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N® 8. Fridayy March 9 

Jt Venus oh fcuro gradientes aere f e f j i t , 
Et multo Nébula circum Deafudit amiííu, 
Certtere ne quis eos — Virg. 

IShall here communicate to tlie World a couple of 
Letters, which I believe will give the Reader as 
good an Entertainment as any that I am able 

to ftmiíh him wí th , and therefore lha!Í make no Apo-
logy for them. 

7'ff / ¿ í S P E c T A T o R, Ü ' í . 

S I Jt, 

IAm onc of the Direftors of the Scciety for the Rc-
formation of Manners, and therefore think my 

felfa proper Perfon for y o u r Correfpondence. I hayc 
thorough y examined the prefcnt State of Religión in 
Great^ritain, and am able to acquaint yoa with the 
predominant Viceofevery Market-Town in thewhole 
inand. I can tell you the Progrefs that Virtae has 
made in all our Cities, Boroughs.and Corporations; and 
know as well the evil Praftices that are committed m 
BerrMtch or what is done in my own Faniily. 
In a word, Sir, I have my Corrdpondents in the re-
moteft Parts of the Nation, who fend m e u p p u n ñ i i -
al Accounts from time to time of all the little Irre-
gularities that fall under their Noticc in their feveral 
Dirtriéls and Divifions. . , ^ * 

• 1 am no lefs acquaintcd with the ^ t i c u l a r Qnarters 
and Regions of this great Town , than with the djfto-g r t . . . 

rcñt Parts and Diltributions of the whole Nation. I 
can defcribe every Par í fhby its Impietieí, and can tril 
you in which of our Streets Lewdnefs prevails, which 
Ganiing has taken the PoíTefiion of, and where Drun-
kcnnefi has got the bettcr of them both. When l a m 

* diípoled 
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3 8 The S P E c T A T o R . N » 8. 
» difpofed to raife a Fine for the Poor, I know the Lanej 
' and Allies that are inhabited by conimon Swearers 
« When I would encouxage the üoípitalof Bride-welL 
' and improve the í lempcn Manufadure, I am very 
' well acquainted with all the Haunts and Rcforts of 
' Femalc Night-walkers. 

• A F T E R this íhort Account of my felf, I muíl Ict 
1 yoa kno\v, that the Defign of this Paper is to give vou 

' tao confiderable for the Animadverfions of our Society 
* I mean, Sir, the Midnlght Mask, which has of late 
« becn very frequently heldin ene of the moft con^picu-
* 0U8 Parts of the Town, and which I hear will be con-
' tmued with Additions and Improvemcnts. As all t he 
' Perfons who compofe this lawlefs AíTembly are maf-
* ked, we daré not attack any of them in our JVay left 
« we Oiould fcnd a Woman of Quality to BridenveU, or a 
» Peer of Great-Britain to the Ccunter Bdides that tlieir 

Numbers are fo veiy great, that I am afraid thcy would 
« be able to rout our whole Fraternity, though we w ere 
' a c c c m ^ i e d with all our Guard of Conftab!es. R^th 

thefe Reafcns which fecure them from oar Authority 
« m ^ e them obnoxioue to yours ; As both thcir Difguifé 
' and thcir Numbers will give no particular Perfon Rea-
• fün to tliink himfelf affronted by you. 

' I F we are rightly informetl, the Rules that are ob-
• ferved by this ncw Society are wondcrfully contrivcd 
' fcT tlie Advancement of Cuckoldom. T h e Women ci-
' ther ccmc by thcmfelves, or are intrcduced by Friends 
' who ai« obljged to quit them, upon theír firft Entrance! 
' to the Convcrfation of any Bcdy that addrt.Tes himfelf 
• to them. I h c r e are feveral Rooms where the Panics 
• may retire, and, if they pleafe, íhew theirFace^by Con-
' fent.^ Whifpers, Squeczes, Nods, and Fmbraces, are 
' tJie mncccnt Freedoms of the Place. Jn Ihort, the 
^ whole Dofign of this libidinous AíTembly, fcems to ter-
' mínate in Affignations and Intrigues j and I hore you 
' will take cíTeaual Methwls by your publick y^dvice 
• and Admomtions, to prcvent fuch a promiicuous M u í -

• titude 
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N ' 8 . q ' h e S P X ' C T A T O R . 
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* titude of both Sexes from mecting togcthcr in fo clan-
* deftinc a Manner. I am 

Tour humbU Ser^aní, 

and Ftllonu-Lahourerf 

T . B. 

