atthe fame time I fhall not think my felf obliged,
by this Promife, to conceal any falle Proteftations which
“obferve made l\ Glances in publick Aflemblies ; but
I, woar to make both Sexes appear in their Condutt
what they are in their Hearts. By this means, Love,
d.l" 1o the Time of my Specul itions, fhall be carried on
with the fame Sincerity as any other Affairs of lefs Confi-
deration. As this is the greateft Concern, Men fhall be
from henceforth liable to the greateft } proach for Mif-
behaviour in it. Falthood in Love fhall hereafter bea

L4

Afpeét, than Infidelity in l":ia,:xd‘. iip, or Vil-
Jufinefs. For this great and g od End, all
againft that noble Paffion, the Cement of
Seciety, fhall be feverely examined. But this, and all

other Matters loofely hinted at now, and in my former
Papers, fhall have their proper Place in my f lowing
Difcourfes: The prefent W ;E?E:‘.(j is only to admor 1‘“1
the World, that they fhall not find me an idle but a
bufy Speltator R
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hines ch air Chi vd Abfurd. How
5 ¢ ‘~‘y. .\ {Ll l; ""V A‘ & 1 "‘\\1
+e, have feen Nicolini expoied to 2 Temj in Robes
of Ermin, and ng n open Boat upon a Sea of
Pafte-board ? V Field of Raillery we ‘{k\l, have
] | | | ] & R ‘}‘
been let into, had they been en tertained w paintel
Dracons {pitting Wild fire, enchanted Chariots drawn
b 2anders Mares, and real Cafcades in artificial Land-

Jins ? A little Skill in Criticifm would inform us, that
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Shadows and Realities ought not to be mixed together in
the fame Piece ; and that the Scenes which are defigned
as the Reprefentations of Nature, fhould be filled with
Refemblances, and not with the Things themfelves.
If one would reprefent a wide Champian Country
filled with Herds and Flocks, it would be ridiculous to
draw the Country only upon the Scenes, and to crowd
feveral Parts of the Stage with Sheep and Oxen. * This
is joining together Incon fiftences, and making the De-
coration }‘;1::','.' real and partly imaginary. I would re-
commend what I have here faid, to the Direfors, as
well as to the Admirers of our Modern Opera.

AS I w as wi lking in the Streets about a Fortnight ago,
I faw an ordimary Fellow car rrying a Cage full of little
Lm.» upon his Shoulder; and, as I was w ondering with
my felf what Ufe he would put them to, he was met very
lucvl’\ by an ‘\cwum‘, nce, who had the' yme Curiofi~
ty. l' on his asking him what he had upon his Shoulder,
he tol d him, that he had been I ying Sparrows for the
Opera. Sparrows for t’)" Opera, fays I,i- Friend, lick-

ing his Lips, what, they to be rofted ? No, no, fays
the other, they are to enter | ‘ the End of the firft
Act, and to fly about the Stage.

THIS ftrange Dialogue awakened my Curiofity fo
far, that I immediately b ght the Opera, by which
means I perceived that the Sparrows were to at the part
r.:i' Sin f-lvw Birds in a delightful Grove; 111«.@-‘11 u;‘..m 2

arer Inc 1\-;, y I found the Sparrows put the fame Trick

n the Audience, that Sir M. tin Mar-all praétifed up-
3 nn I\l.ulk or ':..A' ’} they ] ; Olgiit, t}'.i' M‘J‘

‘ ] ) 3 . aall
lets and Bird-calls
which wer > planted behind the Scenes. At the fame Time

JICK pr¢ L.\ur\‘ ‘xfl Conjort of F!

1 made L‘}ns J,,xh wery, 1 found by the Difcourfe of the

Altors, that there were great De figns on foot for the
Improvement (~f the Opera; that it had been propofed to
break down a p: the Wall, and to {furprize the Au-
dience with a }' wrty m'_'.l ?r"'\'«':,: Horfe, and that there

\.‘. actually a Projeft of bringi g the New-Riwver into
e Houfe, to be employed in Jetteaus and Water-works.

J his Project, as I have fince heard, is pc‘.z poned ’till the
Sumrm-—\'u;x{x ; “.'I‘.wx it is thought the Coolnefs that
proceeds from Fountains and Cafcades will be more ac-
B2 ceptable
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ceptable and refrething to People of Quality. In the
mean time, to find out 2 more agreeable Entertainment
for the Winter-Seafon, the Opera of Rinaldo is filled
with Thunder and Lightning, Illuminations and Fire-
works; which the Audience may look upon without
catching Cold, and indeed without much Danger of be-
ing burnt ; for there are feveral Engines filled with Wa-
ter, and ready to play at a Minute’s warning, in cafe
any fuch Accident fhould happen. However, asI have
a very great Friendfhip for the Owner of this Theatre, I
hope that he has been wife enough to infure his Houfe
before he would let this Opera be ated in it.

IT is no wonder, that thofe Scenes fhould be very
furprifing, which were contrived by two Poets of diffe-
rent Nations, and raifed by two Magicians of different
Sexes. Armida (as we are told in the Argument) was an
Amazonian Enchantrefs, and poor Sigmor Caffani (as
we learn from the Perfons reprefented) a Chriftian Con-
jurer (Mago Chriftiaro). 1 mult confefs I am very much

uzzled to find how an Amazon fhould be verfed in the
iﬂnck Art, or how a good Chriftian, for fuch is the Part
of the Magician, fhould deal with the Devil.

