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* I T híippened at Athens, durlng a pubück Reprefen-
tation of fome P!ay exhibited in Honour of the Com-
monwealth, that an oíd Gentleman carne too late for 
a Place fuitable to his Age and Quality. Many of the 
youngGentlemenwhoobferved the DifEculty and Con-
fiifion he was in, made Signs to him that they would 
accommoclate him if he carne where they f a t : T h e 
good Man buftled through the Crowd accordingly ; but 
when he carne to the Seats to which he was invited, 
the Jeñ was to fit clofe, and expofe him, as he rtood 
out of Countenance, to the whole Audicnce. T h e Fro-
lick went round all the Mbenian Benchcs. But on 
thofe Occafions there were alfo particular Places af-
ligned for Foreigners: When the good Man skulked 
towards the Boxes appointedforthe Lace^emonianttúi^t 
honeft People more virtuous than polite, roíe up all 
to a Man, and with the greatell Refpeft receiveo hin» 
among thcm. T h e Jtheniam being fuddenly toucheJ 
with a Senfe of the Spartan Virtue and their own De^ 
jeneracy, gave a Thunder of Applaufe j and the oíd 
vían cryed out, Ibe Athcniaiis undirfiand 'uihat it 

good, hut tle Lacedemonians fraílift it. Ji-

7. nurfday, March 8. 
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Somniíi, terrores mágicos^ miracula. Sagas, 
ííoSurnoi lemures, portentaque ^hejfala rides t Hor . 

GO I N G Yellerday to diñe with an oíd Acquain-
tance, I had the Misfortune to fiiid his whole í a -
mily very much dejeñed. Upon asking him th« 

Occafion of it, he told me that hís Wife had dreamt a 
Arange Dream the Night before, which they wercafraid 
portended fóme Misiortune to themfelves or to their 
Children. At her coming inte the Room I obferved 
a íettled Melancholy in her Countenance, which I 
íhould have been troubled for, had I not heavd frcnx 
wbence it proceedcd. W e wcrc no fconer fa; down, 
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but , after having looked upon me a litt 'e while» My Dear^ 
(fays flie, tuming to her Hushan<i) you may n<no fee the 
Strangtr that -was tu the Candle lafi Nigbt. Socn after 
this, as they began to talle of Family AfKiirs, a lictie Boy 
at the lower end of the Table told her , that he was to 
go into Join-hand on 7hurfdc^. Thurfday ? (fays ftie) 
no ChiU, ifitpkaft God,youJhallnot begin ufan Childer-

I tellyourH'riting-MíiJIerthat^úáz.y'willbe foon 
tnough. I was refleñing wirh my fclf on the Oddnefs 
of her Fancy, and wondering that any Body would efta-
bÜíh it as a Rule to lofea D a y i n every Week. In the 
midft of thefe my Mufings, íhe defired me to reach her a 
JittleSalt u{»n the 'Point of myKnife , which I did in 
fuch a Trepidation and H u r r y of Obedience, that I let 
¡l drop by the Way ; at which íhe immediately ftartied, 
and faid it fell towards her, Upon this I looked very 
b!ank ; and," obferving the Concern of the whole T a -
We, began to confider my felf, with fome Conflifion, 
as a Perfon that had broiight a Difaíler upon the Fa-
mily. The Lady howeVer recovering her felf after a 
little Space, faid to her Hu'band, with a Sigh, My Dear^ 
ítUifortunei ne'ver (ome fifigle. My Friend, I found, aded 
but an Under-Part at his Table, and being a Man of 
more Good-nature than Underftanding, thmks himfelf 
obliged to fall in with all the Paffions and Humours of 
his Yoke-Fellow: Donotyou remember, Child, (íáyslhe). 
that the Pigeon-hcufefell the njerf Jfternoon tbatour care^ 
ie/sWcnchfpiIttheSa¡tuponthe7abie? Tes, {fays he) 
Vear, and the next Pofi brought us an Account of the 
Battie of Almanza. T h e Rcader may guefs at the Fi-
gure I maJe, after having done all this Mifchief. I dif-
patchcd my Dlnner as foon as I couíd, with my ufusl 
Taci tumity j when, to my utter Confiifion, the Lady 
fceing me quitting my Knife and Fork, and laying 
them acrofs ene another upon my Place, deíircd me 
that I would huraour her fo lar as to take them out of 
that Figure, and place them Side by Side» What the 
Abfurdity was whKh I had commítted I did not know» 
but I fuppofe thcre was fome traditionary Superílition 
in it j and thereforc, in Obedienae to ihe Lady of the 
Houfe, I difpofcd of my Knife and Fork in two pa-
»allel Lines^ which is the Figure I íhaü always lay 
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them in for the future, tho' I do not know any Reafon 
tor it. 

