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¢ I'T happened at Athens, during a publick Reprefen-
tation of fome Play exhibited in Honour of the Com-
monwealth, that an old Gentleman came too late for
a Place fuitable to his Age and thtv Many of the
)oung(;entlemcn who obier\ ed the le’icult) and Con-
fafion he was in, made Signs to him that they would
accommodate him if he came where they 11t The
good Man buftled through the Crowd accordi ngly ; but
when he came to the Lmts to which },c was uv'nted
the ]cti was to fit clofe, and expofe him, as he ftood
out of Countenance, to the whole Audience. The Fro-
lick went round all the Athenian Benches. But on
thofe Occafions there were alfo particular Places af-
figned for Foreigners: When the good Man skulked
towards the Boxes appointed for the Lacedemonians, rimr
honeft Peo pk more virtuous ‘nun polite, rofe up :
to a Man, and with the greatef kc'put received l 1m
among them. The 4.'/u ians L ing {uddenly touched
with a Senfe <‘f the Spartan Virtue and their own De:
generacy, gave a Thunder of :\;‘.";.mc; and the old
I\x in cr)u. out, 74e Athenians .u:‘.n-j.u');d awhat is
good, but the Lacedemonians praéZife it. R
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O IN G Yefterday to dine with an c old Acquain-
tance, I had the Misfortune to find his whole Fa~
mily very much mju‘“»" Upon asking him the
Occafion of it. he told me that his Wife "
firange Dream the Night before, w hich they were
por ’cmcd !unL Mi ul[ mme to themfelves or to thei
Children. At her coming into the Room | obferve
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a fettled l‘-ICi”n(th’ in her Countenance, which 1
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have been troubled for, had I not heard iron

whence it ;‘x‘VCc'.».CJ. We were no feoner fat down

B S .L‘.AL




34 The SPECTATOR, N® 7.

but, after having looked upon mea little while, My Dear,
(fays fhe, turming to her Husband ) % ;.r.j, now fee the
Stran wger that awas in the Candle 44,'. "\‘ bt. Soon after
this, as they b‘b in to talk of Family A .‘..'rs, a little Boy
at the lower end of the Table told hcr that he was to
go into Join-hand on %ur/day. Thurfday ? (fays fhe)
wo Child, if it pleafe God, you fpall not be ypon Childer-
lﬂnb-dily s tell your Writi ng —‘ afler that Fr 1day awillbe foon
enough. 1 was reflefling with my felf on the Oddnefs
of her Fancy, and wo ne lering that any Body would efta-
L A\ it as a Rule to lofe: l).n in every Week. In the
idft of thefe my I‘«.m::w\, “fhe defired me to reach hera
Lttl(‘ Salt upon the Point of my Knife, which I did in
fucha Trepidation and Hurry of Obedience, that I le
it (‘mn {\\ the Way ; at whi ch fhe immediatel y ftartle d
and faid 1t fell towards her. Upon this I looked very
blank ; and, obferving the Concern of the whole Ta-
, began to confider my felf, with fome Confufi on,
as a Perfon that had bro ught a )A...Lr upon the Fa-
mily. - The Lady however recovering her felf after 2
little Space, faid to her Husband, ‘.L"h a Sigh, My Dear,
Misfortunes never p,mfm . My Friend, 1 tnxu.«..ddcd
but an Under-Part at his Table, and being a Man of
more Good-nature than Unde xim'vhvw thinks himfelf
obliged to fall in with all the Paffions and N"mu irs of
his Yoke-Fellow : i\) not you remember, Child, ({ays fhe)
tha ff' e Pigeon-houfe /://t/ ewery Afternoon th {’fm(l care-
befs Wene /, "w/"/‘( Salt upon the Table? Yes, (fays he) 'y
Dear, and f/c next P/f brought us an z] count of th
Battle of ,x Imanza. The Reader may guefs at the Fi-
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gure I made, after h: ving done all thi Mifchief. I dif-
}.mh(d my Dinner as foon as I ¢could, w A.} my ufuzl
Taciturnity ; \\lc'\ to my utter Confufion, the Lady
F.u'g me quitting my Knife and Fork, and layi
them acrofs one another upon my Plate, defired me
that I would humour her fo far as to take them out of
that E"xqan'c, and }‘ ace them Q'L(‘L;\ Side, What the
Abfurdity wa \Vul(h [ had committed I did not know
but I fuppofe there was fome traditi 'mv uperftition
in it 3 :.“,_1 th \.w.ilrc, in Obedienee to the L.d, f the
Houfe, I difpofed of my Knife and J\n\ m two pa-
rallel Lines, which is the 1’.’; -\,1 fhall always lay
them
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them in for the future, tho' I do not know any Reafon
or it
I'T is not difficult for a Man to fee that a Perfon has
conceived an Averfion to him. For my own part, I
quickly found, by the Lady's Looks, that fhe regarded me
as a very odd kind of Fellow, with an unfortunate Af-
t. For which Reafon I took my Leave immediat