No t long after the Perufal of thís J^t ter , I received 
tnother upon the fame Subjcft ; whichby. the Date and 
Stile of it , I take to be wrhten by fome young Templer. 

S IR^ Middh'Tempk, 1710-11. 

\ A / H E N a Man has been gui l tyof any Viceor 
* ^ Folly, I thmk the bcft Atcncment he can 

make for it , is to warn cthers not to fell ínto the like. 
I n order to this I muft acquaint you, that fome time 
m FebritaryhA I went t o t h e ftte/áay'i Mafquerade. 
Upon my firft going in I was atticked by haif a Dozen 
female Quakers, who feemed wilüng to adopt me for 
a Brother ; bat upon a ncarcr Examination I found they 
werc a Siíierhood of Coíjuettes difguifed in tliat preciie 
Habit. I was foon after t iken out to dance, and, as I 
fanficd, by a Womon of the firll Qaality, for fhe was 
very tall, and moved gracefiiUy. Asloon as the Minuct 
was over, we ogled one another through our Mafque» j 
and as I am very well read in jValler, i lepeated to her 
the foür following Verfes out of his Pocm to Vandike. 

The beedléfs I^<er d¡es not kncrJJ 
Whoft Eitt they are that njj^nd him fo ; 
But confonndtd lüitb t f y Art, 
Jn^uires ber Ñame that bai hit Heart. 

I pronounccd thefe Words with fuch a Injigui/híng Aír 
that I had fome Reafon to conc ude I had made a Con-
queft. She told me that íhe hopeJ my Face was not 
¿ u n to my Tonguc, and lookirjg upon ber Watch, I 
accidentally difcovercd the Figure óf a Coronct on the 
back V.utóf it. I was fo tranfported wjth the Thought 
of fuch an Amour, that í plíed her from onc Room to 
another wíth all the Gillantries I could tnveat ; a n d a t 
leíigih, brought thiogs to fo happy aa IITiie, that íhe 

'•gave 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



4 0 S P E C T A T O R . N ^ G . 

gave me a prívate Meeting the ncxt Day , without Page 
or Footman, Coach or Equipage. M y Hea i t danced m 
Raptures ; but 1 had not lived in this golden Drcain a-
l»ve three Days, before I found gooclReafon to wifh 
that I had continued true to my Laundrefs. I have 
fincc heard, by a veiy great Accident, that this Fine 
Lady does not Uve fer from Covent-Garden, and that I 
am not the firft Cully whom íhe has pafled her ¿ I f 
upon for a Countefs. 

• T H U.'S, Sir, you Tee how I have míílaken a Cloui 
for a J a s o ; and i f you can malee any ufe of this Ad-
venture, for the Benefit of thofe who may poffibly be 
as vain yoang Coxcombs as my felf, I do moft heartily 
giveyou Leave. I am, 5 ' 

Thur moft humble Admtrer, 

B, L . 
Ijiefign tovIf i t thenextMafquerademy felf.in thefame 

Habit I woreat Grand Caire ¡ and till then Ihall fufpend 

myJudgmentof th isMidmghtEnter ta inraent . C 

N® 9. Saturday^ Marcb lo . 

Tigris agit rahidá cum tigride facen 
rtrpetuam, fet'vis inter fe convenit urjis. JUT, 

MA N is faid to be a Sociable Animal,and, as an In-
ftance of it, we may obferve, that we take ali 
Occafions and Pretences of forming our felves ín-

10 thofe little Noaurnal Aflemblies, which arecommon-
ly known by the Ñame of Clubs. When a Set of Men 
findthemfd\ esagreein anyPartÍcular,tho' neverfotrivial, 
they eftabhlh themfelves into a kind of Fraternity, and 
meet once or twice a W c e k , ' upon the Account of fuch 
a Fantaftick Refemblance. I know a confiderable Marker-
Town , in which there was a Club of fat Men, that did 
not come togetner {as you may weli fuppofe) to enter-
lain onc anothcr with í;prightliiii;í6 and Wi t , but to keep 

onc 
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