I T ¡s not difficult fbr a Man to fee that a Perfon has 
conceived an Averfion to him. For my own part , I 
quickly found, by the Lady's Looks, that íhe regarded me 
as a very odd kind of Fellow, with an unfortunate Af-
teft. For which Reafon I took my Leave immcdiate-
y after Dinner, and withdrew to my own Lodgings. 

Upon my Rcturn Home, I féll into a profound Con-
templation on the Evüs that attend thefe fnperftitious 
Follies of Mankind j how they fubjeft us to imaginary 
Affliftions, and additional Sorrows, that donotproper -
ly come within our Lot. As if the natural Calamities 
of Life were not fufRcient for it, we turn the moft in-
difFcrent Circumftances iiito Mbfortunes, and fufFcr as 
much from trifling Accidents, as from real Evils. I have 
known the íhooting of a Star fpoil a Night 's Ref t ; and 
have feen a Mr.n in Love grow palé ana lofc his Appe-
tite, upon the plucking of a Merry-thoucht. A Screech-
Oft'l at Midnight has alarmed a Family more than a 
Band of Robbers j nay, the Voice of a Cricket hath ftruck 
more Terror than the Roaring of a Lion. Therc is no-
thing fo inconfiderable, which may not appcar drcadful 
to an Imagination that is filled with Omens and Pro-
gnoñicks. A rufty Nail , or a crooked Pin, íhoot up 
into Prodigios. 

I rcmembcr I v/as once in a mixt AíTembly, that was 
fitU of Noifc and Mirth, when on a fuddcn an oíd W o -
man imluckily obferved there were thirtcen of us in 
Comjnny. I h i s Remark ñruck a panick Terror into 
fe\'eral who vverc preíent, infomuch that one or two of 
the Lidies v/ere going to leave the Roora ; but a Fricnd 
of mine taking notíce that one cf ciir femaJe Compa-
nions was bíg with Child, affiiined there were fourtcen 
in the Roora, and that, inftead of portending onc of 
the Company (hould die, it plainly foretold one of thcm 
Ihould be born. H a d n o t m y Friend found out thisF.x-
rcdicnt to break the Ornen, I qucftion not büt half the 
Women in the Company would have filien fick that very 
Night . 

A N Oíd Maíd, that is troubled with the Vapoiire,. 
p>cduces infinite Diílurlwices of this kind among hcr 
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Fi'icnds and Neighbours. I know a Maiden, Aunt of a 
great Family, who is one of thefe Antiquated Sihyls, tliac 
forebodes and prophcües from one end of the Year to 
the other. She is always feeíng Apparitions, and hearing 
Death-Watches; and was the other Day almoll fiightcd 
out of her Wits by the great Houfe-Dog, that howled in 
ihe StaMe at a time when Ihe lay ill o? the Tcx)th-ach. 
Such an extravagant Catt of Mind engagcs Multitudes of 
People, not only ín impertinent Terror?, but in fupcrnu-
merary Duties of Life; and ai ifes from that Fear and Ig-
norance which are natural to the Soul of Man. T h e Hor-
ror with which we enter ta inthelTioughtsofDcath (or 
indeed ofany füture Evil) and the Unccrfainty of its Ap-
proach, fill a melancholy Mínd with innumerable Appre-
henfions and Sufpicion?, and confequendy difpofe it to 
the übfervatic-n ot í'uch groundlefs Prodigies anJ Predic-
tion?. For as ¡t is the chief Concern ot Wife Mcn to 
retrench the Evils of Life by the Reafoningsof Philo-
fophy ; it is the Employment of Fools to multiply tJien\ 
by the Sentimcnts of Superltition. 

F O R iny own part, I ftiould he very much troubled 
were I enílowed with this Divining C ^ H t y , though it 
fhould inlbrm me truly of every thíng that can bcfU me. 
I would not anticípate the Relifii of any Happinefs, ñor 
feel the wcight of any Mifery, before it aftually arrives. 

I know but one way of fortifying my Soul againft thefe 
gloomy Prefages and Terrors of Mind, and that is, by 
fccuríng to my felf the Friendíhip and Frotcftion of that 
Being who difpofes of Events, and eovcrns Futurily. 
He ieeí, at one View, the whole Thread of my ExiJlence, 
not only th t t Fart of it which I have alrcady paíTed 
throu^fi, but thi t which runs forward into all the Dcpths 
of Etcrnity. When I lay me down to Sleep, I reccm-
mend my felf to his Care ; when I awake, I give my felf 
up to his Direftion. Amidll all the Evils that threaten 
me, I will look up to him for Help, and queftion not but 
he will either avert thera, or turn them to my Advantage. 
Though í know neither the Time ñor the Manner of the 
Death I ani to dic, I am not at all folicitous about it ¡ be-
eaufe i am fure that he knows them both, and that he w¡ll 
Dutfail to comfort and fupport mennder them. C 
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