T O confider the Poets after the Conjurers, 1 fhall
ive you a Tafte of the Italian, from the firft Lines of
is Preface.  Eccoti, benigno Lettore, un Parto di poche
Sere, che [e ben nato di Notte, noné perd aborto di Tene-

bre, ma fi fara comofcere Figlio & Apollo con qualche Rag-
gio di Parnaffo. Bebold, gentle Reader, the Birth of a
few Evenings, which, tho' it be the Off spring of the Night,
is not the Abortiwe of Darknefs, but will make it felf
known to be the Son of Apollo, with a certain Ray of
Parnaffus. He afterwards proceeds to call Mynheer
Hendel the Orpheus of our Age, and to acquaint us, in
the fame Sublimity of Stile, that he compofed this
Opera in a Fortnight. Such are the Wits, to whofe
Taftes we {o ambitioufly conform our f{elves. The Truth
of it is, the fineft Writers among the Modern Italians,
exprefs themfelves in fuch a florid Form of Words, and
{uch tedious Circumlocutions, as are ufed by none but
Pedants in our own Country ; and at the fame time fill
their Writings with fuch poor Imaginations and Con-
ceits, a# our Youths are aflhamed of before they have

been
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been two Years at the Univerfity. Some may be aps
to think that it is the Difference of Genius which pro-
duces this Difference in the Works of the two Nations ;
but to fhew there is nothing in this, if we look into the
Writings of the old Jtalians, fuch as Ciceroand Virgil,
we fhall find that the Engli/p Writers in their way of
thinking and exprefling themfelves, refemble thofe Au-
thors much more than the Modern Jtalians pretend to
do. And as for the Poet himfelf, from whom the Dreams
of this Opera are taken, I muit intirely agree with Mon-
fieur Boileau, that one Verfe in Virgil 1s worth all the
Clincant or Tinfel of Ta/fp.

BUT to return to the Sparrows; there have been fo
many Flights of them let loofe in this Opera, that it is
feared the Houfe will never get rid of them; and that in
other Plays they may make their Entrance in very wrong
and improper Scenes, foas to be feen flying in a La-
dy’s Bed-Chamber, or pearching upon a King’s Throne ;
befides the Inconveniencies which the Heads of the Au-
dience may fometimes fuffer from them. "I am credibly
informed, that there was once 2 Defign of cafting into
an Opera the Story of Whittington and his Cat, and
that in order to it, there had been got together a great
Quantity of Mice; but Mr. Rich, the Proprietor of the
Play-houfe, very prudently confidered that it would be
impoffible for the Cat to kill them all, and that confe-
quently the Princes of the Stage might be as much in-
felted with Mice, as the Prince of the Ifland was before
the Cat’s Arrival upon it; for which Reafon he would
not permit it to be Afted in his Houfe. And indeed I
cannot blame him: For, as he faid very well upon that
Occafion, I do not hear that any of the Performers in
our Opera pretend to equal the famous Pied Piper,
who made all the Mice of a great Town in Germany
follow his Mufick, and by that means cleared the Place
of thofe little noxious Animals.

BEF ORE I difmifs this Paper, I muft inform my
Reader, that I hear there is a Treaty on foot with Lon-
don and Wife (who will be dppointed Gardeners of the
Play-houfe) to furnifh the Opera of Rinaldo and Armida
with an Orange-Grove; and that the next time it is
Ated, the Singing-Birds will be Perfonated by Tom-
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Tits: The Lr’;lcv‘n(n being refolved to {pare nei-

ther Pains nor Money for the Gratification of the Au-
dience. C
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Know no Evil r oun {o great as the Abufe of
the Underitanding, and yet there 15 no one Vice more

common. It has diffufed it felf through both Sexes
and all Qualities of Mankind, and there is hardly that
Perfon to be found, who is not more CL-"_rtrmd for

the Reputation of Wit and Senfe, than }_' nefty and

Virtue. ' But this unhappy Affectation of being Wife ra- )
ther -than Hsn»... Witey than Good-natur'd, is the
Source of moft of the ill ii\blt\ of Life. Surh falfe Im-
pxeh.um are owing to the at mned Writings of \1\ n of

Wit, and the auk \wd Imitation of the reft of Manl nnl
FOR this Reafon Sir Rocer was {“}m" laft Nigh
"That he was of o }mxon none but Men of fine Parts u- -
ferve to be hanged. The Reflexions \." {fuch Men are {o
delicate upon all Occurrences which Llls-y are concerned

in, that they fhould be expofed to more than ordinary
Infamy and Punifhment for offending againft fuch qur k
Admonitions as their own Souls 3'“ the m, and blur nting
the fine Edge of their Minds in fuch a ’VI"mr‘r that they
are no more fhocked at Vice and Folly, than Men uf
flower Caj 'Lritic: There is no greater Monfter in Bein
than a very ill Man of great Parts: He lives like 2 I\A.f

in a Palfy, with one Side of him dead. While perhaps i

he "‘x’,’w" the S xti‘ faction of Luxury, of Wealth, of Am- :
bition, he has loft the Tafle of Good-will, of Friendthip,
of Inn¢ ocence l\“:x’rul'(’.'{‘, ?i;‘ B ogar f‘\ .7.": oin’s- Inn-
Fields, who difabled himfelf in his Right Leg, and asks
Alms all Day to get himfelf a warm Supper and a Trull |
at Night, 1s not half fo defpicable a Wretch as fuch a
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