pect.
w to my ‘own Lodgings.
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ly after Dinner, dre
Upon my Return Home, I fell into a profound Con-
templation on the Evils that attend thefe faperftitious
Follies of Mankind ; how they fubjet us to imaginary
li¢tions, and additional Sorrows, that do not proper-
ly come within our Lot. As if the natural Calamities
of Life were not fufficient for it, we turn the moit in-
different Circumftances into Misfortunes, and fuffer as
much from trifling Accidents, as from real Evils. I'have
known the fhooting of a Star {poil a Night’s Reft ; and
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Friends and Neighbours. I know a Maiden, Aunt of a
great Family, w ho is one of thefe Antiquated Sibyls, that
forebodes and prop shefies from one end of the Year to
the other. ‘She is always feeing Apparitions, and hearing
Death-Watches ; and was the other Day almoft fiighted
out of her Wits by the great Houfe- ')qrr that howled in
the Stable at a time when fhe lay ill of the Tooth-ach.

Such an extravagant Caft of Mind engages Multitudes of
People, not 01‘1\ in impertinent Terrors, but in fupernu-
mc“-" Duties of Life ; and arifes from that R.‘. and Ig-
norance which are natural to the Soul of Man. The Hor-
ror with w:w h we enterta n the ‘.fn»,.glf t ._i) ath (or

indeed of any future l) and the Uncertainty of f its Ap-
proach, fill a1 nelancholv Mind with fr.'z 1mu..’_u -\n'wrc-
henfions and &n".‘-i:zv"*. and confequently d pofe 1L to
the Obfervation ot fuch groundlefs Prodigies and Predic
tions. I""' as it is the chief Concern of Wife .nl.;n o
retrench the Evils of Life by the Reafonin _:,ux l
fophy ; it 1s the Employment of Fools to mult them
by the Sentiments c:f Superiii

"FOR my own part, hould be very much troubled
were I endowe l \'.flh this Divining Quality, though it
fhould inform me truly of every thing that can befal me
[ would not :‘..Atu., e Relith of any H =',*1";1‘ , nor
feel the weight of any Tn fery, before it aétually arrives.
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Be u‘g who (m o‘& of Events, and governs Futurity.

He f{ees, at one \ iew, the whole Thread of my Exiftence,
not on"v that Part of it which I have ly paffed
thro "t"‘. but that which runs forward into all the Depths
of Eternity. When I lay me down to Sleep, l recom-
mend my felf to his Care ; when I a ...»\L I give my felf
up to his Direion. \r’hult all the Evils that threaten
me, I will look up to him for Help, and queftion not but
he will either avert L' em, Ort .rn"

Though 1 kn W ne hei the Time nor the Manner of the
Death I am to die, [ am not ata 111 folicitous about it 3 be-
eaufe [ am fure that he knows them both, and that he will
ot fail to comfort and fupport me under them. *
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